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hen Knute Rockne began the 

tremendous tradition of Notre 

Dame football in the early part of 
the 20th century, he was considered one of 
the great innovators of the game. 

The coach once said (I paraphrase): 
“Football was not made for defensive- 
minded people.” The famed Notre Dame 
Shift that had the entire backfield in motion 
at the snap (now illegal) and Box Forma- § 
tion are both attributed to him. But there 
are numerous innovations to the game since 
Rockne left coaching that have made the 
game alien to his generation. 

College Football as Rockne knew it 
resembles today’s game very little. The field | 
is still 100 yards long, and 11 players are on faa 
a side. And that’s about it. ie 

Tom Luicci has pinpointed 17 changes 
to college football in the past 50 years, which § 
leaves out about 20 years after Rockne 
retired in 1930. 

There is the proliferation of bowl games, 
overtime, two-platoon football, integration, § 
soccer-style kickers, increased nutrition and 
weight training, to mention a few. 

When Rockne coached, his players were } 
primarily white, there was only one bowl 
game, the same eleven players played both 
sides of the ball, kickers kicked straight on 
(and werent nearly as effective) and his line- 
men weighed 180 pounds. 

You can read about these innovations beginning on page 12. 

21st Century fans cannot imagine college football without these 
changes. What new game-changing innovations are to come? 
Whatever is in store for this great game over the next 100 years, 
I hope one thing will always remain: The excitement of Satur- 
day afternoons on campus in the fall. 

Making the afternoons exciting this fall will be some famil- 
iar faces and a few new ones. You know most of the familiar names: 
Michael Vick of Virginia Tech, Chris Weinke of Florida State 
and Purdue's Drew Brees are back to call signals. Defensively, 
Andre Carter of California and Jamar Fletcher (14 interceptions 
in two seasons at Wisconsin) are leading defensive players. 

The participants in the third BCS championship game will 
likely be familiar as well. Nebraska and Florida State are among 
the leading candidates for national champions. OK, so there's 
nothing sexy about those picks, but we have to go with the teams 
with the best chances to win. And the Seminoles and Cornhuskers 
are loaded. 

We offer a complete ranking of all 115 teams on page 24, from 
Florida State to Connecticut, the newest member in Division 
]-A. 

At some point in your life (maybe this summer) you have prob- 
ably dreamed of an ultimate college football road trip. A trip that 
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Dick Butkus of Illinois and the Chicago Bears became one the most feared 
linebackers of all-time. While in college, he doubled as a pretty good 
center for the Illini. It’s double-duty that today’s players rarely see. 


would allow you to see the most and best of what college foot- 
ball could offer during a season. On The Back Page, we have a 
sample itinerary you may want to try. Our plan calls for driving 
from site to site, except for the two bowl games in Hawaii. 

Let us know what part of the magazine you enjoy most: The 
predictions, the 115 teams stories, the road trip, cheerleaders, 
recruiting; whatever you like, we'd love to hear from you. 

We can be reached at athlon@nashville.net for e-mail, (615) 
327-1149 by fax. 

Thanks, and I hope you enjoy the season. 
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And 14 other reasons Knute Rockne wouldn't recognize ff 
today’s game. by Tom Luicci 
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The following is an alphabetical listing and page location for all 115 
Division I-A team previews. Starting on page 36, the previews appear in 
the book according to the team ranking. 
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And 14 other 
reasons why Knute 
Rockne wouldn't 
recognize this game 


By Tom Luicci 


rom the game’s racial makeup to the size of the play- 
ers, the last five decades have produced a game that is 
radically different from the one Rockne coached. 

College football has changed so dramatically over the 
past 50 years that the best way to put the game's transfor- 
mation in perspective is to start with the things that have 
remained exactly as they were five decades ago. 

There are exactly two of them. 

One is the field. It’s still 100 yards long. 

The other is Penn State head coach Joe Paterno. He 
joined the Nittany Lions’ coaching staff in 1950 and has 
been there ever since. Same haircut and sartorial style now 
as then, too. 

Beyond that, the game that your father or grandfather 
might recall with such fond memories hardly resembles the 
high-tech, corporate logo-splashed, pass-happy product that’s out 
there these days. 

Keith Jackson, who owns the sport’s most recognizable voice, has 
seen 33 years of changes as ABC-TV’s play-by-play man for college 
football. He says he can't even begin to compare the game now to 
when he started broadcasting it in 1966. 

“Let me put to you this way,” he says. “I’m 71, and the first 40 
years of my life I rode to church in a horse and buggy. But I've also 
played golf with men who have walked on the moon.” 

Back to Paterno for a little more perspective on how much times 
in general have changed over the past five decades. Had he stopped 
for gas or to mail a letter on the way to his first day of work at Penn 
State in 1950, it would have cost him 16 cents a gallon to fill up and 
3 cents for the stamp. Those prices have increased 10-fold since. 

College football has changed even more significantly. 

These are the major reasons why: 
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Dick Butkus, the game’s greatest linebacker. Did you know 
that he also played center in the days of one-platoon football? 


1. TWO-PLATOON FOOTBALL — [’’s hard to believe that 
one-platoon football actually lasted beyond the days of the Four 
Horsemen. It just sounds like such an quaint, old notion, The reality 
is that two-platoon football wasn’t tried until 1948 and then lasted 
only until 1953 when one-platoon football was restored. Substitution 
rules became more liberal after that, but one-platoon football was in 
place until the 1964 season. In 1965, two-platoon football returned 
for good. 

“Those of us who have been in this game long enough either 
coached or played one-platoon football at some point,” says BYU 
head coach LaVell Edwards. “Once they decided to go to two-pla- 
toon for good, it changed the whole game. It opened up opportuni- 
ties to have more offense and created more excitement.” 

Now the game has specialists everywhere. Long snappers, holders, 
nickel backs, passing-down linemen, third-down backs. 
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2. INTEGRATION — The face of 
Southern football changed for good on Sept. 
12, 1970. That was the day that Southern 
California went to Legion Field in Birming- 
ham and spanked Alabama, 42-21. Sam Cun- 
ningham, one of the few black players on the 
field that day, scored three touchdowns for the 
Trojans. It was enough to convince legendary 
Alabama coach Bear Bryant that it was time 
for him to start recruiting black players as 
well. “Particularly in the South, that’s one of 
the biggest things that changed the game for- 
ever,” says Atlanta Journal-Constitution sports- 
writer and ESPN commentator ‘Tony 
Barnhart. Southern schools were the last hold- 
outs in recruiting blacks then. 

Following that defeat, Bryant privately 
announced he would start recruiting black 
players. 

“Kentucky was the first Southeastern Con- 
ference school to recruit a black player in 
1965, but there were almost no black players 
at SEC schools in the late 1960s,” says Barn- 
hart, whose new book Southern Fried Foot- 
ball: The History, Passion and Glory of the 
Great Southern Game is due out in August. 
“Once Bear Bryant decided to start recruiting 
black players it opened the door for all the 
other schools in the SEC. If it was okay for 
Bryant, it was okay for everyone else.” 

Bryant’s motives were steeped in one 
thought only: Winning. 

Alabama, 6-5-1 in 1970, went 97-11 the 
rest of the decade after it started recruiting 
black players, capturing three national champi- 
onships and eight SEC titles during that time. 

“Integration in the South changed the 
game for everyone,” Paterno says. 


3. IVY’S LAST HURRAH — From 
the birth of college football in 1869 until 
1951, Ivy League teams were generally 
among the best in the country. The final 
Associated Press Poll in 1951 had Princeton 
ranked No. 6. It’s the last time an Ivy League 
school has finished in the Top 10. Now the 
league plays at the 1-AA level and doesn’t 
award athletic scholarships, 


4. THE CFA — An entire generation of 
television viewers has come to accept college 
football for the way it is now: Available all the 
time, on all sorts of channels, from regular 
TV to cable to pay-per-view, day and night, 
Thursday through Saturday. 

For that they can thank Chuck Neinas and 
the College Football Association, a group he 
formed in the early 1980s. Until then, 
because the NCAA controlled the TV rights 
for its football-playing members, schools were 
limited to two TV appearances a year and 
viewers were as likely to get a Harvard-Yale 
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Sam “Bam” Cunningham did as 
much for integration in the South 
as any legislator. 


game on a given Saturday as say, Michigan- 
Michigan State. Neinas and the CFA enlisted 
the support of Oklahoma and Georgia in 
1981 and sued the NCAA, seeking to allow 
schools to control their own TV rights. The 
three-year legal battle ended in 1984 when 
the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the CFA, 
Oklahoma and Georgia by a 7-2 vote, charg- 
ing the NCAA with being in violation of 
antitrust laws, That allowed schools and con- 
ferences to cut their own TV deals. And that, 
in turn, led to the multitude of game choices 
a college football fan has on Saturdays now. 
“There’s no question that Supreme Court 
decision has had a significant impact on the 
game,” says Neinas. 


5. SOCCER-STYLE KICKERS — 
There's some debate over who was the first 
soccer-style kicker in the college game, but 
there’s no argument over which two revolu- 
tionized field-goal kicking. They were the 
Hungarian-born Gogolak brothers, Pete and 
Charley. Pete, who played at Cornell from 
1961-63 and set what was then a major col- 
lege record with 44 straight extra points 
made, is generally considered the first soccer- 
style kicker. Charley followed Pete to the Ivy 
League, playing for Princeton from 1963-65 
(he led the country in field goals in 1965), 
and their ability to achieve both distance and 
accuracy changed field-goal kicking forever. 
The width of goalposts were narrowed in 
1991 from 23 feet, four inches to 18'6", but 
even that has had little impact on this latest 
generation of soccer-style kickers. Overall, 
national §field-goal 
accuracy was 47.7 
percent in 1969. It 
was 66.3 in 1998, 
with three times as 
many made from 
50 yards-plus com- ¢ 
pared to ’69. 
“Charley turned 
the field goal into a 


long-distance weapon,” said Bob Casciola, 
the executive director of the College Football 
Foundation and Hall of Fame. Casciola was 
Princeton's head coach when Pete Gogolak 
was there, 

Starting in 1995 and extending through to 
1999, according to the NCAA Record Book, 
not a single field goal has been attempted in 
the I-A ranks by a conventional-style kicker. 


The Ivy League’s Gogolak broth- 
ers revolutionized placekicking. 


6. SCHOLARSHIP LIMITS — Hard 
as it is to believe, there were no scholarship 
limits at all until 1974, when “The Johnny 
Majors Rule,” went into effect. Hired as Pitts- 
burgh’s head coach in 1973 following a 1-10 
season, Majors took full advantage of the 
absence of scholarship limitations to rebuild 
the program by bringing in 86 freshmen his 
first year (one of whom was Tony Dorsett). 
That group formed the nucleus of Pittsburgh’s 
1976 national championship team. What 
Majors did was neither unethical nor unusual. 
“During my first year (as a player) at Missouri 
in 1966, we had 45 freshmen (football players) 
on scholarship,” says Dennis Pope, the 
NCAAs Director of Championships. 

The Rules Committee quickly put an end 
to the practice, as well as to the talent stock- 
piling that so many of the major powers 
engaged in, by instituting a 105-scholarship 
limit in 1974. In 1995, it was pared to the 
current 85-scholarship limit. Most coaches 
point to that as the single biggest reason for 
the parity that exists in the game today. 


No, this isn’t Tony Dorsett’s freshman class, but scholar- 
ship limits have ended the days of the mega-team. 
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7. EQUIPMENT — Nox only has 


equipment gotten better, but it has also | 
become mandatory. Players weren't required | 


to wear mouthpieces until 1973, the same 
year that chinstraps on helmets were made 
mandatory. Shoulder pads weren't required 
until 1974, and hip and thigh pads weren't 
required until 1976. As the equipment 
became mandatory, improvements followed. 
“T chink we're on the verge, technologically, of 
some headgear that will be very, very effec- 


tive,” says former Baylor coach Grant Teaff, 3 
sate 2 

the executive director of the America Football 5 
é 


Coaches Association. 


8. THE BOWL EXPLOSION — 


Until 1959, there were essentially four major 
bowl games (the Orange, Cotton, Sugar and 
Rose Bowls) and one minor bowl (the Gator). 
Then the Liberty Bowl made its debut in 
1959, as did the now-defunct Bluebonnet 
Bowl, and the proliferation of bowl games, 
big and small, major and minor, hasn't 
stopped since. By 1977 there were 13 bowl 
games. Last season there were 23, six on Jan. 
1, one on Jan. 2 and one on Jan. 4. Two new 
bowls will be added this season. The demise 
of the Southwest Conference cost the Cotton 
Bowl a prominent role on the bowl roster, 
with the Rose, Sugar, Orange and Fiesta now 
the Big Four among the bowls — although 
only one of those really matters now. It’s the 
one hosting the national championship game. 
Last season it was the Sugar Bowl. This season 
it's the Orange Bowl’s turn. 


In principal, the days of the mythical cham- 
pion are gone. The BCS tries to decide mat- 


ters on the field. 
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Place today’s Golden Domers next to those of yesteryear, and the most 
obvious difference is appearance. Today’s players are disguised behind 


headgear, facemasks and elaborate padding, and 100 pounds heavier. 


9. THE BOWL CHAMPIONSHIP 
SERIES — Dissatisfied with the polls but 
not quite ready to plunge into a playoff sys- 
tem to determine the national champion, 
Division I-A football’s movers and shakers 
came up with a compromise in 1992 — the 
Bow! Coalition. It consisted of all the major 
conferences except the Big Ten and the Pac- 
10 and sent the conference champions and 
two at-large teams to four bowl games (the 
Orange, Sugar, Fiesta and Cotton). That gave 
way in 1995 to the Bowl Alliance, which 
brought about two major changes. One was 
that long-standing conference bowl tie-ins 
were eliminated in an effort 
to get a No. | vs. No. 2 
game. The other was that 
the Orange, Sugar and 
Fiesta bowls 
worked on a 
rotation system, 
with one able to 
choose the two 
highest-ranked 
teams available 
(minus the Pac- 
10 and Big Ten) 


in a given year. 


The Bowl 
Alliance gave 
way to the cur- 
rent Bowl 


Championship Series in 1998. 
The BCS lured the Pac-10 and 
Big Ten, meaning every major 
conference was involved, and 
rotates a national championship 
game among the Sugar, Orange, 
Fiesta and Rose bowls. The BCS 
works off its own ranking system, 
one that combines the polls, com- 
puter ratings and strength of 
schedule. The Nos. 1 and 2 teams 
met in both 1999 and 2000 as a 
result. 
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It is here that the 190-pound guards of 
have become the 320-pound behemoths of today. 
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10. WEIGHT ROOMS, TRAINING 
TABLES AND BIG PLAYERS — 


All that was known about weightlifting, con- 
ditioning and nutrition before Boyd Epley 
came along was that all three were important 
somehow. But no one knew what to do 
specifically for football players in terms of all 
three. Epley, now in his 32nd year at 
Nebraska, changed all that when he became 
the school’s strength coach, one of college 
football’s first, in 1970. “He has information 
on every player who has gone through 
Nebraska since he's been there, right down to 
their optimum pulse rate,” says ABC-TV’s 


yesterday 


Jackson. “It’s remarkable. It’s the most sophis- 
ticated weight and nutritional program in the 
world.” 

Epley, who founded the National Strength 
and Conditioning Association in 1978, is 
largely responsible for Nebraska's legendary 
weightlifting program and the emphasis that 
most major colleges now give weightlifting. 
He's currently the school’s director of athletic 
performance, overseeing an Athletic Perfor- 
mance Team that consists of nine full-time 
strength and conditioning specialists, eight 
graduate assistants and four consultants. 
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before Allegra. after Allegra. 


Only Allegra has fexofenadine for effective nondrowsy relief of your seasonal allergy symptoms. 
Allegra is for people twelve and older. Ask your doctor or pharmacist for more information. In clinical studies, 
less than 3% of people experienced drowsiness, cold or flu, nausea, or menstrual pain. 


Please see additional important information on the next page. I-800-ALLEGRA wwwaallegra.com 


Enjoy your world. 


nondrowsy 
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Brief Summary of Prescribing Information as of June 1996A 


ALLEGRA® 
(fexofenadine hydrochloride) Capsules 
60 mo 


INDICATIONS AND USAGE 

ALLEGRA is indicated for the relief of symptoms associated with seasonal 
allergic rhinitis in adults and children 12 years of age and older, Symptoms 
treated effectively include sneezing, rhinorrhea, itchy mose/palate/throat 
iichy/watery/red eyes. 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 

ALLEGRA is contraindicated in patients with known hypersensitivity to any 
of its Ingredients. 


a sarardde 


‘ons 

Fexofenadine has been shown to exhibit minimal (ca. 59) metabolism. 
However, co-administration of fexofenadine with ketoconazole and erythro- 
mycin led to increased plasma levels of fexofenadine. Fexofenadine had no 
effect on the pharmacokinetics of erythromycin and ketoconazole. In two 
separate studies, fexofenadine HC) 120 mg Sa ed the recommended 
dose) was co-administered with erythromycin mg every 8 hours or 
ketoconazole 400 mg ance daily under steady-state conditions to normal, 
healthy volunteers (n=24, each study). No differences in adverse events or 
OTe interval were observed when subjects were administered fexofenadine 
HC! alone or in combination with erythromycin or ketoconazole. The 
lindings of these studies are summarized in tha following table: 
Effects on Steady-State Fexofenadine Pharmacokinetics After 7 Days of 

Co-Administration with Fexofenadine Hydrochloride 120 mg Eve 

12 Hours (twice recommended dose) In Normal Volunteers 24) 


Concomitant Cmax SS AUC 5f0-12h) 
Drug (Peak plasma (Extent of 
concentration) systemic exposure) 
Erythromycin +82% +109% 
(500 mg every 8 hrs) 
Ketoconazole 4135% +164% 


(400 mg once daily) 


The changes in plasma levels were within the range of plasma levels 
achieved in adequate and well-controlled clinical trials. The mechanism of 
these interactions has been evaluated in jn vitro, in situ and in vivo animal 
models. These studies indicate that Ketoconazole or erythromycin 
co-administration enhances fexotenadine gastrointestinal absorption. In 
vivo animal studies also suggest that in addition to enhancing absorption, 
ketoconazole decreases fexofenadine gastrointestinal secretion, while eryth- 
romycin may also decrease biliary excretion, 
Carcinogenesis. Mutagenesis. Impairment of Fertility 

The carcinogenic potential and reproductive toxicity of fexofenadine 
hydrochloride were assessed using terfenadine studies with adequate 
fexotenadine exposure (based on plasma area-under-the-curve [AUC] 
values), No evidence of carcinogenicity was observed when mice and rats 
were given daily oral doses of $0 and 150 mg/kg of terfenadine for 18 and 
24 months, respectively; these doses resulted in plasma AUC values of 
fexatenadine that were up to four times the human therapeutic yalue (based 
ona 60-mg twice-daily fexofenadine hydrochloride dose), 

In in-vitro (Bacterial Reverse Mutation, CHO/HGPRT Forward Mutation, and 
Rat Lymphocyte Chromosomal Aberration assays) and in-vivo (Mouse Bone 
Marrow Micronucleus assay) tests, fexofenadine hydrochloride revealed no 
evidence of mutagenicity. 

In rat fertility studies, dose-related reductions in implants and increases in 
postimplantation losses were observed al oral doses equal to or greater than 
150 mg/kg of terfenadine; these doses produced plasma AUC values of fexofe- 
nadine that were equal to or greater than {hree times the human therapeutic 
value (based on a 60-mg twice-daily fexofenadine hydrochloride dose), 


Pregnancy 

Teratogenic Effects: Category C. There was no evidence of teratogenicity in 
rats or rabbits at oral terfenadine doses up to 300 mg/kg; these doses 
produced fexofenadine plasma AUC values that were up to 4 and 37 times 
the human therapeutic value (based on a 60-mg twice-daily fexofenadine 
hydrochloride dose), respectively. 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. 
Fexofenadine hydrochloride should be used during pregnancy only if the 
potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus. 

Nonteratopenic Effects. Dose-related decreases in pup weight gain and 
survival were observed in rats exposed to oral doses equal to and greater 
than 150 mg/kg of terfenadine; at these doses the plasma AUC values of 
fexofenadine were equal to or greater than 3 times the human therapeutic 
values (based on a 60-mg twice-daily fexofenadine hydrochloride dose) 
Nursing Mothers 

There aré no adequate and well-controlled studies in women during lactation. 
Because many drugs are excreted in human milk, caution should be exercised 
whan fexofenadine hydrochtoride is administered to a nursing woman. 
Pediatric Use E 

Satety and effectiveness of ALLEGRA in pediatric patients under the age of 
12 years have not been established. Across well-controlled clinical trials in 
patients with seasonal allergic rhinitis, a total of 205 patients between the 
ages of 12 to 16 years received doses ranging from 20 mg to 240 mg twice 
daily for up to two weeks. Adverse events were similar in this group 
compared to patients above the age of 16 years. 

Gerialric Use 

In placebo-controlled trials, 42 patients, age 60 to 68 years, received doses 
of 20 mg to 240 mg of fexofenadine twice gaily for up to two weeks. Adverse 
events were similar in this group to patients under age 60 years. 


ADVERSE REACTIONS 

In placebo-controlled clinical trials, which included 2461 patients receiving 
fexofenadine hydrochloride at doses of 20 mg to 240 mg twice daily, 
adverse events were similar in fexofenadine hydrochloride and placebo- 
treated patients. The incidence of adverse events, including drowsiness, was 
not dose related and was similar across subgroups defined by age, gender, 
and race. The percent of patients who withdrew prematurely because of 
adverse events was 2.2% with fexofenadine hydrochloride vs 3.3% with 
placebo. All adverse events that were reported by greater than 1% of 
patients who received the recommended daily dose of fexofenadine 
hydrochloride (60 mg twice-daily), and that were more common with 
fexofenadine than placebo, are listed in the following table. 

Adverse Experiences Reported in Placebo-Controlled 
Seasonal Allergic Rhinitis Clinical Trials at Rates of Greater Than 1% 


Fexofenadiné 60 mg Placebo 


Twice Daily Twice Daily 
Adverse Experience (n=679) (n=671) 
Viral Infection (cold, flu) 25% 1.5% 
Nausea 1.6% 15% 
Dysmenorthea 1.5% 0.3% 
Drowsiness 1.3% 0.9% 
Oyspepsia 1.3% 0.6% 
Fatigue 1.3% 0.9% 


Adverse events occurring in greater than 1% of fexofenadine hydrochloride- 
treated patients (60 mg twice daily), but that were more common in the 
Fenopy ale Qroup, include headache and throat irritation. 

he frequency and magnitude of laboratory abnormalities were similar in 
fexofenadine hydrochloride and placebo-treated patients. 


Prescribing Information as of June 1998A 


Hoechst Marion Roussel, inc. 98250240/0180A0 
Kansas Gity, MO 64137 USA 


US Patents 4,254,129; 5,375,693; 5,578,610. 
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Nebraska doesn't have a team training table, either. It has a Performance Buffet, 
which Epley also oversees. 

Paterno isn't sure when weightlifting and conditioning became the science it is 
now, but he says that when he first became a head coach 34 years ago “there was no 
weight program. Franco Harris, Mike Reid, guys like that, they were never in the 
weight room,” he says. “These days, the off-season is as intense and important as the 
regular season in that regard.” 

One result of the conditioning: bigger players. When Bernie Kish, the executive 
director of the College Football Hall of Fame in South Bend, Ind., looks at old pho- 
tos of players and teams from bygone eras, the first thing he notices is the size dif 
ference. “Players today are so much bigger — and faster,” he says. Teaff adds that 
Baylor's offensive line during his first year as head coach at the school in 1972 aver- 
aged 205 pounds. “That's not even a good high school offensive line now,” he says. 
Remember when 300-pounders were almost always offensive tackles? Now they're 
pulling guards. Remember when there weren't that many 300-pounders? Now every 
team has them. And they can move. 

Paterno says that’s the biggest single difference between the game when he first 
became a coach in 1950 to now. “In a lot of ways, the game is still basically the 
same,” he says. “It’s the speed factor that’s the difference now. Players are just natu- 
rally faster. All of them.” 
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This classic moment in college football would have an entirely 
different script today. Now, there’s always a winner. 


11. OVERTIME — ‘wo of the greatest games in college football history would 
end differently now. Notre Dame's classic 10-10 tie with Michigan State on Nov. 19, 
1966 and the Irish’s epic 0-0 tie with Army on Nov. 9, 1946 at Yankee Stadium 
would have had to produce a winner under today’s rules. The NCAA legislated ties 
out of the game in 1996 by going to overtime, even though just nine of 622 I-A 
games played in 1995 (1.45 percent) ended in a tie. The overtime rule was amended 
in 1997, requiring a team scoring a touchdown to go for two starting with the third 
overtime. 


12. T FORMATION — Serious offense in college football started with the Pop 
Warner-inspired single wing in 1912. Decades passed before coaches devised varia- 
tions. Stanford coach Clark Shaughnessy, one of the great innovators in college foot- 
ball history, was the first to tweak the single wing with the T-formation in the early 
1940s. The wing T, still used today, was a variation of that, and then the split T, which 
Bud Wilkinson perfected in creating Oklahoma's dynasty of the 1950s, followed. 
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Some places don’t need 
networked digital products. 


At Konica we design our products to meet 
all your needs for the workgroup, produc- 
tion and CRD environments. We offer a full 
line of dependable digital printers, copiers, 
multifunctional machines, as well as net- 
work and document management consult- 
ing services. From 12 to 130 copies per 
minute, Konica is the right choice. 


Konica 


www.konicabt.com 
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Konica 9925 Konica 7065 Konica Force 60 Konica KL-3015 Konica 7823 


Konica Business Technologies, Inc. ¢ 500 Day Hill Road * Windsor, CT © 1-800-2-KONICA 


Brian Drake 


13. WISHBONE — Texas introduced 
the wishbone and popularized option football 
in the late 1960s, and the veer grew from 
that. The running game so dominated in the 
1970s that the first liberalized pass blocking 
rules would be put into effect in 1976. 
“Obviously, there are trends,” Paterno says. 
“Someone does something and it’s successful 
and other people use it. Then defenses adjust 
to it. Then the offenses adjust again. Offense 


is always evolving. But the biggest difference : 


is that it’s so much more wide-open now than 
it ever was.” The wishbone still has a toe-hold 
at places like the Air Force Academy, as the 
offense continues to prove its relevance. 


' ——" a 
A well-executed wishbone is still 


an effective offense. Remarkably, 
it’s only three decades old. 


14. INDOOR FOOTBALL — Pr- 


/ | 


The rise of 12-team leagues has 
hatched a new phenomenon: the 
Conference Championship game. 


15. SUPER CONFERENCES — 


The big-time football schools first began 
separating themselves from the rest of the 
country in 1978, when the NCAA created 
Division I-A and I-AA. The I-A schools 
could offer more scholarships and spend 
more money on the sport. That eventually 
meant they would have to find refuge with 
schools with similar philosophies. And 
when the NCAA allowed conference cham- 
pionship games for leagues that have 12 
schools or more and split into two divisions 
beginning in 1992, the college football 
landscape changed dramatically. The South- 


claimed the eighth wonder of the world when west Conference, which began play in 
it hosted its first college football game on Sept. 1915, staged its final season in 1995. Four 
11, 1965 (Houston vs. Tulsa), the Astrodome league schools were absorbed by the Big 
quickly became the wave of the future for all Eight, which then became the Big 12 and 
stadiums. Not only was it the first dome built split into two divisions. The SEC was actu- 
specifically for football and baseball, it was also ally the first conference to take advantage of 
the pioneer for artificial turf — AstroTurf, as it the conference championship game rule by 
was originally called. Domed stadiums are adding Arkansas and South Carolina in 


now part of the college landscape, and artificial 


This development must have Rockne spinning: football 


played indoors, on a carpet. 


turf (easier to play on and maintain in bad 
weather) is now as popular a surface as natural 
grass, though the tend is reversing. Non- 
domed stadiums have artificial turf now, mak- 
ing Mother Nature less of a factor than ever. 
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1992 and splitting into two divisions. The 
ay A were Western Athletic 
i — Conference tried a 
16-team alignment 
but couldn’t make it 
work and lost half 
its teams in 1999 to 
the newly formed 
Mountain West 
Conference. 

Even the Big Ten 
sand ACC caught the 
F i bug. 
Florida State was 
eadded to the ACC 
in 1992, increasing 
the league to nine 
schools, while long- 
time independent Penn State joined the Big 
Ten in 1993, increasing that league’s mem- 
bership to 11. The addition of Penn State 
marked the first time in 43 years that the Big 


Ten had expanded. 
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16. THE SWOOSH — Unlike the old 


days, when teams wore generic, colorless uni- 
forms, today’s players are blocking, tackling 
billboards whose uniforms are adorned with 
various logos promoting athletic apparel com- 
panies. Sometimes it’s easier to tell which 
company a team is endorsing than which 
school it’s representing. 


Tim Clark 


A fun game to play when looking 
at photos of college football: 


count the logos. 


17. LIBERALIZED PASS BLOCK- 
ING RULES — In 1973, teams ran the 
ball five times for every two pass attempts. In 
1976, rules loosened pass blocking restrictions 
just a bit, allowing half extension of the arms 
for offensive linemen. The passing game 
received its biggest boost in 1985 when open 
hands, fully extended arms and retreat block- 
ing were legalized. By 1997 there were four 
running plays for every three passes. “It 
became a game of pitch and catch,” says Jack- 
son. In 1984, Miami’s Bernie Kosar led the 
country in passing yards with 3,642 and had 
25 touchdown passes. In 1990, two quarter- 
backs (Ty Detmer of BYU and David Klingler 
of Houston) had topped 5,000 yards passing 
for the season, with Detmer throwing 41 TD 
passes and Klingler 54. 


} 


Arms extended, hands open, it’s a 
new day for offensive linemen. 
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®) WIDE RECEIVER 
Freddie Milons = 
A FFENSIVE 
LINEMAN 
Steve Hutchinson F% 


Senior 4 Rey , bins 
Michigan 5'10" 170 


DEFENSIVE 
BACK 

Robert Carswell 
Senior 

Clemson 


¥ QUARTERBACK . , 6'0" 215 
Michael Vick , § i Jamie Winborn 


Dominic Raiola Junior 


Junior 


ce . Nebraska 
Hy) RUNNING BACK 6'2" 295 


LaMont Jordan . , — : = = DEFENSIVE 


OFFENSIVE 
LINEMAN 
5 Ben Hamilton 
§ Senior 
Minnesota 


aye 
) | LINEBACKER 
Adam Archuleta 


BACK Fe 
5 (PUNTER 
Fred Smoot Dan 


Senior 
Mississippi State fl ear: 


6'1" 179 Nebraska 


Oi!) 2760) -42. 4,959 


IN THE GAME 


ONLY DREAM OF MAKING 
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WR_ Freddie Milons 
WR _ David Terrell 

TE Todd Heap 

OL Steve Hutchinson 
OL Tarlos Thomas 
OL Kenyatta Walker 
OL Ben Hamilton 
OL Dominic Raiola 
QB Michael Vick 

RB LaDainian Tomlinson 
RB LaMont Jordan 
SPECIALISTS 

K Jamie Rheem 
KR John Stone 
OFFENSE 

WR Latef Grim 

WR_ Santana Moss 
TE Tracey Wistrom 
OL Jeff Backus 

OL Paul Hogan 

OL Brett Williams 
OL Joaquin Gonzalez 
OL Casey Rabach 
QB CODrew Brees 

RB Ken Simonton 
RB Hodges Mitchell 
SPECIALISTS 

K Jeff Chandler 
KR Nick Davis 
OFFENSE 

WR_ Kelly Campbell 
WR_ André Davis 

TE Tim Stratton 


OL Doug Rosfeld 

OL Kareem Mckenzie 
OL Rick DeMulling 
OL Terrence Metcalf 
OL Bill Ferrario 

QB Chris Weinke 

RB Anthony Thomas 
RB Avon Cobourne 
SPECIALISTS 

K John Anderson 


KR 
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Leonard Scott 


5'41" 
6'3" 
6'5" 
6'5" 
6'5" 
6'5" 
6'5" 
6'2" 
6'1" 
5'44" 
544" 


6'2" 
5y1* 


6'0" 
5'10" 
6'5" 
6'6" 
6'4" 
6'6" 
6'5" 
6'5" 
6'1" 
Biz" 
5'7" 


6'2" 
5'10" 


511" 
61" 
6'4" 
6'4" 
6'7" 
Hy 
6'3" 
6'3" 
6'5" 
6'2" 
5'8" 


es 
oda" 


183 
208 
232 
298 
320 
298 
283 
295 
214 
217 
219 


190 
182 


185 
LS 
220 
298 
275 
315 
290 
286 
220 
175 
190 


PAN 
180 


170 
196 
252 
279 
321 
303 
300 
302 
240 
225 
190 


185 
170 


Sr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


ule 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Jr. 


Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


So. 


So 


Alabama 
Michigan 
Arizona State 
Michigan 
Florida State 
Florida 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 

. Virginia Tech 
TCU 
Maryland 


Kansas State 


Wake Forest 


Pittsburgh 
Miami 
Nebraska 
Michigan 
Alabama 
Florida State 
Miami 
Wisconsin 
Purdue 
Oregon State 
Texas 


Florida 
Wisconsin 


Georgia Tech 
Virginia Tech 
Purdue 
Cincinnati 
Penn State 
Idaho 
Mississippi 
Wisconsin 
Florida State 
Michigan 
West Virginia 


Washington 
. Tennessee 


ATHLON® SpPoRTS™ 


DEFENSE 

DL Casey Hampton’ 6'1" 
DL Willie Howard 6'4" 
DL Andre Carter 6'4" 
DL Karon Riley 6'4" 
LB Keith Adams Bid" 
LB Jamie Winborn 6'0" 
LB Adam Archuleta 6'0O" 
DB Jamar Fletcher 511.0" 
DB Robert Carswell 6'O" 
DB Chris Lepore 6'0" 
DB Fred Smoot 6'1" 
P Dan Hadenfeldt Lay 
PR Bobby Newcombe 6'0" 
DEFENSE 

DL = Justin Smith 6'5" 
DL Shaun Rogers 6'4" 
DL Alex Brown 6'4" 
DL Wendell Bryant 6'4" 
LB Saleem Rasheed 6'3" 
LB  Jashon Sykes 6'3" 
LB Carlos Polk 62" 
DB Jarrod Cooper 6'1" 
DB Carl Nesmith 6'3" 
DB Kevin Thomas Loja Ba Hee 
DB Anthony Vontoure 6'1" 
P Nick Harris 6'3" 
PR David Allen 5:9" 
DEFENSE 

DL Duke Pettijohn 6'2" 
DL Mario Monds 6'4" 
DL Ennis Davis 6'4" 
DL Jacob Waasdorp 6'2" 
LB = Dan Morgan 6'3? 
LB Tommy Polley 625" 
LB Pernell Griffin 6'3" 
DB Ramon Walker 6'0" 
DB Mike Rumph 6'2" 
DB Andre Dyson 5'10" 
DB Dempsey Dees B10! 
P Craig Jarrett 6:2) 
PR Vinny Sutherland 5'9" 


305 
290 
260 
248 
220 
232 
213 
170 
215 
196 
179 


195 
195 


265 
315 
265 
298 
220 
230 
250 
210 
215 
180 
190 


220 
200 


256 
335 
300 
275 
230 
233 
240 
190 
200 
177 
174 


206 
191 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
ie 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sh 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


Jr. 
Sri 
Jr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Si 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Jr. 
Sr. 


Texas 
Stanford 
California 
Minnesota 
Clemson 
Vanderbilt 
Arizona State 
Wisconsin 
Clemson 
Navy 

Miss. State 


Nebraska 
Nebraska 


Missouri 
Texas 
Florida 
Wisconsin 
Alabama 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Kansas State 
Kansas 
UNLV 
Washington 


California 
Kansas State 


Syracuse 
Cincinnati 
USC 
California 
Miami 
Florida State 
East Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
Miami 

Utah 

Boise State 


Michigan State 
Purdue 
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i 57. Boise State 87. UAB 
Athlon Sports Complete Ranking = 2! FSi; Se NIN 
1. Florida State 29. Oregon 59. Stanford 89. Central Michigan 
2. Nebraska 30. East Carolina 60. Oklahoma State 90. Idaho 
3. Alabama 31. Colorado State 61. Houston 91. Washington State 
4. Michigan 32. Illinois 62. Indiana 92. Navy 
5. Wisconsin 33. Maryland 63. Memphis 93. Temple 
6. Texas 34. Boston College 64. Miami, Oh. 94. San Diego State 
7. Georgia 35. Colorado 65. Northern Illinois 95. Duke 
8. Washington 36. Georgia Tech 66. Arkansas 96. Louisiana Tech 
9. Miami 37. Miss. State 67. Kansas 97. Western Michigan 
10. Florida 38. Oregon State 68. West Virginia 98. Army 
11. Ohio State 39. Syracuse 69. UTEP 99. Tulane 
12. Kansas State 40. Kentucky 70. Akron 100. Central Florida 
13. Clemson 41. Vanderbilt 71. Rice 101. Ball State 
14. Tennessee 42. Texas Tech 72. Louisville 102. San Jose State 
15. USC 43. BYU 73. North Carolina 103. Bowling Green 
16. Virginia Tech 44. Southern Miss 74. New Mexico 104. Tulsa 
17. Oklahoma 45. Fresno State 75. Baylor 105. Arkansas State 
18. Penn State 46. Pittsburgh 76. SMU 106. Rutgers 
19. Ole Miss 47. Arizona State 77. Wake Forest 107. Kent 
20. TCU 48. Toledo 78. South Carolina 108. Eastern Michigan 
21. Purdue 49. Arizona 79. lowa 109. North Texas 
22. UCLA 50. NC State 80. lowa State 110. Utah State 
23. Notre Dame 51. Hawaii 81. Northwestern 111. La.-Lafayette 
24. Utah 52. Marshall 82. Missouri 112. Nevada 
25. Auburn 53. Wyoming 83. Ohio 113. Middle Tennessee 
26. Texas A&M 54. Air Force 84. La.-Monroe 114. Buffalo 
27. Virginia 55. Minnesota 85. New Mexico State 115. Connecticut 
28. Michigan State 56. Cincinnati 86. California 
OFFENSE 
WR Rod Gardner 6'4" 215 Sr. Clemson 
WR Kelly Campbell 5'11" 170 Jr. Georgia Tech 
TE Alge Crumpler 6'3" 260 Sr. North Carolina 
OL Chris Brown 6'6" 315 Sr. Georgia Tech 
OL Tarlos Thomas 6'5". 320 Sr. Florida State 
OL Brett Williams 6'6" 315 So. Florida State 
OL Josh Lawson 6'5" 302 Jr. Virginia 
OL Melvin Fowler 6'3" 287 Jr. Maryland 
QB Chris Weinke 6'5" 240 Sr. Florida State 
RB LaMont Jordan 5'11" 219 Sr. Maryland 
RB Travis Zachery 6'0" 190 Jr. Clemson 
DEFENSE 
DL Jamal Reynolds 6'4" 254 Sr. Florida State 
DL Julius Peppers 6'6" 270 So. North Carolina 
DL Bryan Ray 6'3" 250 Sr. Wake Forest 
DL Terry Jolly 6'2" 290 Sr. Clemson 
LB Keith Adams 5'11" 220 Jr. Clemson 
| LB Tommy Polley 6'5" 233 Sr. Florida State 
a LB Brian Allen 6'2" 225 Sr. Florida State 
A DB Robert Carswell 6'0" 215 #Sr. Clemson 
Predict Order of Finish DB Derrick Gibson 6'2" 207 Sr. Florida State 
1. Florida State 6. NC State DB Tay Cody 5'11" 180 Sr. Florida State 
d DB Errol Hood 5'11" 195 Jr. North Carolina 
2. Clemson 7. North Carolina SPECIALISTS 
3. Virginia 8. Wake Forest 4 Brian Kopka 5'7" 174 Sr. Maryland 
4. Maryland 9. Duke P Brian Morton 6'6" 220 Sr. Duke 
: KR John Stone 5'11" 182 Jr. Wake Forest 
5. Georgia Tech PR Arlen Harris 5'11" 205 So. Virginia 
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Easy to sip. 
Ow easy to grip. 


Get ahold of Canadian Mist’s 
new lightweight 1.75-liter 
bottle. All the smooth, mellow 
taste in a “gripping” new 
shape. At around two pounds 
lighter than a glass bottle, 
lifting your spirits has never 


been so easy. 


Please enjoy Canadian Mist responsibly. www.canadianmist.com 
Imported and Bottled by Brown-Forman Beverages Worldwide, Canadian Whisky, A Blend, 40% Alc. by Volume, Louisville, KY ©2000 


QB Michael Vick 6'1" 214 So. Virginia Tech 
RB Avon Cobourne 5'8" 190 So. West Virginia 
RB James Jackson 5'11" 215 Sr. Miami 

WR Santana Moss 5'10" 175 Sr. Miami 

WR Latef Grim 6'0O" 185 Sr. Pittsburgh 

OL Rick Gilliam 6'6" 325 Sr. West Virginia 
OL Joaquin Gonzalez 6'5" 290 Jr. Miami 

OL Paul Zukauskas 6'6" 318 Sr. Boston College 


OL Josh Redding 6'4" 306 Sr. Virginia Tech 
OL Bryan Anderson 6'5" 295 So. Pittsburgh 
TE L.J. Smith 6'4" 225 So. Rutgers 


DL Damione Lewis 6'3" 290 Sr. Miami 
DL Duke Pettijohn 6'2" 256 Sr. Syracuse 


DL Dan Klecko 6'1" 274 So. Temple 
DL Antonio Garay 6'4" 287 Jr. Boston College 
LB Dan Morgan 6'3" 230 Sr. Miami 


LB Morlon Greenwood 6'0" 234 Sr. Syracuse 
LB Nick Sorensen 6'3" 207 Sr. Virginia Tech 


\Y DB Mike Rumph 6'2" 200 Jr. Miami 
= - == . DB Ramon Walker 6'0" 190 So. Pittsburgh 
Predicted Order of Finish _bB Cory Bird 5'10" 218 Sr. Virginia Tech 
ae , DB Will Allen 5'11" 182 Sr. Syracuse 
1. Miami 5. Pittsburgh 
2. Virginia Tech = 6. West Virginia) p ark Fazzolari 6'0" 185 So. West Virginia 
3. Boston College 7. Temple PR Antonio Brown 5'10" 170 Jr. West Virginia 
g P K Nick Lotz 6'2" 210 Jr. Pittsburgh 
4. Syracuse 8. Rutgers KR William Green 6'1" 220 So. Boston College 
WR David Terrell 6'3" 208 Jr. Michigan 
WR Ken-Yon Rambo 6'1" 190 Sr. Ohio State 
TE Tim Stratton 6'4" 252 Jr. Purdue 
OL Steve Hutchinson 6'5" 298 Sr. Michigan 
OL Ben Hamilton 6'5" 283 Sr. Minnesota 
OL Jeff Backus 6'6" 298 Sr. Michigan 
OL Casey Rabach 6'5" 286 Sr. Wisconsin 
OL Kareem McKenzie 6'7" 321 Sr. Penn State 
QB Drew Brees 6'1" 220 Sr. Purdue 
RB Anthony Thomas’ 6'2" 225 Sr. Michigan 
RB Ladell Betts 5'11" 210 Jr. lowa 
DL Karon Riley 6'4" 248 Sr. Minnesota 
DL Wendell Bryant 6'4" 298 Jr. Wisconsin 
DL John Schlecht 6'1" 294 Sr. Minnesota 
DL Dwayne Missouri 6'5" 265 Sr. Northwestern 
LB Justin Smith 6'O" 213 Jr. Indiana 
LB Kevin Bentley 6'1" 233 Jr. Northwestern 
LB T.J. Turner 6'2" 252 Sr. Michigan State 
inhi inal DB Jamar Fletcher 5'10" 170 Jr. Wisconsin 
o> pisslean apesty. DB James Whitley  5'11" 188 Sr. Michigan 
2. Wisconsin 8. Minnesota _—DB Willie Middlebrooks 6'2" 190 Jr. Minnesota 
3. Ohio State 9. Indiana DB Muhammad Abdullah 6'1" 200 Jr. Illinois 
4. Penn State 10. lowa K Dan Nystrom 5'11" 195 So. Minnesota 
‘ L P Craig Jarrett 6'2" 206 Jr. Michigan State 
: eandlie ads WOEMIW ERED KR Nick Davis 5'10" 180 Jr. Wisconsin 
6. Michigan State PR Vinny Sutherland 5'9" 191 Sr. Purdue 
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imate Your Tailgate Party.) 
Ax sTailgreat!! 


“ TEAR HERE RESEA 


LABLE PACKAGE 


WWTRIENTS 
(TION INFORMATION ON SATURATED FAT & OTHERN 


_ Add| Sargento: Cheese) 
, to your, tailgate recipe 
\ “fora taste) they, Il 
“ys icheer: for!) 


imshredsed cheese t 
jae 


_ For recipe ideas 

call 1-800-CHEESES, 
ask for Dept. Tailgate, 
_or visit our web site 


\Z at sargento.com 


sane Natural Shredded & Sliced Cheese - 
a Natural for the Big Event! 


TE 
OL 
OL 
OL 
_ OL 

=» OL 
QB 
RB 

RB 


é - DL 
LB 
Predicted Order of Finish is 
DB 
1. Nebraska 1. Texas on 
2. Kansas State 2. Oklahoma DB 
3. Colorado 3. Texas A&M 
4. Kansas 4. Texas Tech KR 
5. lowa State 5. Oklahoma State igs 
6. Missouri 6. Baylor P 


Boise State SID 


Predicted Order of Finish {5 
1. Boise State - 
2. New Mexico State Ss 
3. Idaho <a 
4. Arkansas State 

5. North Texas on 
6. Utah State oe 


WR Quincy Morgan 
WR Chris Taylor 


Tracey Wistrom 
Leonard Davis 


Randall Cummins 


Dominic Raiola 
Russ Hochstein 
Josh Lind 

Eric Crouch 
Cortlen Johnson 
Hodges Mitchell 


Justin Smith 
Shaun Rogers 
Casey Hampton 
Corey Callens 
Jashon Sykes 
Carlos Polk 
Jason Glenn 
Jarrod Cooper 
Carl Nesmith 
Kevin Curtis 
Gary Baxter 


J.J. Moses 


Bobby Newcombe 


Jamie Rheem 
Dan Hadenfeldt 


WR Aaron Jones 
WR Robert Kilow 


Bart Hendricks 
Ja'Quay Wilburn 
Anthony Tenner 
Mike Roberg 
Matt Hancock 
Rick DeMulling 
Garry Johnson 
Tony Wragge 
Andy Lott 


Wil Beck 
Bradly Phillips 
Lyn Perryman 
Ryan Knowles 
Chris Nofoaiga 
Brad Kassell 
Brent Passey 
Quintin Mikell 
Donald Malloy 
Dempsy Dees 
Jascon Willis 


Nick Calaycay 
Chris Lacy 
Emmett White 
Andy Kohl 
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6'2" 
5111" 
6'5" 
6'6" 
6'3" 
6'2" 
6'4" 
6'6" 
6'1" 
5'9" 
5'7" 


6'5" 
6'4" 
6'1" 
6'2" 
6'3" 
6'2" 
6'1" 
6'1" 
6'3" 
6'2" 
6'2" 


5'6" 
6’0” 
6'2" 
5'11" 


5'11" 
5'11" 
6'0" 
5'10" 
5'9" 
6'4" 
6'0" 
6'5" 
6'4" 
6'3" 
6'2" 


6'2" 
6'3" 
6'1" 
6'3" 
5'10" 
6'3" 
6'1" 
5'10" 
5'9" 
5'10" 
5'9" 


5'7" 
6'0" 
5'11" 
6'4" 


215 
184 
220 
367 
285 
295 
290 
280 
195 
195 
190 


265 
315 
305 
258 
230 
250 
235 
210 
215 
195 
195 


170 
195 
190 
195 


180 
167 
205 
188 
192 
260 
281 
303 
309 
291 
291 


301 
238 
238 
255 
220 
227 
227 
194 
180 
174 
164 


170 
191 
199 
211 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 

Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 

Jr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 

Sr. 


Kansas State 
Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
Texas 
Kansas State 
Nebraska 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 
Nebraska 
Colorado 
Texas 


Missouri 
Texas 
Texas 
Oklahoma 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Texas A&M 
Kansas State 
Kansas 
Texas Tech 
Baylor 


lowa State 
Nebraska 
Kansas State 
Nebraska 


Utah State 
Arkansas State 
Boise State 
North Texas 
Idaho 

Idaho 

New Mexico St. 
Idaho 

Arkansas St. 


. New Mexico St. 
. North Texas 


. Idaho 


Boise State 


. New Mexico St. 
. Idaho 

. Idaho 

. North Texas 

. Utah State 

. Boise State 

. New Mexico St. 
. Boise State 

. New Mexico St. 


Boise State 
Idaho 

Utah State 
New Mexico St. 
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Flavor Explosion” 
) Rael Patio Party 


“It was the sausages,’ says ecstatic chef. 
*“They’re bursting with flavor!” 


Al Kooistra 


Miami (Ohio) SID 


OFFENSE 

QB David Garrard 6'3" 235 Jr. East Carolina 
RB Derrick Nix 6'2" 226 Jr. Southern Miss 
RB Jamie Wilson 6'1" 205 Sr. East Carolina 
OL Doug Rosfeld 6'4" 279 Sr. Cincinnati 

OL Sherwin Lacewell 6'2" 290 Sr. East Carolina 
OL Josh Lovelady 6'3" 320 Sr. Houston 

, OL Jeremy Bridges 6'5" 305 Jr. Southern Miss 
OL DeCorye Hampton 6'8" 333 Sr. Memphis 

TE Rashon Burns 6'4" 240 Sr. East Carolina 
WR Orlando Iglesias 6'2" 212 Sr. Houston 

WR Arnold Jackson 5'8" 160 Sr. Louisville 


DEFENSE 

DL Cedric Scott 6'5" 278 Sr. Southern Miss 
DL Marcus Bell 6'2" 305 Sr. Memphis 

DL Mario Monds 6'4" 335 Sr. Cincinnati 


aS DL Mbayo Ahmadu, Jr. 6'1" 270 Sr. East Carolina 
= A = LB Lyle Weaver 5'11" 240 Sr. Army 
Predicted Order of Finish LB Pernell Griffin 6'3" 240 Jr. East Carolina 
. aoa LB Kamal Shakir 6'1" 238 Sr. Memphis 
1. East Carolina 6. Louisville DB Leo Barnes 6'1" 202 Sr. Southern Miss 
Fi DB DeJuan Gossett 5'11" 202 = Sr. Cincinnati 
2. Southern Miss 7. UAB DB Adrian Singleton 6'2" 200 Jr. UAB 
Pe f DB Idrees Bashir 6'3" 202 Jr. Memphis 
3. Cincinnati 8. Arm 
4 SPECIALISTS 
4. Houston 9. Tulane K Ryan White 5'9" 193 Jr. Memphis 
3 P Casey Roussel 6'1" 223 Jr. Tulane 
5. Memphis RS Keith Stokes 5'8" 180 Sr. East Carolina 


OFFENSE 

QB Mike Bath 6'2" 225 Sr. Miami 

RB Williams Andrews 5'11" 205 Sr. Northern Illinois 
RB Chester Taylor 5'11" 199 Sr. Toledo 

WR Steve Neal 6'0" 187 Sr. Western Michigan 
WR Sly Johnson 5'9" 182 Sr. Miami 

TE Matt Kelly 6'4" 246 Sr. Eastern Michigan 
OL Ryan Diem 6'7" 336 Sr. Northern Illinois 
OL Jimmy Cabellos 6'4" 310 #£Sr. Marshall 

OL Nick Glowacki 6'6" 310 Jr. Ohio 

OL Rob Fehrman 6'7" 300 Sr. Bowling Green 
OL Jason Hupp 6'3" 315 Sr. Kent 


DEFENSE 

DL Andy Aracri 6'1" 279 Sr. Miami 
DL Paul Toviessi 6'7" 255 Sr. Marshall 
DL Jimmy Parker 6'3" 279 Sr. Marshall 
DL DeJuan Goulde 6'1" 250 Sr. Toledo 
LB Max Yates 6'2" 225 Jr. Marshall 


Predicted Order of Finish LB Kevin Rollins 6'2" 225 Sr. Toledo 


LB Kenny Philpot 6'2" 238 Jr. Eastern Michigan 


East West DB Daninelle Derricott 5'8" 159 Sr. Marshall 

1. Marshall 1. Toledo DB Maurice Hines 5'7" 186 Sr. Marshall 

2. Miami 2. No. Illinois DB Jermaine Hampton 6'1" 207 = Sr. Northern Illinois 
3. Akron 3. Central Mich. DB Dwight Smith 5'11" 200 Sr. Akron 

4. Ohio 4. Western Mich. SPECIALISTS 

5. Bowling Green 5. Ball State K Dave Pavich 6'1" 165 Jr. Kent 

6. Kent 6. Eastern Mich. P Dave Zastudil 6'4" 230 Jr. Ohio 

7. Buffalo PR Brandon Payne 5'10" 190 So. Akron 


KR Rashad McDade 5'10" 175 Jr. Western Michigan 
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Eureka Carpet Shampooers 
deep clean 30 percent more than 
previous models. That's because 
they come with an exclusive power 
pump. So they provide more aggres- 
sive cleaning on your soiled carpets. 
They also come priced less than 
other full-size competitors, which 
means you'll clean up with savings, too. 

But what separates Eureka from 
the rest are two simple facts. Value 
and performance. No one gives you 
more in a full-sized, full-featured 
carpet shampooer. 

So get behind the power of the 
pump. Call 1-888-800-2302 for more 
facts on the new power pump shan- 
pooers from Eureka. 


Choose from three new Eureka Carpet 
Shampooers. Models with brush rolls, 
upholstery attachments and more, for less. 


www.eureka.com 


©2000 White Consolidate Industries, Inc 
Printed in the U.S.A 


Mountain \ WR Margin Hooks 6'0" 190 Sr. BYU 


es WR Dallas Davis 5'10" 175 Sr. Colorado State 


| TE Gray McNeill 6'1" 250 Sr. San Diego State 
OL Tim Stuber 6'5" 310 Sr. Colorado State 
OL Doug Kaufusi 6'6" 305 Jr. Utah 
“ee OL Mike Irvin 6'3" 300 So. Wyoming 
ae OL Jon Samuelson 6'6" 305 Sr. New Mexico 
j OL David Hildebrand 6'3" 290 Sr. Air Force 
is QB Jay Stoner 6'1" 203 Sr. Wyoming 
RB Larry Ned 5'11" 210 Sr. San Diego State 


® RB Holmon Wiggins 6'0" 205 Jr. New Mexico 


ae DL Setema Gali 6'4" 245 Sr. BYU 
4 DL Jerome Haywood 5'9" 280 Jr. San Diego State 
DL Ma’ake Kemoeatu 6'5" 308 Sr. Utah 
m DL Mike Mackenzie 6'2" 265 Sr. Colorado State 
, LB Patrick Chukwurah 6'2" 238 Sr. Wyoming 


Utah SID 


; LB Kautai Olevao 6'2" 268 Sr. Utah 
LB Rick Crowell 6'3" 245 Sr. Colorado State 
im > é DB Kevin Thomas 5'11" 180 Jr. UNLV 
i ~ DB Andre Dyson 5'10" 177 Sr. Utah 
Predicted Order ie Finish DB Rantie Harper 6'1" 205 Sr. New Mexico 
DB Jared Lee 6'O" 210 Sr. BYU 
1. Utah 5. Air Force 
2. Colorado State 6. New Mexico P lag Pochman ee z80 =. Bru. 
ay Cheetany 5'11" I 
3. BYU : 7. UNLV R Duane James 5'9" 180 Jr. UNLV 
4. Wyoming 8. San Diego State Pr Steve Smith 5'8" 177 Sr. Utah 


2 enn 
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. << 
CAMPBELL* ~~ EREM® Pil LUFKIN" 


CRESCENT® \ KAHNETICS® NICHOLSON® 


WR Kareem Kelly 6'1" 

WR DeRonnie Pitts 5'11" 

TE Todd Heap 6'5" 

= OL Chad Ward 6'5" 
Predicted OL Bruce Wiggins 6'3" 
OL Steven Grace 6'3" 

Order of OL Eric Heitmann 6'4" 
= OL Keith DiDomenico 6'5" 
Finish QB Carson Palmer 6'5" 
RB Ken Simonton 5'7" 

1. Washington RB Delvon Flowers 5'11 
2. USC DL Andre Carter 6'4" 
DL Willie Howard 6'4" 

3. UCLA DL Ennis Davis 6'4" 
DL Jacob Waasdorp 6'2" 

4. Oregon LB Adam Archuleta _6'0" 
5. Oregon State LB Zeke Moreno 6'3" 
; LB Markus Steele 6'3" 

6. Arizona State DB Dennis Weathersby 6'1" 
. DB Anthony Vontoure 6'1" 

7. Arizona DB Lamont Thompson 6'2" 
8. Stanford DB Rashad Bauman 5'8 
9. California K John Anderson 6'1" 
P Nick Harris 6'3" 
10. Wash. State kp Sonny Cook 6'1" 


PR Ricky Manning 5'9" 


919-781-7200 or www.coopertools.com COOPER Tools 


~\ 
PLUMB® XY WELLER® wiss* 


H. K. PORTER® WIRE-WRAP* a) XCELITE® 


185 
195 


So. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


USC 

Stanford 
Arizona State 
Washington 
Arizona 
Arizona 
Stanford 
Oregon State 
USC 

Oregon State 
Arizona State 


California 
Stanford 

usc 
California 
Arizona State 


Sr. USC 


Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 

So. 


USC 

Oregon State 
Washington 
Wash. State 
Oregon 


Washington 
California 
Oregon 
UCLA 


2 
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WR Freddie Milons 5'11" 183 Jr. Alabama 

OL Pork Chop Womack 6'3" 328 Sr. Mississippi State 
OL Kenyatta Walker 6'5" 298 Jr. Florida 

OL Paul Hogan 6'4" 275 Sr. Alabama 

, OL Terrence Metcalf 6'3" 300 #£Jr. Ole Miss 

OL Dante Ellington 6'6" 330 So. Alabama 

TE Elliott Carson 6'5" 250 Sr. Vanderbilt 

WR Ronney Daniels 6'1" 211 So. Auburn 

QB Quincy Carter 6'2" 223 Jr. Georgia 

RB Deuce McAllister 6'1" 220 Sr. Ole Miss 


RB Travis Henry 5'11" 220 Sr. Tennessee 
DL Alex Brown 6'4" 265 Jr. Florida 
DL Richard Seymour 6'6" 300 Sr. Georgia 
DL Randy Garner 6'4" 272 Sr. Arkansas 


Tim Clark 


hdl DL Kindal Moorehead 6'3" 293 Jr. Alabama 
= =F LB Eric Westmoreland 6'0" 230 Sr. Tennessee 
Predicted Order of Finish ie jamie winborn 6'0" 232 Jr. Vanderbilt 
LB Saleem Rasheed 6'3" 220 So. Alabama 


2 DB Larry Casher 5'11" 167 Sr. Auburn 
1. Georgia 1. Alabama DB Reggie Myles 5'11" 189 Jr. Alabama 
: ida 2. Ole Mi DB Ryan Clark 5'11" 185 Jr. LSU 
= HOOM or DB Fred Smoot 6'1" 179 Sr. Mississippi State 
3. Tennessee 3. Auburn 
4. Kentucky 4. Miss. State \ Jeff Chandler 6'2" 217 Sr. Florida 
5. Vanderbilt 5, LSU P David Leaverton 6'4" 210 Sr. Tennessee 
6. South Carolina 6. Arkansas KR Leonard Scott 5'11" 170 So. Tennessee 


PR Kendrick Shanklin 5'9" 170 Jr. Kentucky 


QB David Neill 6'5" 200 Jr. Nevada 

RB LaDainian Tomlinson 5'11" 217 Sr. TCU 

RB Deonce Whitaker 5'6" 175 Sr. San Jose State 
WR Rodney Wright 5'9" 175 Jr. Fresno State 
WR Craig Stutzmann 5'10" 189 Jr. Hawaii 


TE Brian Natkin 6'3" 245 Sr. UTEP 
OL Carey Clayton 6'4" 275 Sr. UTEP 
OL David Bobo 6'5" 291 Sr. TCU 
OL Chris Fe’esago 6'3" 332 Jr. San Jose State 
OL Ahmad Bhatti 6'3" 308 Sr. Fresno State 
OL Mike Keathley 6'4" 295 Sr. TCU 
DL Aaron Schobel 6'4" 244 Sr. TCU 
DL Alan Harper 6'2" 275 Jr. Fresno State 
/ DL Shawn Worthen 6'1" 290 Sr. TCU 
E y LB Shannon Brazzell 5'11" 228 Sr. TCU 
E 7@\ LB Orlando Huff 6'3" 220 Sr. Fresno State 
7% LB Tim Skipper 5'7" 200 Sr. Fresno State 
& bs LB Ashon Farley 5'11" 222 Sr. Tulsa 
H H DB Anthony Limbrick 6'1" 205 Sr. Fresno State 
Predicted Order of Finish DB Jason Hebert 6'0" 190 Jr. Rice 
1. TCU 6. SMU DB Curtis Fuller 5'10" 191 Sr. TCU 
2. Fresno State 7. San Jose St. DB Dee Miller 2 GOe Sr awa 
3. Hawaii 8. Tulsa K Ricky Bishop 5'9" 170 Sr. UTEP 
4. UTEP 9. Nevada P Travis Hale 6'3" 215 So. Rice 
5. Rice KR Deonce Whitaker 5'6" 175 Sr. San Jose State 
PR Waking Bailey 5'9" 181 Sr. San Jose State 
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ee) 
INTERNATIONAL 


A STARTING 


LINE UP 
GUARANTE é D Looking for a real player you can add to your lineup? 
TO DELIVER These Champions are sure to deliver the results you expect. 
CHAMPION’ iets 5 hob 
PERFORMANCE. ite 

GND Tetnolges ie oi Webs awuv.gn.com 


d Vortex and Performance Series are Or Call Us at: 
Atlanta, Georgia, 30350 U.S.A. trademarks of Federal-Mogul Corporation. BATTERIES  1-800-CHAMP-50 


Florida State 
Seminoles 


ith 109 victories and two national 
championships in the 1990s, 
Florida State established a stan- 


dard for dynasties. Don’t expect anything dif- 
ferent as the new decade unfolds with Bobby 
Bowden at the helm for his 25th season. With 
32 of the top 44 players returning from last 
seasons championship team, the Noles 


Chris Weinke 


should be in the thick of the title race. 

Though FSU prefers to throw, the Noles 
can grind it out on the ground behind what 
many believe will be the program’s most dom- 
inant offensive front. The Noles boast a pair 
of All-America-quality tackles in Brett 
Williams and Tarlos Thomas, and rising 
guard talent Montrae Holland. 


ast 


Number of passing yards 
needed by senior quarterback 

Chris Weinke to become Florida 
State’s all-time leader. 


FSU goes two-deep from tackle-to-tackle 
and has five quality tailbacks. Leading rusher 
Travis Minor is battling make-it-happen Jeff 
Chaney for the tailback job. William McCray 
returns to the fullback post he vacated due to 
injury in last season's opener. 

Chris Weinke is the NFL-veteran age of 
28. He's also the nation’s winningest active 
quarterback, with a 21-1 record as a starter. 

The Noles can overcome the departures of 


36 


receivers Peter Warrick and Ron Dugans 
because Marvin Minnis, Robert Morgan, 
Atrews Bell and Anquan Boldin have estab- 
lished themselves. The addition of Javon 
Walker gives FSU a big (6'3") deep threat. In 
addition to able backfield pass-catchers like 
Minor and McCray, Ryan Sprague and 
Patrick Hughes are valuable tight end targets. 

It will be difficult to replace 
graduated All-America defensive 
tackle Corey Simon and interior 
line sidekick Jerry Johnson. 
Youngsters Chris Woods, Kevin 
Emanuel and Rian Cason are the 
leading contenders to fill that 
void on a unit that ranked 10th 
nationally against the run. 

The Noles return one of the 
most productive linebacker units 
in the program's history. Senior 
outside linebackers Tommy Pol- 
ley and Brian Allen combined for 
210 stops last season and ranked 
1-2 on the squad, just ahead of 
first-year starter Bradley Jennings 
(92) in the middle. Depth, how- 
ever, is a concern. 

It wont hurt that return- 
ing safeties Derrick Gibson 
and Chris Hope are gifted 
run-stoppers with  well- 
earned reputations as two of 
the team’s toughest hitters. 

FSU struggled somewhat defending the 
pass last season, though the Noles finished 
second in the nation with 22 interceptions 
and were ranked 15th nationally in pass 
efficiency defense. Regaining their reputa- 
tion as a fierce pass-rushing unit will go a 
long way toward remedying any real or 
perceived deficiencies. FSU’s defensive 
end trio of Jamal Reynolds, David Warren 
and Roland Seymour intend to improve 
on last season’s modest sack total of 29. 


Allen Kee 


SE 
ST 
SG 
c 

1G 
TT 
TE 
FL 
QB 
FB 
1B 


LE 
T 

NG 
RE 


BB 36 William McCray (Ur., 3) 


70-percent touchback ratio, nor Warrick’s 
magic on punt returns. If freshman kicker 
Brett Cimorelli can’t get the job done, the 
Noles will either lead the nation in fourth- 
down conversion attempts or punts from 
inside the opponents’ 30. Boldin and reserve 
tailbacks Davy Ford and Nick Maddox will 
vie for the chance to return punts. 

Thanks to FSU’s defense in recent seasons, 
kickoff returns have been almost an after- 
thought. Expect more of the same. 

Punter Keith Cottrell is coming off his best 
campaign (42.8-yard avg.) and benefits from 
a coverage unit that helped the "Noles rank 
second nationally in net punting a year ago. 

FSU blocked six punts or field-goal 
attempts last season, which could loom large. 

One of Bowden's greatest strengths has 
been his ability to adapt and change. While 
the core of FSU’s staff remains intact with the 
return of coordinators Mark Richt and 
Mickey Andrews, the Noles will go to war for 
the first time in 19 seasons without assistant 
head coach Chuck Amato, now the head 
coach at NC State. Joe Kines adds another 
veteran presence to a staff that’s endured very 
little change over the past 15 years. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


87 Robert Morgan (Jr., 2) 4 Anquan Boldin (So., 1) 
72 Brett Williams (So.,1) 78 Donald Heaven (Sr., 3) 
64 Justin Amman (Sr, 3) 79 Todd Williams (So., 0) 
54 Jarad Moon (Sr., 2) 52 Antoine Mirambeau (So., 1) 
641 Montrae Holland (So., 1) 74 Jerry Carmichael (Sr., 3) 
60  Tarlos Thomas (Sr.,2) 75 Charron Dorsey (Sr., 3) 
85 Ryan Sprague (Sr.,3) 82 Patrick : Hughes (Ur, 2) 
43 Marvin Minnis (Sr., 3) 26 Atrews Bell (Jr., 2) 

16 Chris Weinke (Sr., 3) 14 Marcus Outzen (Sr., 3) 
39 Chad Maeder (Jr., 1) 
23 Travis Minor (Sr., 3) 4. Jeff Chaney (Sr., 3) 


Defense (7) 


56 Roland Seymour (Sr.,3) 99 David Warren (Sr., 3) 
90 Kevin Emanuel (Fr,0) 94 Jeff Womble (Fr., 0) 
98 Chris Woods (So., 1) 95 Rian Cason (So., 1) 
58. Jamal Reynolds (Sr.,3) 94 0). Jackson (So., 1) 


Senior cornerback Tay Cody returns 
for his fourth season as a starter and will 
be flanked by Clevan Thomas, the team’s 
most consistent cover corner. Cody, 
Thomas and Rufus Brown are all short 
and vulnerable to big receivers. The con- 
tinued development of Malcolm Tatum 
(6'1") could go a long way toward 
shoring up a potential weakness. 

Safeties Gibson and Hope, who shared 
the team lead with four interceptions 
apiece, are more than adequate backstops. 

There are no substitutes for Sebastian 


Janikowski’s 60-yard field-goal range and 
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SLB 55 Brian Allen (Sr., 3) 
MLB 44 Bradley Jennings (Jr, 2) 
WLB29 Tommy Polley (Sr., 3) 
LC 8 Clevan Thomas (Sr., 3) 
RV 6 Derrick Gibson (Sr., 3) 
FS 28 Chris Hope (Jr., 2) 

RC 27 Tay Cody (Sr., 3) 


32 Jean Jeune (Sr., 2) 
Kendyll Pope (Fr., 0) 

42 Jarel Hudson (So., 1) 

3 Malcolm Tatum (So., 1) 

42 Abdual Howard (Jr, 1) 

24 BJ. Ward (Fr., 0) 

7 Rufus Brown (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 


K Brett Cimorelli (Fr., 0) 
P 47 Keith Cottrell (Sr., 3) 

KR 4 Anquan Boldin (So., 1) 
PR 4 Anquan Boldin (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters 
_ NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Bobby Bowden 
2000 Prediction: Ist ACC 


1999 Record (ACC): 12-0 (8-0) 
Doak Campbell Stadium (80,000) 
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TOYOTA 


CERTIFIED 


Used Vehicies 


’s a used car. But without the hassles, niggling little es = 
problems and the anxiety that normally come standard. . 
Because it's been put through an exhaustive 128-point 


inspection. (Passed, flying colors.) And it's backed by a 


limited factory powertrain warranty that's good for 6 years 
or 100,000 miles from the original date of purchase. 

(For peace of mind.) And a full year of unlimited, 24-hour 

roadside assistance.* (Just in case.) Toyota Certified Used 


Vehicles. The best new cars make the best used cars. 


&@ TOYOTA 


peace of mind. 
every day. 


www.toyotacertified.com # 1+800-go-toyota 


©1999 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. *See your Toyota Certified Used Vehicle dealer for details on limited warranty and roadside assistance. 


Nebraska 


Cornhuskers 


oach Frank Solich is uneasy about 
C talk that Nebraska will get considera- 
tion for No. 1 in the preseason polls. 
That spot belongs to defending national 
champion Florida State, he says. 
Nebraska's run-oriented option offense 
dominated Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl, and 
all but two linemen and a tight end return. 


Eric Crouch 


The defense is less set; there are positions to 
fill, most notably outside linebacker. Never- 
theless, the Cornhuskers have the look of 


national title contenders. 
a The number of times the 
Cornhuskers fumbled in 1999. 


They lost 25, to lead the nation 
and cause Solich considerable con- 
sternation. In back-to-back games 
against Kansas State and Colorado, 
they lost 8-of-18. 


Concerns about Nebraska's running game 
were assuaged by the end of last season, and 
the Cornhuskers should be even more domi- 
nating in 2000. The offensive line returns 
three starters plus Jason Schwab, the strongest 
of the group and a team leader, who's back 
after missing 1999 with a knee injury. Center 
Dominic Raiola and guard Russ Hochstein 
are both being hyped for the Outland Trophy. 

Dave Volk, who replaced Schwab last sea- 
son, was at times a dominating presence. He 
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had 20 knockdown blocks in the Kansas State 
victory. Massive Toniu Fonoti, a future star, 
got by on physical ability as a freshman. 

Quarterback Eric Crouch and I-backs Dan 
Alexander and Correll Buckhalter rushed for 
a combined 2,416 yards and 30 touchdowns. 
Crouch carried the biggest share of the load. 
He was the first quarterback to lead Nebraska 
in rushing since 1955, and his 16 
rushing touchdowns were the 
most by a Division [ quarterback. 

Alexander has the size and 
strength of a fullback combined 
with exceptional speed. Buckhal- 
ter is a slasher whose breakaway 
ability has been questioned but 
whose reliability has not. 

Crouch is an efficient passer if 
not a prolific one, completing 
83-of-160 for 1,269 yards and 
seven touchdowns with only four 
interceptions. He put up those 
numbers despite a sore right 
shoulder that required surgery 
following the Fiesta Bowl. 

The play-action pass is an 
effective weapon against defenses 
determined to stop the run, 
as evidenced by tight end 
Tracey Wistrom’s 26.8-yards- 
per-reception average and 
two touchdowns on 16 
catches. Matt Davison is a possession 
receiver who needs only 11 catches to 
move up to second on the Cornhuskers’ 
career list, behind Johnny Rodgers, the 
1972 Heisman Trophy winner. 

The Rodgers lookalike, however, is ver- 
satile Bobby Newcombe, a gamebreaker 
who has finally settled in at wingback 
after beginning last season as the starting 
quarterback. 

The Cornhusker defense was far and 
away the best in the Big 12 against the 
run, and they could be again if they can 
find replacements at outside linebacker, 
where the top two on each side are gone. 

Mark Vedral and Randy Stella will 
fight for time on the weak side. The 
strong side is less settled. Carlos Polk is an 
aggressive run-stopper in the middle. 

Up front, Nebraska has experience and 
depth. Tackle Loran Kaiser and rush end 
Kyle Vanden Bosch are the defensive lead- 
ers. Both were definitive McBride-type 
players — strong and quick, with nasty 
streaks and little to say. Jason Lohr is the 
other starting tackle and his strength 
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66 Jon Rutherford (Jr., 2) 


WB 12 Bobby Newcombe (Sr., 3) 8 John Gibson (Sr., 2) 


Head Coach; Frank Solich 
2000 Prediction: 1st Big 12 North 


makes him most effective against the run. Jon 
Clanton, Matt McGinn and Jeremy Slechta, 
who is recovering from a torn ACL, will play. 

Nebraska ranked second in the nation and 
first in the conference in pass efficiency 
defense, due largely to pressure up front. Van- 
den Bosch and Polk were involved in 11 of a 
conference-leading 53 sacks. 

Cornerbacks Keyuo Craver and Erwin 
Swiney have the speed to handle coverage. 

Punter Dan Hadenfeldt averaged a school 
single-season record 45.0 yards per punt to 
rank second in the conference and fourth 
nationally, He also handled kickoffs. Josh 
Brown, who’s athletic enough to get a look at 
wingback during the spring, was consistent 
on field goals up to 40 yards, hitting on 13- 
of-16 from that range. 

Newcombe and Walker are gamebreakers 
on punt returns. Stella, an outside linebacker, 
is among those returning kickoffs, an area 
that received special emphasis in the spring. 

Solich, the 1999 Big 12 Coach of the Year, 
has made subtle changes in the program to fit 
his personality without tampering with the 
philosophy that made it successful under 
Tom Osborne. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


3 Matt Davison (Sr., 3) 9 Wilson Thomas (So., 1) 
58 Dave Volk (Jr, 2) 75 Kyle Kollmorgen (Jr., 2) 
77 Toniu Fonoti (So., 1) 

52 John Garrison (So., 1) 
64 Steve Altstadt (Jr., 1) 

75 Kyle Kollmorgen (Jr., 2) 
99 Aaron Golliday (So., 1) 
14 Joe Chrisman (So., 1) 
35 Tyrone Uhlir (Jr., 1) 

36 Correll Buckhalter (Sr., 3) 


54 Dominic Raiola (Jr, 2) 

55 Russ Hochstein (Sr, 3) 

65 Jason Schwab (Sr, 2) 

87 Tracey Wistrom (Jr., 2) 
7 Eric Crouch (Jr, 2) 

15 Willie Miller (Sr., 3) 

38 Dan Alexander (Sr., 3) 


Defense (5) 

98 Demoine Adams (So., 1) 95 J.P. Wichmann (Jr., 1) 
70 Jason Lohr (Jr., 2) 55 Jon Clanton (So., 1) 
91 Loran Kaiser (Sr., 3) 74 Matt McGinn (Jr., 1) 
83 Kyle Vanden Bosch (Sr., 3)97 Matt Grummert (Sr., 1) 
44 Rod Baker (Sr., 1) 43 Scott Shanle (So., 1) 
13 Carlos Polk (Sr. 3) 48 Jamie Burrow (Jr., 2) 

9 Mark Vedral (Jr., 2) 34 Randy Stella (Jr., 1) 

3 Keyuo Craver (Jr., 2) 18. Jeff Hemje (Jr., 2) 
25 Joe Walker (Sr., 3) 20 Wes Woodward (Jr., 2) 
14 Dion Booker (Jr., 2) 19 Clint Finley (Sr. 3) 
16 Erwin Swiney (Jr., 2) 5 DeJuan Groce (So., 1) 

Special Teams 

26 Josh Brown (So., 1) 
17 Dan Hadenfeldt (Sr., 2) 
25 Joe Walker (Sr., 3) 
42 Bobby Newcombe (Sr., 3) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big 12): 12~1 (7-1) 
Memorial Stadium (74,031) 


CoL_LEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


Let's face it. 
If lunch was good, 
your breath is bad. 


re 


WRIGLEY'S 


Wait, you've got new Wrigley’s Eclipse” The intensely minty gum 
that zaps onion breath, garlic breath, whatever-you-ate breath. 


he Crimson Tide is rolling into the new 
millennium with lofty expectations and 
national title aspirations. 

“It’s good to hear that kind of talk and feel 
and see the excitement surrounding Alabama 
football again,” Tide coach Mike DuBose 
says. “Our program should be one of the six 
or seven that’s mentioned as a contender for 


Freddie Milons 


the national championship every year. I feel 
like we're there now, but we'll be challenged 
to keep our program at the top.” 

Bama returns 17 starters from a team that 
won the Southeastern Conference Champi- 
onship Game for the first time since 1992, 
the year the Tide went on to win the national 
championship. 


} Alabama’s third-down conver- 

sion rate, which was tops in 

the SEC. Bama’s 33:57 average 

time of possession was also tops in 
the SEC. 


Alabama enters this season as the preseason 
pick to win the SEC, and depending on how 
the Bowl Championship Series shakes out, the 
Tide could have a chance to play for it all in 
the Orange Bowl. 

Shaun Alexander, the school’s all-time lead- 
ing rusher, has graduated, but Bama returns 
one of the top fullbacks in the nation in 
Dustin McClintock. He's a bruising 6'3", 
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271-pounder with surprisingly soft hands. His 
specialty is blocking, and he’s as tough and 
ornery between the lines as anyone. 

Shaun Bohanon is the heir apparent at tail- 
back despite missing spring drills to focus on 
academics. Bohanon doesn’t have Alexander's 
shake, but he glides on sweeps and can turn it 
up between the tackles. Ahmaad Galloway 
and Santonio Beard took advan- 
tage of Bohanon’s absence to 
show that they also deserve time 
in the backfield. Brandon Miree, 
a 6'2", 228-pound redshirt fresh- 
man is expected back after sufter- 
ing a broken leg in the spring. 

Replacing Outland Trophy 
winner Chris Samuels at left 
tackle will be quite a challenge, 
but jumbo sophomore Dante 
Ellington is going to give it a try. 
Senior All-SEC center Paul 
Hogan is a textbook pass blocker, 
while senior guards Griff Redmill 
and Will Cuthbert are adept at 
picking up blitzes. The Tide plans 
on using more double tight end 
formations this season to take 
advantage of Terry Jones Jr. 
and Shawn Draper. 

Alabama has two talented 
quarterbacks, but if they're 
not managed properly, the 
position has the potential to be the Tide’s 
stumbling block. Andrew Zow has more } 1¢ 
experience and has a great grasp of the } © 


Tim Clark 


Tide's diversified attack. Tyler Watts also 7 
showed great poise last season. What | TE 
Watts doesn’t have in experience he | % 


makes up for with his intangibles. 

Junior split end Freddie Milons also | A 
has that sort of presence. Alabama fans 
leap to their feet in anticipation when 
Milons touches the ball. Flanker Jason 
McAddley gives Bama a bona fide deep 
threat, while Antonio Carter makes acro- 
batic grabs over the middle. 

The Tide might have the top defensive 
end duo in the SEC in sophomore Kenny 
King and junior Kindal Moorehead. Both 
players have exceptional strength and dis- 
rupt the run. Moorehead is expected to 
make a full recovery after undergoing 
arthroscopic surgery to repair damaged 
cartilage in his knee in the spring. Defen- 
sive tackle Kenny Smith missed the spring 
with a knee injury but is expected to 
regain his form. Sophomore Jarret John- 
son has a fast motor and provides good 
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depth at tackle or end. 

Bama uses outside linebacker Darius 
Gilbert as a disrupter. Gilbert will blitz from 
a variety of alignments, and he arrives with 
lots of force. SEC Freshman Defensive Player 
of the Year Saleem Rasheed has a knack for 
finding ballcarriers and is rarely caught out of 
position. Rasheed became the first freshman 
to lead Alabama in tackles in the school’s his- 
tory last season. There's a possibility that 
middle linebacker Marvin Constant might 
take a medical redshirt. Junior Victor Ellis 
has stepped up admirably in the middle, but 
junior college transfer Aries Monroe could 
push for starting honors. 

Reggie Myles has some of the best cover- 
age skills among SEC safeties, and Alabama 
wont hesitate to lock cornerback Milo Lewis 
up with anyone in one-on-one coverage. 
Myles and Lewis shared the team lead with 
five interceptions last season. 

Walk-ons Chris Kemp and Danny Haynes 
battled for the kicking job in the spring. 
Sophomore Lane Bearden is expected to han- 
dle the punting duties. Milons will continue 
to return punts and kicks, while Beard and 
receiver Michael James could also field kicks. 


Offense (9) 


15 Freddie Milons (Jr., 2) 26 Arvin Richard (Sr., 3) 
65 Dante Ellington (So.,1) 66 Shaun Williams (Jr., 0) 
75 Griff Redmill (Sr., 3) 69 Matt Lomax (Fr., 0) 
74 Paul Hogan (Sr., 3) 58 Alonzo Ephraim (So., 0) 
72 Will Cuthbert (Sr., 3) 73 Dennis Alexander (Fr., 0) 
76 Lannis Baxley (So., 0) 77 Bart Raulston (So., 0) 
82 Terry Jones, Jr. (Jr, 2) 38 Shawn Draper (Sr., 3) 

5 Andrew Zow (Jr., 2) 14 Tyler Watts (So., 1) 
28 Shaun Bohanon (Sr., 1) 29 Ahmaad Galloway (So., 1) 
30 Dustin McClintock (Sr, 3) 27 Jeremy Walker (So., 1) 
80 Jason McAddley (Jr, 2) 2 Antonio Carter (So., 1) 


Defense (8) 


54 Kindal Moorehead (Jr, 2) 94 Derek Sanders (So., 0) 
88 Kenny Smith (Sr., 3) 67 Kelvis White (Sr., 2) 
60 Garry McNealy (Fr., 0) 96 Jarret Johnson (So., 1) 
55 Kenny King (So., 1) 94 Derek Sanders (So., 0) 
14 Saleem Rasheed (So.,1) 1 Chris Horne (Sr., 3) 
9 Victor Ellis (Jr., 2) 22 Aires Monroe (Jr., 0) 
99 Darius Gilbert (Jr., 2) 31 Adam Cox (Jr., 2) 
21 Milo Lewis (Sr., 1) 33 Shontua Ray (Jr., 1) 
24 Tony Dixon (Sr., 1) 19 Jason Jones (Sr., 2) 
23 Reggie Myles (Jr., 2) 41 Marcus Spencer (Sr., 3) 
4 Gerald Dixon (So., 1) 25 Hirchel Bolden (So., 1) 
Special Teams 
20 Chris Kemp (Sr., 1) 
44 Lane Bearden (So., 1) 
45 Freddie Milons (Jr., 2) 
15 Freddie Milons (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Wolverines 


he last we saw the Wolverines, they 
T on a potent pass attack that 

helped them overcome Alabama, 
35-34, in the Orange Bowl to finish fifth in 
the national polls. The Wolverines averaged a 
school-record 264.8 yards passing last season, 
and with the highly anticipated debut of 
Drew Henson as the starting quarterback, 


Drew Henson 


fans should expect more of the same. Or 
should they? 

“Tm not going to throw the ball 60 times a 
game,” coach Lloyd Carr says. “To do it every 
down would be boring. I like the things we're 
doing. We have versatility. You have to have 
balance, and that’s what I’m looking for.” 

® The Wolverines’ 1999 rush- 
ing average, the program's 
lowest output since 1962. Michi- 


gan averaged 188 rushing yards or 
more from 1985 through 1995. 


Balance will be the key, but with five 
starters to replace on defense, look for Michi- 
gan to score. A lot. 

Running back Anthony Thomas is back, 
after mulling the possibility of going to the 
NEL, and he will have help this year. Justin 
Fargas sat out all of last season after undergo- 
ing three surgeries, but he is back, stronger 
and faster. Fargas is quick and darty and cer- 
tainly complements Thomas’ straight-ahead 
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power game. 

Don't overlook Henson's added dimension, 
either. He's quick and mobile and as much as 
he likes to throw off the run, he likes to run, 
period. Behind a veteran line that loses only 
one starter, this could be a dangerous combi- 
nation, 

It might be time to start calling Michigan 
“Receiver U.” Receiver David 
Terrell’s name is appearing on 
Heisman ‘Trophy-candidate lists, 
his stock boosted by a three- 
touchdown performance in the 
Orange Bowl. Terrell is a play- 
maker, but then there’s classmate 
Marquise Walker, who isn’t 
flashy, but is just as productive. 

Michigan is exceptionally deep 
at tight end, led by Shawn 
Thompson, and offensive coordi- 
nator Stan Parrish likes to make 
the tight end an integral part of 
the receiving game. 

And then there’s Henson, who 
spends spring and summer vaca- 
tions with the New York Yankees 
playing third base. He was 47-of- 
90 last season for 546 yards, 
three touchdowns and two 
interceptions, in a limited 
rotation with starter Tom 
Brady. Henson realizes those 
werent dazzling numbers, but he thinks 
he'll show plenty this year. “There may be 
a play here or there when you think, 
“What's he doing?’ But there's going to be 
plays where I’m going to amaze you,” 
Henson says. “That's the way I play.” 

There were some breakdowns in pass 
protection a year ago, particularly late in 
the regular season when Brady took 10 
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sacks. With guard Steve Hutchinson and } PE 
tackle Jeff Backus returning to anchor the pe 
left side for the fourth year, don't expect | DE 
Henson to have many problems from tr 
blind-side attacks. And now the right side } 1B 
seems to be settled with guard Jonathan } Le 
Goodwin and tackle Maurice Williams Be 
lining up alongside center David Brandt. | Re 
The defensive line took a shot with the 

losses of end Josh Williams, nose tackle } k 

Rob Renes and rush linebacker James 
Hall, which leaves this as the question } pr 


mark of the team. 

Michigan will be looking to youth to 
make some of those replacements. 
Sophomores Shawn Lazarus, Dave 
Petruziello and Dan Rumishek had ter- 
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BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Lloyd Carr 
2000 Prediction: ist Big Ten 
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rific springs, but count on Rumishek to take 
over as a run-stuffer up front. More than 
likely, redshirt freshman Shantee Orr will fill 
in at one end, while nose tackle is still up in 
the air. 

The Wolverines still pride themselves on 
being run-stoppers, and that they were most 
of last season as they held opponents to a 
121-yard average. But starting inside line- 
backers Ian Gold and Dhani Jones, the tack- 
ling leaders. have graduated They'll be 
replaced by Larry Foote and Anthony Jordan; 
and Victor Hobson, who started the final five 
games at outside linebacker, also returns. 

This season brings a healthy backfield and 
a few personnel changes. Starting cornerbacks 
James Whitley and Todd Howard return, as 
does safety Cato June. Strong safety 
DeWayne Patmon led the team with three 
interceptions last season while starting eight 
games. Tailbacks Charles Drake and Jon 
Shaw have moved to the secondary. 

Hayden Epstein will start the way he fin- 
ished last season, handling kickoffs, punts 
and placekicks. He has a booming leg and 
made a 56-yard field goal against the wind 


last season. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


4 Marquise Walker (Jr.,2) 9 Tyrece Butler (So., 1) 
79 Jeff Backus (Sr., 3) 74 Demeterius Solomon (Fr., 0) 
76 Steve Hutchinson (Sr, 3) 77 Tony Pape (Fr., 0) 
67 David Brandt (Sr., 3) 62 Courtney Morgan (Fr., 0) 
78 Jonathan Goodwin (Jr., 1) 69 Todd Mossa (Jr., 0) 
54 Maurice Williams (Sr., 3) 72 Ben Mast (Jr, 1) 
84 Shawn Thompson (Jr. 2) 83 Bennie Joppru (So., 1) 
1 David Terrell (Jr., 2) 19 Ronald Bellamy (So., 1) 
7 Drew Henson (Jr., 2) 16 John Navarre (Fr., 0) 
35 B.J. Askew (So., 1) 39 Evan Coleman (Jr., 2) 


32 Anthony Thomas (Sr., 3) 34 Justin Fargas (So., 1) 


Defense (6) 


99 Jake Frysinger (Sr., 3) 97 Shawn Lazarus (So., 1) 
92 Dan Rumishek (So.,1) | 96 Dave Petruziello (So., 1) 
94 Eric Wilson (Sr., 3) 60 Grant Bowman (Fr., 0) 
53 Shantee Orr (Fr., 0) 57 Dave Pearson (Fr., 0) 

6 Victor Hobson (So.,1) | 46 Andy Sechler (Sr., 2) 
17 Larry Foote (Jr., 2) 43. Carl Diggs (Fr., 0) 
28 Anthony Jordan (Jr, 2) 51 Enc Brackins (Jr. 2) 

5 James Whitley (Sr, 3) 24 Charles Drake (So., 1) 


15 DeWayne Patmon (Sr, 3) 26 
2 Cato June (So., 1) 22 Jon Shaw (Fr., 0) 


3 Todd Howard (Jr., 2) 38 Blake Nasif (So., 1) 
Special Teams 
25 Hayden Epstein (Jr., 2) 
25 Hayden Epstein (Jr., 2) 
32 Anthony Thomas (Sr., 3) 
19 Ronald Bellamy (So., 1) 


Julius Curry (So., 1) 


1999 Record (Big Ten): 10-2 (6-2) 
Michigan Stadium (107,501) 
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is 1999 team won the school’s first 

outright Big Ten title since 1962, a 

second consecutive Rose Bowl 
championship and the third in the last seven 
seasons, produced a Heisman Trophy win- 
ner and finished No. 4 in the final polls. 
What can Badger coach Barry Alvarez possi- 
bly do for an encore? 


Jamar Fletcher 


For starters, the Badgers could beat Michi- 
gan, the only Big Ten team to beat them in 
the last two seasons and a team they haven't 
beaten since 1994. A victory over the Wolver- 
ines would go a long way toward securing 
another Big Ten title. 


Junior cornerback Jamar 

Fletcher has 14 of the Bad- 

gers’ 35 interceptions over the 

last two seasons. Fletcher has 

returned a Big Ten-record five of those 
interceptions for touchdowns. 


“Tm pleased and very proud of what we've 
accomplished,” Alvarez says. “But it is always 
the next day. What have you done for me 
lately? You can't sit back and relax.” 

Alvarez could afford to relax with Ron 
Dayne at tailback each of the last four sea- 
sons. But Dayne is gone and won't be 
replaced by any one runner. 

Junior Michael Bennett, one of the top 
sprinters in the Big Ten, is the clear choice to 


start at tailback. He averaged 5.2 yards per 
carry last season but rushed only 56 times. 
Junior Carlos Daniels can play both tailback 
and fullback but is better suited for the latter. 
Redshirt freshman Broderick Williams has 
the most talent of the young runners but 
must learn to protect the ball better. 

Sophomore Isaac Booker and Tyron Grif- 
fin are the power backs Alvarez 
craves. But Booker was academi- 
cally ineligible last season and 
Griffin is a true freshman. Both 
will be brought along slowly. 

Fortunately for all of the 
backs, center Casey Rabach and 
guards Bill Ferrario and Dave 
Costa are entering their fourth 
seasons as starters. 

Fans can expect the Badgers to 
throw the ball more this season 
than in the past. Sophomore 
quarterback Brooks Bollinger, 
despite a subpar performance in 
the Rose Bowl, is poised to blos- 
som and the receiving corps is 
better than most people realize. 

Although Bollinger attempted 
only 126 passes in the regular 
season, an average of 11.4 per 
game, he completed 59.5 
percent of those attempts for 
® 1,028 yards and possesses the 
arm strength to make all the necessary } jy 
throws. In addition, he is a dangerous } 16 
runner, particularly when his protection } & 


breaks down. ae 
Senior wide receiver Chris Chambers } TE 
E 


ran 4.35 seconds in the 40-yard dash for | § 
NEL scouts recently and would be an All- 


RB 
American in a system such as Florida's. | FB 
Junior Nick Davis has big-play potential. 
Remember the name Lee Evans. The } tr 
sophomore could be the surprise of the BY 
Big Ten this season. RE 
Two key questions must be answered if } LB 
the Badgers’ defense is to be as stingy i: 
against the run as it was last season. First, } og 
can juniors Nick Greisen and Bryson } $s 
Thompson step in at inside linebacker a 
and match the performance and leader- 
ship provided by their predecessors, ‘ 
Donnel Thompson and Chris Ghidorzi? } p 
And can Joey Boese hold up physically at wR 


strong safety despite his 5'11", 170- 
pound frame? 

Greisen and Thompson are the lone 
new faces along the front seven. 

The Badgers don’t have a dominating 


pass rusher. They had just 21 sacks in ’99. 
But what they have is a cornerback combi- 
nation that may be as good as any in the 
country. Jamar Fletcher and Mike Echols 
excel at man-to-man coverage and are tech- 
nique-conscious tacklers. Fletcher intercepted 
seven passes in 99 and has 14 in two seasons. 
Echols broke up a team-high 12 passes. His 
presence prevents opposing teams from sim- 
ply avoiding Fletcher's side of the field. 

Junior free safety Jason Doering, a former 
walk-on, is a headhunter who hits like a line- 
backer. 

Senior punter Kevin Stemke averaged 40.9 
yards per punt in ’99 despite being slowed by 
a bad back and is averaging 43.1 yards in his 
career. Senior kicker Vitaly Pisetsky made 
15-of-18 field-goal attempts, including 14 in 
a row. Nearly 75 percent of his kickoffs last 
season either went into the end zone or left 
opponents pinned inside the 20. 

Davis led the Big Ten in kickoff returns 
after leading the conference in punt returns as 
a freshman. Overall, the Badgers finished in 
the top 20 nationally last fall in kickoff 
returns (seventh), net punting (14th) and 
punt returns (18th), 


Offense (8) 
22 Nick Davis (Jr., 2) 3 Lee Evans (So., 1) 
64 Ben Johnson (So., 1) 75 Morgan Davis (Fr., 0) 
60 Bill Ferrario (Sr., 3) 56 Jason Jowers (So., 1) 


70 Casey Rabach (Sr.,3) 72 
54 Dave Costa (Sr, 3) 69 
71 Brian Lamont (Jr., 1) 76 
87 Dague Retzlaff (Sr, 3) 85 
88 Chris Chambers (Sr, 3) 9 

5 Brooks Bollinger (So.,1) 13 
29 Michael Bennett (Jr, 1) 39 Carlos Daniels (Jr., 2) 
41 Chad Kuhns (Jr. 2) 39 Carlos Daniels (Jr., 2) 


Defense (8) 


Al Johnson (So., 1) 
Jeremy Dox (Jr., 0) 

Josh Jakubowski (Sr., 2) 
John Sigmund (Sr., 3) 
Conroy Whyte (Jr, 1) 
Jim Sorgi (Fr., 0) 


78 Ross Kolodziej (Sr, 3) 94 George Pratt (Jr., 2) 
98 Eric Mahlik (Sr., 3) 99 Jake Sprague (Jr., 2) 
77 Wendell Bryant (Jr, 2) 93 Chuck Smith (Jr, 4) 
96 John Favret (Sr., 3) 42 Ben Herbert (Jr., 2) 
19 Roger Knight (Sr., 3) 30 Ryan Marks (Sr., 3) 
49 Nick Greisen (Jr., 2) 46 Jeff Mack (Fr., 0) 
32 Bryson Thompson (Jr., 2) 45 Dan Lisowski (Jr., 2) 


2 Jamar Fletcher (Jr, 2) 11 

6 Joey Boese (Jr., 2) 4 

8 Jason Doering (Sr,3) 31 Carlease Clark (Jr., 2) 
36 Mike Echols (Jr, 2) 23 B.J. Tucker (So., 1) 


Special Teams 
20 Vitaly Pisetsky (Sr., 3) 
14 Kevin Stemke (Sr., 3) 
22 Nick Davis (Jr. 2) 
22 Nick Davis (Jr., 2) 


Devery Hughes (So., 1) 
Eddie Faulkner (Sr., 3) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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nside the lavish University of Texas 
coaches’ offices, where marketing themes 
and game plans have been produced with 
equal effectiveness the last two seasons, the 
message being conveyed — at least for public 
consumption — is caution. 
With 16 returning starters and 18 wins the 
last two years, Longhorns fans want desper- 


Hodges Mitchell 


ately for their team to be viewed as one of the 
nations elite. But Texas coach Mack Brown is 
making it clear that his team should be 
focused on championship expectations of a 
divisional nature, not national. 

“T don’t think we're ready to take that next 
step,” says Brown. “You don’t lose the last 
three games of the season and come out talk- 
ing about national championships.” 

But there is no question that the Long- 
horns should contend for the Big 12 title. 


Number of spots Texas’ 

defense improved nationally 

during Brown's first two seasons. 

Texas ranked 85th (399.2 yards per 

game) in 1997 and finished last sea- 
son No. 6 (286.7). 


The good news for Texas last year was that 
Hodges Mitchell filled the vacancy created by 
the departure of 1998 Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Ricky Williams in stellar fashion. The 


diminutive and elusive Mitchell returns for 


46 


his senior season after producing the fifth- 
best single season rushing total (1,343 yards) 
and the sixth-best all-purpose total (1,824) in 
Texas history. 

Aside from Mitchell, though, Texas had its 
rushing struggles. The Horns finished 10th in 
the Big 12 in rushing offense and averaged 
only 3.8 yards per carry. 

The offensive line, led by 
mammoth tackle Leonard Davis 
and guard Antwan Kirk-Hughes, 
should be better in 2000. But 
Texas will miss the blocking of 
fullback Ricky Brown. 

No quarterback in UT history 
has ever had a season like Major 
Applewhite had last year. En 
route to winning the Big 12 co- 
Offensive Player of the Year 
award, Applewhite set school 
records for passing yards (3,357), 
total offense (3,211) and touch- 
down passes (21). But can Apple- 
white hold onto his job? While 
Applewhite sat out spring drills 
to rehabilitate his surgically 
repaired left knee, sophomore 
Chris Simms impressed 
teammates, coaches and fans 
with his poise and precision. 

While there is plenty of 
proven productivity under 
center, experience is certainly not a 
strength at receiver. The Longhorns lose } tc 
the Big 12’s top two receivers (Kwame } © 


Chris Covatta 


Cavil and Ryan Nunez) and must receive os 
instant production from true freshmen } TE 
wideouts B.J. Johnson, Sloan Thomas }| % 

r FB 
and Roy Williams. 1B 


The Longhorns’ rushing defense has } FL 
improved by leaps and bounds since 
Brown’s arrival, primarily because of tack- 
les Casey Hampton and Shaun Rogers, 
quite possibly the best interior line com- 
bination in the country. With the rapid 
development of linebackers De’Andre 
Lewis, Everick Rawls and Tyrone Jones, 
Texas could be even stingier this season. 

The major question is at defensive end, 
where both Aaron Humphrey and Cedric 
Woodard must be replaced. Sophomore 
Cory Redding is an extremely talented } p 
athlete who is slated to start at one end, } KR 
but the other end is a potential weak link. | PR 

While the Longhorns ranked 12th 
nationally in passing efficiency defense last 
year, several opponents exploited Texas’ 
lack of height at cornerback. Last year’s 


ATHLON® SPORTS™ 


starters, Ervis Hill (5'9") and Ahmad Brooks 
(5'8"), return, but they may not start. At 6'1", 
Quentin Jammer, who missed 1999 with a 
shoulder injury, gives Texas a more physical 
presence at one corner, and Roderick Babers 
(5'10") adds a little size on the other side. The 
safeties, Lee Jackson and Greg Brown, are solid 
tacklers. 

Ultimately, the pressure up front may deter- 
mine whether Texas can improve on its passing 
defense in 2000. “We do want to improve our 
play in the secondary, but we really need our 
defensive ends to step up and contribute to 
that pass defense,” Brown says. 

Texas’ kicking game appears to be in excel- 
lent shape with the return of placekicker Kris 
Stockton and punter Ryan Long. But the 
Horns must improve other areas of their spe- 
cial teams. Victor Ike, Montrell Flowers, 
Mitchell, Courtnee Garcia and several other 
prospects need to produce better numbers 
than Texas did last year, when the Horns aver- 
aged just 6.0 yards per punt return and 19.4 
yards per kickoff return. And perhaps no 
Texas fan can forget the nightmare UT suf- 
fered in the season-opener last year, having 


three punts blocked by NC State. 


Offense (7) 


2 Montrell Flowers (Jr., 1) 85 Artie Ellis (Fr., 0) 


70 Leonard Davis (Sr.,3) 71 
75 Derrick Dockery (So.,1) 64 
62 Matt Anderson (Jr, 2) 74 
76 Antwan Kirk-Hughes (Jr, 2) 69 
66 Cory Quye (Sr., 2) 63 
81 Mike Jones (Jr, 1) 80 
11 Major Applewhite (Jr, 2) 8 
26 Ivan Williams (Fr., 0) 46 

3 Hodges Mitchell (Sr., 3) 28 

7 Courtnee Garcia (So.,1) 83 


Robbie Doane (So., 1) 
Tillman Holloway (Fr., 0) 
Beau Baker (So., 1) 
Corey Bradford (Jr., 0) 
Mike Williams (Jr., 2) 
Bo Scaife (So., 1) 
Chris Simms (So., 1) 
Matt Trissel (So., 1) 
Victor Ike (So., 1) 
Gerald Hanson (Fr., 0) 


Defense (9) 


40 Cory Redding (So., 1) 42 Adam McConathy (So., 0) 

64 Casey Hampton (Sr, 3) 44 Cole Pittman (So., 1) 

73 Shaun Rogers (Sr., 3) 99 Derrick Curry (Sr., 0) 

89 Jermain Anderson (Jr., 1) 48 Maurice Gordon (Jr., 0) 

39 Tyrone Jones (Jr., 1) 16 0.J. McClintock (So., 1) 
4 De'Andre Lewis (Jr.,2) 56 Marcus Wilkins (Jr., 2) 


2 Everick Rawls (Jr., 1) 41 
5 Ahmad Brooks (Jr,1) = 21 
23 Lee Jackson (Jr., 2) 17 Joe Walker (Sr., 3) 
24 Greg Brown (Sr., 2) 17 Joe Walker (Sr., 3) 
1 Ervis Hill (Jr., 2) 6 Quentin Jammer (Jr. 2) 
Special Teams 
13 Kris Stockton (Sr., 3) 
33 Ryan Long (Sr., 2) 
28 Victor Ike (So., 1) 
7 Courtnee Garcia (So., 1) 


Jamal Joyner (So., 1) 
Roderick Babers (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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here is reason to believe that the Year 
2000 could be the Year of the Dawg. 
There are indications the Georgia Bull- 

dogs could supplant Tennessee and Florida as 
SEC Eastern Division champions this season. 
As has been proven in the past, the winner 
of the SEC is always in the hunt for a 
national championship. There are several rea- 


Quincy Carter 


sons that could happen for Georgia. 

First and foremost is the return of quarter- 
back Quincy Carter. The 22-year-old former 
pro baseball player passed on the opportu- 
nity to enter the NFL draft to return for his 
junior season and is a Heisman Trophy can- 
didate, though he’s a bit of a longshot. 


The number of yards Quincy 
Carter has passed for his 
first two seasons in college. 


“We have probably the best quarterback in 
the SEC coming back,” says Georgia coach 
Jim Donnan, who is under some pressure 
entering this season. “When you have your 
quarterback coming back, that’s a pretty big 
deal for your offense.” 

But offense wasn't the problem for Georgia 
last year. Defense was. While the Bulldogs led 
the SEC in total offense, their defense was 
dead last and hit a new low in the rivalry 
game with Georgia Tech, giving up 51 points. 


Donnan took some drastic steps to rectify 
the situation on that side of the football by 
luring former Oklahoma head coach Gary 
Gibbs out of retirement to coordinate the 
defense. Gibbs, who orchestrated some of 
the best defenses in the nation for the Soon- 
ers during the 1980s, inherits six returning 
starters and some budding young talent. 

Junior Jasper Sanks was fourth 
in the SEC with an average of 
81.5 rushing yards a game last 
year, but he'll be fighting for 
playing time this fall because of 
the arrival of freshmen Bruce 
Thornton, Albert Hollis II and 
Musa Smith. The bulldozing 
Sanks (6'0", 226) will continue 
to get the bulk of the between- 
the-tackles work, but he lacks the 
speed to take the ball the length 
of the field. 

Look for the Dawgs to run 
behind the right side of the 
offensive line, where returning 
starters Kevin Breedlove and Jon 
Stinchcomb reside. Left tackle 
Jonas Jennings has size, experi- 
ence and versatility. 

Carter welcomes four new 
targets to an offense that 
2 returns players = who 
= accounted for 99 percent of 
its receiving yards last season. 

The additions of prep All-Americans 
Reggie Brown and Durell Robinson and } & 


redshirt freshmen Damien Gary and on 
Michael Johnson should take pressure off } TE 


1999 Freshman All-American Terrence 
Edwards, who set a school freshman 
record with 53 catches and caught nine 
touchdown passes but fought increased 
defensive attention as the season pro- 
gressed. Georgia also features two of the 
SEC’s most productive pass-catching 
tight ends in junior Jevaris Johnson and 
sophomore Randy McMichael. 

The one thing Georgia did well on 
defense last year was stop the run, but it 
should do even better this season. Senior 
defensive tackles Richard Seymour and 
Marcus Stroud, both 6'6", 300, are gen- 
erally considered the best inside tandem 
in the SEC and are both being touted as 
All-America candidates. Together they 
should sufficiently plug the middle and 
free up an all-star cast of linebackers — 
Boss Bailey, Kendrell Bell and Will With- 


erspoon — to make tackles, 


SBAIRESEER99R 


uz 


KR 
PR 


Seymour led the team in tackles (74) last 
season, a rare feat for a down lineman. 

Pass defense is the “X factor” for Georgia. 
The Bulldogs were picked apart last year 
while trying to succeed in former coordinator 
Kevin Ramsey's bump-and-run strategy. 

Senior Jamie Henderson, a junior college 
transfer, developed into a star-caliber corner- 
back toward the end of the season. Fellow 
corners Cory Robinson and Tim Wansley 
offer experience and some playmaking abil- 
ity, and safeties Cap Burnett and Terreal 
Bierria both started at times as freshmen last 
year. Georgia moved Jermaine Phillips to 
safety from receiver, and he impressed the 
coaches in the spring. 

The Dawgs are looking to improve in spe- 
cial teams play. They may lose some accuracy 
with sophomore Brett Kirouac taking over for 
Hap Hines as the placekicker, but he rou- 
tinely made 55-plus yard field goals in spring 
practice. There was an ongoing spring battle 
between junior Wynn Kopp and sophomore 
Jonathan Kilgo for punting duties, with the 
latter logging more boomers but lacking 
some consistency. Georgia's return game 


should be lethal. 


OFFENSE (7) 


8 Terrence Edwards (So.,1) 9 Durell Robinson (So., 0) 
75 Jonas Jennings (Sr.,3) 79 Alex Jackson (So., 3) 
55 Brady Pate (Sr., 3) 63 Reggie Stargill (Sr., 3) 
54 Curt McGill (Jr, 1) 55 Brady Pate (Sr., 3) 

70 Kevin Breedlove (So.,1) 63 Reggie Stargill (Sr., 3) 

78 Jon Stinchcomb (So.,1) 71 George Foster (So., 1) 
48 Jevaris Johnson (Sr.,3) | 86 Randy McMichael (So., 1) 
17 Quincy Carter (Jr, 2) 16 Cory Phillips (So., 1) 

39 Brett Millican (Sr., 3) 7 Bruce Thomton (Fr., 0) 
28 Jasper Sanks (Jr., 2) 35 Verron Haynes (Jr., 1) 

36 Michael Greer (Sr., 3) 12 LaBrone Mitchell (Jr., 2) 


DEFENSE (6) 


94 Bruce Adrine (Jr., 2) 85. Terin Smith (Jr, 2) 
97 Marcus Stroud (Sr.,3) 99 David Jacobs (So., 1) 
93 Richard Seymour (Sr., 3) 91 Shedrick Wynn (Fr., 0) 
92 Demetric Evans (Sr, 2) 98 Josh Mallard (Jr., 2) 


42 
ay 


45 Boss Bailey (Jr. 2) 
37 Kendrell Bell (Sr., 1) 
46 Will Witherspoon (Jr, 2) 43 
31 Jamie Henderson (Sr.,1) 22 
15 Terreal Bierria (So., 1) 5 
23 Cap Bumett (So., 1) 4 Kentrell Curry (Fr., 0) 
2 Tim Wansley (Jr., 2) Cory Robinson (Sr., 2) 


26 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


95 Brett Kirouac (So., 1) 

83 Jonathan Kilgo (So., 1) 
2 Tim Wansley (Jr., 2) 

36 Michael Greer (Sr., 3) 


Tony Gilbert (So., 1) 
Adrian Hollingshed (Jr., 2) 
Ryan Fleming (Jr., 2) 
Decory Bryant (Fr., 0) 
Jermaine Phillips (Sr., 2) 


24 Wynn Kopp (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Washington 


4uskies 


ashington resumes the hunt for the 
prize that eluded the Huskies in 
mid-November at UCLA. Had 


Washington won that game, it would have 
carved out a berth in the Rose Bowl in the 
very first season under Rick Neuheisel. 
Though the disappointment was bitter, in 
the big picture it may serve Neuheisel well. 


Marques Tuiasosopo 


He didn’t provide too much too soon, and the 
Huskies go into the 2000 season as a popular 
choice to win the Pac-10. 

“We're light years ahead of last year,” he 
says. “But we cant lose the standard of 


urgency that we had when we were 0-2.” 
Washington's total sacks in 


—p 1999, after two consecutive 


games in 1998 with 13 each. 


The ground attack is back at Washington 
after a brief hiatus in 1998, when the Huskies 
built their offense around quarterback Brock 
Huard. Now the scheme is again a function 
of the quarterback, but he’s Marques Tuia- 
sosopo, a devilish double threat who could 
make a run at the Heisman Trophy. 

Washington spent considerable time this 
spring fine tuning its option attack, and few 
run it better than Tuiasosopo, who had an 
NCAA-record game of 207 yards rushing and 
302 yards passing against Stanford. 
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Husky coaches did something curious in 
spring ball, moving Willie Hurst, their lead- 
ing rusher, to slotback. That appears to be a 
loud statement that the tailback job is there 
for touted sophomore Paul Arnold, who has 
run 4.33 and has obvious breakaway ability. 
Maurice Shaw is a 220-pound power back 
complement to Arnold, and Braxton Cle- 
man, who was averaging 5.3 
yards per carry before a collapsed 
lung ended his season, is a third 
viable tailback. 

Much of a line that helped the 
Huskies rush for 189 yards per 
game is intact, led by honors can- 
didate Chad Ward, who could 
play either guard or tackle. 

The question of whether Tuia- 
sosopo can throw the deep ball 
remains something of a mystery, 
because he’s rarely had a deep 
receiver. Wideout speed is a nag- 
ging concern at Washington, and 
its something the Huskies tried 
to improve in the spring. 

Chris Juergens is a rangy and 
reliable target, and Todd Elstrom 
has some of the same traits. 
What the Huskies lack is a 
national-class_ sprinter — 
somebody like Ja Warren 
Hooker, who decided he 
wanted to concentrate on making the 
2000 Olympics. If he misses out in the 
Olympic trials, he could be a bonus to the 
receiving corps. 

The Huskies lost three seniors who 
contributed heavily in the defensive front. 
Much off-season discussion centered 
around where to deploy 260-pound out- 
side linebacker Jeremiah Pharms. Middle 
linebacker? Nose tackle? But after the 
spring, Pharms was ticketed to stay put. 
He's a quick, physical player trying to ful- 
fill vast potential. 

Larry Tripplett is a rock-solid lineman 
who should jump up from second-team 
All-Pac-10, but he’s going to need help. 
Ryan Julian, bothered by chronic knee 
tendinitis, will be a huge lift if he's 
healthy. Of all UW recruits, the one 
counted on to help most early is defensive 
end Marcus Roberson, a junior college 
product who wont arrive until August. 

With so much up in the air along the 
line, it’s questionable how much quarter- 
back pressure the Huskies can apply. Still, 
they had a league-low 13 sacks, so 
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OLB 4 Jeremiah Pharms (Sr., 3) 


ILB 13 Jafar Williams (Jr. 2) 
ILB 24 Derrell Daniels (Sr., 3) 
OLB 47 Anthony Kelley (Jr., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Rick Neuheisel 
2000 Prediction: Ist Pac-10 
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improvement shouldn't be too difficult. One 
means of turning up the heat will be to 
unleash outside linebacker Anthony Kelley, 
who improved significantly during his sopho- 
more season. 

The secondary should be a notable 
strength. Hakim Akbar is in the Lawyer Mil- 
loy-Tony Parrish mold of UW safeties, and 
mercurial Anthony Vontoure, who had six 
interceptions, is a cover corner who also hits. 
Free safety Curtis Williams needs to be more 
of a ball hawk. 

Washington struggled mightily with place- 
kicking through most of the six-year Jim 
Lambright regime, but when Neuheisel 
turned the job over to John Anderson last fall, 
those worries ceased. Anderson nailed 13-of- 
18 field-goal tries, including 7-of-10 from 40 
and beyond and a school record-tying 56- 
yarder that almost won the UCLA game. 
Punter Ryan Fleming can improve his consis- 
tency, but he did become the first UW player 
in nearly a decade to finish with a 40-yard 
average (40.2). 

Roderick Green will return punts, and a 
committee of Arnold, Vontoure and Toure 
Butler will be given shots on kickoffs. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 


89 Chris Juergens (Jr, 2) | 15 Quentin Morgan (So., 1) 


68 Elliot Silvers (Sr., 2) 67 Nick Newton (Fr., 0) 
55 Rock Nelson (Jr., 2) 60 Dominic Daste (Sr., 3) 
64 Kyle Benn (Jr, 2) 72 Todd Bachert (Fr., 0) 


54 Matt Fraize (Sr. 3) 75 Elliott Zajac (So., 1) 
71 Chad Ward (Sr., 3) 74 Wes Call (Sr., 1) 

14 Jerramy Stevens (So.,1) 84 Kevin Ware (So., 1) 
18 Todd Elstrom (Jr., 2) 8 Willie Hurst (Jr, 2) 
14 Marques Tuiasosopo (Sr, 2) 12 J.K. Scott (Jr., 1) 

47 Pat Conniff (Sr., 3) Albert Tuipulotu (Jr., 0) 
20 Paul Arnold (So., 1) 32 Maurice Shaw (Sr., 3) 


Defense (7) 


6 Jamaun Willis (Jr., 1) 
46 Ossim Hatem (So., 1) 
59 Jerome Stevens (Fr., 0) 
Marcus Roberson (Jr., 0) 
Tyler Krambrink (Fr., 0) 
Derek Noble (So., 0) 
Levi Madarieta (So., 1) 
Omare Lowe (Jr., 2) 
Toure Butler (Sr., 2) 


70 Larry Tripplett (Jr., 1) 
45 Spencer Marona (So., 1) 
76 Ryan Julian (Sr., 1) 
42 
35 
8 
12 
10 


23 Anthony Vontoure (Jr., 1) 
34 Roderick Green (Sr., 1) 
9 Hakim Akbar (Jr, 2) 29 Domynic Shaw (Fr., 0) 
25 Curtis Williams (St.,2) 32 Nick Olszewski (Jr, 1) 
Special Teams 
15 John Anderson (So., 1) 
16 Ryan Fleming (Sr., 2) 
20 Paul Amold (So., 4) 
34 Roderick Green (Sr., 1) 


1999 Record (Pac-10): 7-5 (6-2) 
Husky Stadium (72,500) 
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he 1999 season had been over for only 
one day last January when coach Butch 
Davis set the bar for 2000. Asked if the 
Hurricanes are ready to beat Virginia Tech 
and Florida State, something Miami has been 
unable to do under Davis, the coach 
responded: “Absolutely. We have got to win 
those games. I promise you, we're going to 


Santana Moss 


shoot for the top. We're going to have the tal- 
ent to shoot for the top.” 

Davis is right. Talent shouldn't be a prob- 
lem for the Hurricanes, who return 14 
starters from a team that finished 9-4 last sea- 
son and ended the year with an impressive 


Gator Bowl victory against Georgia Tech. 
A' tions Miami’s pass efficiency 
defense jumped between the 


1998 season and last year, from 85th 
to 11th. 


The number of ranking posi- 


Nowhere is Miami more loaded than at 
tailback, where all four of last season's leading 
rushers are back. James Jackson, who 
bypassed a strong tug from the NFL to return 
for his senior season, gained 782 yards and 
scored nine touchdowns during an injury- 
plagued junior campaign. Jackson has a mus- 
cular build, but he does most of his damage 
outside the tackles with breakaway speed. 
Sophomore Clinton Portis led the team with 


a school freshman-record 838 yards. Junior 
Najeh Davenport missed nearly all of last sea- 
son after sustaining a knee injury in the 
opener against Ohio State. Davenport is the 
most physically imposing among Miami's 
tailbacks, and teamed with Jackson, gives the 
Hurricanes an inside-outside threat that’s 
hard to match. Sophomore Jarrett Payton, 
Walter’s son, endured a difficult 
freshman season following his 
father’s death. He may be red- 
shirted in 2000. 

The offensive line returns 
three starters. Figure on the Hur- 
ricanes being a right-handed 
team, the side on which junior 
guard Martin Bibla and junior 
tackle Joaquin Gonzalez started 
every game last season. 

Danger lurks at quarterback 
where sophomore Ken Dorsey is 
the only candidate with college 
experience. Dorsey, who has 
drawn comparisons to former 
Miami great Bernie Kosar, made 
three starts last season and was 
impressive, albeit against weak 
competition. 

Senior wide receiver San- 
tana Moss led the team in 
receptions (54) and yards 
(899) and is the single most 
explosive threat on offense. Reggie 
Wayne, a three-year starter, is used mainly 
as a possession receiver and has a reputa- 
tion for making clutch receptions. 

The Hurricanes’ rush defense sustained 
a severe blow when All-America middle 
linebacker Nate Webster, Miami’s leading 
tackler last season, had his eligibility 
revoked by the NCAA. Webster's depar- 
ture caused Miami’s coaches to move 
senior Dan Morgan from the outside to 
the middle during spring practice. Mor- 
gan may be moved back to the outside if 
incoming freshman D.J. Williams, the 
nation’s top defensive high school player 
last year, can step in quickly. 

The interior of Miami's defensive line 
is strong with Damione Lewis and Adrian 
Wilson, a couple of hard-to-move 300- 
pounders. Lewis was dominating at times 
last season, especially against the run. 

Miami gets plenty of run support from 
its safeties, particularly senior Al Blades, 
who is as big as some linebackers and a 
harder hitter than most. Junior strong 
safety Ed Reed isn't as big as Blades, but 
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he's just as hard to block and makes bigger 
plays. 

Miami’s pass defense made a dramatic 
improvement last season, and much of that 
credit goes to junior Mike Rumph, who com- 
bines great size and speed for a cornerback. 
Senior cornerback Leonard Myers has been 
inconsistent at times, but he can be difficult 
to throw against when he's playing well. 

The question of who will apply a consis- 
tent pass rush must be answered. Senior 
Quincy Hipps and sophomores William 
Joseph and Jamaal Green, the defensive end 
rotation, combined for just six sacks. 

Moss proved to be one of the most danger- 
ous punt returners in the country last season, 
bringing two back for touchdowns. Backup 
wide receiver Andre King will be used on 
kickoff returns, but Miami's coaches would 
like to find someone who could be consis- 
tently dangerous. 

Sophomore Todd Sievers, who once kicked 
a 63-yard field goal in high school, has inher- 
ited the placekicking job. Former walk-on 
Freddie Capshaw will be the full-time punter 
this year after a season of sharing the respon- 
sibility with Andy Crosland. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


87 Reggie Wayne (Sr, 3) 84 Andre King (Sr., 3) 

74 Sherko HajiRasouli (So., 1) 78 Bryant McKinnie (Jr., 0) 

79 Greg Laffere (Sr., 1) 60 Vernon Carey (Fr., 0) 

63 Scott Puckett (Jr., 2) 66 Brett Romberg (So., 1) 

65 Martin Bibla (Jr., 2) 67 Joe McGrath (Fr., 0) 

73 Joaquin Gonzalez (Jr.,2) 72 Ed Wilkins (So., 1) 

86 Ivan Mercer (Sr., 1) 82 Dan Smith (Jr, 2) 

11 Ken Dorsey (So., 1) 15 Ethenic Sands (So., 1) 

21 James Jackson (Sr.,3) 28 Clinton Portis (So., 1) 

35 Will McPartland (Sr.,3) 40 Robert Williams (Jr., 4) 
6 Santana Moss (Sr., 3) 1 Daryl Jones (Jr., 2) 


Defense (8) 


94 William Joseph (So.,1) 50 
96 Adrian Wilson (Sr., 3) 91 
92 Damione Lewis (Sr, 3) 95 
90 Quincy Hipps (Sr., 3) 55 
48 Chris Campbell (Jr, 2) 47 
41 Sheven Marshall (Jr., 2) 
44 Dan Morgan (Sr., 3) 45 
22 Leonard Myers (Sr, 3) 34 
20 Ed Reed (Jr., 2) 36 
7 Al Blades (Sr., 3) 23 James Lewis (Jr., 2) 
8 Mike Rumph (Jr., 2) 27 Markese Fitzgerald (Jr., 3) 


Special Teams 


16 Todd Sievers (So., 1) 
13 Freddie Capshaw (So., 1) 
84 Andre King (Sr., 3) 

6 Santana Moss (Sr., 3) 


Jevon Rhodes (Sr., 2) 
Matt Walters (So., 1) 
Brian Stinson (Sr., 3) 
Jamaal Green (So., 1) 
Ken Dangerfield (So., 1) 
DJ. Williams (Fr., 0) 
Howard Clark (So., 1) 
Phillip Buchanan (So., 1) 
Maurice Sikes (Fr., 0) 


1999 Record (Big East): 9-4 (6-1) 
Orange Bowl (74,476) 
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s Florida slowly slipping back to the pack? 
f Or was the Gators’ 9-4 mark just a small 
blip on their path to another 100-win 
decade? Well, if you take a quick glance at 
Florida’s personnel on defense and the quality 
of Steve Spurrier’s incoming recruiting class, 
it is quite clear the Gators aren't going away. 
Earnest Graham has assumed his place in a 


Alex Brown 


long line of productive yet underappreciated 
tailbacks at Florida. The small but powerful 
Graham led Florida with 654 yards during his 
injury plagued redshirt freshman season. 
oe Consecutive weeks Florida has 
%»S been ranked in the AP poll. Dur- 
ing that time, the Gators have been 


ranked No. 1 25 weeks, in the Top 5 96 
weeks and in the Top 10 145 weeks. 


Graham and junior Robert Gillespie each 
averaged 5.6 yards per carry in 1999. Senior 
Bo Carroll will be in the mix, as well. An All- 
American in track, Carroll has averaged 11.2 
yards per touch during his career. Spurrier is 
also expecting a contribution from Willie 
Green, USA Today’ Florida Player of the Year. 

The Gators will head into two-a-days with 
an unsettled offensive line. Zac Zedalis is set at 
center, and Kenyatta Walker and Mike Pearson 
will start at the two tackles spots, but the guard 
positions are open. Senior Leon Hires, a trans- 
fer from Notre Dame, is penciled in at left 
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guard. Thomas Moody struggled in the spring 
in his attempt to win the starting job at right 
guard. “This is another area where some of 
those incoming freshmen have an opportunity 
to move in and play quickly,” Spurrier says. 

The quarterback situation is rarely without 
drama at Florida. And this year should be no 
different, Veteran Jesse Palmer emerged from 
spring practice No. 1 on the 
depth chart, but freshman phe- 
nom Brock Berlin — who gradu- 
ated high school early and 
enrolled at Florida last January — 
and surprising Rex Grossman 
werent far behind. 

The quarterback, whether it be 
Palmer or Berlin, won't have the 
usual stable of game-breakers at 
wide receiver this fall. Darrell 
Jackson and Travis Taylor bolted 
early to the NFL, and talented 
John Capel left school in April to 
concentrate on qualifying for the 
U.S. Olympic track & field team. 
That leaves Alex Willis (nine 
starts last fall), Taylor Jacobs and 
underachieving Reche Caldwell 
as the primary weapons. 
“We're pretty thin at wide 
receiver,” Spurrier says. 

Florida was quite average 
by SEC standards stopping 
the run last season, finishing fifth (91.6 
yards per game) in the league. But fifth in 
the SEC was still good for ninth in the 
nation, a ranking defensive coordinator 
John Hoke has to be pleased with. 

The Gators boast one of the top run- 
stopping tackle rotations in the country. 
Gerard Warren is poised for a monster 
season after recording 13 tackles for loss. 
Derrick Chambers, back at tackle after 
playing end last season, and Buck Gurley 
will battle at left tackle. 

Underrated Andra Davis returns to 
anchor a deep linebacker corps. The mid- 
dle linebacker finished with 12 tackles for 
loss in his first year as a starter. Hoke will 
have to find a place for Alabama transfer 
Travis Carroll, a natural middle line- 
backer. Junior strong safety Marquand 
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Manuel excels against the run. fe 
Florida’s pass defense begins with dom- | kr 
PR 


inating defensive end Alex Brown, who 
recorded a school-record 13 sacks for a 
Gator defense which led the SEC with 43 
sacks. Thaddeus Bullard and Tron LaFa- 


vor will battle for the right to start oppo- 


WR 17 Reche Caldwell (So., 1) 


WR 80 Alex Willis (Sr., 2) 


| K 49 Jeff Chandler (Sr., 2) 


Head Coach: Steve Spurrier 
2000 Prediction: 2nd SEC East 


site Brown on an intimidating front line. 

Cornerback Lito Sheppard saw significant 
action despite never cracking the starting 
lineup last fall. Coaches think Sheppard can 
be a superb cover corner. Incumbents Bennie 
Alexander (who grabbed a team-high five 
interceptions) and Robert Cromartie (11 pass 
break-ups) are the starters. Daryl Dixon 
started the final seven games and should hold 
onto his free safety spot. Manuel will have to 
fight off Todd Johnson at strong safety. 

The kicking game is solid with All-SEC 
placekicker Jeff Chandler and punter Alan 
Rhine. Carroll is one of the most dangerous 
return men in the country. He averaged 26 
yards on 23 kick returns and a respectable 
10.9 yards returning punts. The Gators had 
planned to use Capel alongside Carroll to 
return kicks, but will now turn to Caldwell or 
one of the true freshmen wide receivers. 

That Florida’s 99 season was considered 
disappointing shows how high expectations 
have become. Spurrier led his alma mater to 
102 wins in the 1990s; with what he’s calling 
“potentially our best (recruiting) class that we 
have ever signed” arriving, the Gator express 
should keep on rolling into the next decade. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 


6 Taylor Jacobs (So., 1) 
64 David Kearley (So., 0) 
53 Tommy Hillard (Jr., 0) 
54 David Jorgensen (So., 0) 
72 Thomas Moody (Jr., 1) 
63 Aaron Deal (So., 0) 

82 Aaron Walker (So., 4) 

9 Brock Berlin (Fr., 0) 

20 Robert Gillespie (Jr., 2) 
44 Rob Roberts (Jr., 2) 
15 Brian Haugabrook (Jr., 1) 


Defense (9) 


98 Tron LaFavor (So., 1) 11 Thaddeus Bullard (Sr., 3) 

61 Gerard Warren (Jr.,2) 65 Arpedge Rolle (So., 1) 

99 Buck Gurley (Sr., 3) 91 Derrick Chambers (Sr., 3) 

13 Alex Brown (Jr., 2) 57 Bobby McCray (Fr., 0) 

43 Matt Farrior (Fr., 0) 56. Daryl Owens (Sr., 3) 

45 Andra Davis (Jr., 2) 55 Travis Carroll (Jr., 0) 

50 M. Oquendo-Johnson (So., 1) 42 Byron Hardmon (So., 1) 

30 Bennie Alexander (Jr, 2) 28 Marquis Westbrook (So., 0) 
4 Marquand Manuel (Jr, 2) 26 Todd Johnson (So., 1) 

34 Daryl Dixon (So., 1) 21 Lester Norwood (Jr., 2) 

25 Robert Cromartie (Jr., 2) 3 Lito Sheppard (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


71 Mike Pearson (So., 1) 
79 Leon Hires (Sr., 1) 
74 Zac Zedalis (Sr., 2) 
66 Erik Strange (Jr., 2) 
78 Kenyatta Walker (Jr., 2) 
83 Kirk Wells (So., 1) 

T Jesse Palmer (Sr., 3) 

5 Eamest Graham (So., 1) 
40 Rod Frazier (Sr., 3) 


47 Alan Rhine (Sr., 1) 
2 Bo Carroll (Sr., 3) 
2 Bo Carroll (Sr., 3) 


| (#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
| NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (SEC): 9-4 (7-4) 
Florida Field (83,000) 
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isappointment and embarrassment 
have been replaced these days in 
Columbus with a sense of resolve. 
“We're definitely pumped up to get out 
there,” says defensive lineman Joe Brown. “I 
mean, we were 6-6 last year. You don't have 
to say much after that.” 
With 15 starters returning, including quar- 


Ken-Yon Rambo 


terback Steve Bellisari, the foundation is 
there. Certainly, there is renewed passion. 

Back Jonathan Wells brings a physical style 
combined with terrific speed. Derek Combs is 
another quick, physical back. Then there's 
Jerry Westbrooks, who offers speed, power 
and athleticism, and could be a nice change- 
of-pace. Don’t forget Bellisari, the second- 
leading rusher a year ago with 332 yards and 
two touchdowns. Jamar Martin takes over at 
fullback and is a tenacious blocker. 


John Cooper's first season at 
Ohio State and the last year 
the Buckeyes failed to go bowling. 


Of course, the running game wont go any- 
where unless the line is clicking. New offen- 
sive line coach George Belu has preached a 
more physical approach. Tam Hopkins 
started in the Michigan game and moves in at 
right guard. LeCharles Bentley played multi- 


ple line positions last year, earned the team’s 
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lineman-of-the-year award and will take over 
at center. Mike Gurr started five games last 
season and will be the left guard, starting next 
to tackle Tyson Walter, a veteran of 37 con- 
secutive starts. At right tackle is Henry Flem- 
ing, who started all but one game last season. 

Reggie Germany and Ken-Yon Rambo are 
gifted receivers who catch just about every- 
thing thrown at them. The 
seniors combined for 1,489 yards 
on 84 catches last season and are 
anticipated to be among the Big 
Tens top receivers this season. 
The Buckeyes averaged 181.2 
yards receiving last season, and 
the Germany-Rambo duo com- 
bined for 124.1 of those yards. 

Rambo is a playmaker who 
makes things happen. Germany 
is stronger after off-season work- 
outs and runs precise routes. The 
question is, who will be the back- 
ups? Look for Vanness Provitt 
and Drew Carter at split end and 
Chad Cacchio and Ricky Bryant 
at flanker. For the second straight 
year, the Buckeyes will have a 
new starter at tight end, 
either Darnell Sanders or Ben 
Hartsock. 

If the air attack is to be, 
indeed, attacking, Bellisari 


Ric Fogel 


must be more efficient and consistent . 
than he was a year ago. Because of his ath- } Le 
leticism, he will show an option attack } © 
that could prove befuddling to defenses. - 
The Buckeyes have a solid, experienced } TE 
defensive line. Tackles Ryan Pickett, who } Ft 
underwent shoulder surgery in the spring, s 
and Mike Collins are returning starters } FB 
and the anchors of the middle. While they 
certainly can pass-rush, they are most } DE 
notable for their run-stuffing. They com- | PT 
bined for 104 tackles, including 56 by ty 
Collins, and seven sacks. The two will be } ts 
challenged in the fall by Brown, the quick- | 18 
est of the linemen, but hampered by a 
shoulder problems last season. Ss 
Ends Brent Johnson and Rodney Bai- } FS 
ley have 23 and 22 starts, respectively. v8 
While the line is set, linebacking had to ‘ 


be shored up. Sophomore Matt Wilhelm 


last season, will take over for Ahmed Plum- 
mer, and at the other corner is veteran Nate 
Clements, the Buckeyes’ top cover man who 
has a penchant for stopping the run. 

Safety Donnie Nickey returns, but he has 
moved from strong to free. That makes room 
for sophomore Mike Doss, who will take over 
at strong safety. Last season, Doss became the 
first true freshman to start in the Ohio State 
secondary since Antoine Winfield in 1995. 

Dan Stultz was served as punter and kicker, 
but he might give up the punting duties to 
B.J. Sander. Stultz averaged 38.6 yards a punt, 
but his real value is as a placekicker. He was 
12-of-16 on field-goal attempts, including 5- 
of-7 from beyond 40 yards. 

Rambo was the leading kick returner with 
31 for 653 yards (21.1 average), but he never 
broke one for a touchdown. Westbrooks 
might also get a look as a returner. Cornerback 
Nate Clements was the primary punt returner 
and will do more of the same this season. 

Coach John Cooper enters his 13th season 
coming off his worst year since his first. But 
there were 10 winning seasons in between, 
and it’s doubtful he’s lost his touch. Cooper 
clearly seems more fiery. 


Offense (6) 


80 Reggie Germany (Sr.,3) 83 Vanness Provitt (Sr., 1) 
77 Tyson Walter (Sr., 3) 53 Ivan Douglas (Fr., 0) 
65 Mike Gurr (Sr., 3) 69 Jim Massey (Jr., 0) 
68 LeCharles Bentley (Jr., 2) 66 Mike Jacobs (Jr., 0) 
55 Tam Hopkins (Sr., 3) 70 Scott Kuhnhein (So., 0) 
75 Henry Fleming (Sr, 2) 63 Adrien Clarke (Fr., 0) 
89 Darnell Sanders (So., 1) 88 Ben Hartsock (Fr., 0) 
4 Ken-Yon Rambo (Sr, 3) 13 Chad Cacchio (Sr., 2) 
8 Steve Bellisari (Jr., 2) 16 Craig Krenzel (Fr., 0) 
43 Derek Combs (Sr., 2) 27 Jerry Westbrooks (Sr., 1) 
39 Jamar Martin (Jr., 2) 29 Jesse Kline (Fr., 0) 


Defense (9) 


94 Rodney Bailey (Sr.,3) 97 Kenny Peterson (So., 0) 

98 Mike Collins (Jr, 2) 99 Heath Queen (Jr., 2) 

79 Ryan Pickett (Jr.,2) 73 Joe Brown (Sr., 2) 

60 Brent Johnson (Sr., 2) 57 Julius Yeast (So., 1) 

35 Matt Wilhelm (So., 1) 36 Pat O'Neill (Fr., 0) 

30 Jason Ott (Jr, 2) 46 Fred Pagac (So., 1) 

58 Courtland Bullard (Jr., 2) 10 Joe Cooper (Sr., 2) 

20 Nate Clements (Jr, 2) | 11 Richard McNutt (Fr., 0) 
2 Mike Doss (So., 1) 12 Duane Crooks (So., 1) 

25 Donnie Nickey (So., 1) 3 David Mitchell (Sr., 3) 
3 David Mitchell (Sr., 3) 7 Derek Ross (So., 1) 


Special Teams 
47 Dan Stultz (Sr., 3) 


played on the outside occasionally last 
season. Jason Ott returns at middle line- 
backer and Courtland Bullard at outside. 
Ott was fourth with 79 tackles, while 
Bullard had 40 tackles and three sacks. 
Senior David Mitchell, the nickel back 
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Kansas State 


Wildcats 


ansas State will be criticized for its 
non-conference schedule. That's a 

given, and it may be justifiable criti- 

cism. “We still have our own agenda,” coach 
Bill Snyder says of his scheduling philosophy 
that piles up wins but not schedule strength. 
But no one should doubt that the Wildcats 
will be Big 12 contenders again. Snyder has 


David Allen 


built his program on a good foundation, 
incorporating solid defense, sound special 
teams and enough of a running threat to be 
successful in the cold-weather division of a 
physical conference. 

The Wildcats, however, will be hard- 
pressed to approximate last season’s rushing 
success, which was a significant factor in the 
team’s average of 39.4 points per game, third- 
best in the nation. 


Kansas State’s winning per- 
centage at KSU Stadium in the 
1990s. The Wildcats had a cumu- 
lative record of 57-5-1 to rank fifth 
among Division I-A schools. 


Ks) 


David Allen, an explosive punt returner, 
provides big-play potential at tailback. Trying 
to stop him in the open field is “like tackling 
a rubber-band man,” says Baylor coach Kevin 
Steele. 

Allen will need backup help from an inex- 
perienced group that includes Josh Scobey, 
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the fast, highly touted transfer. 

Randall Cummins and John Robertson are 
among those who'll give the ballcarriers room 
to run. Cummins, the center, is Kansas State's 
best offensive lineman and one of the best in 
the Big 12. Robertson has the strength to play 
tackle and the quickness to play guard. Andy 
Eby, Steve Washington and Milford Stephen- 
son also can play more than one 
position. 

Quarterback Jonathan Beasley 
struggled at times early in his 
junior season. But by season's 
end, he was playing more consis- 
tently. He was the MVP in the 
24-20 Holiday Bowl victory 
against Washington. 

Though he completed only 90- 
of-203 passes with seven intercep- 
tions, Beasley was productive. He 
ranked second nationally to Vir- 
ginia Tech’s Michael Vick in 
yards-per-completion, at 20.1, 
with 14 touchdown passes. 

The diminutive Aaron Lock- 
ett, who caught 33 passes for 531 
yards and three touchdowns, and 
Quincy Morgan, a first-team 
all-conference selection, are 
among those who need to be 
involved. Morgan is a big tar- 
get and big-play threat, 
catching 42 passes for 1,007 yards and 
nine touchdowns. He set a Big 12 record 
by averaging 24.0 yards per reception. 

Defensive tackles Mario Fatafehi and 
Cliff Holloman play key roles in the 
Wildcats’ attacking 4—3 base defense. 
Fatafehi, the Big 12 Defensive Newcomer 
of the Year, is an aggressive and enthusias- 
tic team leader. 

Monty Beisel is active at end, with sur- 
prisingly good closing speed given his 
size. He's athletic enough that he has 
occasionally lined up at fullback for more 
muscle on offense. Chris Johnson, the 
other end, is built low to the ground and 
is difficult to knock off the line of scrim- 
mage. 

Linebacking is the most uncertain area 
on defense, with Ben Leber the only 
returning starter. He has been moved to 
the strongside position, replacing the 
seemingly irreplaceable Mark Simoneau. 

Turelle Williams and Jason Kazar are 
the best of the other returning lineback- 
ers, with junior college transfer Ken 
Greene expected to get an opportunity to 
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step in immediately. 

Jarrod Cooper, Dyshod Carter and Jer- 
ametrius Butler return from a secondary that 
enabled Kansas State to rank first nationally in 
pass efficiency defense and turnover margin. 

Cooper is among the Big 12’s best. He sup- 
ports against the run, finishing second on the 
team with 77 tackles. And he can cover 
receivers. 

Carter and Butler can handle receivers one- 
on-one. Carter, who also practiced at safety in 
the spring, tied for the team lead in intercep- 
tions with five, and broke up eight passes. 

One of the top special teams players in the 
nation, Allen needs 172 punt-return yards to 
break an NCAA record that has stood since 
1949, And with another punt return for a 
touchdown, he also would break that NCAA 
career record, shared with Nebraska's Johnny 
Rodgers and Oklahoma's Jack Mitchell. 

Placekicker Jamie Rheem is outstanding. 
He was a unanimous All-Big 12 selection and 
runner-up for the Lou Groza Award, hitting 
on 18-of-21 field goal attempts, including 5- 
of-8 from 40 yards or longer. 

Punting is a concern. The Wildcats ranked 
ninth in the conference in net punting, 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


22 Aaron Lockett (Jr, 2) 33 Brice Libel (Sr., 3) 

74 Milford Stephenson (Sr, 3)69 Matt Martin (Jr., 0) 

64 Andy Eby (Jr., 1) 76 Oshin Honarchian (Jr., 0) 
58 Randall Cummins (Sr., 2) 59 Dan Divilbiss (Jr., 0) 

78 Steve Washington (So., 1) 741 Grant Reves (Sr., 0) 


70 John Robertson (Jr.,1) 72 Chris Bailes (So., 0) 
85 Shad Meier (Sr., 3) 81 Nick Warren (Jr., 2) 
5 Quincy Morgan (Sr,1) 45 Brandon Clark (Jr, 1) 


18 Jonathan Beasley (Sr.,3) 17 Jeremy Milne (Jr, 1) 


32 David Allen (Sr., 3) 4 Josh Scobey (Jr., 0) 

37 Johnno Lazetich (Sr, 1) 39 Nick Hoheisel (So., 1) 
Defense (7) 

44 Monty Beisel (Sr., 3) 90 Steve Altobello (Sr., 1) 

79 Cliff Holloman (Sr.,1) 55 DeVane Robinson (Jr., 2) 

75 Mario Fatafehi (Sr.,1) 76 Eric Everley (Jr., 1) 

36 Chris Johnson (Sr., 3) 97 Melvin Williams (So., 1) 

44 Turelle Williams (Sr., 3) 56 Terry Pierce (Fr., 0) 

52 Ben Leber (Jr, 2) 51 Andy Klocke (So., 1) 


54 Jason Kazar (Sr., 2) 7 
23 Jerametrius Butler (Jr, 2) 2 
38 Jon McGraw (Jr., 2) 27 Alan Walker (Fr., 0) 

40 Jarrod Cooper (Sr., 3) 14 Milton Proctor (Jr., 2) 

35 Dyshod Carter (Sr., 3) 4 Terence Newman (So., 1) 


Special Teams 
15 Jamie Rheem (Sr., 3) 
10 Travis Brown (So., 1) 


32 David Allen (Sr., 3) 
32 David Allen (Sr., 3) 


Josh Buhl (Fr., 0) 
DeRon Tyler (Jr., 1) 


1999 Record (Big 12): 11-1 (7-1) 
KSU Stadium (50,000) 
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Tigers 
ts nota bad problem to have, but Tommy 
| Bowden has to temper his excitement. 
Clemson players and fans are buzzing 
about a BCS bowl. 

“We're not ready for that,” Bowden said 
while preparing for his second season as a 
head coach in the same conference with his 
father. “Why would anyone think we can 


Travis Zachery 


challenge for a BCS game? We haven't won a 
bowl game in seven years. Let's be realistic.” 

But if the Tigers make reasonable progress 
within their fast-paced offense, if either 
Woodrow Dantzler or Willie Simmons (or 
both) takes charge at quarterback and if a tal- 
ented defense improves only slightly, the 
schedule invites a BCS run until a Nov. 4 
game at Florida State. 


With all the hoopla about the no-huddle 


offense and spread formations, Bowden 
demands balance and toughness. Tailback 
Travis Zachery rushed for 820 yards as a 
sophomore and has been designated by Bow- 
den and offensive coordinator Rich 
Rodriguez as a 1,000-yard back this season. 
He’s a workhorse with a nose for the goal line. 


Sophomore Bernard Rambert is as physical as 
Zachery but is better on the corner. 

All five offensive linemen return, led by 
junior left tackle Akil Smith and junior cen- 
ter Kyle Young, All-ACC candidates and the 
team’s most versatile blockers. Senior fullback 
Terry Witherspoon, a team leader, is one of 
the best blockers in the ACC. 

In the spring, Dantzler 
appeared more confident as a 
passer and made fewer misfires 
on short-range passes, his pri- 
mary flaw while sharing the job 
with Brandon Streeter in 1999. 
Dantzler’s 580 rushing yards in 
part-time play were the most by a 
Clemson quarterback in 21 years. 

Eventually, redshirt freshman 
Simmons will be given every 
chance to do for Clemson's 
offense what Shaun King did for 
Tulane under Bowden and 
Rodriguez. Simmons doesn’t 
quite have the arm strength of 
King but is quicker and more pol- 
ished at the same age. 

Clemson has talent and height 
at wide receiver, a necessity 
for a team planning to travel 
with 10 wideouts. Rod Gard- 
ner set school records for } 


Jim Thorpe Award nominee, set a school sin- 
gle-season record for tackles by a defensive 
back with 129. Junior Charles Hafley takes 
over at strong safety and brings a knack for 
big plays. 

Clemson's pass rush topped the ACC 
charts with 47 sacks, led by Adams with 16. 
Sophomore defensive end Nick Eason gets to 
the pocket quickly and makes good decisions. 

Junior cornerback Alex Ardley is blessed 
with talent, and when it’s combined with 
focus, he’s step-for-step with any college 
wideout. Sophomore Brian Mance, perhaps 
the top defensive player signed in the 1999 
recruiting class, will start across from Ardley. 

Tony Lazzara is the returning placekicker, 
but incoming freshman Aaron Hunt, who 
has a powerful leg, could challenge him. 
Sophomore Jamie Somaini has a shaky hold 
on the punter spot. Zachery is the primary 
punt returner. Reames, shifty and slippery, 
makes kickoff returns fun. 

Rarely does a college football program 
make so much improvement without losing a 
single coach. But Rodriguez turned down an 
offer to become head coach at Texas Tech, and 
a superb staff stayed intact. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


= receptions (73) and yards 
receiving (1,009) and is determined to 
become the ACC’s most dominant pass- 
catcher. Justin Watts is the possession 
receiver, while Joe Don Reames is a deep 
threat adept at end-around plays. 

Matt Bailey and Kevin Youngblood 
provide big, athletic targets. Zachery is a 
good receiver out of the backfield, and 
Rambert will get more chances to use his 
open-field speed in the passing game. 

Eight starters are back on defense, 
including junior run-stuffer Keith 
Adams, the reigning ACC Defensive 
pares of the Year. Adams is a weak-side 
linebacker with range and tenacity, short 
but packing a punch. Drawing extra 
attention, Adams should help free up 
junior middle linebacker Chad Carson 
and junior Braxton K. Williams. 

Defensive tackles Terry Jolly and Jason 
Holloman are seniors who clog the mid- 
dle with size and emotion. Jolly, surpris- 
ingly agile for 290 pounds, scored on a 
20-yard interception return against 
Duke. 

Free safety Robert Carswell, a senior 


WR 6 Justin Watts (Sr., 4) 
LT 64 Akil Smith, | (Jt, 2) 
LG 73 TJ. Watkins | (Jr, 2) 
C 59 Kyle Young (Jr, 2) 


RG 60 Theo Mougros (St., 3) 
RT 67 John McDermott (Sr. 2) 
“TE 13 Pat Cytgalis (So., 1) 


WR 23 Rod Gardner (Sr., 3) 


82 Jackie Robinson (So., 1) 
77 Brady Washburn (So., 1) 
62 Neely Page (Jr., 2) 
68. Jermyn Chester (Fr., 0) 
50. Will Merritt (Jr, 1) 

79 Gary Byrd (So., 1) 

89 Jason LeMay (So., 1) 
80 Matt Bailey (Jr., 2) 


! SLB 48, Braxton Williams (Jr., 2) 


QB 1 Woodrow Dantzler Ur, 2) 7 Willie Simmons (Fr., 0) 
RB 8 Travis Zachery (Jt, 2) 20 Bernard Rambert (So., 1) 
FB 26 Terry Witherspoon (Sr., 3) 10 Chad Jasmin (Fr., 0) 


Defense (8) 


DE 98 Nick Eason (So., 1) 57 Marcus Lewis (Fr., 0) 
DT 92 Terry Jolly (Sr., 3) 95 Jovon Bush (Jr., 2) 
DT 76 Jason Holloman (Sr, 3) 99 Gary Childress (Sr., 3) 
DE 93 Terry Bryant (Sr, 3) 91 Bryant McNeal (So., 1) 
42 Altroy Bodrick (Jr., 2) 


MLB46 Chad Carson (Jr., 2) 
WLB43. ‘Keith Adams (Jt, 2) 
CB 28 Alex Ardley (Jr., 2) 

$540 Charles Hafley (ir, 2) 


FS 9 Robert Carswell (Sr, 3) 


CB 3 Brian Mance (So., 1) 


44 Rodney Thomas (So., 1) 


49 Kenzi Ross (Sr., 3) 


27 Kevin Johnson (Fr., 0) 
2. Eric Meekins (So., 1) 
24 Marcus Houskin (Fr., 0) 
30 Darrel Crutchfield (Sr., 3) 


Special Teams 


K 39 Tony Lazzara (So., 1) 
P 24 Jamie Somaini (Sr., 1) 
KR 16 Joe Don Reames (So., 4) 
PR 8 Travis Zachery (Jr., 2) 
(#) Indicates ‘number of returning Starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Tommy Bowden 
2000 Prediction: 2nd ACC 


1999 Record (ACC): 6-6 (5-3) 
Clemson Memorial Stadium (81,473) 
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ennessee lost more talent than any team 

in the country, but Volunteers coach 

Phillip Fulmer isn't conceding any- 
thing. 

“Our first obligation is to not lower our 
standards,” Fulmer says. “Tradition doesn't 
graduate.” 

But players do, and the Vols return just 10- 


Travis Henry 


of-22 starters with a school-record seven first- 
team All-SEC players having taken their skills 
to the NFL. 

Tennessee will rely on workhorse tailback 
Travis Henry to carry the load until the first- 
year starting quarterback — whoever that 
might be — settles in. Joey Mathews and true 
freshman Casey Clausen looked very strong in 
the spring, but redshirt freshman A.J. Suggs 
and true freshman John Rattay might also 


play. 


Tennessee ended the 1999 
season having been ranked in 
the Top 10 for 59 straight weeks. 


Tennessee looks to lead the SEC in rushing 
for a third consecutive season. Henry simply 
doesn't go down on the first hit and often 
bounces off second and third would-be tack- 
lers, keeping his powerful legs churning. Jit- 
terbug Travis Stephens provides the Vols with 
depth and change of pace. 

Left tackle Reggie Coleman has been 


56 


hailed as Tennessee's next great offensive line- 
man, while guard Fred Weary is the Vols’ only 
returning starter on the offensive line. Will 
Ofenheusle is a strong run blocker at right 
tackle. 

Mathews, a tough local boy from nearby 
Sevier County, has a strong arm and blue col- 
lar mentality. Clausen is a polished pocket 
7 passer from Southern California 

9 with a quick release and an accu- 
rate arm. Suggs is similar to 
Mathews in that he is efficient 
though not flashy. Rattay might 
be the best athlete in the group, 
but needs to fill out his 6'4" 
frame and strengthen his arm. 

Bottom line: Somebody has to 
get the ball to the receivers. 
Cedrick Wilson runs near-per- 
fect routes and was on pace to 
break UT’s all-time receiving 
mark before suffering pulled 
hamstrings last season. 

Donte’ Stallworth and David 
Martin give the Vols a pair of siz- 
able targets. Eric Parker was the 
only Vol to catch a pass in every 
game last season. Eric Locke 
is ready to contribute, having 
sat out last season after trans- 
ferring from Alabama, and 
track star Leonard Scott is a 
viable deep threat. 

Nebraska embarrassed Tennessee's | t¢ 
young defensive tackles in the Fiesta | © 
Bowl, and “Big John” Henderson (6'7", 
290) has been on a rampage ever since. | TE 
He says he learned to stay low as a result 


Tim Clark 


of the whipping, and offensive linemen . 
across the SEC will rue his lesson. Con- | FB 


verted tight end Ed Kendrick gives the 
Vols another dependable tackle, while | Le 
Rashad Moore and Albert Haynesworth o 
are powerful young tackles with unlim- 


WR 14 Cedrick Wilson (Sr., 3) 


Weak-side linebacker Anthony Sessions 
runs a 4.38 40 and was a junior college All- 
America defensive back prior to transferring 
to UT last year. The Vols won't hesitate to line 
Sessions up across from a slot receiver, leaving 
the quarterback to decide if Sessions will drop 
into coverage or blitz. 

Cornerback Andre Lott plays sticky man- 
to-man coverage while Teddy Gaines has 
great quickness and breaks well on the ball. 
The Vols have a spirited battle at the safety 
positions, with Tad Golden being the most 
experienced and well-rounded of the bunch. 

David Leaverton is a two-year starter at 
punter, where he averaged 42.6 yards per kick 
last season. Leaverton also kicked off, and 18 
of his 43 kicks were touchbacks. Alex Walls 
looks to hold on to the kicking duties. 

The Vols have two dangerous return men 
in Parker and Scott. Parker is a kamikaze, 
catching punts on the run and going vertical 
in oncoming coverage. Scott led the SEC 
with a 27-yard average on his kick returns. 

Fulmer’s eye for talent and his recruiting 
success have elevated Tennessee to the top tier 
of collegiate football. Fulmer stresses line play 
and insists on large, powerful players. 


Offense (5) 


87 David Martin (Sr., 3) 4 Donte’ Stallworth (So., 1) 
71 Reggie Coleman (Jr, 1) 76 Brandon Pruitt (Fr., 0) 
70 Fred Weary (Jr., 2) 64 Scott Wells (Fr., 0) 
53 Toby Champion (Sr.,2) 64 Scott Wells (Fr., 0) 
74 Bernard Gooden (Sr., 1) 55 Terriea Smalls (Fr., 0) 
73 Will Ofenheusle (So.,1) 75 Zack Davis (Fr., 0) 
84 Neil Johnson (Sr., 2) 96 John Finlayson (Jr., 2) 
80 Eric Parker (Jr., 2) 

7 Casey Clausen (Fr., 0) 8 Joey Mathews (So., 1) 
20 Travis Henry (Sr., 3) 34 Travis Stephens (Jr., 2) 
45 Will Bartholomew (Jr., 2) 27 Troy Fleming (Fr., 0) 


Defense (5) 


56 Bernard Jackson (Jr., 2) 91 Omari Hand (So., 1) 

98 John Henderson (Jr.,1) | 81 Edward Kendrick (So., 1) 
92 Albert Haynesworth (So., 1)58 Rashad Moore (So., 1) 
90 Will Overstreet (Jr., 2) 99 DeAngelo Lloyd (Sr., 3) 


ited potential. su 

Keyon Whiteside gives the Vols a bona 
fide run stuffer at middle linebacker, but 
Dominique Stevenson, the leading return- 
ing tackler, wont give up the position eas- 
ily. Butkus Award candidate Eric 
Westmoreland anchors the defense at 
strong-side linebacker. 

Ends Will Overstreet and Bernard 
Jackson are quick and relentless pass rush- 
ers with the ability to make the play from 
the backside in pursuit. DeAngelo Lloyd, 
Omari Hand and Constantin Ritzmann 
give UT a wealth of depth at end. 


ATHLON® 


SporTs™ 


SLB 42 Eric Westmoreland (Sr., 3) 37 Eddie Moore (So., 1) 
MLB 28 Dominique Stevenson (Sr, 2)50 Keyon Whiteside (So., 1) 
WLB 22 Anthony Sessions (Sr., 1) 39 Andre James (Jr., 2) 

LC 30 Andre Lott (Sr., 2) 24 Charles Small (Jr., 0) 
RC 12 Teddy Gaines (Jr., 2) 3 Willie Miles (Jr., 2) 

SS 9 Steven Marsh (So.,1) 36 Maurice Fitzgerald (Jr., 2) 
FS 13 Tad Golden (Jr., 2) 21 Sterling Kazee (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 


K 19 Alex Walls (So., 1) 

P 43 David Leaverton (Sr., 2) 

KR 26 Leonard Scott (So., 1) 

PR 80 Eric Parker (Jr., 2) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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“line up against the most explosive pass rushers 

in football every Sunday. 1 can't afford to get 

| weighted down when the game's on the line. 

| Under Armour is tight, light, and perfect for the 
| trenches. | wouldn't play in anything else.” 


Tony Boselli heatgear 
Pro Bow! Offensive Tackle 0039 Full T-Shirt 
heatgear 


0038 Sleeveless T-Shirt 


T 


loosegear 
0084 Full T-Shirt 


® 


coldgear 
Bie Mock Turtleneck 


burfgear 
BW Sretameripyie Turt Shirt 
"| 


OFFICIAL 
SUPPLIER 


*Pictured turfgear 0032 Long Sleeve Turf Shirt Way yw 


Performance apparel for any condition. Our apparel is built for speed and has been field- 

proven to help you win. What began with our superior undershirt designed for equipment 

sports has developed into a revolution in the fit and fabrics that athletes choose to protect 

their bodies. Gur high-tech performance gear wraps around your body like a second skin to 
| protect you from the elements and your opponents. 


o® www.underarmour.com 


a. for a FREE catalog, to place an order, or for a team dealer in your UNDER ARMOUR’ 
nt k=] area call 1.888.4.ARMOUR or 1.888.427.6687 


Trojans 


Wf the Trojans don’t bounce back from last 
season's 6-6 record, it could be the final 
m year for coach Paul Hackett. That will be 
the underlying theme of this season: whether 
USC can win enough games to avoid con- 
stant speculation about Hackett’s job. 

“This is the year to turn the corner,” Hack- 
ett says. 


Sultan Abdul-Malik 


Certainly, there is enough talent for the 
Trojans to win 10 games. But will they do it? 
They have one of the top quarterbacks in the 
nation (Carson Palmer) and return 10 starters 
on defense, so the answer to that question, at 
least on paper, is yes. 


a 2 


¥ 


It's been that many years 
so since USC swept UCLA and 

Notre Dame in the same season. 
The Trojans have stopped long losing 
streaks to both archrivals, but have 
not swept them since 1981. 


There’s a three-way battle to replace work- 
horse Chad Morton at tailback, and sopho- 
more Sultan McCullough has the inside track 
to be No. 1. McCullough is faster than any- 
one else, but he also has a penchant for run- 
ning sideways. Junior Malaefou MacKenzie is 
more of a power runner and should get plenty 
of carries. But the intriguing prospect should 
be true freshman Chris Howard. He's proba- 
bly the best true running back on the roster. 


58 


The fullback position has primarily been 
nothing more than blocking, but USC is try- 
ing to open up its offense, and sophomore 
Chad Pierson appeared to make a claim for 
the No. 1 job in spring practice. He will be 
joined by junior Charlie Landrigan, who 
started nine games last season. 

There’s been some change along the line, 
and someone needs to replace 
four-year starter Travis Claridge, 
but the depth is better than it’s 
been in five years. Senior left 
tackle Brent McCaffrey and 
senior center Eric Denmon have 
combined for 32 career starts. 
Junior Faaesea Mailo started five 
games last fall and is expected to 
become the regular at left guard, 
but it’s the right side where the 
mystery lies. Sophomore Zach 
Wilson will start, but the 
coaches are undecided whether 
he will be a guard or tackle. 

No matter what else is going 
on with the Trojans, all attention 
seems to focus on Carson Palmer. 
He’s fully recovered from a bro- 
ken collarbone that sidelined 
him for nine games last sea- J 
son, and the high expecta- 
tions surrounding Palmer are | 
a major reason USC is con- 


Peter Brouillet 


sidered one of the favorites in the Pac-10. | eee See en Nene: Ore 
‘ affrey (Sr, 3) 73 Derek Graf (So., 0) 
Although backup Mike Van Raaphorst J LG 75 Faaesea Mallo (Jr, 2) 77 Trevor Roberts (Sr., 1) 
fell out of favor and was benched late in S = petal he HH e peed cals Mg 4 
a : ] son (SO., enny lermade (Fr., 
the season, it’s nice to have a 15-game | RT 72 Jacob Rogers (Fr. 0) 74. Nate Steinbacher (Fr. 0) 
starter on the bench. | TE 81 Antoine Harris (Sr, 3) Alex Holmes (Fr., 0) 
There will be plenty of targets, with | FL 8 Marcell Almond (So., 1) 80. Steve Stevenson (So., 1) 
Pac-10 Freshman of the Year Kareem | by Be Ce caneaieat Tae aa ee e) 
Kelly poised for a huge season, and fellow } 1B 4 Sultan McCullough (So., 1) 24 Malaefou MacKenzie (Jr, 2) 
sophomore Marcell Allmond starting at Defense (10) 
the other spot. Freshman Keary Colbert } Le 58 matt Childers (Sr, 1) 52 S. AbdulShaheed (3) 
would surprise no one if he breaks into } 1 99 Ennis Davis (St, 3) 91_Bobby DeMars (ir, 0) 
the regular rotation. A major upgrade has pl a ale caries y ce ae were 3) 
occurred at tight end, where 295-pound } SiB 18 Kori Dickerson (Jr, 2) 59 Chris Prosser (Fr, 0) 
freshman Alex Holmes joins senior ar Raa sj oF patel rons or, 
: : us Steele (Sr., lenry Wallace (Jr., 
Antoine Harris, } Lc 6 Antuan Simmons (St, 3) 30. Kevin Arbet (So., 1) 
The defensive line should be better RC 29 Chris Cash (Jr., 0) 22 Darrell Rideaux (So., 1) 
than ever with tackle Ennis Davis fully } $$ $4 Hse (St, 3) 43. Troy Polamalu (So., 1) 
recovered from his 1998 knee injury. | ie be Sl Se al Teams ra) 
Although he played last season, he was ‘ P 
only a shell of his former self. Three other | . a ere, Un. 2) 
starters along the line — junior Lonnie | KR 4 Sultan McCullough (So., 1) 
PR 2 Kareem Kelly (So., 1) 


Ford, senior Matt Childers and junior | 
Ryan Nielsen — return and are all legiti- [ 
mate all-conference candidates. 

The Trojans also bring back their top 


}| (#) Indicates number of returning starters 
pee: indicates returning starters 
| NUMBER after class indicates letters wort 


Markus Steele — and return linebacker Sul- 
tan Abdul-Malik to his more natural position 
of defensive end for added depth. 

Senior cornerback Antuan Simmons 
underwent back surgery in November and sat 
out spring practice, but he is expected to be 
100 percent by the start of the season. The 
other cornerback, junior Kris Richard, 
returns but has been told he may have to play 
free safety. That's because junior college trans- 
fer Chris Cash has emerged as a possible 
starter at cornerback, and the Trojans are 
moving senior free safety Ife Ohalete to 
strong safety. 

USC's special teams were far from sharp 
last season, and senior kicker David Bell is 
expected to replace junior David Newbury, 
who made only 11-of-20 field goals. Junior 
Mike MacGillivray is entrenched at punter. If 
Kelly is allowed to return kicks, USC should 
be fine in that area. 

Hackett has shuffled the coaching staff, 
with four new assistants. But more important 
than staff changes will be the scrutiny on 
Hackett himself. He is 14-11 in his first two 
years, and rumors are flying that he needs a 
major bowl bid to ensure his return. 


ottones 6) 


two linebackers — Zeke Moreno and [ii 


ATHLON® SPoRTS™ 
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Virginia Tech 


Hokies 


irginia Tech's offense led Division I-A 
VY last season, averaging 41.4 points a 

game. This season? That offense 
should be better. “Offensively, we've got 
enough weapons,” says coach Frank Beamer. 
“We've got a special quarterback in Michael 
Vick and our offensive line back.” That 
offense could put the Hokies back in the BCS 


Michael Vick 


picture. The two obstacles: a reconfigured 
defense and a Nov. 4 date in Miami. 
Replacing Shyrone Stith at tailback will be 
small but difficult-to-bring-down André 
Kendrick, who sat out spring ball, and speed- 
ster Lee Suggs, who got a majority of the reps 
in April. Kendrick, though 5'7", is a good 
inside runner who can also turn the corner. 
6 victories Virginia Tech has over 
Miami, which won the first 12 
games of the series. 


The number of consecutive 


Another runner teams might want to pre- 
pare for is this Vick fellow, who was clocked 
on an indoor track at 4.25 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash this spring. 

The backs will be running behind a deep 
and experienced offensive line. Matt Lehr is a 
strong left guard, lethal when it comes to 
pulling and trapping. Dave Kadela, a 6'6" 
right tackle, is the team’s best pass blocker. 
That's fortunate for Vick, a lefty, who will 


depend on Kadela to protect his blind side. 

Also returning are right guard Josh Red- 
ding, perhaps the team’s strongest man, and 
left tackle Anthony Lambo. If there’s a ques- 
tion mark it’s at center. Jake Grove may be 
making the calls as a redshirt freshman. 

At fullback, a pair of proven players — Jar- 
rett Ferguson and Cullen Hawkins — will 
share duties. 

Pittsburgh coach Walt Harris 
summed up the feelings of Vir- 
ginia Tech’s opponents. “There's 
only one Michael Vick,” he said. 
“Thank God.” The nation’s leader 
in pass efficiency will again be 
throwing to flanker André Davis, 
a burner who led the team with 
35 catches for 962 yards last sea- 
son (27.5 yards per catch). Taking 
over at split end will be Emmett 
Johnson, a rangy 6'3", 211-pound 
specimen who has 4.4 speed and a 
36-inch vertical leap. Shawn Wit- 
ten and Ernest Wilford, along 
with backup tight end Browning 
Wynn, are other targets for Vick. 

Gone from the defense is 
Corey Moore, last season's 
most decorated defensive 
Hokie. Gone is John Engel- 
berger, another All-American. 
But the cupboard is far from } 
bare. Redshirt freshman Nathaniel Adibi, 
who plays Moore's spot, was the talk of 
spring camp. “He's special,” says Beamer. 

“He's a good athlete. And he’s smart. The 
game makes sense to him.” 

Derrius Monroe, who was suspended, 
could return and fight Adibi. Ron Cook 
(two sacks) will probably fill Englel- 
berger’s old position. Tech has two solid 
tackles in David Pugh and Chad Beasley. 

Nick Sorensen, a bit slow at free safety, 
has been moved to whip linebacker, 
enabling Beamer to exploit Sorensen’s size 
and strength. Ben Taylor, last year’s whip, 
was moved to the backer slot. Meanwhile, 
the middle linebacking slot will either go 
to Jake Houseright or Brian Welch, both co 
of whom battled injuries last season. 

The Hokies lost both cornerbacks, but 

K 
they don’t seem concerned about the sec- | p 
ondary, save over Sorensen’s safety slot. KR 

Cory Bird, the team’s rover, may have } PR 
been Tech’s most underrated defensive 
player in 1999, He was second on the 
team in tackles and recorded six sacks. 

Corners Ronyell Whitaker and Larry 


Joe Robbins 


ESAs ae 


DE 
Dr 
oT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 


cB 


79 Josh Redding (Sr, 3) 


; 51 Ron Cook. Ur., 0) 


ROV 16 Cory Bird (Sr., 3) 
35 Willie Pile (So., 0) 


Head Coach: Frank Beamer 
2000 Prediction: 2nd Big East 


Austin should be fine. Whitaker many times 
covered opponents’ best receivers in 1999. 
Austin, who played a lot as a sophomore, was 
picked on from time to time, but he’s being 
favorably compared to Anthony Midget. 

Willie Pile is the player trying to grasp the 
free safety spot. Pile, the only Hokie with 
experience there, saw limited time. 

Beamer calls progress in the kicking game 
“critical.” Departed are kicker Shayne Gra- 
ham, honored by the Big East four times, and 
punter Jimmy Kibble, honored three times. 

Carter Warley, a redshirt freshman, is 
expected to land the kicking job. The punting 
job will go to redshirt freshman Robert 
Peaslee, or a true freshman, Vinnie Burns. 

‘Tech's special teams blocked more kicks in 
the 1990s than any other program. Expect 
the Tech coaching staff to concentrate on 
the area if for no other reason than pride. 

Beamer went through some rough spots in 
Blacksburg, but now he’s on top of the coach- 
ing profession. After last season's perfect regu- 
lar season, Beamer won coach of the year 
awards that ranged from Bear Bryant to Wal- 
ter Camp. He's been rated among the best at 
game preparation, motivation and teaching. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 


18 Emmett Johnson (Jr, 2) 26 Shawn Witten (So., 4) 
59 Anthony Lambo (Sr, 3) 57 Anthony Davis (So., 1) 
69 Matt Lehr (Sr., 2) 63 Joe Marchant (Sr., 1) 
61 Steve | DeMasi (Sr., 4) 64 Jake Grove (Fr., 0) 

74 Luke Owens (So., 1) 
58 Matt Wincek (Jr., 2) 
93 Browning Wynn (Jr., 2) 
43 Dave Meyer (Sr., 2) 
22 Lee Suggs (So., 1) 


76 Dave Kadela (Sr., 2) 
85 Derek Carter (Sr., 3) 
7 Michael Vick (So., 1) 
4 André Kendrick (Sr., 3) 
27 Jarrett Ferguson (Jr, 2) 42 Cullen Hawkins (Sr., 3) 
88 André Davis (Jr, 2) 49 Emest Wilford (Fr., 0) 
Defense (3) 
83 Nathaniel Adibi (Fr.,0) 99 Cols Colas (Fr., 0) 
71 David Pugh (Jr., 2) 54 Dan Wilkinson Ur., 0) 
94 Chad Beasley Or, 2) 90 Thenus Franklin (So., 0) 
28 Lamar Cobb (So., 0) 
45 Benny Wolfe (Sr., 2) 
30 Tee Butler (Sr., 1) 
41 Jake Houseright (Jr., 2) 
17 Gamell Wilds (Fr., 0) 
8 Phillip Summers (Sr., 3) 
3 Deon Provitt (Fr., 0) 
24 Larry Austin (Jr., 2) 44 Phillip Hicks (Jr., 1) 
Special Teams 
Carter Warley (Fr., 0) 
Robert Peaslee (Fr., 0) 
4 André Kendrick (Sr., 3) 
2 Ronyell Whitaker (So., 4) 


40 | Ben Taylor (Jn, 2) 
14 Nick Sorensen (Sr. 3) 
34 Brian Welch (Jr., 1) 

2 Ronyell Whitaker (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big East): 11-1 (7-0) 
Lane Stadium (50,000) 
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Oklahoma 
Sooners 


hen Bob Stoops was first intro- 
duced as Oklahoma's new coach 
on Dec. 1, 1998, he received an 


immediate indicator of just how far the Soon- 
ers had fallen. “People would tell me that the 
goal for the OU special teams was just to have 
the right number of people on the field when 
Stoops says. 


they kicked the ball,” “T told 


Rocky Calmus 


them that wasn’t enough for me.” 

In his first season at OU, Stoops did more 
than enough to create excitement among the 
Sooners’ victory-starved fan base. He not only 
managed to get the right number of players 
on the field, he also pushed all the right but- 
tons in virtually every aspect of the program. 


That’s how many more points 

the Sooners scored in 1999 

than in ‘98. OU was last in the Big 

12 in scoring at 16.7 points per game 
in '98, then soared to 36.8 in ‘99. 


The Sooners, who went 7—5 and returned 
to a bowl game for the first time since 1994, 
now appear capable of contending for the 
South Division title in 2000. 

However, if there’s one area that the Soon- 
ers were truly disappointed about last year, it 
was the running game. Oklahoma finished 
dead last in the Big 12 in rushing offense, 
averaging a paltry 105.5 yards per game. 

Much of that was due to the record-setting 


60 


passing attack the Sooners unleashed, but the 
lack of a consistent running game hurt Okla- 
homa in several situations. 

“We still need to continue to develop our 
running game to make sure that when we do 
run it, we're effective,” Stoops says. 

Seth Littrell is an excellent blocker at one 
running back spot, and the diminutive 
Quentin Griffin (5'6", 180) is an 
exciting and elusive runner. 

Perhaps the greatest burden for 
boosting the running attack falls 
to a young and talented offensive 
line. 

The major concern with the 
OU passing attack is keeping 
quarterback Josh Heupel healthy. 
The Sooners went from the worst 
passing team in the Big 12 in 
1998 to the best in “99. And 
Heupel, a junior college transfer, 
led the Big 12 in total offense, 
total passing yards (3,460) and 
touchdown passes (30). 

The concern comes if Heupel 
should go down. Nate Hybl and 
Jason White will battle for the 
No. 2 spot. Hybl sat out last 
season after transferring from 
Georgia, while White played 
in three games as a true fresh- 
man. 

With three offensive line starters gone 
from last year, that could be a problem, 
too. What's more, the top two receivers 
from last year, Brandon Daniels and Jar- 
rail Jackson, also are gone. But the return 
of blossoming go-to targets Antwone Sav- 
age and Curtis Fagan, who both had sen- 
sational freshman seasons in ’99, should 
keep the passing attack at full throttle. 

Aside from two games last year — 
Notre Dame and Texas — Oklahoma 
played solid run defense throughout the 
season. And with the return of All-Big 12 
candidates Rocky Calmus and Torrance 
Marshall at linebacker, defensive lineman 
Ryan Fisher and defensive end/outside 
linebacker Corey Callens, the Sooners 
could be even better in 2000. 


Chris Covatta 
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and defensive tackle Juan Prishker of Blinn 
(Texas) Junior College, could see plenty of 
early playing time. 

The bad news is that the Sooners lose three 
starting DBs from a year ago. The good news 
is that with development of some younger 
players, the arrival of some talented newcom- 
ers and the healthy return of Ontei Jones, 
OU could be better in the secondary in 
2000. 

Roy Williams, who started the last five 
games of 1999, is an outstanding tackler who 
finished with 75 stops and two interceptions. 
Jones, another starter before he was hurt last 
season, sat out spring ball while recuperating 
from knee surgery. But he is expected to be 
back at full strength in the fall. 

Special teams was an area that was disas- 
trous under John Blake but made a dramatic 
improvement under Stoops. 

Kicker Tim Duncan connected on 11-of- 
16 field-goal attempts and 49-of-51 extra 
points to lead the Sooners in scoring. Punter 
Jeff Ferguson had a breakthrough year in "99, 
averaging 42.4 yards per punt and helping 
the Sooners to finish seventh nationally in net 
punting. 


Depth Chart 


rae 


Offense (6) . af 


17 Andre Woolfolk (So., 4) a Curtis Fagan (So., 1) 
63 Frank Romero (Jr., 2) 66 Jarrod Barclay (Fr., 0) 
72 Scott Kempenich (Sr, 2) 75 Mike Skinner (So., 0) 
59 Bubba Burcham (St 3) 77 Josh Smith (So,,0) 
76 Al ‘Baysinger ( 2) 59° ‘Bubba Burcham (Sr. 3) 
68 Howard Duncan Jr,0) 66 Jarrod Barclay (Fr, 0) 
88 Trent Smith (So.,1) 81. Chris Hammons (Sr., 2) 
~ 6 Antwone Savage (So.,1) 28 Jarvis Smith (Fr., 0) 
4 Josh Heupel (Sr,, 1) 8 Nate Hybl (So., 0) 
Seth Littrell (St. 3) 39 Buster Kuhn (Sr, 2) 
mee Griffin (So., 4) 26 Dwight McKissic (Jr., 1) 


Defense (7 


89 Corey Heinecke (Jr,1) 53 Eric Thunander (S0., 1) 
94 Ryan Fisher (Sr., 3) 93 Kory Klein (Fr, 0) 
99 9 Bary Holleyman (Jt, 2) 74 Juan Prishker (Jr., 0) 
92. Corey Callens (Sr.,3) 87 Marcus Chretien (Jr., 0) 
51 Roger Steffen (Sr, 1) 46 Brandon Moore (Sr., 3) 
10 Torrance Marshall (Sr., 1) 52 Tanner Reynolds (So., Sail 
20 Rocky Calmus (Jr, 2) 55 Brian Jimerson (Fr., 0) 
38 Roy Williams (So.,1) 19 Michael Thompson (So., 1) 
42 Ontei Jones (Sr., 3) 30 Matt Mayhew (Jt., 1) 
15 J. Thatcher (Sr., 3) 4 Brandon Everage (Fr. 0) 
23 Derrick Strait (Fr,0) 27. Brent Jackson (So., 4) 


Special Teams 


As a sophomore, Calmus finished fifth 
in the Big 12 with 114 tackles. The ath- 
letic, hard-hitting Calmus also recorded 
four sacks and 14 tackles for loss. 

The arrival of two juco transfers this 
year could also boost the run defense. 
Defensive end Marcus Chretien, a junior 
college All-American at Kilgore (Texas), 


ATHLON® 


SPORTS™ 


K 40 Tim Duncan (Jr., 1) } 
P 83 Jeff Ferguson (Jr., 2) 
KR 45 J7. . Thatcher (Sr., 3) 
PR 15 JT. Thatcher (Sr., 3) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Bob Stoops 1999 Record (Big 12): 7-5 (5-3) 
2000 Prediction: 2nd Big 12 South Memorial Stadium (72,765) 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


Penn State 


Nittany Lions 


here are nine new defensive starters, not 

to mention a new defensive coordina- 

tor. There is a new starting quarterback. 
And finally, there are two new kickers, at least 
one of whom is a true freshman. This for a 
Penn State team that finished a disappointing 
10-3 in 1999, 


Everyone else may project a rebuilding year 


James Boyd 


for the Nittany Lions. But Joe Paterno can’t 
bring himself to agree. “You have to play with 
what you have,” he says. “We have some 
young kids who have been overshadowed by 
some great individual players. But we have 
some people who can play football.” 


Penn State’s record in games 

decided by a touchdown or 

less in 1999. The Lions are 

82-33-3 in such games. all-time 
under Paterno. 


Nowhere is the stockpile of talent more 
evident than in the backfield. Junior Eric 
McCoo led Penn State in rushing in each of 
his first two seasons, but Paterno has been 
critical of the 208-pounder’s work ethic and 
ability to break tackles. 

“He has an awful tough fight on his 
hands,” Paterno says. 

With that in mind, bruisers Larry Johnson 
Jr., a redshirt sophomore, and Omar Easy, a 
redshirt junior, figure to see increased duty. 


Both are strong and fast. McCoo, meanwhile, 
may see most of his action as a slot back. 

The coaching staff has raved about the 
improvement of junior fullback R.J. Luke, 
saying he will push Mike Cerimele for the top 
job. Each brings good hands and strong 
blocking to the position. 

Of greater concern is the blocking prowess 
of the men up front. State hasn't 
had a consistent line in half a 
decade, and the 1999 version suf- 
fered due to injuries and inces- 
sant tinkering by the staff. The 
return of assistant Dick Ander- 
son to the trenches after working 
with quarterbacks the last seven 
seasons should be a big help. 

In Happy Valley, Paterno and 
top aide Fran Ganter have been 
reluctant to adjust the offense to 
fit Casey's talent. Hence, lum- 
bering Kevin Thompson started 
the past two years. Now that 
Thompson is gone, that reluc- 
tance to fit the offense to suit 
Casey may work out to the 
Lions’ advantage, given Casey's 
uncertain legal status due to 
an off-field incident. Ganter 
was reluctant to orient the 
offense to Casey's skills 
because the backups — sel- 
dom-used sophomore Matt Senneca and 
walk-on Hunter Cross — don’t have sim- 
ilar athletic ability. Now, Senneca and 
Cross have to fill the void, and they'll be 
doing so in an offense that wont neces- 
sarily rely on their athletic skill alone. 

Chafie Fields is gone, but State is hardly 
hurting at wideout. Up-and-comers Eddie 
Drummond and Bryant Johnson have 
each proven themselves capable as deep 
threats, and Sam Crenshaw brings experi- 
ence. It’s the same story at tight end, 
where John Gilmore and Tony Stewart 
have good hands and run precise routes. 

Even with three first-team All-Ameri- 
cans among the defensive front seven, this 
was a trouble spot for Penn State in ’99. 
Paterno is hoping that improvement is 
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Hero 9 Titcus Pettigrew (Sr., 2) 


The defensive line should be good, though 
there obviously is no Courtney Brown among 
the lot. Justin Kurpeikis offers more grit than 
pure athletic ability at end, but Paterno has 
no problem with that. Inside, 329-pound 
redshirt sophomore Jimmy Kennedy has a 
rare combination of size and quickness. 

LaVar Arrington and Brandon Short are 
gone. In their absence, look for fellow Pitts- 
burgh native Ron Graham to emerge as a 
star. He should have started last season. 

There will be four new faces in Bradley's 
secondary. But they're really not so new. Free 
safety James Boyd started six games in 1999. 
Senior hero Titcus Pettigrew helped at wide- 
out and in the secondary in the past, before 
taking a redshirt to improve his defensive 
skills. Corner Bhawoh Jue was the team’s 
nickel back the past two seasons. And corners 
Bruce Branch and Bryan Scott are both spe- 
cial team veterans. 

Travis Forney and Pat Pidgeon are gone at 
placekicker and punter, respectively. So the 
positions will be up for grabs in the presea- 
son, with a pair of true freshmen in the mix 
at both spots. Dave Kimball should kick and 


Joe Nolan may be the new man at punter. 


Depth Chart 
_ Offense (7) 


43 Sam Crenshaw (Sr, 2) 7 Bryant Johnson (So., 1) 
75 Josh Mitchell Ur, 1) 79 Chad Stoffer (So., 0) 
74 Jordan Caruso (Sr, 3) 50 Tyler Lenda (So., 1) 
62 Francis Spano (Sr,1) 63 Joe lotio (So., 1) 

64 Matt Schmitt (So., 0) 71 Joe Hartings (r., 0) 


67 Kareem McKenzie (St.,3) 72 Gus Felder (Jr. 1) 


85 John: Gilmore Ur., 4) 
4 Matt Senneca (So., 0) 
5 Lary Johnson (So.,1) 8 Eric ‘McCoo (Jt, 2) 

94 RJ. Luke (Jr., 1) 36. Mike Cerimele (Sr, 2) 

20 Eddie Drummond (Jr, 4) 18 Rod Perry (Jr,0) 


Defense (3) 


37 Justin Kurpeikis (Sr., 3) 81 Michael Haynes (So., 1) 
73 Jimmy Kennedy (So., 1) 60 Tyler Valoczki (So. 0). 
98 Anthony Adams (So.., 1) 99 Tim Falls (So., 0) 
96 Bob Jones (Jr., 2) 49 Dave Jens (So., 0) 
24 ‘Shamar Finney (Jr.,1) 40 Aaron Gatten (Sr., 3) 
3 Ron Graham (Jr., 2) 97 Brandon Steele (Sr., 0) 
58 Eric Sturdifen (Sr., 3) 27 Horace Dodd (Fr., 0) 
1 Bruce Branch Ur. 2) 15 Yaacov Yisrael (Fr., 0) 
6 James Boyd (Sr., 3) 23 Shawn Mayer (So., 1) 
32 Bryan Scott (So., 1) 
10 Bhawoh Jue (Sr., 2) 24 Mike Johnson (So., 0) 


Special Teams 


89 Tony: Stewart (Sr, 3) 
9 Hunter Cross (Fr., 0) 


more a matter of scheme than personnel. 
Enter Tom Bradley, who takes over for 
retired defensive coordinator Jerry San- 
dusky. Bradley, who earned his nickname 
“Scrap Iron” as captain of the PSU special 
teams in the late 1970s, brings an aggres- 
sive style that contrasts with Sandusky’s 
bend-but-don't-break approach. 


K Dave Kimball (Fr., 0) 
P Joe Nolan (Fr., 0) 
KR 22 Kenny Watson (Sr., 2) 
PR 1 Bruce Branch (Jr., 2) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters 5 won 
Head Coach: Joe Paterno 
2000 Prediction: 4th Big Ten 


1999 Record (Big Ten): 10-3 (5-3) 
Beaver Stadium (93,967) 
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Rebels 


fter three consecutive December bowl 
A= the Ole Miss Rebels are 

looking for bigger and better things. 
Like maybe a bowl victory in January. 

To play on New Year's Day or beyond, the 
Rebels will have to live up to expectations on 
offense and make strides on defense. Coming 
off an 8-4 season that produced a No. 22 


Romaro Miller 


national ranking, Ole Miss is hungry. “This is 
a big year for our program,” senior quarter- 
back Romaro Miller says. “We're sort of at the 
hill. Now, it’s time to get over the hill.” 
A downs for Deuce McAllister so 
far. He scored two against Marshall 
in the ’97 Motor City Bowl, three 
against Texas Tech in the 98 Indepen- 


dence Bowl and two against Oklahoma 
in the ‘99 Independence Bowl. 


The number of bowl touch- 


Coach David Cutcliffe can’t go wrong at 
the tailback position. Versatile senior Deuce 
McAllister is being promoted as a Heisman 
Trophy candidate, and Joe Gunn probably 
would've had a 1,000-yard rushing year in ’99 
if he hadn't been injured in the regular-season 
finale at Mississippi State. 

McAllister, a rare blend of power and speed, 
emerged as an all-purpose threat last year who 
can run, catch, return kickoffs and punts, 
block and even throw the halfback pass. Gunn 
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is shifty, hits the holes with authority and 
seems to get stronger as the game wears on. 

Fullbacks Charles Stackhouse and Toward 
Sanford lost much of spring practice to injury. 
That provided Tremaine Turner with an 
opportunity, and those three will battle for the 
starting job in fall drills. 

Despite the loss of starting tackles Todd 
Wade and Tutan Reyes, the 
Rebels should again have a qual- 
ity offensive line. Ole Miss led 
the SEC West in rushing a year 
ago and the ingredients are there 
to do it again. 

Miller looks much more com- 
fortable now that he’s in his sec- 
ond year of running the Cutcliffe 
offense. With his strong arm, 
quick feet and two years’ worth 
of starting experience, Miller is 
the Rebel anchor. There’s also 
quality depth at quarterback, 
with redshirt freshman Eli Man- 
ning and junior David Morris. 

The return of split end Grant 
Heard should bolster the receiv- 
ing corps. Heard missed last year 
because of a knee injury. 
Small, quick receivers such as 
Maurice Flournoy, Jamie 
Armstrong and L,J. Taylor all 
had their moments last year, 
but must become more consistent. | se 

Ole Miss didn’t throw to the tight end 
much, but sophomore Doug Zeigler | & 
could change that. 

The interior defensive line could be 
troublesome. The Rebels lost four tackles, } 
including second team All-SEC per- 
former Kendrick Clancy. Junior Anthony 
Sims will be expected to step up and lead 
by example, and the other defensive tack- 
les will work as a committee. Ole Miss 
was one of the more effective teams in the 
country versus the run last year, and 
defensive end returnees Derrick Burgess } 
and Shane Elam were big reasons. 

The Ole Miss linebacking corps, led by 
junior Eddie Strong, should be ready to 
hunt down ball carriers. Strong moved 
from outside linebacker to middle line- 
backer during the spring and could be 
one of the SEC’s best. 

The Ole Miss pass defense was clearly } 
a team weakness a year ago. The young 
defensive line will have to prove it has the 
ability to get to the quarterback and take 
him out of his comfort zone. Burgess, 


— 


Courtland Richards 


K 
ie 
’ “KR. 22 Deuce Mcdllister (Sr., 3) 
PR 22 Deuce Mcdllister (Sr., 3) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
| BOLD indicates returning starters 
| NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


DE 56 Derrick Burgess (St. 3) 
DT 32 Anthony Sims (Jr, 2) 
“DT 43 | ‘Antionne. Scott (Sr, 3) 
| DE 59 Shane Elam 
| LB 39 Kevin Thomas Ur, 2). 
[Baad Eddie Strong (Jt, 2) 
LB 40 Shawn Johnson (Sr., 1) 
CB 24 Ken Lucas | (Sr, 3) 
$S 38 Anthony Magee (Sr., 3) 
FS 23 Syniker Taylor (Jr., 2) 
CB 21 Justin Coleman (Jr., 2) 


Head Coach: David Cutcliffe 
2000 Prediction: 2nd SEC West Vaught-Hemingway Stadium (50,577) 


who has the explosiveness to force sacks and 
hurry throws, will show the way. 

The secondary could be much improved 
with junior cornerback Justin Coleman mak- 
ing a big move in spring practice. Coleman 
has excellent speed and seemed to come into 
his own. At the other corner, senior Ken 
Lucas is in his second year as a starter. 

Junior safety Syniker Taylor, who had three 
interceptions last year, is comfortable again 
after an experiment at cornerback early in 
1999. Ole Miss also has steady veteran 
Anthony Magee and heavy hitter Kenny 
Woods, who has starting experience at both 
safety spots. 

Pass-happy Tulane will provide the compe- 
tition in the opening game, so it wont take 
long to see if the Ole Miss pass defense can 
hold up against a sophisticated scheme. 

The Rebels couldn't be happier with senior 
placekicker Les Binkley, who was 14-of-16 on 
field goals and 36-of-36 on extra points in 
1999. Senior punter Reagan King has the leg 
to become one of the league's best, and McAl- 
lister is one of the better kickoff returners in 
the nation. He is slated to handle punt 
returns as well this year. 


Depth Chart 


9 & ) 
hig, 19° rata Metcalf (I, 2) 74 Ciff Woodruff (Fr, 0) 
| LG 68 Shane Grice (Sr, 2) 


63 German Bello (So., 1) 


55 Ben Claxton (So,, 1) 67 Charlie Perkins (Sr., 3) 


RG ‘T3 Keydrick Vincent (St. 3) 78 Augustus Carwell (So., 0) 
RT 77 Matt Koon (Jr., 1) 
MIE) 89 Doug Zeigler (So., 1) 
FL 7 Jamie Armstrong (Jr., 2) 

QB 11 Romaro Miller (St., ah 
“RB 22 Deuce McAlister (Sr., 3) 28 Joe Gunn (Jt, 2) 

FB 47 Tremaine Turner (So., 1) 45 Charles Stackhouse (Jr., 2) 


AS Belton Johnson (So., 4) 
90 Mitch Skrmetta (Jr., 2) 
82 Mike Salters (So., 0) 
10 elit Manning (Fr, 0) 


Defense (6) 


50 John Romm (Sr.,_ 4) 
94 Dusty Braddock (So., 1) 
95 Jesse Mitchell (Fr., Q) 
37 Justin Blake  (S0., 1) 
46 Amzie Williams (Sr., 3) 
44 Chad Cook (Sr, 3) 

33 Ryan Hees (So., 4) 
31 Desmon Johnson (So., 1) 
12 Kenny Woods (Sr., 1) 
17 Wes Scott (So., 1) 

34 Kevin Farmer (Jr, 0) 


Special Teams 


9 Les Binkley (Sr., 1) 
16 Reagan King (Sr., 3) 


(St, 2) 


1999 Record (SEC): 8-4 (4-4) 
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Horned Frogs 


n Dennis Franchione’s second season, 

TCU won a share of the WAC title, pro- 

duced the nation’s leading rusher, and 
ranked ninth nationally in rushing offense 
and fifth in total defense. This year, Fran- 
chione says, “We could be better.” 

There are 10 returning starters on offense, 
including rushing champion LaDainian Tom- 


LaDainian Tomlinson 


linson and quarterback Casey Printers. There 
are some holes to fill on defense, but there 
are also seven returning starters from a unit 
that tied a school record for sacks and lim- 
ited its final five opponents to 0.95 yards per 
rush. Franchione, who has brought in two 
top-grade recruiting classes, is optimistic about 
the season and the future. 


TCU’s last five opponents rushed 
for an average of 27 yards per 


g game. The Frogs have held two 


bowl opponents to a combined minus- 
39 yards rushing. 


“Tt was a little disappointing at the end of 
the season when we weren't ranked, even 
after the bowl game,” he says. “But there’s 
nothing we can do about that. We've 
achieved some goals we started out with: 
creating a positive mentality, learning how 
to win, and then learning how to live with it. 
The goal now is to take the next step.” 

Tomlinson had an awesome 799 season, 


scoring 18 touchdowns while rushing for 
1,850 yards at 6.9 yards per carry. The perfor- 
mance included an NCAA Division I-A record 
406-yard game against UTEP. “It was a thrill 
just to stand on the sideline and watch it,” 
Franchione says. “He was phenomenal. He 
has the size to break tackles, and I think that 
people consistently misjudge his speed.” 

Lining up in front of Tomlin- 
son is fullback George Layne, a 
bruising blocker who opened a 
lot of running lanes while averag- 
ing 4.2 yards on his infrequent 
carries. In front of Layne is last 
year’s entire offensive line, intact, 
highlighted by tackles Michael 
Keathley and David Bobo, both 
first-team AII-WAC selections, 
and guard Jeff Millican, a second- 
team pick. 

Printers prevents defenses from 
stacking the line against the run. 
He completed 86-of-150 passes 
(57.3 percent) for 1,213 yards 
and eight TDs with seven inter- 
ceptions and was one of three 
freshmen quarterbacks named to 
All-America teams last year. 
“He’s the best freshman quar- 
terback I’ve ever been 
around,” Franchione says. 

The only major offensive 
receiver Mike Scarborough, but 
LaTarence Dunbar, Kevin Brown, Tim 
Maiden and Cedric James have experience. 

The two returnees on the defensive 
front — Aaron Schobel and Shawn 
Worthen — were one reason why foes ran 
for only 100.9 yards per game and 2.7 
yards per carry. Schobel, a first-team All- 
WAC pick, was a formidable force against 
the run in addition to becoming TCU’s 
career leader in sacks. The 290-pound 
Worthen provides strength and experience 
on the opposite side. Stuart Ashley leads 
the pack at nose tackle, while Chad 
McCarty and John Turntine are battling 
for the other end spot along with the third 
Schobel brother — redshirt freshman Bo. 

TCU returns both linebackers — All- 
WAC Shannon Brazzell in the middle and 


Chris Covatta 


loss was 


tions in the secondary in Curtis Fuller, Rus- 
sell Gary and Greg Walls. Jason Goss has 
started some at cornerback. Charlie Owens 
will line up at weak safety. 

Aaron Schobel’s rush produced a school- 
record 10 sacks last year and has made him 
TCU’s career leader with 24.5 over three sea- 
sons. The Frogs had 37 sacks during the reg- 
ular season and four more in Mobile. 

Chris Kaylakie’s field goal numbers were 
down last year (10-of-18) after an All- WAC 
year in’98 earned the former walk-on a schol- 
arship. Franchione says, “I think he may have 
worn down last year because we had so many 
more kickoffs and PATs than the year before.” 

The big sweat will be filling the shoes of 
four-year punter Royce Huffman, who also 
led the WAC in punt returns. The chore will 
fall to sophomore Joey Biasatti. 

Taking over a 1-10 program, Franchione 
has energized TCU supporters with back-to- 
back bowl seasons, brought in the two best 
recruiting hauls in 15 years, and fueled dreams 
of national recognition. After his first season, 
he signed a 10-year contract, and TCU has 
launched a $35 million facilities program and 
negotiated a move to Conference USA. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (10) 


4 Tim Maiden (Sr., 3) 41 Ahmed Kabba (Jr., 0) 
52 Michael Keathley (Sr., 3) 64 Jock Beddingfield (Fr., 0) 
78 Victor Payne (Jr., 2) 53 Shane Ladewig (Sr., 3) 
69 Jeff Garner (Sr. 2) 73 Jamal Powell (So., 0) 
72 Jeff Millican (Sr., 3) 70 J.T. Aughinbaugh (So., 0) 
61 David Bobo (Sr., 3) 63 Brady Barrick (So., 0) 
91 BJ. Roberts (Jr, 2) 86 Stanley Moss (Fr., 0) 

1 Casey Printers (So., 1) 6 Sean Stilley (So., 0) 

5 LaDainian Tomlinson (Sr., 3)22 Andrew Hayes-Stocker (Jr, 1) 
38 George Layne (Jr., 2) 31 Chad Purcell (Sr., 1) 
13 Cedric James (Sr., 3) 40 Shane Hudnall (Fr., 0) 


Defense (7) 


92 Chad McCarty (So., 1) 21 Bo Schobel (Fr., 0) 
95 Shawn Worthen (Sr, 3) 46 Donald Burrell (Fr., 0) 


97 Stuart Ashley (Sr., 3) 76 Chad Pugh (Fr., 0) 

14 Aaron Schobel (Sr, 3) 25 Joe Hill (Jr, 2) 

48 Chad Bayer (Jr, 1) 42 Adrian Lewis (Jr., 1) 

41 Shannon Brazzell (Sr.,3) 59 Terrance Maiden (Sr., 2) 
39 Jason Goss (So., 1) 28 Tyrone Sanders (Fr., 0) 


17 Charlie Owens (Jr., 2) 41 LaVar Veale (Sr., 3) 

33 Russell Gary (Sr., 3) 29 Cody Slinkard (Sr., 3) 
18 Curtis Fuller (Sr., 2) 16 Jason Higham (Sr., 1) 
20 Greg Walls (Sr., 3) 30 Bo Springfield (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


Chad Bayer on the strong side, who 
teamed for 29 tackles for loss last year. 
Teams had more success throwing 
against the Frogs, but none managed to 
make it a significant factor after the 
fourth game of the season. There are 
returning starters at three of the five posi- 


K 80 Chris Kaylakie (Sr., 2) 
P 26 Joey Biasatti (So., 0) 
KR 13 Cedric James (Sr., 3) 
PR 11 LaVar Veale (Sr., 3) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
1999 Record (WAC): 8-4 (5-2) 
Carter Stadium (46,000) 


Head Coach: Dennis Franchione 
2000 Prediction: ist WAC 
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nyone who thought Joe Tiller’s 
spread-offense was a fad that would 
die out after a couple of seasons was 
wrong. Tiller has taken the Boilermakers to 
three straight bowl games since arriving in 
West Lafayette with his crazy aerial assault, 
and with quarterback and Heisman Trophy 
candidate Drew Brees on board for one last 


Drew Brees 


year, this is the fall to really make a point. 

Brees will be the focus of his team, his 
opponents and college football fans across the 
country. Clearly, how Brees goes this year will 
dictate how go the Boilers, and it’s pretty 
obvious how Brees has gone. 


The number of yards quarter- 

back Drew Brees needs to 

pass Mark Herrmann as Purdue’s 
all-time leading passer. 


The offense is driven by the passing game, 
and the running attack is secondary. While 
the Boilermakers dominated the league in 
passing offense, they were ninth in rushing 
with a 130.2-yard average. 

Montrell Lowe claimed the tailback spot 
midway through last season and started six of 
the final seven games. He's not large at 5'8", 
189, but he’s got quick moves and good field 
vision. Steve Ennis and Sedrick Brown, who 
arrived with Lowe from Texas, will also see 
playing time this year. 
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Brees helped Purdue average 332.2 yards 
passing, and sixteen players caught passes last 
season. Surely much of the credit for the suc- 
cess of the passing game has to go to the 
offensive line, which led the league by allow- 
ing only 15 sacks. Brees should get the same 
kind of protection this year despite the loss of 
center Jim Niedrach. Chukky Okobi, Pur- 
due’s top lineman, was moved 
from right guard to center. 

Tight end Tim Stratton, first- 
team All-Big Ten last year, was 
third on the team with 49 recep- 
tions, and Tiller definitely likes 
going to the tight end. 

Vinny Sutherland ranked sec- 
ond on the team with 698 yards 
receiving and tied for the team 
lead with seven touchdowns, and 
he returns as a starting receiver. 
Chris James came on strong 
| toward the end of his freshman 
season and he'll play a major role, 
as will senior Keith Dawson. 

The Boilermaker defense was 
adequate against the run, holding 
teams to an average of 139.2 
yards. They have solid players 
up front with left end Brian 
Dinkins, who was second on 
® the team with six sacks, and 
left tackle Matt Mitrione, 
who had 15 tackles for loss. At right 
tackle is Brent Botts, who played in every 
game as a reserve and moves into a start- 
ing role this year. 

Akin Ayodele, who started last year at 
end after transferring from a junior col- 
lege, finished fifth in the Big Ten with 
10.5 sacks and had a team-high 19 tack- 
les for loss. Ayodele, a stellar run-stopper, 
has been moved to strong-side linebacker, 
where his quickness and instinct for the 
ball are sorely needed. 

Jason Loerzel is a third-year starter at 
weak-side linebacker, but he was held out 


WR 28 Chris James (So., 1) 
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Ben Smith started at free safety but was lost 
midway through the season to a knee injury. 
At strong safety is Ralph Turner, who started 
the final seven games. Tiller considers Turner 
and cornerback Ashante Woodyard the most 
physical players in the secondary. Chris Clop- 
ton made seven starts at cornerback, and 
despite his diminutive size, Tiller likes his 
quickness and cover ability. 

Kicker Travis Dorsch missed three field 
goals and an extra point in the Boilermakers’ 
28-25 overtime loss to Georgia in the Out- 
back Bowl and has been booed by his own 
fans, but he returns for his junior season pre- 
pared to bring back his freshman glory. With 
Danny Rogers gone, Dorsch will add punting 
to his repertoire this season. 

Sutherland returned 18 punts for 296 
yards and two touchdowns to help the Boil- 
ermakers lead the league. Clopton also is back 
for another year of returning kicks. 

In three years, Tiller has taken Purdue from 
Big Ten have-not to contender, thanks to a 
wide-open attack he brought with him from 
Wyoming. In his nine seasons as a head 
coach, including six at Wyoming, his offenses 
have ranked in the nation’s top 30 each year. 


Offense (8) 


25 Donald Winston (Sr., 3) 


78 Matt Light (Sr, 3) 66 Jason Eisele (Fr., 0) 
79 Gene Mruczkowski (So., 1) 70 Sean Rufolo (Jr. 0) 
56 Chukky Okobi (Sr., 3) 72 Josh Kirkpatrick (Jr., 0) 
55 lan Allen (Sr., 3) 54 Rob Turner (So., 1) 
77 Brandon Gorin (Sr.,3) 68 Kelly Kitchel (So., 0) 
89 Tim Stratton (Jr., 2) 81 Chris Randolph (Jr., 2) 


14 Vinny Sutherland (Sr, 3) 80 
18 Keith Dawson (Sr., 1) 8 
15 Drew Brees (Sr. 3) 10 David Edgerton (Sr., 2) 
29 Montrell Lowe (So.,4) | 36 Sedrick Brown (So., 1) 


Defense (5) 


A.T. Simpson (Jr., 2) 
Seth Morales (So., 0) 


LE 50 Brian Dinkins (Sr., 1) 53 Shaun Phillips (Fr., 0) 
LT 98 Matt Mitrione (Jr, 2) 87 Rocco Foggio (Sr., 3) 
RT 42 Brent Botts (Sr., 3) 92 Craig Terrill (Fr., 0) 

RE 90 Derrick Williams (Sr.,0) 53 Shaun Phillips (Fr., 0) 
SLB 13 Akin Ayodele (Jr., 1) 47 Landon Johnson (Fr., 0) 
MLB67 Kevin Nesfield (Fr., 0) 51 Joe Odom (So., 1) 


: : . : WLB88 Jason Loerzel (Jr., 2) 48 Tim Upshur (Jr., 1) 

of contract drills during the spring while | 16 31 ashante Woodyard (St, 0) 33 Jared Curtis (Fr, 0) 
recovering from knee surgery. Redshirt | Re 23 Chris Clopton (Sr, 3) 19 R’Kes Starling (Jr, 4) 
freshman Kevin Nesfield has been moved . é eve Tia (fe, 1) - to eal Ca 3) 
from end to middle linebacker, and Tiller a S a a cial Saag igs 
is excited to see what redshirt freshman : P 
Landon Johnson can do. > le aac if 5 

The Boilermakers were 10th in the Big | KR 23 Chris Clopton (Sr., 3) 

PR 14 Vinny Sutherland (Sr., 3) 


Ten in pass defense in 1999, and three 
starters in the secondary must be 
replaced. Purdue can’t blame the defen- 
sive line, which consistently got pressure 
on quarterbacks. 
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(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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he doubts about UCLA’ ability to sus- 
tain its excellence in the post-Cade 
McNown era flourished during a disas- 
trous 4-7 season. Coach Bob Toledo gets 
another chance to prove it was nothing more 
than a one-season slip-up. The Bruins should 
be a lot better, although a tough schedule 


could negate some of their progress. 


Cory Paus 


If tailback DeShaun Foster stays healthy, 
UCLA’ running game will be improved. He 
suffered a high ankle sprain early last year. Fos- 
ter’s health will be the single most important 
issue, because the dropoff at every other posi- 
tion is not as noticeable if a starter goes down. 


UCLA's average total offense 
in 1999, the second-worst fig- 
ure in the Pac-10. 


Jermaine Lewis returns to share carries. 
Ken Pritchett and redshirt freshman Akil 
Harris will compete for the No. 3 spot. 

Last year’s never-ending string of injuries 
has left a wealth of offensive linemen who 
gained more experience than expected. 

Bryce Bohlander, who was supposed to red- 
shirt last year, will start at left tackle. The right 
tackle will be Mike Saffer, who started seven 
games at right guard. Saffer’s engine runs in 
high gear. Oscar Cabrera and Brian Polak 
should be the starters at left and right guard. 
Polak is a powerful run blocker; Cabrera is a 


better pass protector. That doesn’t preclude 
Blake Worley (10 starts along the line in ’99) 
and Shane Lehmann from challenging for 
playing time at guard. Center will be manned 
by Troy Danoff. Their experience should help 
improve the anemic rushing totals of last year. 
Cory Paus should be the starting quarter- 
back, but some doubt remains because Paus 
missed spring drills while recov- 
ering from shoulder surgery. 
That allowed Ryan McCann to 
get most of the spring reps. Paus 
is the favorite, but Toledo has left 
the door open for McCann. 
Toledo just doesn’t want to repli- 
cate last year’s disaster of splitting 
Paus and Drew Bennett. 
Receiver Brian Poli-Dixon had 
an awful year marred by a wrist 
injury. He was granted an extra 
year of eligibility and should be 
the Bruins’ top receiver. Explosive 
junior Freddie Mitchell, who led 
the team in receptions (38), will 
be the other starter. Depth could 
be a problem. Jon Dubravac saw 
limited action, and Jerry Owens is 
expected to see playing time, 
but there is a huge drop past 
the starters. Tight end is open; 
= Gabe Crecion and Bryan | 
£ Fletcher split the position last 
year. But the real question is whether Mike 
Seidman can assume a major role. He was 
rated the No. 1 tight end in the country 


SE 82 Bian PoDon (i, 2) 11 Drew 
LT 78 Bryce Bohlander (So., 
LG 59 Oscar Cabrera (St, 3) 
€ 50 Troy Danoff (Jr, 2) 


Cornerback Jason Bell is back after missing 
last season with an injury, along with nickel 
back Marques Anderson, suspended last sea- 
son. Bell and Ricky Manning are expected to 
start at cornerback. Manning had an inconsis- 
tent freshman year, but his talent was evident, 
and he should be a four-year starter. Anderson 
and Joe Hunter will play nickel back. 

There's a committee at safety — Lovell 
Houston, Audie Attar and Jason Stephens. 
There's also a chance that talented freshman 
Ben Emanuel will sneak up the depth chart. 

The Bruins have a nice collection of kick- 
ers. Punter Nate Fikse averaged 42 yards per 
boot, and sophomore walk-on Chris Griffith 
made 13-of-18 field goals. Freshman kicker 
Chris Kluwe made a 63-yard field goal in 
high school, and is also capable of punting. 

Manning emerged as a dangerous punt 
returner last season, and Houston, Mitchell 
and Lewis will handle kick returns. 

This is a bit of a make-or-break year for 
Toledo. Last year’s 4-7 record was not a 
promising sign, and this year will be another 
chance — maybe Toledo's last — to see if the 
McNown era will be viewed as a fluke instead 
of a normal occurrence. 


= eS ee si) 


_ Offense (8) 


lander (So., 1) 72 eects al 
55 Shane Lehmann (Fr) 


two years ago, and hasn't had a chance to “RT 65 Mike Sat use ef wie? ‘Mean Wen (83) 
show that the experts were correct. TE 81 Bryan eee 0.2) 89 Gabe Cre e cion (St, 3 i 

UCLA’ defense has been a joke in | 3 Fa aie 2) 85 Jon Dab rave (It, 2) 
recent years. But if experience and talent | sere Uc, 2) BS eke oe “4 
are any gauge, the line should be one of | FB 31 Matt Stanley Ur, 1) 45 Ed Stansbury (Ic, 2) i 
the best in the Pac-10. End Kenyon Cole- | : Defense (7 7) ' 


man was an all-conference selection, and 


is probably the top player on the Bruin or Sin ree 
defense. The other end, Rusty Williams, DE 


started 11 games last year. On the inside, 


Ken Kocher returns, where he has been a | 18 


fixture for two seasons. Anthony Fletcher | 
should start at the other tackle. A lack of 
experience wont be an excuse this year. 
Saia Makakaufaki is going from end to 
tackle. It’s his second position switch after 
entering school as a tight end. 
Linebacker Robert Thomas showed 


CB 12 Jason Bell (Sr., 3). 
‘SS 2 Audie Attar (So., 1) 
FS. 24 Lovell Houston (So., 1) 20 Ryan Wikert (Fr,0) | 
CB 9 Ricky Manning (S0., 1) 22 Joe Hunter (So., 1) 


K 14 Chris Griffith (So., 1) 
P19 Nate Fikse (So., 1) 
KR 24 Lovell Houston (So., 4) 


tc c,2) 92 Seelemt 
DT 97 Ken Kocher (Jr, 2) BS Rodney Leisle (Fr, | 
DE 94 Rusty Williams (So.,1) 56 Stephen Sua 
iB 5A Toy White, ,3) 95 Santi Hall Ur, re | 
8 Robert Thomas Thomas (Jt, 2) ae Bill Pieper (Sr., 2) | 

LB 47i yr Noo (2) 44. Marcus Reese (So., 1) _ 


7 ‘Marques Anderson (ir, 2 
4 Jason. Stephens (It,2) 


Special: Teams: 


glimpses of why he was considered the top | PR 9 Ricky Manning (So., 1) i" i 
prep linebacker in the country in ’97, and elect nat ae 
will be flanked by Tony White and Ryan Mines I ——————— 


Nece on the outside. Marcus Reese is 
another acclaimed "backer who'll play. 
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mprovement is not the issue at Notre 
i Dame, not after a downward spiral left the 
Fighting Irish with a 5-7 record and tied 
their most losses since 1960. The issue is more 
complicated in Bob Davie's fourth year as 
head coach. 
Notre Dame’s 1999 schedule was ranked 
the third most-difficult among major college 


= 


Tony Fisher 


teams, and the Irish did not possess the depth 
to deal with a serious attrition rate. And this 
year’s slate appears even stronger. With new 
athletic director Kevin White having arrived 
in April after the purge of Davie’s strongest 
supporters in the administration, how much 
improvement will be considered enough? 
% Number of career touch- 
downs, running or passing, 


produced by projected starting 
quarterback Arnaz Battle. 


If it doesn’t happen in the running game 
for the Irish, it won't happen. The emergence 
of Tony Fisher and the sudden impact of 
Julius Jones combined to give Notre Dame a 
solid committee at tailback. Fisher, a junior 
who led the team in rushing last year, offers 
reliability. Jones provides a game-breaking 
ability that Notre Dame has lacked for nearly 
a decade. And former Parade All-American 
Terrance Howard has pulled even with Fisher 
and Jones in the race for tailback time. 
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Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish 


._ 


The key to the rushing game could be the 
progress of junior quarterback Arnaz Battle, 
whose precise direction of the option game is 
far more developed than that of his predeces- 
sor, Jarious Jackson. 

Four returning offensive line starters — 
guards Mike Gandy and Jim Jones and tack- 
les Jordan Black and John Teasdale — will be 
joined by sophomore Jeff Faine, 
who was set back by injury prob- 
lems last season, at center. 

Battle, while far from the tech- 
nically perfect pocket passer, has 
the ability to make the passing 
game an effective complemen- 
tary tool. He has thrown just 35 
passes in his college career, but 
has shown in practices and scrim- 
mages that he can find receivers 
in stride. 

Not so long ago, rare passes to 
the tight end were greeted by 
grateful — and sometimes sarcas- 
tic — cheers in South Bend. Not 
anymore. Jabari Holloway and 
Dan O'Leary have developed 
into dangerous receivers, com- 
bining for 25 receptions and 
five touchdowns last fall. 

‘ Wide receiver Joey Geth- 


18 erall, a 5'7" senior who fear- 
@ lessly operates over the 
middle, had his most productive season 
in 1999. Juniors David Givens and Javin 
Hunter need to play up to their potential, 
and this year’s recruiting haul includes a 
handful of tall, talented wideouts. 

For the Irish defense to become more 
assertive, its leaders must remain healthy, 
and promising but untested players will 
have to contribute. End Grant Irons 
made progress at his third position in 
three years until a broken left fibula 
ended his season prematurely. Tackle 
Anthony Weaver and nose guard Lance 
Legree were also hampered by injuries. 
Sophomores Darrell Campbell and 
Cedric Hilliard, who didn’t play last sea- 
son, must make an impact for the unit to 
progress. Greg Pauly, a highly recruited 
275-pound freshman, could become a 
contributor. Anthony Denman, the top 


7 B 412 Tony Fisher (Jt, 2) 


dence of a secondary that allowed 241.5 pass- 
ing yards per game, the second-highest aver- 
age in Irish history. The absence of a pass rush 
made the Irish DBs look bad. A deeper, 
healthier front four and a push from outside 
linebacker Rocky Boiman are in order. 

The secondary should be strengthened by 
the return of Brock Williams and Tony Dri- 
ver, who served university suspensions last 
season. Driver has bounced back and forth 
between strong safety and tailback over his 
career and now has landed at free safety. 

Cornerback Clifford Jefferson was worn 
down by challenging matchups in Williams’ 
absence. Sophomore cornerbacks Jason Beck- 
strom and Albert Poree should become fac- 
tors. Highly recruited sophomore Gerome 
Sapp has secured the strong safety assignment. 

Sophomore placekicker Nick Setta, a high 
school All-American two seasons ago, could 
add another dimension to a team that made 
8-of-18 field goal attempts and missed five 
extra points a year ago. Sophomore punter 
Joey Hildbold will have competition from 
Setta. If durability does not become an issue 
with Julius Jones, the sophomore’s speed will 
continue to improve the Irish return units. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


avid Givens (Jr., 2) “4 Jay Johnson (Sr., 3) 
ack (Jn, 1) 75 Kurt Vollers (Sr., 4) 
4) 72 Ryan Scarola, (Ur, 4) 
67 Ryan Gills (So., 0) 
65 Sean Milligan (So., 0) 
63 Brennan Curtin (So., 0) 
86 Dan O'Leary (Sr., 3) 
24. Javin Hunter (Jr., 1) 
44 Gary Godsey (So., 0) 
47 Mike McNair (Jr., 0) 
22 Julius Jones (So., 1) 


Defense (4) 


“LE 60 Darrell Campbell (So., 0) 70 Jim Molinaro (So., 0) 


“Anthony Weaver (Jt, 2) 50 Cedric Hilliard (So., 0) 
7 93 BJ. ‘Scott (Sr, 1) 
84 John Owens (Jr., 1) 
57 Justin Thomas (So., 0) 
2 C. Pierre-Antoine (Jr., 1) 
33 Courtney Watson (So., 0) 
24 Albert Poree (So., 0) 
| 27 Jason Beckstrom (So., 1) 
5 Ron Israel (Sr., 2) 
28 Donald Dykes (Jr., 1) 


Ss cial Teams 


43 Nick Setta (So., 0) 


47 Joey Hildbold (So., 4) 


returning tackler, returns at weak-side 
linebacker, with juniors Tyreo Harrison 
and Carlos Pierre-Antoine battling over 
the vacancy on the strong side. 

The biggest rebuilding task the Irish 
will face has to do with the broken confi- 


ATHLON® SPoRTS™ 


KR 22 ‘Julius Jones (So., 1) 

PR 22 Julius Jones (So., 1) 
 (#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates | returning starters 
“NUMBER a after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Bob Davie 


1999 Record: 5-7 
Notre Dame Stadium (80,012) 
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tah coach Ron McBride summarized 
his 1999 Utes: “Whatever it takes,” he 
said, “this team does.” Not that the 
Utes did anything the easy way. They jeopar- 
dized McBride's job with a late-season fade, 
only to gather themselves and beat BYU to 
earn a share of the Mountain West Confer- 


Kautai Olevao 


17-16 victory over Fresno State in the Las 
Vegas Bowl, finishing 9-3. The Utes have the 
league's best personnel. All that’s holding them 
back is a knack for losing at the wrong times. 


Utah opponents scored a 

touchdown on only 10-o0f-31 

trips inside the 20-yard line, 32 

percent. The Utes scored on 77 per- 
cent of such occasions. 


Mike Anderson spoiled the Utes, rushing 
for more than 2,000 yards in his two seasons. 
Now that he and backup Omar Bacon are 
gone, transfers Dameon Hunter and Adam 
Tate will try to do step in, after D’Shaun 
Crockett and Thomas Fortune shared the 
position in the one-back offense in the spring. 

The offensive line is less of a concern, 
although Utah hopes to improve after gaining 
3.7 yards per carry. The tackles, Doug Kau- 
fusi and Jordan Gross, are the most talented 
linemen. Center Steve McKane and right 
guard Sam White are hard-working leaders. 
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The key to the line could be Ed Ta’amu, a 
310-pound senior who moved from defense. 

Quarterback Darnell Arceneaux’s medical 
history is such that a Salt Lake City newspa- 
per issued a mock “bulletin” when he sur- 
vived the first day of spring drills. Arceneaux 
is a running and passing threat, but opposing 
coaches fear T.D. Croshaw more, because of 
his ability to stand in the pocket 
and deliver the ball. He would 
have led the MWC in passing 
efficiency had he thrown enough 
passes. Croshaw is the likely 
starter as a senior, but Utah prob- 
ably will need both quarterbacks, 
who accounted for 2,518 yards 
and 24 touchdowns. 

Steve Smith is most dangerous 
as a kick returner, but he’s also a 
game-breaking receiver. Cliff 
Russell plays opposite Smith and 
averaged 17.7 yards on 34 
catches. Chris Christensen was 
productive in the slot before 
being injured in the third game. 

Ute defensive coordinator Kyle 
Whittingham wants to be judged 
by his group’s ability to “keep 
points off the scoreboard,” in 
his words. The Utes suc- 
ceeded in 1999 by allowing 
17.6 points a game. 

Utah’s rushing defense was about aver- 


age (144 yards per game) but should 
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improve. The anchor is Maake a 
Kemoeatu, a giant (6'5", 309) nose tackle. } pr 
He’s athletic for that position and is a clas- } TE 


sic run stopper. Strong linebacker Kautai 
Olevao is versatile enough to play any- 
where in the front seven, and rover Wes 
Tufaga has increased his size and strength. 


Tackle Garrett Smith is developing as a } DE 
pass rusher and end Andy Bowers will ut 
have to do more. At the open end posi- | pg 
tion, sophomores Marcus Jones and } 1B 


Dylan Bird will take their shots. 

Rover Howard Christianson suffered a 
devastating injury in the bowl game and 
will miss the season; strong safety Kimball 
Christianson may give up football to con- 
centrate on medical school preparation. . 
They were Utah's second- and third-lead- | p 
ing tacklers respectively. KR 

Tufaga moved to rover from middle i. 
linebacker. The strong safety could be 
Arnold Parker. Jason Potter is an over- 
achiever at free safety as a former walk-on. 

Left cornerback Andre Dyson is the 
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Slot 18 Chris Christensen (Sr., 2) 83 
WR 1. Cliff Russell (Jr., 2) 


ROV 12 Wes Tufaga (Sr., 3) 74 


team’s top athlete. His brother Patrick could 
move to corner, where Whittingham uses sev- 
eral players. The other possibilities are Jeff Ray 
and three junior college transfers: Yohance 
Scott, Quincy Watkins and Cody Weight. 

Steve Smith is the fun part of Utah's special 
teams. He returned two punts for touch- 
downs against New Mexico and one against 
Air Force, averaging 17.1 yards for the season. 
He also averaged 28 yards for six kickoff 
returns, and Patrick Dyson averaged 21. 

Utah’s coverage units need improvement 
after opponents averaged 15 yards on punt 
returns and 24 yards on kickoff returns. The 
kicking will fall to senior Golden Whetman or 
junior Ryan Kaneshiro, both disappointments 
so far in their careers, and Whetman will have 
the first shot at punting. 

McBride can be judged any of three ways: 
by the expectations he has created by raising 
the talent level; by the way his team loses every 
season to a lesser opponent; or by the way the 
Utes finish strong every season — with five 
wins in seven years over BYU. By most crite- 
ria, he’s a big success. He averaged seven wins 
in the 1990s, but has never won an outright 
conference championship. 


Offense (5) 
7 Steve Smith (Sr., 1) 88 Philippe Wells (Sr., 1) 
59 Doug Kaufust (Jr, 2) 62 Sean Souza (Fr., 0) 


74 Ed Ta‘amu (Sr., 2) 

66 Steve McKane (Sr., 3) 

50 Sam White (Sr., 3) 78 

69 Jordan Gross (So., 1) 61 

90 Michael Richardson (Jr., 2) 89 
3 T.D. Croshaw (Sr., 1) 14 

32 D'Shaun Crockett (So.,1) 6 


70 
53 


Shawn Tidwell (Fr., 0) 
Dustin McQuivey (Fr.,0) 
Joe McCullum (Sr., 1) 
Kevin Wilson (Jr., 1) 

Matt Nickel (Sr., 3) 
Damell Arceneaux (Sr., 3) 
Thomas Fortune (Jr., 2) 
Courtney Richins (Jr., 1) 
80 Johnny Lundy (Sr., 1) 


Defense (6) 
47 Andy Bowers (Sr., 3) 73 Josh Savage (Fr., 0) 


98 Ma'ake Kemoeatu (Sr., 2) 97 Lauvale Sape (Jr., 1) 
63 Garrett Smith (So.,1) 55 Ed Johnson (Sr., 1) 


52 Marcus Jones (So., 1) 88 Dylan Bird (So., 1) 
43 Kautai Olevao (Sr., 3) 34 Matt Ward (Sr., 1) 
54 Sheldon Deckart (So., 1) 49 CR Dwindell (Jr., 0) 


Jeremy Lyman (So., 0) 
Desmond Davis (So., 1) 
Anthony White (Fr., 0) 


31 
38 


21 Andre Dyson (Sr., 3) 
17 Amold Parker (Fr., 0) 
45 Jason Potter (Sr. 2) 39. Richard Peterson (Sr., 1) 
26 Jeff Ray (Sr., 1) 24 Yohance Scott (Jr., 0) 


Special Teams 
41 Golden Whetman (Sr., 1) 
41 Golden Whetman (Sr., 1) 


7 Steve Smith (Sr., 1) 
7 Steve Smith (Sr. 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


CoLLEGE FooTBaLL 2000 


Tigers 


ommy Tuberville is ready to take the 

next step on The Plains, but Auburn's 

second-year coach says his Tigers face 
an uphill climb. 

Auburn's offense promises to be exciting 
with senior quarterback Ben Leard in com- 
mand. Leard has a talented corps of receivers 
from which to choose, including last year's 


Rob Pate 


SEC Freshman of the Year, Ronney Daniels. 
The Tigers’ defense is lacking size and experi- 
ence up front, and that could ultimately be 


the team’s undoing. 
gt" © the portion of fast year's 
total offense accounted for by 


returning players. Auburn returns 
9" top five receivers, top two quarter- 
backs and the leading rusher. 


The arrival of junior college All-America 
tailback Rudi Johnson puts some bite back 
into the Tigers’ running game. Johnson, a 
5'10", 220-pound fireplug, should prove effi- 
cient after leading the nation’s junior colleges 
in rushing last season with 2,224 yards and 31 
touchdowns. Johnson had 375 yards and 
seven touchdowns in the junior college cham- 
pionship game alone, while junior Heath 
Evans, Auburn's leading ground gainer last 
year, totaled 330 yards and two touchdowns 
all of last season. The Tigers finished 112th 
out of the 114 Division I-A teams in rushing. 


fank Senior Reggie Worthy comple- 


Evans, a 6'0", 240-pounder, has accepted 
the move to fullback where he can throw the 
lead block or shift into a split-back set with 
Johnson, giving Auburn great flexibility. 
Evans and redshirt freshman Casinious 
Moore will also see some work at tailback 
when Michael Owens checks in at fullback. 

Mike Pucillo spearheads the Tigers’ rushing 
attack from right guard. His 
quickness makes him effective 
when he pulls. 

Leard is ready to pick up 
where he left off last season — at 
the top of his game. Leard’s abil- 
ity to read defenses and his quick 
release enabled him to tie or set 
six school records last season, 
among them completion per- 
centage (.707) and efficiency rat- 
ing (170.78). 

Sophomore Jeff Klein stepped 
up when Leard missed four 
games with a shoulder injury last 
season, but now it’s Klein who 
must overcome an injury. Klein 
tore a knee ligament in spring 
practice but is expected back for 
fall drills. 

Daniels proved to be one 
of the top receivers in the 
SEC last season after leaving 
the minor league baseball 


w 
2 
s 
s 
(3 
3 
2 
3 
5 
3 
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ments Daniels at the other receiver posi- 
tion. Deandre Green is a talented 
newcomer, and sophomore tight end 
Lorenzo Diamond runs good routes and 
is a reliable third-down receiver. 

Auburn lost its entire defensive line, 
making it the most unsettled area on the 


team. The Tigers are hoping Roderick 


Chambers, Josh Weldon, Dexter Murphy ] DE 
and DeMarco McNeil earn their stripes | 

5 : OT 
quickly at defensive tackle. DE 


Alex Lincoln anchors the defense from 


middle linebacker. Lincoln shows surpris- | 
2 Rov 
ing lateral speed, steps into holes and | ig 
stuffs the run. Linebacker Tavarreus ] CB 


Pounds flows well to the ball and is a sure 
tackler. Auburn will get a lift from line- 
backer James Callier, who has rallied from 
a knee injury. 

Rob Pate is a three-year starter with a 
knack for finishing plays from his rover 
position. Pate’s instincts and hitting could 
earn him All-SEC honors. 

Auburn has one of the top secondaries 
in the SEC, but a lack of a pass rush can 


KR 
PR 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Tommy Tuberville 
2000 Prediction: 3rd SEC West 


render any defensive backfield helpless. It’s up 
to defensive ends Whit Smith and Derek 
Magwood to provide a rush off the corners. 

Rashaud Walker can match up with most 
slot receivers and has the kind of speed 
Tuberville likes at outside linebacker. 

The Tigers might have the top cornerback 
duo in the league in seniors Larry Casher and 
Rodney Crayton. The cat-quick Casher 
earned all-conference honors last season, lead- 
ing Auburn and finishing tied for second in 
the SEC with five interceptions. Crayton led 
the Tigers with 14 pass break-ups. Stanford 
Simmons has been groomed to take over the 
duties at free safety. 

Sophomore Damon Duval returns to han- 
dle the punting duties. Duval finished 18th 
in the nation with a 42.9-yard average last 
season. Duval also enters fall camp as the 
placekicker, though the Tigers have great 
hopes for incoming high school All-American 
Phillip Yost. 

Senior Clifton Robinson and sophomore 
Travaris Robinson plan on juggling the punt 
return duties, while sophomores Tim Carter 
and Marcel Willis are vying for kick return 
honors. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 


25 Ronney Daniels (So.,1) 80 Marcel Willis (So., 1) 

73 Kendall Simmons (Jr., 2) 69 Mark Pera (Fr., 0) 

75 Hart McGarry (Jr., 2) 66 Steve Goula (Fr., 0) 

55 Ben Nowland (So., 1) 71 Colin Sears (Sr., 3) 

79 Mike Pucillo (Jr. 2) 65 Monreko Crittendon (Fr., 0) 

64 Tim Castro (Sr., 2) 63 Larkin Deason (Sr., 2) 

49 Lorenzo Diamond (So., 1) 89 Reid Tankersley (Jr., 1) 
4 Reggie Worthy (Sr., 2) | 86 Deandre Green (Fr., 0) 

14 Ben Leard (Sr., 3) 9 Jeff Klein (So., 1) 

44 Heath Evans (Jr., 2) 21 Michael Owens (So., 1) 

32 Rudi Johnson (Jr., 0) 22 Casinious Moore (Fr., 0) 


Defense (4) 


42 Whit Smith (Jr., 2) 46 Tim Monagan (So., 0) 
97 Roderick Chambers (Sr., 3)92 DeMarco McNeil (Fr., 0) 
93 Josh Weldon (Jr., 2) 57 Dexter Murphy (Fr., 0) 
99 Derek Magwood (So., 1) 38 Reggie Torbor (Fr., 0) 


41 Tavarreus Pounds (Jr., 2) 54 
43 Alex Lincoln (Sr., 1) 51 
31 Rob Pate (Sr., 3) 30 
37 Rashaud Walker (So., 1) 36 
24 Larry Casher (Sr., 3) 29 

8 Stanford Simmons (So., 1) 3 Roshard Gilyard (Fr., 0) 
10 Rodney Crayton (Sr.,3) 23 Brandon Reed (So., 1) 


Special Teams 
20 Damon Duval (So., 1) Philip Yost (Fr., 0) 
20 Damon Duval (So., 4) 


2 Tim Carter (So., 1) 84 Marcel Willis (So., 1) 
5 Travaris Robinson (So., 1) 15 Clifton Robinson (Sr., 3) 


Dontarrious Thomas (Fr., 0) 
James Callier (Jr., 2) 
Courtney Rose (Sr., 3) 
Roderick Hood (So., 1) 
Dominicke Haston (Sr., 1) 


1999 Record (SEC): 5-6 (2-6) 
Jordan-Hare Stadium (85,214) 
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Texas A&M 


reseason prognosticators are not 


Peg enamored with Texas A&M. That 
probably means great things are in 


store for the Aggies, who seem to thrive when 
they're ignored and flounder when they're 
adored. 

In 1995 and 99, the Aggies were 


acclaimed as national title contenders. 


~ 
F 


— 


Ja’Mar Toombs 


Instead, both disappointing seasons produced 
Alamo Bowl bids. But when viewed as run- 
of-the-mill, the Aggies have often ended up 
on top of the hill, winning the Big 12 South 
in 97 and the league title in “98. 

In 2000, A&M must solve its running 
problems. In three conference losses last year, 
the Aggies rushed for 52 yards at Texas Tech, 
64 at Oklahoma and two at Nebraska. 


2 


throughout this season, it could 

be one heck of a year for the Aggies, 
whose only major road hurdle in con- 
ference play is at Texas. 


A&M's home winning streak 


A&M did finish the season strong with 
265-pound Ja’Mar Toombs at tailback, but 
the Aggies had just one run of more than 30 
yards all season. 

“We've got to get more production at tail- 
back,” coach R.C. Slocum says. “We need 


more versatility, too.” 


72 


entering 2000. If it continues | 


The leading candidate to get the starting 
job at tailback is sophomore Joe Weber, who 
has the size to run over opponents but also 
has the speed to break long runs. Speedy red- 
shirt freshmen Richard Whitaker, Maurice 
Harris and Oschlor Flemming also will see 
plenty of action. 

But the key to the running game will be 
blocking — at the line of scrim- 
mage, and with Toombs at full- 
back. A&M returns three starters 

: up front, but only center Seth 
McKinney has proven to be a 
dominant blocker. 

For the first time since 1992, 
the Aggies enter the season with 
no clear-cut favorite to earn the 
starting quarterback position. 
The battle should be waged 
among three candidates — 25- 
year-old sophomore Mark Farris 
(the most mature), sophomore 
Vance Smith (the strongest arm) 
and redshirt freshman Colby 
Freeman (the most mobile). 

Whoever emerges at quarter- 
back will have some weapons at 
his disposal. Chris Taylor and 
Bethel Johnson are small in 
stature but are big-time play- 
makers with blazing speed. 
© Junior college transfer Robert 
Ferguson is a big target who should pro- 


; : . RT 
vide an instant impact at receiver. 


The Aggies’ defense should be domi- } © 
nant against the run, with the front seven a 


returning intact. 
“T believe this has a chance to be one of 


TE 


the best defenses we've had,” says outside 4 
linebacker Jason Glenn, a pass-rushing } FB 
specialist whose motor is as non-stop as 
his mouth. “We've got a lot of guys back, | pE 
and the younger guys are pushing harder | N& 
than ever before. It’s going to be the typi- is 
cal o! Wrecking Crew and then some.” | 1B 
Rocky Bernard, Ron Edwards and | '8 
Ronald Flemons form a solid defensive a 
front, but the player to watch is sopho- } Fs 
more Ty Warren. A monster in the mid- is 


dle, Warren played as a true freshman and 
almost always pushed his way into the 
offensive backfield. 

Glenn, Roylin Bradley and Christian 
Rodriguez form a terrifically athletic out- 
side linebacker rotation, while Cornelius 
Anthony and Brian Gamble are solid run 
stoppers on the inside. Redshirt freshmen 
Jared Morris and Damien West could be 


i 
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WR 7 Chris Taylor (Sr., 3) 


WR 9 Bethel Johnson (Jr., 1) 


2000 Prediction: 3rd Big 12 South 


hard to keep off the field. With Glenn, 
Bradley and Warren rushing the passer, 
opposing quarterbacks shouldn't have much 
time to find a receiver. But rest assured, every 
opponent will attempt to test the young 
Aggie secondary. 

Michael Jameson has proven to be a 
tremendous playmaker at safety, leading the 
Aggies last year with five interceptions and 
scoring three touchdowns. Cornerback Jay 
Brooks also has a knack for making big plays. 
Elsewhere, the Aggies have very little experi- 
ence in the secondary, where most of the 
depth will come from freshmen. 

Punter Shane Lechler’s graduation leaves a 
huge void that will likely be filled by either 
redshirt freshman Timm Gergeni or true 
freshman Cody Scates, a 1999 Parade All- 
American. The battle at placekicker should 
also be fierce. Terence Kitchens, who began 
last season in stellar fashion but fizzled down 
the stretch, and Russell Bynumare the front- 
runners. Both Taylor and Johnson are break- 
away threats returning punts and kickoffs. 

The winningest coach in Texas A&M his- 
tory, R.C. Slocum has never had a losing sea- 
son in 11 years. That streak will continue. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


Robert Ferguson (Jr., 0) 
51 Taylor Whitley (So., 1) 
68 Brit Lively (Fr., 0) 


76 Michael Mahan (So., 1) 
72 Billy Yates (So., 1) 


77 Seth McKinney (Jt, 2) 56. Toby McCarthy (Sr., 2) 
71 Chris Valletta (Sr, 3) 65 André Brooks (Fr., 0) 
74 Tango McCauley (Ur, 1) 73 Alan Reuber (Fr., 0) 


87 Michael de la Torre (So., 1)82 RoDerrick Broughton (Sr., 3) 
83. Mickey Jones (Jr., 1) 
8 Vance Smith (So., 1) 
28 Joe Weber (So., 1) 24 Richard Whitaker (Fr., 0) 
5 Ja'Mar Toombs (Jn, 2) 44 Stacy Jones (So., 1) 


Defense (8) 


95 Rocky Bernard (Sr, 3) 93 Evan Perroni (Jr, 2) 
96 Ron Edwards (Sr., 3) 90 Stephen Young (Sr., 3) 
99 Ronald Flemons (Sr.,3) 94 Ty Warren (So., 4) 
23 Jason Glenn (Sr., 3) 2 Christian Rodriguez (Jr., 2) 
46 Comelius Anthony (Sr, 3) 45 Jared Morris (Fr., 0) 
17 Brian Gamble (So.,1) | 33 Damien West (Fr., 0) 
3 Roylin Bradley (Sr.,3) 43 Jarrod Penright (So., 1) 
21. Jay Brooks (Jr., 2) 31 Sean Weston (Fr., 0) 
4 Michael Jameson (Sr, 3) 42 Everett Smith (Fr., 0) 
48 Terrance Kiel (So., 1) 42 Everett Smith (Fr., 0) 
22 Sammy Davis (So., 1) 19 Eric Stanford (Jr., 1) 
Special Teams 
13 Terence Kitchens (Sr., 1) 
49 Timm Gergeni (Fr., 0)) 
9 Bethel Johnson (Jr., 1) 
7 Chris Taylor (Sr, 3) 


40 Mark Farris (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: R.C. Slocum 


1999 Record (Big 12): 8-4 (5-3) 
Kyle Field (70,210) 
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Virginia 


Cavaliers 


oming off a 7-5 campaign in 1999, 
Virginia faces some uncertainties 
heading into 2000. In the spring, 
coach George Welsh was holding 11 scholar- 
ships for players who weren't on the team but 
were expected to return. 
And just when will that be? Good ques- 
tion. Some were on academic probation that 


Byron 


Thweatt 


could last through the 2000 season. A few 
were missing because of brushes with the law. 

In addition, Welsh shuffled his staff, giv- 
ing six assistants new responsibilities. He and 
his team were embarrassed by a 63-21 loss to 
Illinois in the Micronpe.com Bowl. In his 
19th season at U.Va., Welsh, 66, decided to 
evaluate philosophy as well as personnel. 

“We're going to reinvent the corporation,” 
he says. 


The number of consecutive 

games in which Virginia has 
scored, an ACC and _ school 
record, and tied for fourth-longest 
streak nationally. The Cavaliers’ sea- 
son-opening opponent, BYU, has 
scored in an NCAA-record 312 straight. 


All-American Thomas Jones, the first- 
round draft choice of the Arizona Cardinals, 
made run-blocking easy for his teammates. 
How does a team replace 163.5 rushing yards 
per game, third-best in the land? The Cava- 


liers will try with junior Tyree Foreman, who 
was a backup fullback, sophomore Arlen 
Harris, the leading returning rusher with 112 
yards on 30 carries, and Antwoine Womack, 
a junior who didn’t play in 1999. 

It may not look like a pretty picture, but 
it’s not that bad. Womack did share tailback 
duties with Jones two years ago and made 
second-team All-ACC. 

Plugging holes left by All- 
America center John St. Clair 
and all-conference guard Noel 
LaMontagne will be difficult, 
given the lack of experience 
behind them. Patrick Washing- 
ton, an excellent blocker, takes 
over for Anthony Southern at 
fullback. 

Poor Dan Ellis. The senior 
quarterback was eighth nation- 
ally in pass efficiency. His com- 
pletion percentage of 60.5 was 
third-best in school history. He 
threw 20 touchdown passes, one 
off the school record. And he 
heard more boos than cheers. 

To complicate matters, Welsh 
compared redshirt freshman 
Bryson Spinner to Georgia 
Tech’s Joe Hamilton and 
indicated the Cavaliers 
would run more option, 
which is tailor-made for Spinner. Slower 
and better suited to throwing from the 
pocket, Ellis suffered a slight shoulder 
separation running the option during a 
spring scrimmage. 

Lightly recruited Billy McMullen led 
the team in receiving with 28 catches for 
483 yards as a freshman. 

Virginia was 90th among 114 Divi- 
sion I-A teams in total defense in 1999. 
The only reason opponents didn’t run 
more against the Cavaliers was that it was 
even easier to throw against them. 

Junior end Ljubomir Stamenich (five 
sacks) was the only lineman to start every 
game. Sophomore Merrill Robertson, a 
former fullback, will be the other end. 
Junior Monsanto Pope, who missed six 
games, can be an all-conference tackle if 
he can stay healthy. 

Senior linebacker Byron Thweatt has- 
n't missed a start despite nagging injuries 
that have limited his effectiveness. Mid- 
dle linebacker Yubrenal Isabelle, who led 
the team in tackles (78) as a junior 
despite missing two games, is capable of 


Greg Abramowitz 


PR 


Head Coach: George Welsh 
2000 Prediction: 3rd ACC 


a breakout season. 

Rival offensive coordinators and quarter- 
backs had to salivate over the prospects of fac- 
ing a Virginia secondary that must have led 
the country in broken assignments. The 
safeties were freshmen, the projected corner- 
backs were always injured and the absence of 
a consistent pass rush made for a lot of pitch 
and catch. Long or short, it didn’t matter. 

“Cornerback is our greatest concern,” 
Welsh says. How much of a concern? He 
took his third-best wideout, Ahmad 
Hawkins, and moved him to cornerback for 
his final year of eligibility. 

Sophomore Jerton Evans will hold the 
patchwork unit together from his safety 
spot. Evans was named to freshman All- 
America teams last fall after his a 44-tackle, 
four-interception campaign. 

The new punter is junior Mike Abrams. 
Only the third punter to receive a scholarship 
during the Welsh years, Abrams was beaten 
out by a walk-on transfer the last two seasons. 

Welsh didn’t invite incumbent field goal 
kicker Todd Braverman back for a final year. 
He has turned the job over to junior David 
Greene, the kickoff specialist since 1998. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


88 Kevin Coffey (Sr., 2) 19 Demetrius Dotson (Sr., 2) 

74 Jermese Jones (Jr., 1) 78 Micah Kimball (Fr., 0) 

52 Josh Lawson (Jr. 2) 66 Butch Jefferson (So., 0) 

64 Jared Woodson (Jr., 1) 75 Dustin Keith (Sr., 1) 

56 Evan Routzahn (Jr, 2) 79 Ben Carber (Fr., 0) 

71 Brad Barnes (Sr., 1) 65 Kevin Bailey (Fr., 0) 

87 Billy Baber (Sr., 3) 81 Chris Luzar (Jr., 2) 

17 Dan Ellis (Sr., 1) Matt Schaub (Fr., 0) 
Antwoine Womack (Jr., 2) 42 Tyree Foreman (Jr., 1) 

41 Patrick Washington (Sr., 3) 47 Brian Walsh (Fr., 0) 

141 Billy McMullen (So.,1) © 16 Tavon Mason (So., 1) 


Defense (5) 


44 Merrill Robertson (So., 1) 68 Shomari Chism (Fr., 0) 
59 Colin McWeeny (So.,1) 62 George Stanley (Jr, 1) 
92 Larry Simmons (Fr., 0) 
Devon Battle (So., 1) 
R.C. Cosby (Fr., 0) 

Earl Sims (Jr., 1) 
William Clark (Jr, 2) 
Chezley Watson (Jr., 0) 
Jermaine Lauzon (Jr., 1) 


98 Monsanto Pope (Jr., 2) 
94 Ljubomir Stamenich (Jr., 2)58 


27 
10 
28 
13 


55 Angelo Crowell (So., 1) 
18 Yubrenal Isabelle (Sr. 2) 
32 Byron Thweatt (Sr., 3) 

9 Ahmad Hawkins (Sr., 3) 
20 Shernard Newby (So., 1) 49 
30 Jerton Evans (So., 1) 37 Ryan Sawyer (Fr., 0) 

21 Tim Spruill (Sr., 2) 2 Rashad Roberson (So., 0) 


Special Teams 
31 David Greene (Jr., 2) 
82 Mike Abrams (Jr. 1) 


16 Tavon Mason (So., 1) 
23 Arlen Harris (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (ACC): 7-5 (5-3) 
Scott Stadium (61,500) 
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Michi 


an State 


ichigan State has a good balance of 


M talent but probably doesn’t have 
enough play-makers to rip through 


a rough schedule and return to a New Year's 
Day bowl. But the Spartans retain the swag- 
ger and hostility that made victims of Florida, 
Ohio State, Michigan, Penn State and Notre 
Dame in 1999. For the first time in several 


T.J. Duckett 


years, the Spartans enter a season expecting to 
win. 

“This is a spirited bunch,” says Bobby 
Williams, who beat the Gators in his head 
coaching debut at the Citrus Bowl. “I like the 
progress we're making, but we have to replace 
some very talented people.” 


The percentage of Michigan 

State’s 1999 sack total from 

players who won’t be on the team 

this year. The Spartans led the Big 

Ten in sacks (in conference games) but 
a repeat is improbable. 


With a muscular 260-pound frame and 
impressive acceleration, tailback TJ. Duckett 
is a rare talent. A good offensive line will give 
him room to rumble. Duckett never played 
tailback prior to his last year, but he churned 
out 159 yards and four touchdowns against 
Penn State. Duckett improved his hands, 
vision and cutting ability in the off-season. 

Fullback Dawan Moss is an effective lead 


74 


Burress and Gari Scott. Small but speedy = 
Herb Haygood and Lavaile Richardson | t¢ 
have been solid as second-stringers. } © 
Incoming freshman Charles Rogers is a Pa 
tall sprinter with consensus prep All- | Te 
America billing. He is the X factor. Be 
The Spartans are coming off a season in = 
which they ranked fifth in the nation in | FL 
run defense. They figure to be stubborn 
once again, but not as dominant. Michi- } bE 
gan State has two disruptive defensive dk 
tackles in senior Jace Sayler and junior Josh } pg 
Shaw. Sayler is primed for all-conference } 18 
contention. Shaw is reaching physical = 
maturity. Both are Grade-A run stoppers. | ¢p 
TJ. Turner is a prototype gap-stuffing } $s 
middle linebacker, but personnel short- As 


blocker whose running ability will get sprin- 
kled into the offense. Incoming freshman 
tailback Tyrell Dortch of New Jersey turned 
down Florida and Florida State. 

In the blocking department, right guard 
Shaun Mason was second-team All-Big Ten 
and left guard Dave Sucura has started 24 
straight games. New starter Matt Bonito, a 
senior right tackle, has been a 
reliable run blocker for two years. 
Brian Ottney, a talented brute, 
has a good chance to beat out 
Josh Smith at center. 

Quarterback Ryan Van Dyke 
has a better arm than the gradu- 
ated Bill Burke and is more 
mobile and vocal. But Van Dyke 
is unproven as a crunch-time 
warrior. He showed promise as a 
decision-maker by completing 
58 percent of his passes with four 
touchdowns and no intercep- 
tions in spot duty last year. 

The Spartans may have the 
best tight end tandem in the 
nation. Sure-handed Chris Baker 
(36 catches) will contend for All- 
America honors. Speedy 
Ivory McCoy is a linebacker’s 
nightmare. There are no 
proven deep threats to 
replace wide receivers Plaxico 


Mark Langello 


ages caused the Spartans to move him to 
outside linebacker. He will be good on the 
strong side. Captain Josh Thornhill will be 
tough as the new middle linebacker, but 
he won't pack the heavyweight punch that 
Turner provided in 99. Thornhill started 
on the weak side as a sophomore. 
Transplanted safety Drew Young came 
through as a successful experiment at 
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Head Coach: Bobby Williams 
2000 Prediction: 6th Big 10 


weak-side linebacker in the spring. Good 
thing, too, because there was no Plan B. 

Left defensive end Nick Myers is a good 
run stopper but not much of a pass rushing 
threat. Opponents will test Michigan State's 
right end, which will be filled by a non-letter 
winner. Strong safety candidates Duron 
Bryan and Thomas Wright play with power, 
but they don’t have the run-support ability of 
the departed Aric Morris. 

Michigan State has two talented corners in 
captain Renaldo Hill and Cedric Henry. Hill 
was honorable mention All-Big Ten. Henry 
was fantastic as a freshman but struggled badly 
as an often-injured sophomore. The coaches 
loved his progress in the spring and they think 
Henry is a rising star. Richard Newsome, a 
three-year starter, is a capable leader and all- 
around player at free safety. 

Punter Craig Jarrett is one of the best in the 
nation. The first-team All-Big Ten selection 
has averaged nearly 44 yards per punt in his 
career. Graduated kicker Paul Edinger will be 
missed, and the spring search for a successor 
did not go well. Kick coverage could slip with 
the departure of former special teams coordi- 


nator Bob Casullo to the Oakland Raiders. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (5) 

7 Lavaile Richardson (Sr., 3) 82 Zieh! Kavanaght (Fr., 0) 

74 Tupe Peko (Sr. 1) 73 Brian Ottney (Fr., 0) 
70 Dave Sucura (Sr., 3) 61 Joe Patrick (Fr., 0) 
77 Josh Smith (Jr., 0) 73 Brian Ottney (Fr., 0) 
71 Shaun Mason (Sr, 2) 57 Paul Harker (So., 1) 
72 Matt Bonito (Sr., 2) 62 Steve Stewart (Fr., 0) 

83 Chris Baker (Jr, 2) 85. Ivory McCoy (Jr., 1) 

3 Ryan Van Dyke (Jr, 2) 10 Arron Agler (So., 0) 

8 T.J. Duckett (So., 1) 23 Little John Flowers (Jr., 2) 
49 Dawan Moss (So.,1) 42 Mike Labinjo (Fr., 0) 

2 Herb Haygood (Jr., 2) 22 Shawn Foster (Jr., 2) 

Defense (6) 
75 Nick Myers (Jr., 2) 97 Kyle Rasmussen (Fr., 0) 
80 Jace Sayler (Sr., 3) 68 Joe Tate (Fr., 0) 
95 Josh Shaw (Jr, 2) 60 Joe Brooks (Fr., 0) 

6 Jabari Hendricks (Sr.,0) 99 Dimitry Bernard (Sr., 0) 
38 Drew Young (Sr., 1) 11 Pierre Wilson (So., 1) 
50 Josh Thornhill (Jr., 2) 30 Matt Kropf (Jr., 0) 

35 T.J. Tumer (Sr., 3) 41 Matt Dawes (Jr., 0) 

37 Cedric Henry (Jr., 2) 19 DeMario Suggs (Sr., 2) 
27 Duron Bryan (Jr., 1) 43 Thomas Wright (So., 1) 
32 Richard Newsome (Sr., 3) 5 Lorenzo Guess (Jr., 2) 
15 Renaldo Hill (Sr., 2) 21 Broderick Nelson (Jr., 0) 


Special Teams 


14 David Schaefer (Jr., 1) 
12 Craig Jarrett (Jr., 2) 

23 Little John Flowers (Jr., 2) 
22 Shawn Foster (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
| NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big 10): 10-2 (6-2) 
Spartan Stadium (72,027) 
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Sporthits has recently launched the largest and most comprehensivedirectory/search 
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Oregon 


Ducks 


regon shouldn't surprise anyone any- 
more. The Ducks have reached bowl 
games in eight of the last 11 seasons, 
and it would be folly to bet against another. 
Whether or not it's the Rose Bowl depends 
on how Oregon reloads at tailback and on 
defense, and how it replaces the leadership of 
a tough-minded senior class that helped craft 


Joey Harrington 


four come-from-behind wins last season, 
including a victory in the Sun Bowl. “I 
believe our talent base is growing,” says coach 
Mike Bellotti, whose recent recruiting class 
might be Oregon's best ever. “But the belief 
system that the players and the coaches have 
is that when it’s close, we're always in the 
game, and we're always going to win.” 


o 


To the extent Oregon has a national image, 
it’s because of its passing game, but the Ducks 
can hurt opponents with the run, too. Ore- 
gon had the Pac-10’s leading rusher as 
recently as 1997 (Saladin McCullough), and 
only injuries prevented his successor, Reuben 
Droughns, from doing the same. 

This season, offensive coordinator Jeff Ted- 
ford figures to hand the football often to yet 
another junior college transfer — Maurice 
Morris, who was the best juco running back 


Oregon's record under coach 
Mike Bellotti in games decided 
by seven points or less. 


76 


in the nation. The Ducks need Morris to be 
the real deal because junior Herman Ho- 
Ching was dismissed for academic reasons. 
Last season, the Ducks’ offensive line 
allowed the fewest sacks in the league (14) 
and also enabled Droughns to rush for 1,139 
yards, fourth-best total in school history. 
There’s enough returning talent and experi- 
ence to expect another solid unit. 
The Ducks’ passing game 
ranked 19th in the nation last fall 
and could be even better in 2000. 
Junior Joey Harrington won the 
quarterback job in October, 
coming off the bench to rally the 
Ducks to wins over Arizona and 
Arizona State. Harrington can 
make all the throws, and he’s an 
elusive runner and a tough 
leader. But he'll have to again 
beat out senior A.J. Feeley, who 
had his own dramatic victory in 
99, in triple overtime over USC. 
At wideout, the Ducks start 
with senior Marshaun Tucker, 
who caught 32 balls in his first 
season of major college football. 
Sophomore Keenan Howry, 
who played as a true fresh- 
man, is a smooth playmaker 
and route-runner, and the 
Ducks get an infusion of 
speed from redshirt freshmen Samie 


Brian Drake 


Parker and Ricardo Cottengim. . 

Tight end fell off last season. Justin } © 
Peelle, whose strength is blocking, is the . 
incumbent, but the position is open. TE 

Oregon likes its returning defensive | Ft 
nucleus of middle linebacker Matt Smith, 
and linemen Saul Patu and Jason Niko- ] FB 
lao. Beyond that are uncertainties. 

The Ducks need junior tackle Zack } bE 
Freiter, the team’s strongman, to stay | P 
healthy; they need tackle James Rose, the 
highly touted juco transfer who had a dis- | 1B 
appointing season, to contribute more; } 48 
and they need former backup linebackers a 
such as Garret Graham, Wesly Mallard, } ss 
Michael Callier and Garrett Sabol to step } FS 
into prime-time roles. ce 

Bellotti hopes the Ducks are reloading 
rather than rebuilding in the secondary; 5 
they must replace starters at free safety, | KR 
rover and cornerback. One cornerback | PR 


position is set, with all-league candidate 
Rashad Bauman returning from a red- 
shirt year forced by a knee injury. Bau- 
man is a true cover-corner who can shut 


ATHLON® 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Mike Bellotti 
2000 Prediction: 4th Pac-10 


SPORTS™ 


down opposing receivers in single coverage, 
freeing defensive coordinator Nick Aliotti to 
blitz or double-cover elsewhere. 

The leading candidate at the other corner is 
Brian Johnson, who contributed three inter- 
ceptions last season, and the Ducks signed 
junior college All-America cornerback Gary 
McGraw, who led the nation with 12 picks. 
Leading candidates at free safety are senior 
Gary Barker and sophomore Rasuli Webster, 
but there could be other new faces in the Ore- 
gon defensive backfield before long. The pres- 
ence of Patu and Nikolao on the defensive 
line will help the pass defense; they combined 
for 13 of the Ducks’ 35 sacks last season. 

Under the guidance of special teams coor- 
dinator Tom Osborne, the Ducks have devel- 
oped what they consider the best all-around 
special teams unit in the Pac-10. Kurtis Doerr 
returns as the punter and offers distance, 
hang-time and location. The placekicker will 
be Josh Frankel, who was thrust into a starting 
role because of injury last season and won two 
games with pressure kicks. The special teams 
void is the graduation of kick and punt 
returner Michael Fletcher. That role probably 
wont be decided until the fall. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


5 Marshaun Tucker (Sr., 1) 4 Samie Parker (Fr., 0) 
78 Al Cotton (Jr., 2) 73 Phil Finzer (So., 0) 
74 Jim Adams (Jr, 2) 57 Josh Jones (So., 0) 
67 Ryan Schmid (Jr., 2) 62 Jeff Austin (Sr., 0) 
75 Corey Chambers (So., 1) 60 Joey Forster (Fr., 0) 
76 Lee Gundy (Sr., 3) 58 Mike Belisle (So., 0) 
84 Justin Peelle (Jr., 2) 80 Enyi Nwamuo (Sr., 1) 
15 Keenan Howry (So.,1) © 26 Ray Brust (Sr,, 3) 

3 Joey Harrington (Jr., 1) 7 AJ, Feeley (Sr, 1) 

9 Maurice Morris (Jr., 0) 34 Allan Amundson (So., 1) 
31 Chad Chance (Sr., 2) 47 Josh Line (Jr., 1) 


Defense (3) 


98 Jason Nikolao (Sr., 3) 43 Seth McEwen (So., 1) 
54 Zack Freiter (Jr., 2) 94 James Rose (Sr, 1) 
50 Jed Boice (Sr., 2) 99 Walker Templeton (Sr., 0) 
48 Saul Patu (Sr., 3) 30 Quinn Dorsey (So., 1) 
49 Matt Smith (Sr. 2) 44 Josh Rogers (Fr., 0) 
56 Michael Callier (Sr., 1) 42 Garret Graham (So., 0) 
35 Garrett Sabol (Sr., 3) 18 Wesly Mallard (Jr., 2) 
47 Rashad Bauman (Jr., 2) 24 Jermaine Hanspard (Sr., 1) 
24 Ryan Mitchell (Sr., 1) 6 Steve Smith (Jr, 2) 

2 Gary Barker (Sr., 3) 22 Rasuli Webster (So., 1) 
13 Brian Johnson (Sr. 1) 23 Gary McGraw (Jr., 0) 


Special Teams 


32 Josh Frankel (Sr., 2) 
34 Kurtis Doerr (Sr., 1) 
82 Sonny Cook (Sr., 1) 
5 Marshaun Tucker (Sr., 1) 


1999 Record (Pac-10): 9-3 (6-2) 
Autzen Stadium (41,698) 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


East Carolina 


ast Carolina coach Steve Logan is an 


Pirates 
= oddity in his profession. As a student 
at the University of Tulsa he did not 


play football. He had intentions of becoming 
a college professor. 

Higher education's loss has been the Pirate 
football program's gain. Under Logan, the 


Pirates have made significant strides in the 


David Garrard 


1990s, appearing in three bowl games, join- 
ing Conference USA and securing a five-year 
deal with ESPN. The next step is becoming a 
regular in the Liberty Bowl, which invites the 
C-USA champion to play the Mountain West 


winner. 


The number of opponents the 
Pirates held to single-digit scoring 

in 99. ECU was one of three teams 

to hold five opponents under 10 points. 


Logan's run fell just short a year ago. ECU 
finished 9-3 and played in the inaugural 
Mobile Alabama Bowl that invited the C- 
USA runner-up. 

Talk about a deceptive attack. Senior run- 
ning back Jamie Wilson averaged 5.5 yards 
per carry, and he may be one of the team’s 
best receivers. Junior quarterback David Gar- 
rard, at 6'3", 235, has an accurate arm and 
may be one of the team’s best rushers. 

Garrard rushed for 493 yards, the most by 
a Pirate quarterback in 30 years. Garrard is a 


punishing, physical runner who delivers 
blows with a fullback’s mentality. 

Wilson likely won't earn all-conference 
honors because he splits time with junior 
Leonard Henry and wont compile the num- 
bers that the league's other top backs will. 
And Wilson isn’t a flashy back, he doesn’t 
have breakaway speed. But he finds the holes 
well. 

An experienced offensive line 
should make big plays more fre- 
quent. Seniors Sherwin Lacewell 
and Samien Jones and juniors 
Chris Nelson and Aaron Walker 
started 12 games, 

Garrard combines top running 
skills with excellent arm strength 
and mobility and ideal size. And 
he is extremely accurate. In two 
seasons, he has completed 59.6 
percent of his 567 passes. 

In addition to Wilson, Garrard 
has big-play receivers in seniors 
Marcellus Harris and Keith 
Stokes. Stokes finds a way to get 
open, and once he gains posses- 
sion, he has a knack for making 
people miss. 

Sophomore Torey Morris 
could step up, too. Morris 
runs precise routes, has good 
hands and knows how to get 


e 
= 
2 
8 
=< 
= 


open. Morris, at this stage of his career, is = 
more playmaker than deep threat, and | 16 
c 


brings a toughness to the position. 

Senior Rashon Burns and junior Corey 
Floyd combine to give the Pirates a solid 
combination from the tight end position. 
They will be joined this fall by redshirt 
freshman Seth Yates. 

One of the nation’s worst at stopping 
the run in 1998, ECU improved signifi- 
cantly in 1999, moving from 95th to 


41st. With highly successful defensive ss 
coordinator Tim Rose back for a second } pe 
LB 


season, the Pirates are primed for further 


improvements. me 
Rose, known for his attacking, blitzing | ss 
FS 


style, gives the Pirates a defense capable 
not only of containing pass-happy C- 
USA offenses but of scoring points itself. 
“That's one thing which has been missing 
around here,” Logan says. 

Senior Mbayo Ahmadu, signed as a 
linebacker, is the anchor of the defensive 
line and a player that could become more 
valuable if he can develop into a leader. 

Junior linebacker Pernell Griffin is a 


P 
KR 
PR 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Steve Logan 
2000 Prediction; 1st C-USA 


steady, natural inside player who led the 
Pirates with 121 tackles last fall and also 
picked off a pair of passes. Junior college 
transfer Greg Lefever is expected to gain sig- 
nificant playing time in his first year. He was 
the only member of the recruiting class to 
enroll in January and participate in spring 
drills. 

To repeat as the nation’s 10th-ranked pass- 
efficiency defense, the Pirates will need to get 
significant production from three newcomers 
in the secondary. Sophomore strong safety 
Anthony Adams is the only returning starter. 

Originally signed as a receiver, junior Travis 
Mazyck was expected to solidify the free safety 
position, where he started six games before a 
season-ending knee injury. Mazyck is an 
exceptional athlete. 

Sophomores Jerome Steward and Kelly 
Hardy, who gained significant playing time as 
freshmen, are likely to open the season as the 
starting corners. 

Kevin Miller, a member of the Conference 
USA All-Freshman team last season as a 
placekicker, gets two opportunities to make 
the all-league team this fall. He'll also handle 
the punting duties. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


4 Marcellus Harris (Sr, 3) 5 Arnie Powell (Jr., 2) 
71 Shaun Rose (Jr., 1) 61 Brandon Pope (Fr., 0) 
77 Aaron Walker (Jr., 2) 73 Phoenix Evans (So., 1) 
74 Sherwin Lacewell (Sr., 3) 67 James Bell (Sr., 2) 

64 Chris Nelson (Jr., 2) 78 Senter Currin (So., 1) 
75 Samien Jones (Sr., 2) 69 Brian Rimpf (Fr., 0) 
89 Rashon Bums (Sr,3) 85 Corey Floyd (Jr., 2) 

9 David Garrard (Jr, 2) 1 Richard Alston (So., 1) 
14 Keith Stokes (Sr., 1) 32 Marcus White (Fr., 0) 
23 Jamie Wilson (Sr., 3) 22 Leonard Henry (Jr., 2) 
86 Torey Morris (So., 1) 82 Delayo Dodd (Jr., 1) 


Defense (6) 


30 John Williamson (So.,1) 40 Kent Nealy (Fr., 0) 

91 Devone Claybrooks (Sr., 3)96 Marc Yellock (Sr., 3) 

52 Mbayo Ahmadu (Sr.,3) 90 Chris Howell (Sr., 2) 

53 Ty Hunt (Sr., 2) 34 Bernard Williams (Jr., 2) 
3 Antwane Yelverton (So., 1) 8 Kevin Ward (Jr. 2) 

56 Reggie Hamphill (So., 1) 55 Eric Reyes (Sr., 3) 

47 Pemell Griffin (Jr, 2) 57 Greg Lefever (Jr., 0) 

28 Kelly Hardy (So., 1) 24 Clifford Timpson (Fr., 0) 

12 Anthony Adams (So., 1) 19 Dominique Hatcher (So., 1) 

13 Antwan Adams (So., 1) 6 Travis Mazyck (Jr., 2) 

20 Jerome Steward (So.,1) 2 Charlie Robinson (Jr., 2) 

Special Teams 

10 Kevin Miller (So., 1) 

JRsKevin Miller (So., 1) 

23 Jamie Wilson (Sr., 3) 

14 Keith Stokes (Sr., 1) 


1999 Record (C-USA); 9-3 (4-2) 
Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium (43,000) 


77 


Colorado State 


aving linebacker Rick Crowell star in 


[ee a season-opening victory over Col- 
orado, become injured and save his 


senior season for 2000 was not a clever 
scheme. Still, the news that Crowell qualified 
for a medical hardship made the Rams’ off- 
season more enjoyable. If the Rams could 
earn a Mountain West Conference co-cham- 


Dallas Davis 


pionship without him, they should contend 
in 2000 with Crowell anchoring the defense. 
Even with the loss of running back Kevin 
McDougal, the Rams look as solid on offense 
as ever. Offensive coordinator Steve Fairchild 
is not discouraged about who is available for 
what he calls a “committee” approach to a 
one-back scheme. Rahsaan Sanders gained 
468 yards and will have the first shot at the 
position, followed by some combination of 
Duan Ruff, Cecil Sapp and Jeff McGarity. 
© Sonny Lubick’s seven regular 
seasons with a victory. This year’s 
final opponent is rival Wyoming. 


CSU has ended six of coach 


The Rams love to line up and pound 
defenses with the running game. That takes a 
strong offensive line, and CSU looks solid at 
the strong guard and tackle positions with 
Broderick Lancaster and Tim Stuber. They 
are the kind of reliable run blockers Fairchild 
needs this season. On the weak side, CSU 


78 


must replace top lineman Blane Saipaia. One 
option would be to move David Shohet from 
guard to tackle and find a spot for Aaron 
Green, joining center Justin Borvansky. 

When the Rams stood 3-3 last October, 
quarterback Matt Newton was viewed as the 
biggest problem. So Newton has to receive 
some credit for CSU’s victories its last five 
regular-season games. Newton 
has the necessary size and arm 
strength and is becoming more 
efficient. CSU’s line protects him 
well, even if he’s not too mobile. 
The line allowed only nine sacks 
on 340 pass plays. 

CSU has developed the 
league's best group of receivers. 
The leader is Dallas Davis, who 
caught 51 passes and is danger- 
ous after the catch. Pete Rebstock 
and Frank Rice join Joey Cup- 
pari in giving Newton all kinds 
of options. CSU employs a tight 
end and an H-back, primarily as 
blockers. But Cory Woolsten- 
hulme caught 18 passes and is 
another threat. 

CSU returns eight defen- 
sive starters, but Kerr cannot 
help worrying about the ones 
he lost. That’s why Crowell’s 
return is so critical to the 
Rams. CSU was average against the run, 
allowing 147 yards per game. Crowell’s 
playmaking ability will make it more dif 
ficult for teams to run outside, and tack- 
les Mike Mackenzie and Jamie Bennett 
should keep improving in the middle. 

Outside linebacker Adam Wade made 
10 tackles for loss and surprised Kerr with 
his ability to learn the scheme. Middle 
linebacker is a major question, with the 
loss of Ula Tuitele. CSU recruited junior 
college transfer Russell Kay and is hoping 
that David Vickers, who stepped in for 
Crowell last season, develops. 

Kerr’s defenses have featured outstand- 
ing pass-rushing ends. The latest was 
Clark Haggans, who finished his career 
with 34 sacks. Only if players such as 
Peter Hogan, Chad McGuckin, Wallace 
Thomas and Andre Sommersell improve 
can CSU extend that tradition. 

Free safety John Howell is the sec- 
ondary’s best player. He's an aggressive 
run defender and broke up six passes. 
Aaron Sprague returned an interception 
for a score and will step in at strong safety. 


< Scott Watcher 
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WR 27 Dallas Davis (Sr, 3) 
WT 60 David Shohet (So., 1) 
~ 73 Broc Finlayson | {So., 0) 


WR 25 Frank Rice (Sr., 3) 


54 Jamie Bennett (Jr., 2) 
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Head Coach: Sonny Lubick 
2000 Prediction: 2nd MWC 


CSU needs improvement at cornerback, after 
opponents completed a league-high 59 per- 
cent of their passes. Kerr is looking for a “dif- 
ference maker” among Ameer Lowe, Terrence 
Gibson, Justin Gallimore and Rhett Nelson. 

Punts and punt returns were some of CSU's 
best plays. Deone Horinek averaged 42 yards 
per punt and Davis averaged 16.9 yards on 
returns. Davis, Sanders, Rebstock and Rice 
each had at least one kickoff return of 28 yards 
or longer. Horinek is gone, with Joey Huber 
the likely replacement. CSU allowed oppo- 
nents to return punts for a total of only 98 
yards. The kickoff coverage unit also was solid, 
allowing less than 20 yards per return. Kicker 
C.W. Hurst is inconsistent, with more success 
from outside 40 yards than inside 30 yards. 

Thanks to BYU’s minor shake-up, CSU’s 
coaching staff is the league’s most stable, and 
the Rams simply have not had a bad season 
since coach Sonny Lubick arrived, having 
won eight or more games for five of the last 
six years. The Rams have talent and no longer 
can be considered overachievers, but they 
rarely are disappointing, either. Lubick builds 
cohesive teams that keep improving, as his 
18-2 record in November indicates. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (8) 

89 Will Layne (Sr., 1) 
64 Aaron Green (Fr., 0) 
69 Morgan Pears (So., 0) 
79 Justin Borvansky (Jt, 1) 70 Mark Dreyer (Fr., 0) 


5 salen Broderick Lancaster (So., 1)69 Morgan Pears (So., 0) 
63 Tim Stuber (Sr., 3) 


62 Aaron Brown (So., 0) 

88 Jose Ochoa (Jt, 2) 80 Nick Schaumburg (Sr. 3) 

15 Matt Newton (Sr. 2) 7 Steve Cutlip (So., 0) 

41 Rahsaan Sanders (So., 1) 4 Duan Ruff (Ir, 2) 

86 Cory Woolstenhulme (Jr, 1) 87 Joey Cuppari (So., 1) 

4 Pete Rebstock (Jr., 2) 
Defense (8) 

46 Peter Hogan (So., 1) 75 Andre Sommersell (Fr., 0) 

76 Mike Mackenzie (Sr. 3) 52 Casey Wolf (Sr., 3) 

55 Lucas Smith (Jr, 2) 

84 Wallace Thomas (So., 1) 
8 Tony Colacion (Jr., 2) 
Russell Kay (Jr., 0) 

44. Doug Heald (So., 1) 

20 Rhett Nelson (So., 1) 

18 Lenzie Williams (F., 0) 

38 John Howell (St., 3) 22 Jason Gallimore (Jr., 2) 

31 Ameer Lowe (Sr, 1) 2 Terrence Gibson (Sr., 3) 
Special Teams 

49 C.W. Hurst (Jr., 2) 

30 Joey Huber (Fr., 0) 

27 Dallas Davis (Sr., 3) 

27 Dallas Davis (Sr., 3) 


43 Chad McGuckin (Jr., 2) 
9 Adam Wade (So., 1) 
+37 David Vickers (So., 1) 

6 Rick Crowell | (Sr., 3) 
26 Justin Gallimore (Jr., 1) 
29 Aaron | Sprague (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (MWC): 8-4 (5-2) 
Hughes Stadium (30,000) 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


Fighting [lini 


or Illinois and fourth-year coach Ron 
FP tine its time to take the next giant 

leap forward. Last season, his Illini 
broke out by going 8-4, earning their first 
bowl berth in five seasons and using it to 
destroy Virginia in the Micronpc.com Bowl. 
Now, the team is talking in bold voice about 
what's next. “We're going into this season 


Kurt Kittner 


thinking that if we can’t win a Big Ten cham- 
pionship we shouldn't even go out there,” says 


free safety Muhammad Abdullah. 


The final Associated Press 
Se ranking for Illinois in 1999, its 
"highest finish since 1989, when 

they fi finished 10th. 


Backs Rocky Harvey and Antoineo Harris 
should prove to be a solid one-two punch. 
Harvey, a breakaway threat who likes to run 
to the outside, rushed for 774 yards and seven 
touchdowns last season. Harris, a plodder 
who prefers to run between the tackles, saw 
limited action. Sophomore Quincy Washing- 
ton brings added speed to the position. 

Jameel Cook is ready to carry the fullback 
load, and he’s a proven run blocker and fan- 
tastic offensive threat. He switched from tail- 
back midway through last season and the 
payoff was five touchdown catches and more 
than 400 yards in total offense. 

All this will happen behind an offensive 


line with all five starters returning, including 
left tackle Marques Sullivan, who was a sec- 
ond-team all-Big Ten selection. 

The quarterback position is air-tight with 
Kurt Kittner, who threw for 2,702 yards last 
season and a school-record 24 touchdowns 
with only five interceptions. Despite not 
being a great scrambler, Kittner eludes the 
initial rush and keeps his eyes 
focused downfield. He has great 
range and improving touch. 

Kittner will have plenty of 
receivers to choose from. Bran- 
don Lloyd, in only his second 
season, may be the most gifted 
athlete on the team. His leaping 
ability — he high jumped 7'1" in 
high school — should prove to 
be lethal this fall. Complement- 
ing him will be wide receiver- 
quarterback Walter Young, who 
caught 13 passes, including a 
scoring toss from Kittner, last 
year, along with Aaron Moore- 
head, Greg Lewis and several 
younger players. Josh Whitman 
and Brian Hodges produced 
more than ever before last 
season at tight end. 

The run defense is a bit 
thin after some losses on the 
defensive line, but Turner still 
has a lot of athletic ability and speed. He 
hopes to use it all on a rotating basis. 
Senior defensive end Fred Wakefield will 
lead the way after a four-sack season. 
Tackle Brandon Moore will clog the mid- 
dle, along with senior Jason Eberhart. 

The linebacker position could be one 
of concern. The middle of the defense is 
entrusted to the likes of Mike Young and 
Robert Franklin. One of the two, or both, 
will be asked to be the voice of the 
defense. Also there will be hard-hitting 
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87 Josh Whitman (Sr., 3) 


45 Kurt Kittner (Jr., 2) 
23 Rocky Harvey (Jr., 2) 


pings Welt 


Trayvon Waller and Eugene Wilson, who 
played mostly on special teams. Turner says 
he’s confident about both, but they will surely 
be tested. 

The punter is back; the kicker is gone. 
Steve Fitts says he wants to do both, but 
Turner isn’t so sure. He wants Fitts to focus 
on his punting first, and for good reason. Last 
season he blasted punts of 75, 74 and 70 
yards en route to his 42.3-yard average. But 
it’s not out of the question for Turner to con- 
sider him for the kicking job. Otherwise, the 
kicker on the field will have zero college expe- 
rience. 

Wilson and Lloyd are the leading candi- 
dates to handle punt return duties. Wilson 
led the team in punt returns, finishing four 
yards short of the single-season school record. 
Lloyd and Harvey are slated for kickoff 
returns, an area where the Illini finished last 
in the nation by averaging only 16.3 yards. 

Turner is getting better as he goes along. 
He preached hard work from the very begin- 
ning, and told everyone that success would 
come if everyone bought into his system. 
They did, and last year’s 8-4 record served as 
the breakthrough. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (10) — 


86 Aaron Moorehead (So., 1) 418 Walter Young (So., 1) 


59 Marques Sullivan (Sr., 3) 73 Sean Bubin (Fr., 0) 


67 Jay Kulaga (Jt. 2) 

71 Luke Butkus (Jr., 2) 
69 Ray Redziniak (Sr., 3) 
79 Tony Pashos (So., 1) 


64 David Diehl (So., 1) 
68 James Brown (So., 0) 
60 Aaron Hodges (Fr., 0) 
72 Dan Cutter (Jr., 1) 
80 Brian Hodges (Sr., 2) 
17 Greg Lewis (So., 1) 
18 Walter Young (So., 1) 
31. Antoineo Harris (So., 1) 
34 Jameel Cook (Jr., 2) 24 Carey Davis (Fr., 0) 
Defense (5) 
85 Terrell Washington (Jr. 1) 93 Mike O'Brien (So., 1) 


96 Brandon Moore (Jt, 2) 55 Brett Kautter (So., 1) 
97 Jason Eberhart (St, 3) 92 Karleton Thomas (Sr., 3) 


6 Brandon Lloyd (So., 14) 


Jerry Schumacher, who is highly regarded 
by defensive coordinator Tim Kish. 

The secondary is a significant question 
mark with three starters gone from last 
season. Abdullah is the only one back, 
and that’s good. He led the team with five 
interceptions, ranked third with 79 tack- 
les and came up with four fumbles. 

Another plus will be the return of 
Bobby Jackson, back from injury. 
Together, the safeties will be forced to 
carry a large portion of the load. 


99 Fred Wakefield i (Sr, 3) 
‘LLB 47 Mon’ Long (Sr., 3) 
MLB 30 Robert Franklin (Sr., 3) 
RLB 52 Mike Young (Sr., 3) 
LC 28 Eugene Wilson (So., 1) 
RC 8 Trayon Waller (Sr., 1) 
ss a Bobby Jackson (Jr., 


90 Robby Long (Jr., 1) 

27 Ty Myers (Fr., 0) 

44 Aaron Nobles (Fr., 0) 

42. Jerry Schumacher (So., 1) 
43 Anthony Hurd (Jr., 1) 

12 Courtney Miller (Fr., 0) 
39 Carlos Lattimore (So., 1) 


2) 
FS 7 Muhammad Abdullah (Jr, 2) 1 Marc Jackson (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


K 10 Steve Fitts (Jr., 2) 
P 10 Steve Fitts (Jr., 2) 
KR 6 Brandon Lloyd (So., 1) 
PR 28 Eugene Wilson (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Whoever emerges at cornerback will be 
relatively untested. The front-runners are 


Head Coach: Ron Turner 
2000 Prediction; 7th Big Ten 


1999 Record (Big Ten): 8-4 (4-4) 
Memorial Stadium (70,904) 
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Terrapins 


on Vanderlinden finished the year 
with tears in his eyes, clutching the 
stat sheet from the Virginia game. 
They weren't tears of joy, either. Maryland’s 
stunning loss to the Cavaliers on a last-second 
play stretched the Terps’ streak of consecutive 
seasons without a bowl appearance to nine. 
Perhaps Terps fans won't have to wait much 


LaMont Jordan 


longer. Maryland made progress last year, 
going 5-6 following 3-8 and 2-9 seasons 
under Vanderlinden. “I look back at our first 
three seasons and we are so far ahead than we 
have ever been,” Vanderlinden says. “And 
that’s an understatement.” 


The number of rushing yards 
LaMont Jordan has amassed 
As in three years. He enters 2000 as 
the NCAA's active rushing leader. 
LaMont Jordan resisted the lure of the NFL 
to return for his senior year, though he skipped 
spring practice to concentrate on academics. 
Jordan finished fifth in the nation in rushing 
with 1,632 yards while scoring 17 touch- 
downs, and capped the season with a 306- 
yard effort against Virginia. “I think he is the 
complete package,” Maryland offensive coor- 
dinator Bob Heffner says. “He is big, strong, 
has deceptive speed and good hands.” 
Bruce Perry and Mukala Sikyala will get 
some opportunities to spell Jordan. 
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Fullback Matt Kalapinski, a powerful 
blocker, has started 25 games over the last 
three seasons. “I want to get him more 
involved in our offense,” Vanderlinden says. 

Maryland graduated a pair of second-team 
All-ACC performers in tackle Brad Messina 
and guard Jamie Wu. The Terps need new 
starters Tim Howard and Bob Krantz to 
develop some consistency. Cen- 
ter Melvin Fowler grades out as 
the unit's top run blocker. 

Sophomore Calvin McCall 
wont remind anyone of Boomer 
Esiason or Frank Reich, but he 
helped improve Maryland’s ane- 
mic passing attack. If McCall fal- 
ters, Vanderlinden wouldn't mind 
seeing more of sophomore Latrez 
Harrison, who has tremendous 
size and arm strength. 

Maryland lacks a standout 
receiver. As a group, Jason 
Hatala, Omar Cheeseboro, Guil- 
ian Gary and Moises Cruz offer 
good size and speed. Vanderlin- 
den would like to get the ball 
more to Hatala, who averaged 
22.7 yards on 11 receptions. 

Jeff Dugan, Mike Hull and 
Matt Murphy are in the mix 
at tight end. Eric James hopes 
to return in the fall after 
focusing on academics. 

Maryland improved against the run last 
year, but the Terps graduated their best 
run stopper in Delbert Cowsette. Return- 
ing starter Kris Jenkins and new starter 
Charles Hill must improve against the 
run. Both are athletic tackles. 

On the outside, Ryan Swift and William 
Shime aren't strong against the run. Hill 
and Jenkins will occupy offensive linemen 
so the linebacking trio of Marlon Moore, 
Kevin Bishop and Aaron Thompson can 
make plays around the line of scrimmage. 

Moore led the team with 130 tackles 
and Thompson contributed 111. Bishop 
showed flashes of being a dominant per- 
former last season. Safety Rod Littles, a 
punishing tackler, is solid in run support. 

Defensive coordinator Wally Ake likes 
to blitz an extra linebacker or two. He will 
probably do it more often this season 
because of the inexperience along the line. 

Thompson had 3.5 sacks and Moore 
recorded three last year. They should lead 
the Terps in 2000 in the absence of any 
proven pass rushers up front. Shime has all 
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SPORTS™ 


the tools to be a top-notch rushing end, but 
he’s unproven. End Mike Whaley could 
emerge as an effective pass rusher. Thompson, 
Bishop and Moore are excellent in coverage. 
The corners are a big question mark after 
Lewis Sanders left school a year early for the 
NFL. Renard Cox also departed, leaving 
Curome Cox and junior Tony Okanlawon as 
the starters. Returning safety starters Littles 
and Shawn Forte are solid pass defenders. 
Kicker Brian Kopka came within a field 
goal of tying a school record last year, con- 
verting 17-of-21. Brooks Barnard took over 
during the fourth game last season and devel- 
oped into a solid punter, averaging 42.1 yards 
per kick. Gary will handle punt return duties 
after averaging 8.9 yards per return in 1999. 
Sophomore wide receiver Scooter Monroe 
will be asked to replace Sanders, who aver- 
aged 26.8 yards per kick return last fall. 
Vanderlinden has made the Terps a more 
physical team on both sides of the football. 
He's also an excellent motivator and very orga- 
nized, running efficient practices. Heffner 
helped a struggling offense improve last year 
with an emphasis on the running game. It 
should take another step forward in 2000. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


3 Omar Cheeseboro (Sr., 3) 25 Scooter Monroe (So., 1) 


77 Tim Howard (Sr., 0) 75 Eric Dumas (Fr., 0) 
66 Todd Wike (So., 1) 61 Ed Tyler (Fr., 0) 

67 Melvin Fowler, Jr. (Jr., 2) 54 Sam Marvis (So., 0) 
64 Bob Krantz (So., 0) 73 Lamar Bryant (Fr., 0) 
78 Matt Crawford (So.,1) 76 Aaron Wormley (Fr., 0) 
82 Jeff Dugan (Fr., 0) 92 Mike Hull (Sr., 1) 


9 Calvin McCall (So., 1) 4 Latrez Harrison (So., 1) 


45 Matt Kalapinski (Sr.,3) 34 Chad Killian (So., 0) 
15 LaMont Jordan (Sr.,3) 49 Mukela Sikyala Jr. (Sr., 1) 
89 Jason Hatala (Sr., 3) 24 Guilian Gary (Jr., 2) 


Defense (6) 


48 Ryan Swift (Jr., 2) 55 Mike Whaley (Fr., 0) 

57 Kris Jenkins (Sr., 3) 90 Jamar Perrin (Fr., 0) 

98 Charles Hill (Jr., 2) 71 Durrand Roundtree (So., 0) 
95 William Shime (So., 0) 99 Landon Jones (Fr., 0) 
35 Marlon Moore (Jr., 2) 32 Leon Joe (Fr., 0) 

39 Kevin Bishop (Jr., 1) 42 E.J. Henderson (So., 1) 
40 Aaron Thompson (Jr, 2) 24 Leroy Ambush (Fr., 0) 
30 Curome Cox (Fr., 0) 23 Andrew Smith Jr. (Fr, 0) 
33 Rod Littles (Jr., 2) 27 Tony Jackson (Jr., 2) 
13 Shawn Forte (Sr., 2) 12 Randall Jones (Jr., 2) 
141 Tony Okanlawon (Jr., 2) | 29 Luke Kim (So., 0) 


Special Teams 


17 Brian Kopka (Sr., 3) 
16 Brooks Barnard (So., 1) 
25 Scooter Monroe (So., 1) 
21 Guilian Gary (Jr., 2) 


1999 Record (ACC): 5-6 (2-6) 
Byrd Stadium (48,055) 
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oston College coach Tom O’Brien 
he had just watched his team’s first 

intrasquad scrimmage of the spring. 
“We have a lot of young kids out there,” he 
said, “who need to learn how to play at the 
college level.” B.C. returns much of its offen- 
sive line and All-Big East tailback Cedric 
Washington from last season's 8-4 


Cedric Washington 


Insight.com Bowl team. But the youth and a 
shaky defensive front will hinder the Eagles. 
O’Brien needs another year before the full 
bloom shows on his solid recruiting classes. 

Washington is Boston College's given. Last 
season, he rushed for 1,122 yards. This season, 
he should roll up similar numbers, since expe- 
rience and size abound along the line. 


The number of wins Tom 


O'Brien had at B. C. in his first 


two years combined. And ‘the num- 


ber of wins his team posted in 1999. l 


B.C. lost last year’s best offensive lineman 
(tackle Darnell Alford), but Marc Colombo, a 
6'8", 298-pound giant, was his understudy, 
logging plenty of work. Returning starters 
Michael Cook (left tackle), Paul LaQuerre 
(left guard) and Paul Zukauskas (right guard) 
are an impressive lot. Dan Koppen could take 
over as the tiniest — if he holds onto the cen- 
ter position — at a mere 6'3", 288. 

Quarterback Tim Hasselbeck has the 


82 


e 


mobility to help the ground game by running 
the option, but groin surgery may limit that. 
Another problem may be at fullback, where 
O'Brien will go with a redshirt freshman, 
probably J.P. Comella. The ace up O’Brien’s 
sleeve? Tailback William Green, who is one of 
B.C.’s most heralded recruits ever. 

Brian St. Pierre and Kevin Kiley took the 
snaps this spring, but Hasselbeck, 
recovering from surgery, will take 
control this fall. A smaller quar- 
terback with a linebacker mental- 
ity, Hasselbeck improved steadily 
last season, completing 145 passes 
for 1,940 yards and 11 touch- 
downs with seven interceptions. 
But he could have used more help 
from the receivers, on whom the 
jury is still out. Dedrick Dewalt is 
certainly a nice — though small 
— target. Dewalt, a speed guy, 
led the Eagles in catches and 
yards receiving and recorded the 
longest TD catch (97 yards) in 
school history. The other wide- 
out, Jamal Burke, played well at 
times, but has yet to prove he’s 
consistent enough to start. 
O’Brien created some depth 
last. season by switching 
= DuJuan Daniels from corner- 
® back to wide receiver. 

A problem, though, is the tight end 
slot. Mike Guazzo, a senior, will probably 
take the job, but don't be surprised if 
David Kashetta plays as a true freshman. 

Last season, B.C. opponents averaged 
just 144.9 rushing yards per game. But 
All-American Chris Hovan is gone. 
O’Brien has to replace both defensive 
ends and a tackle, and he has to do it with 
two juniors and a sophomore. 

Left tackle Antonio Garay, who started 
four games last fall, returns after posting 
six tackles for loss. Another returnee, Sean 
Guthrie, saw extensive action at left end. 
But the good news ends there. Kevin 
Crane, light for a tackle at 267 pounds, 
and sophomore Derric Rossy combined 
for just 22 tackles all of last season. 

O’Brien is trying to help the front 
seven by switching Ryan Burch back to 
his original middle linebacker slot. 
Sophomore Jerome Ledbetter, a star of 
the future, will man the weak side. Scott 
Bradley will anchor the strong side. 

There's little doubt opponents will be 
testing Boston College's secondary, espe- 
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cially after it surrendered 242 yards per game 
last season. But there's a feeling in the Eagles 
camp that the unit may be improved. 

O’Brien moved RaMon Johnson from cor- 
ner to free safety, which should provide B.C. 
with increased speed at that position. Next, he 
watched cornerback D.J. Sutton return to his 
old self from ACL surgery. And O’Brien is 
staying with Jonathan Ordway, a terrific cover 
man with speed, at left cornerback. Strong 
safety Doug Bessette will be tested. 

O’Brien has said Kevin McMyler could 
become the premier punter in the Big East. 
He was anything but that last season, averag- 
ing just 37.2 yards per punt. 

At kicker, B.C. lost John Matich, but that 
may not be so bad. O’Brien imported Sandro 
Sciortino from Canada, lifting hopes that the 
Eagles might just get a kickoff into the end 
zone. Sciortino looks better than average. 

Dewalt is expected to return punts, while 
Green and Daniels look to run back kicks. 

This season will be a nice test for O’Brien, 
on solid ground in Boston. After back-to-back 
4-7 seasons, O’Brien posted a strong 8-3 reg- 
ular season. He needed the upsurge as he 
awaits the payoff of two fine recruiting classes. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


12 Keith Hemmings (So., 0) 
71 Leo Bell (Fr., 0) 

62 John Richardson (Jr., 1) 
53 Todd MckKniff (So., 1) 
73 Mark Parentau (So., 0) 
70 Dan Murphy (So., 0) 

81 Josh Cervi (Jr. 2) 


65 Michael Cook (Sr., 3) 
50 Paul LaQuerre (Sr., 1) 
77 Dan Koppen (So., 1) 
66 Paul Zukauskas (Sr., 3) 
75 Mare Colombo (Jr., 2) 
80 Mike Guazzo (Sr., 3) 

7 Tim Hasselbeck (Sr.,3) 2 Brian St. Pierre (So., 1) 
43 J.P. Comella (Fr., 0) 16 Greg Toal (Fr., 0) 
35 Cedric Washington (Sr, 3) 1 William Green (So., 1) 
11. Dedrick DeWalt (Jr, 2) 32 DuJuan Daniels (Jr, 2) 


Defense (5) 


99 Sean Guthrie (Jr, 2) 87 Frank Misurelli (So., 0) 
85 Antonio Garay (Jr., 2) 74 Jim Connor (Fr., 0) 
94 Kevin Crane (Jr., 0) 64 Keith Leavitt (Fr., 0) 
58 Derric Rossy (So., 0) 90 Tom Martin (Fr., 0) 
54 Scott Bradley (Jr, 2) 55 Steve Martin (Sr., 1) 
96 Ryan Burch (Sr., 3) 52 Andrew Romanowsky (Jr., 1) 
51 Jerome Ledbetter (So., 1) 41 Marco Williams (So., 1) 
28 Jonathan Ordway (Jr, 2) 89 KJ. Turkson (So., 0) 
18 Doug Bessette (So.,1) 24 Ralph Parent (So., 1) 
6 RaMon Johnson (Sr, 2) 27 Paul Cook (Fr., 0) 
25 D.J. Sutton (Sr., 2) 30 Emmerson Phillips (Jr., 1) 


Special Teams 
33 Sandro Sciortino (Fr., 0) 
47 Kevin McMyler (So., 1) 
1 William Green (So., 1) 
11 Dedrick Dewalt (Jr., 2) 


1999 Record (Big East): 8-4 (4-3) 
Alumni Stadium (44,500) 
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betcris.com 


“Where the lines originate” _ - Danny Sheridan 


CRIS is the largest sportsbook 
and casino in the world. Everyday, 
we are the first sportsbook to post 

betting lines. Now you can have all 
the action you want online or (ese as 
over the telephone = 24 hours a day. | COsTA RICA INTERNATIONAL ‘SPORTS. 


Calli 1-800 5 YOU WIN or 011.506.296.8482 
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reat expectations based on coach Gary 

Barnett’s return were quickly tempered 

by a faltering start. “We had a lot of 
old habits that were hard to break,” defensive 
lineman Justin Bannan said before the Buf 
faloes nearly beat Nebraska. With those 
habits broken and good young talent in place, 
Colorado could be a contender. 


Jashon Sykes 


Barnett is committed to a balance in play- 
calling between pass and run, and his stated 
goal is to average at least four yards per carry. 


% 
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The key to continued improvement is tail- 
back Cortlen Johnson, who ranked third in 
the conference with 835 yards and eight 
touchdowns. Johnson also caught 18 passes, a 
necessary skill in Barnett’s West Coast offense. 
Whether Johnson will have sufficient room to 
run depends on a rebuilt line. Center Andre 
Gurode and weak tackle Victor Rogers are 
returning starters, and strong tackle Justin 
Bates started six games. Gurode is big and 
strong enough to hold his own in the middle 
yet quick enough to get downfield. The tow- 
ering Rogers provides protection for the quar- 
terback, not allowing a sack last season. His 
future is bright if he can avoid injuries. 

A versatile fullback, one who can run and 


The average number of yards 
a Colorado receiver gained 
after catching a pass. 


84 


catch as well as block, also would help. David 
Andrews, who handled the job most of the 
time late in the season, is primarily a blocker. 
New offensive coordinator Shawn Watson 
has the raw materials to rebuild the passing 
game. But that’s the problem; some of the key 
materials are very raw, most notably, quarter- 
backs Zac Colvin and Bobby Pesavento. 
Colvin, whom Watson has 
described as “an offensive linemen 
that plays quarterback,” started 
one game, but threw only 43 
passes as a freshman. At 6'5" and 
230 pounds, Pesavento is bigger 
than Colvin. He compiled 
impressive statistics at Fort Scott, 
Kan., CC after beginning his col- 
lege career at Miami (Ohio). He's 
faced with a period of adjustment. 
On the plus side, Pesavento went 
through spring practice. 
Colorado has outstanding 
receivers, among them Javon 
Green, Roman Hollowell and 
Cedric Cormier. Green's seven 
touchdown receptions came on 
plays that averaged 45.4 yards. 
The diminutive Hollowell 
caught 24 passes for 244 
yards. Tight end Daniel Gra- 
ham has proven he can get 
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Medford Moorer had an good spring and may 
have earned a job. Donald Strickland, Terrence 
Wood and Nate Wright all paid their dues on 
special teams and in nickel and dime situa- 
tions. Strickland has sprinter’s speed and is a 
rising star. 

Ends Brady McDonnell and Tyler Brayton, 
who combined for 17 quarterback hurries, 
have shown they can apply pressure, some- 
thing that will be expected from a new rush 
linebacker as well. Defensive end Anwawn 
Jones has size and physical ability but only 
one season of eligibility remaining. 

Barnett emphasized special teams play 
during the spring, which was understandable 
given the early departure of kick returner 
extraordinaire Ben Kelly. The Buffaloes also 
are looking for a punter and _placekicker, 
responsibilities that probably will fall on the 
foot of Jeremy Flores. 

Barnett is a good fit at Colorado, partly 
because of his association with the program 
during its greatest success. He has already put 
a more physical and disciplined team on the 
field. The Buffs’ penalty yardage dropped dra- 
matically, and they were playing with more 
intensity by season's end. 


OFFENSE (5) 

free on pass routes. Fran react Fat tear or ustD 

C x =. avon Green (or, ric Cormier (Jr, 

The Buffaloes must get better against — wr § Roman Hollovel 2) 82. John Minardi J, 2) 

the run, after ranking 10th in the confer- ST 77 Justin Bates (So.,1) | 73 Josh Foster (So., 0) 
ence and 83rd nationally. Bannan, who — $& 74 Ryan Gray (So., 4) 62 Marwan Hage (Fr., 0) 

3 ved in -46 kd d kd C 65 Andre Gurode (Jr, 2) 60. Tony Camp (So., 0) 

Was involved in 20 tackles, and’ (tackle: Biwanes kal Alls icr0) 61. Dan Major (Fr, 0) 

Sean Jarne play an important role in Col- WT 74 Vietor Rogers (Jn, 2) 75. Jordan Gehring (Fr., 0) 
TE 89 Daniel Graham (Jr, 2) | 12 Adam Bledsoe (Sr., 2) 


orados base alignment, tying up blockers 
so the linebackers can make plays. 

Hawk linebacker Jashon Sykes is the 
Buffaloes’ best defender. He had a team- 
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8 Zac Colvin (So., 1) 4 Bobby Pesavento (Jr., 0) 
27 Cortlen Johnson (Jr, 2) 32 Vince Reed (So., 0) 
45 David Andrews (Jr., 2) 33 Brandon Drumm {So., 1) 


DEFENSE (6) 


high 15 tackles for loss and forced a DE 82 Brady McDonnell (St, 3) 99 Tyler Brayton (So., 4) 
nation-leading and school-recor ven OF 97 Justin Bannan (Jr., 2) 95 Sam Taulealea (So., 1) 
Revblas 8 a d ‘Fed DT 94 Sean Jarne (Sr., 3) 66 Pete Freidrich (Fr., 0) 
um wae ; eis re oak Snes peopl 1ed. RE 30 Robert Haas (Jr., 2) 40 Anwawn Jones (Sr., 0) 
Inside linebacker Ty Gregorak is a run- — ILB 35 Ty Gregorak (Sr, 3) 56 Aaron Killion (So., 4) 
in th ‘ ition. ILB 7 Jashon Sykes (Jr. 2) 43 Joey Johnson (So., 1) 
BePPSE ag : : Colotad tradition Andy OLB 16 Drew Wahlroos (So.,1) 12 Kory Mossoni (So., 4) 
Peeke lacks Gregorak’s size but definitely  @g 23 Terrence Wood (Ir, 2) 25 Nate Wright (Jr, 2) 
not his intensity. Linebackers Aaron Kil- $$ 31 Michael Lewis (Jn, 2) 21 Albus Brooks (Jr. 2) 
. , FS 9 Robbie Robinson (Jr., 1) 17 Medford Moorer (Fr., 0) 
lion and Drew Wahlroos are among the — ¢g 4 donald Stichand (So, 1) 6 Phil Jackson (F, 0) 


young players in the Buffaloes’ highly pub- 
licized recruiting classes who appear to be, 
ready to make a significant impact. P 
Colorado allowed 16 touchdown passes, KR 
and the secondary only has one returning PR 
starter, Michael Lewis. Lewis was third on 
the team in tackles with 72 and is a fixture 
at strong safety. He and free safety Robbie 
Robinson are surrounded by youngsters. 
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3 Jeremy Flores (Jr., 0) 
3 Jeremy Flores (Jr., 0) 
5 Roman Hollowell (Jr., 2) 
5 Roman Hollowell (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Georgia Tech 


Yellow Jackets 


or the first time in four seasons, George 
O'Leary must play a game without Joe 
Hamilton, the Heisman Trophy run- 
ner-up, at quarterback. And that’s the whole 
story of this veteran Georgia Tech team. 
Who will be under center against Virginia 
Tech on August 27? There's not a lack of can- 
didates. There are six quarterbacks on scholar- 


Sean Gregory 


ship — four participated in spring practice 


and two freshmen arrive in August. 
bs Tech's scoring margin last 
9 season (40.7-30.3). But that 


was with Joe Hamilton, one of the 
best quarterbacks in the country. With 
no real reason to believe the defense 
will be better, this number will be critical 
as the season wears on. 


Running the football will be Tech’s strong 
suit going into the season. The leading rusher 
from each of the past two years is back — 
sophomore Joe Burns from 1998 and Sean 
Gregory from last season. Burns had 474 
yards on 98 rushes two years ago, but missed 
most of last season with a brokea ankle. Gre- 
gory gained 837 yards last year, good enough 
for fifth in the ACC. 

The offensive line is spotty, with the return 
of only two seniors, but both are adept at run 
blocking. Chris Brown (6'6", 315) will man 
the left tackle slot with Brent Key at right 


guard. Russell Matvay, who split time last sea- 
son at fullback and tight end, will play tight 
end full time in 2000. 

The passing game presents an interesting 
dilemma. The Jackets have one of the most 
talented receiving corps in the country in 
Kelly Campbell, Kerry Watkins, Will Glover, 
Jon Muyres and Brett Basquin. But who's 
going to deliver the ball? 

Junior George Godsey is the 
only quarterback on campus 
who’ ever taken a snap from cen- 
ter in a college game, and for 
now, he’s the guy. 

“Our quarterbacks are out- 
standing,” O'Leary says, “but can 
they do the things that we need a 
quarterback to do?” 

Pass-blocking is also a question 
with such an inexperienced line. 
Brown and Key are fine, but how 
about the new guys? David 
Schmidgall has the edge to take 
over at center. The senior offers 
good leadership skills and has an 
exceptional work ethic. The 
other spots are wide open. 

Tech’s defensive _ line 
returns intact, but is that 
good news or bad news given 
the Jackets’ defensive perfor- 
mance of last year? They 
allowed 183 rushing yards per game, and 
when opponents couldn't run on Tech, 
they had great success throwing. 

Felipe Claybrooks, a potential All- 
ACC player at defensive end, was passed 
in the spring by Greg Gathers, who 
opened at end last season. Gathers, a sec- 
ond-team Freshman All-American, had 
success pressuring quarterbacks last sea- 
son, but is also quite capable at plugging 
holes against the run. Merrix Watson and 
Guenter Kryszon will be the starting 
tackles. Nick Rogers, who played both 
linebacker and end last season, will play 
at end opposite Gathers. Rogers is one of 
the best athletes on the team, and will be 
a key to improving the Jackets’ pass rush. 

Linebacker is a questionable position. 
Matt Uremovich, last year’s best, had to 
give up football because of a spinal injury. | p 
Matt Miller will return after missing a ] KR 
year with knee surgery. Sophomore | P® 
Recardo Wimbush was the first true 
freshman ever to lead Tech in tackles, col- 
lecting 91. 

Freshman Hobie Holiday, the star of 


Allen Kee 


Beet mMase°aam 
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Tech’s recruiting class, will play sooner or later 
— probably sooner. 

The importance of Miller's return will be 
more in his leadership and contagious love for 
the game than his playmaking ability. 

The Jackets struggled defending the pass, 
surrendering 231 yards per game in "99. Not 
good. 

The safety positions, however, are in good 
hands with sophomore Jeremy Muyres and 
junior Chris Young. Young, the epitome of 
what “fiery competitor” means, finished the 
year with 89 stops. 

The cornerback spots could make or break 
this defense. The incumbents are senior 
Jamara Clark and sophomore Marvious Hes- 
ter, who doubles as the punt returner. There 
could be some new faces this year. Sopho- 
more Selwyn Scott, who started last season's 
opener, Troy Tolbert and redshirt freshman 
Winfred Brown will challenge for starting 
assignments. True freshmen Tony Hollings 
and Jonathan Cox should make an impact. 

Both punter Dan Dyke, a walk-on, and 
kicker Luke Manget are back. Punt returner 
Hester returns, but kickoff returner Dez 


White left early for the NFL. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) | 


7 Jon Muyres (Sr., 3) 9 Kerry Watkins (So., 1) 
65 Chris Brown (Sr., 3) 76 Jason Kemble (Jr., 0) 
62 Clay Hartley (Fr., 0) 52 Raymond RobertsBlake (So., 0) 
61 David Schmidgall (Sr.,0) 59 Hugh Reilly (Fr., 0) 
70 Brent Key (St., 3) 64 Ashley Henderson (So., 0) 
79 John Bennett (Fr., 0) 72 Dustin Vaitekunas (So., 0) 
80 Russell Matvay (Jr, 2) 84 Will Heller (So., 0) A 
6 Kelly Campbell (Jr, 2) 3 Will Glover (So., 1) 
41 George Godsey (Jr, 1) | 13 Andy Hall (Fr., 0) 
35 Joe Burns (So., 2) 32 Sean Gregory (Jr., 2) 
47 Ed Wilder (Sr., 3) 86 Gary Johnson (So., 1) 


Defense (10) 


55 Greg Gathers (So.,1) 97 Felipe Claybrooks (Sr., 3) 
‘98 Merrix Watson (Jr, 2) 93 Tony Robinson (Sr., 3) 
94 Berwin Echols (So., 1) 
44 Kelvin Hughley {So., 4) 
56 Cody Price | Ur, 0) 

45 Ross Mitchell (Jr., 2) 


96 Guenter Kryszon (Jr. 2) 
38 Nick Rogers Ur.,1) 
43 Ather Brown (Fr., 0) 
| 48 Matt Miler (ir, 2) 
42 Recardo Wimbush (So., 1)85 Anthony Lawston (Fr... 0) 
29 ‘Marvious | s Hester (So., ,1) 25 Troy Tolbert (Sr., 3) 


33 Chris Young (Jr., 2) 20 Eric Lavette (Fr., 0) 
27 Jeremy Muyres (So.,1) 4 Cory Collins (So., 4) 
4 Jamara Clark (St, 2) 16 Selwyn Scott (So.,0) 
Special Teams 


87 Luke Manget (So., 1) 
82 Dan Dyke (So., 1) 

6 Kelly Campbell (Jr., 2) 
29 Marvious Hester (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 

| NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: 
2000 Prediction: 5th ACC 


1999 Record (acc): 8-4 (5-3) 
Bobby Dodd Stadium (46,000) 


eorge O'Leary 
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Bulidogs 


here was a time when a losing season at 
T Mississippi State was a regular occur- 
rence. That was before Jackie Sherrill 
arrived. All today's Bulldogs know is that 
they're a regular contender for the SEC West- 
ern Division crown and a regular for bowl 
games. This season will be no different. 
“We're not going anywhere,” says Sherrill. 


Fred Smoot 


“T think our players like the taste of success 
too much for that.” 

How thick is the running back race? Don- 
tae Walker led MSU in rushing with 384 
yards and a 5.1-yard average and never started 
a game. Justin Griffith, who can play tailback 
or fullback, and shifty Dicenzo Miller join 
Walker in a three-way battle for the lead role. 


Players who achieved Elite Iron 

Dawg status, the top mark in the 
Bulldogs’ offseason conditioning 
program. Four years ago there were 17. 


Kenny Williamson and Jamaal Dinkins, a 
converted linebacker, will clear the way. Both 
are bruising blockers and will likely split time. 

The addition of junior college All-America 
lineman Courtney Lee and Tommy Watson 
upgrades a line that struggled last season. 
They join tackle Pork Chop Womack and 
center Michael Fair, as well as a half dozen 
young but talented and towering blockers. 

Everything starts with junior quarterback 


86 


Mississippi State 


Wayne Madkin, who looked like the veteran 
he is during spring drills. Madkin’s receivers 
are as talented as any group in the league. 
Problem is, only two of them have game expe- 
rience. Sophomore Terrell Grindle and senior 
Larry Huntington are gamebreakers who will 
start at split end and flanker, respectively. 

Justin Jenkins, Milas Randle, junior college 
stud Clarence Parker, Harold 
Lindsey and Darius Tubbs all 
worked well in the spring. Both 
returning tight ends, Donald Lee 
and C.J. Sirmones, are equally 
adept blocking or catching passes. 
Lee is the bruiser at 248 pounds, 
while the 221-pound Sirmones 
runs routes as well as any receiver. 

MSU stopped the run better 
than anyone during their 10-2 
season in °99. They led the 
nation in rushing and _ total 
defense, which is habit for defen- 
sive coordinator Joe Lee Dunn. 

A two-platoon rotation saw 
the backups play as many snaps 
as the starters, ensuring a sea- 
soned returning group. In 
Dunn's five-DB, attacking 
style, everybody but the cor- 
ners crowds the line and 
swarms to make tackles. 

Ellis Wyms, who led the 
team in sacks a year ago, Toby Golliday 
and Willie Blade join junior Dorsett Davis 
to give offensive coordinators fits. All are 
behemoths and run like linebackers. 

Junior defensive end Conner Stephens 
started as a sophomore and will be joined 
by Rob Knight and Mario Haggan, key 
contributors on the second unit last sea- 
son. Dwayne Robertson, Nathan Jackson 
and Ivan Billie will see their first signifi- 
cant game action this season. 

All-SEC candidate Barris Grant will 
assume the spot vacated by All-America 
linebacker Barrin Simpson. His role in 
Dunn's scheme is to make tackles from 
sideline to sideline. Ed Yeates, Nick Floyd 
and Jason Clark will look to spell Grant. 

Three senior DBs are gone. But there's 
still some spark in the secondary, particu- 
larly in all-star caliber corner Fred Smoot, 
who led the team with five interceptions. 
He’s solid in man coverage and is an 
excellent tackler. He'll have to get used to 
teams throwing away from his side. 

Pig Prather will move to one of the 


vacated DOG safety spots, where he'll be 
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DOG 29 Pig Prather (Jr, 2) 
DOG 14 Eugene Clinton (Sr., 3) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Jackie Sherrill 
2000 Prediction: 4th SEC West 


joined by Eugene Clinton. Prather is the 
team’ top returning tackler while Clinton has 
been a reserve at all the secondary positions 
the last three seasons. Josh Morgan takes over 
at free safety while the other corner spot could 
be manned by Shawn Byrdsong, Eugene Liger 
or junior college transfer Dale Hall. The X- 
factor is Kendall Roberson, a three-year 
starter who spent the spring awaiting word on 
his appeal to the NCAA for a sixth year of eli- 
gibility after tearing up his knee last season. 

Always one of the strongest units on the 
team, the special teams should be excellent 
again. All-SEC kicker Scott Westerfield 
returns for his senior season, as does deep 
snapper Michael Bender. But a new punter to 
replace two-time All-SEC pick Jeff Walker, 
must surface. Prentiss Cole or freshman Jared 
Cook will have that unenviable task. 

Prather, Walker, Grindle, Huntington, 
Miller and possibly some of the redshirts and 
newcomers will share return duties. 

Sherrill ranks only behind Steve Spurrier in 
tenure among SEC head coaches. His resurrec- 
tion of the MSU program proves he’s one of 
coaching’s true magicians. Dunn is regarded by 
many as the best at his job in the nation. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 


15 Terrell Grindle (So., 1) 14 Clarence Parker (Jr., 0) 
76 Pork Chop Womack (Sr.,3)72 Carl Hutchins (So., 1) 
74 Courtney Lee (Jr., 0) 73 Donald Tucker (Fr., 0) 
52 Michael Fair (Sr., 3) 79 Tron Thomas (Sr., 3) 
66 Tommy Watson (Jr.,0) 75 Kyle Wallace (So., 1) 
77 Kenric Fairchild (Jr, 2) | 62 Derrick Thompson (Fr., 0) 
84 Donald Lee (So., 1) 83 C.J. Sirmones (So., 1) 
22 Larry Huntington (Sr., 1) 37 Milas Randle (Fr., 0) 

9 Wayne Madkin (Jr, 2) | 18 Brandon Butler (So., 1) 
12 Dicenzo Miller (Jr., 2) 31 Justin Griffith (So., 4) 
32 Kenny Williamson (Sr., 3) 44 Jamaal Dinkins (Sr., 3) 


Defense (3) 


90 Conner Stephens (Jr., 2) 20 Rob Knight (Sr., 3) 

92 Ellis Wyms (Sr., 3) 96 Willie Blade (Sr., 1) 

94 Toby Golliday (Sr., 1) 93 Darius Brown (Sr., 1) 

99 Dorsett Davis (Jr., 1) 46 Lennie Day (Fr., 0) 

98 Mario Haggan (So., 1) 39 Dwayne Robertson (Jr., 0) 

50 Barris Grant (Sr., 1) 54 Nick Floyd (So., 1) 

25 George White (Sr., 3) 

41 Anthony Bryant (Jr., 4) 

6 Shawn Byrdsong (Jr, 2) 13 Julius Griffith (Jr., 0) 

47 Josh Morgan (So., 1) 34 Marco Minor (Jr., 0) 
2 Fred Smoot (Sr., 1) 5 Eugene Liger (Sr., 1) 

Special Teams 

11 Scott Westerfield (Sr., 1) 

19 Prentiss Cole (Jr., 0) 

22 Larry Huntington (Sr., 1) 

29 Pig Prather (Jr. 2) 


1999 Record (SEC): 10-2 (6-2) 
Scott Field (40,656) 
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ere they a one-hit wonder? Or has 

Dennis Erickson truly trans- 

formed a perennial doormat into a 
respectable program that will remain in the 
upper half of a very competitive conference? 

“T think we'll be as good as these guys want 
to be,” Erickson says. “I think we have a 
chance to be better than a year ago,” when 


Ken Simonton 


Oregon State was 7-5, its first winning record 
since 1970, and played in its first bowl since 
the 1964 season. The table is set for a pro- 
gram that once set the standard for futility. 
Oregon State returns 14 starters and fully 
expects to play in December or January again. 


Jonathan Smith’s completion 

percentage. It kept him from 

cracking the Top 10 in the Pac-10 

in passing efficiency, but he was first 

in yardage and second in TDs (15) with 
just seven INTs in 385 passes. 


Erickson’s reputation was built on his pass- 
ing game, but he's always made it work by 
unleashing a strong running attack from one- 
back sets. Oregon State may have the best 
tailback tandem in school history, starting 
with Ken Simonton. He's rushed for 2,514 
yards and 32 scores in two seasons and gained 
at least 100 yards in 10 of his last 13 games. 

Simonton is quick to the hole and fre- 
quently uses his smallish (5'7") stature to hide 


before breaking free. He's also durable. Anto- 
nio Battle had big games against UCLA and 
Washington State as Simonton’s understudy. 

The offensive line has prided itself on 
Simonton’s feats and improved steadily the 
past two years. Guards Robert Sykes, Keith 
DiDomenico and Jared Cornell and tackle 
Mitch White all have starting experience and 
give the Beavers one of the largest 
lines in the league. 

The Beavers will need steadier 
play out of QB Jonathan Smith. 
A one-time walk-on, Smith was 
brilliant at times and led the Pac- 
10 in yardage (2,784) and was 
second in touchdowns (15). 
However, he completed only 49 
percent of his passes. He might 
be rolled out more to prevent 
deflections and to better open the 
passing lanes. Smith isn’t a threat 
to run, but he became more elu- 
sive as the season wore on. 

Wide receivers Robert Prescott, 
T.J. Houshmandzadeh and Mon- 
jero Jones all have big-play poten- 
tial, but haven't always caught the 
ball consistently. Tight end 
Martin Maurer is a strong 
blocker with decent hands. 

Oregon State's biggest loss 
may have been at defensive 
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tackle, where four-year veterans Shawn = 
Ball and Aaron Wells were generally | t 
dependable. Eric Manning, Ryan Atkin- } 46 
son and Brian Tulikihihifo must establish es 
themselves as credible successors early on. | RT 
Manning is a potential standout. Atkin- | TE 
son will also see action at end. Ends _ 
LaDairis Jackson, DeLawrence Grant and | AL 
Kyle Rosselle are solid. 

Outside linebackers Darnell Robinson } pe 
and James Allen are fast enough to prevent | OT 
most teams from turning the corner. The 4! 
Beavers suffered a blow when middle line- | tg 
backer Tevita Moala tore an ACL in the | 8 
spring and will likely miss half the season. = 
Richard Seigler will keep the position | ss 
warm until his return. FS 

Oregon State led the Pac-10 in pass = 
defense and surrendered a league-low 
eight TDs, with 13 picks. Cornerback F 
Dennis Weathersby may be the best cover | kr 

PR 


man in the Pac-10. Strong safety Terrence 
Carroll is one of the league's biggest hit- 
ters, although he sometimes allows oppo- 
nents to escape for added yardage. 


Safety Calvin Carlyle and cornerback 


Keith Heyward-Johnson are solid. Backup 
corner Ricky Walker could again challenge 
for a starting job. Linebackers Robinson and 
Allen are also very quick and thus can easily 
drop off into coverage, or blitz off the edge. 

Grant is Oregon State's top pass rusher and 
one of the quickest defensive linemen in the 
conference, though OSU must get better 
pressure from its rush. 

Ryan Cesca converted all his extra points, 
but he struggled on field goals after a fast start 
and must improve. Punter Mike Fessler has 
improved every year. Oregon State gave up 
more punt return yards than any Pac-10 
team, though, so he must increase hang time. 

Jones (punts) and Prescott (kickoffs) are 
adequate kick returners but suffer by compar- 
ison to predecessor Tim Alexander. 

Erickson won two national championships 
at Miami and has been Coach of the Year in 
the Big East, Pac-10 and Big Sky, but said 
that ending Oregon State's 28-season losing 
streak ranked as one of his biggest thrills ever. 

He's comfortable in Corvallis’ small-town 
Northwest atmosphere and signed a new five- 
year guaranteed contract with a raise to more 
than $480,000 a year. 


Offense (7) 


83 Monjero Jones (Sr., 1) 10 
82 Robert Prescott (Sr,3) 2 
74 Vincent Sandoval (Jr., 2) 78 
72 Robert Sykes (Sr., 3) 75 
60 Chris Gibson (Jr., 2) 61 
79 Keith DiDomenico (Sr., 3) 69 
77 Mitch White (Sr., 1) 70 
87 Martin Maurer (Sr.,3) 89 

9 Jonathan Smith (Jr, 2) 16 
35 Ken Simonton (Jr., 2) 8 
18 T.J. Houshmandzadeh (Sr., 1)19 


Shawn Kintner (So., 1) 
James Newson (Fr., 0) 
Paul Davidian (Jr., 0) 
Jared Cornell (Sr., 3) 
Dustin Janz (Jr., 2) 

Tyler McClaughry (Jr., 1) 
Mike Kuykendall (So., 1) 
Bennie Johnson (Sr., 4) 
Shayne House ({Fr., 0) 
Patrick McCall (Jr., 0) 
Seth Trimmer (So., 4) 


Defense (7) 


1 DeLawrence Grant (Sr., 1) 97 
99 Eric Manning (So., 1) 56 
90 Ryan Atkinson (Sr., 3) 71 
95 LaDairis Jackson (Sr.,1) 45 

5 Damell Robinson (Sr, 3) 94 
47 Richard Seigler (Fr., 0) 2 
34 James Allen (Jr., 2) 42 

3 K. Heyward-Johnson (Sr, 3) 4 
44 Terrence Carroll (Sr.,3) 23 
32 Calvin Carlyle (Jr., 2) 31 
21 Dennis Weathersby (So.,1) 9 


Kyle Rosselle (Jr., 2) 
Brian Tulikihihifo (Jr., 0) 
Charles O'Neal (Sr., 1) 
Sefa O'Reilly (Sr., 3) 
Noah Happe (Fr., 0) 
Tevita Moala (Sr., 1) 
Nick Barnett (So., 1) 
Ricky Walker (Sr., 3) 
Terrell Roberts (So., 1) 
Jake Cookus (Jr., 2) 
Shamon Jamerson (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


41 Ryan Cesca (So., 1) 
99 Mike Fessler (Sr., 3) 
82 Robert Prescott (Sr., 3) 
83 Monjero Jones (Sr., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after ciass indicates letters won 


87 


ear I] A.D. (After Donovan McN- 
abb) is as muddled as ever. No estab- 
lished quarterback. A receiving corps 
that will count on a true freshman. A major 
makeover of the offensive line. New tight 
ends. A reshuffled offensive coaching staff. Is 
it any wonder Syracuse fans are a bit queasy 
these days about a program that seems to be 


Dee Brown 


teetering on the brink of mediocrity? 

Long tagged as underachievers and coming 
off a disappointing five-loss season in which it 
actually lost to Rutgers, and got lambasted on 
national television by Virginia Tech, 62-0, 
the Orangemen vow they won't embarrass 
themselves again. 

“This year, regardless of what happens, 
you'll see an amazing difference in the way 
this team responds,” says senior tailback Dee 
Brown. “We're getting tired of the three-, 
four- and five-loss seasons. We are so much 
better than that.” 


That's the electronic 40-yard 

dash time turned in by junior 

receiver Maurice Jackson in March. 

It’s believed to be the fastest time ever 
recorded by a Syracuse player. 


The Orangemen have experienced tail- 
backs in Brown and James Mungro. Fullback 
Kyle Johnson is a game-breaker. And still, 
Syracuse is coming off its worst season rush- 


88 


ing the football since 1993. That's why the 
coach has mandated that the Orangemen get 
back to controlling the game by running the 
football. Brown and Mungro are slashing, 
elusive runners who have a combined career 
average of more than five yards per carry. 

Much of their success will depend on how 
Syracuse's offensive line comes together. PJ. 
Alexander, Joe Burton and Sean 
O’Connor all have starting expe- 
rience. But where will they end 
up? Alexander plays both center 
and tackle. Burton started 10 
games last season at guard but 
was moved to tackle. O'Connor 
has moved from the right side to 
the left side at guard. 

Syracuse goes into the season 
without an established starting 
quarterback, which is nothing 
new since it couldn't decide a 
year ago whether to go with Troy 
Nunes or Madei Williams. Now, 
two more quarterbacks have been 
introduced into the mix in red- 
shirt freshman R.J. Anderson 
and junior college transfer Chad 
Elliott. 

Pasqualoni won't name a 
starter until just before the 
opener against Buffalo. None 
of the four is the complete 
package needed to run Syracuse's com- 
plex offense. LG 

The receiving corps is also going | © 
through a metamorphosis. Back is speed- 
ster Maurice Jackson after a year in junior 
college to work on his grades. Pat Wood- 
cock, Malik Campbell and David Tyree 
have made plays but need to make more. 
Campbell is a potential star if he can ever 
learn the offense. But the most talked- 
about newcomer is true freshman John- | 2 
nie Morant, a man-child who looks more 
like a linebacker than a receiver. LB 

Pasqualoni says the most important 
position to be filled on the team isn’t 
quarterback. It’s weakside linebacker. And 
its the only starting job open on Syra- 
cuse’s front seven, a unit that potentially 
is Pasqualoni'’s best. The linebacker on the 
spot is junior JR Johnson, a local player | p 
who might be the team’s best athlete. KR 

The Orangemen have the makings ofa | P® 
monster front line. Three starters return 
in All-Big East defensive end Duke Petti- 
john and tackles Rickie Simpkins and 
Eric Downing. The only new starter is 


Al Koolstra 
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end Dwight Freeney, who played extensively 
a year ago and contributed 3.5 sacks. Backing 
them up are outside linebacker Morlon 
Greenwood, a three-year starter and the 
team’s most underrated player, and middle 
linebacker Clifton Smith, a gifted athlete who 
earned a starting position last year as a fresh- 
man. 

The secondary is nearly complete. Free 
safety Quentin Harris was second on the 
team in tackles last season. Cornerback Will 
Allen is the team’s next great cover guy and 
allows the Orangemen to play their aggressive 
style of bump-and-run coverage. It’s across 
the field where questions must be answered. 
Three players are competing for one spot — 
Will Hunter, Latroy Oliver and Andre Brin- 
son. All have played before and more than 
one figures to get on the field in Syracuse's 
nickel and dime packages. Willie Ford, who 
played some cornerback last season, is being 
moved to strong safety. 

Mike Shafer will take over for Nate Trout 
at placekicker. Peter Ferris won the kickoff 
job in the spring. Maurice Jackson and Malik 
Campbell are battling for the punt return job. 
Will Allen will handle kick returns. 


Offense (5) 


16 Pat Woodcock (Sr, 2) 24 
73 Erik Kaloyanides (So., 0) 74 
76 Sean O'Connor (Jr, 2) 62 
69 PJ, Alexander (Jr., 2) 61 


Maurice Jackson (Jr., 1) 
Kevin Sampson (Fr., 0) 

Emerson Kilgore (Sr., 1) 
Nick Romeo (Fr., 0) 


77 Vaughn Smith (Sr., 0) 71 Giovanni DeLoatch (Jr., 0) 
65 Joe Burton (Jr., 2) 66 Shane LaVigne (So., 0) 
89 Graham Manley (Jr, 1) 40 Joe Donnelly (Fr., 0) 


11 Troy Nunes (So., 1) 47 Madei Williams (Jr., 2) 
6 Dee Brown (Sr., 3) 23 James Mungro (Jr., 2) 

32 Kyle Johnson (Sr., 1) 38 George Scott (So., 0) 

14 Malik Campbell Jr,1) 841 David Tyree (So., 1) 


Defense (7) 


49 Duke Pettijohn (Sr, 2) | 48 Sheldon King (Jr., 0) 


98 Rickie Simpkins (Sr, 2) 94 Louis Gachelin (Fr., 0) 
90 Eric Downing (Sr., 2) 53 Mark Holtzman (Jr., 0) 
54 Dwight Freeney (Jr., 2) 43 Cliff Snell (Sr., 2) 


Jameel! Dumas (Fr., 0) 
Rodney Wells (Jr., 1) 


52 Morlon Greenwood (Sr., 3) 50 
9 Clifton Smith (So., 1) 42 


45 JR Johnson (Jr., 0) 57 Rich Scanlon (Fr., 0) 
25 Will Allen (Sr., 3) 30. Will Hunter (Jr., 0) 
15 Willie Ford (Jr., 2) 39 Andre Brinson (Jr., 0) 


29 Quentin Harris (Jr., 2) 37 Charles Burton (Jr, 2) 
30 Will Hunter (Jr., 0) 3 Latroy Oliver (So., 1) 


Special Teams 
43 Mike Shafer (So., 1) 
13 Mike Shafer (So., 1) 
25 Will Allen (Sr., 3) 
40 Malik Campbell (Jr., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Push the button and c1 hack the code. Let football's most advanced SEARCH ENGINE 
find you the winners and get you the cash starting this Pre-Season! 


‘wimintwss LOOK WOW WE OUTFIGURED LAS VEGAS LAST YEAR: 


founder and president of (If you have trouble believing my record, remember my customers are reading this ad!) 
Jim Hurley's Network. ° Opening week, we exploded, going 7-1 for 87. 5% 
¢ Week Two we went 7-2. ‘ 
For fifteen years inarow e We followed it up with runs of 8-2, 8-4 and) 12-0 for a 5-week total 


; of 36-8, that's 81.8%! q 
my clients and {have beaten Las Vegas for =. We Won our first niné\Lock of the Week games in arow ~ all 5 


millions of dollars. We do it with the best stars each - including our Conference Lock of the Year, Virginia Tech 
; ee (-121/2) over Syracuse 62-0! 
information in football; gathered by my ¢ We won oumPro Lock of the Year, Rams (-101/z) over Saints 30-14, 


our Triple Crown-and more games. than I can name! A winning season 
was never in doubt. Customer Rob Luther of Des Moines e-mailed me: 


computer whiz kits and const wining THY V7. UPGO UNITS™AND HERE IT IS ONLY WEEK FIVE. 
haan Wihourwiesiniothe YQ GUYS WARE LIKE A MACHINE THAT PRINTSIMONEY!" 


conferences, our wise guy pipeline and our NOW WHAT ABOUT YOU? ARE YOU WINNING LIKE YOU WANT TO? Then maybe it’s 

time to shake loose from:so-so,Services and head straight for the top. Call me right 
now. Let me’steer you on a Path to the Money. I’ll give you a program that meets 

numbers and spot the juiciest games! your budget but EXCEEDS your money goals by more than you ever imagined. I’ve 


done it for others. Now letmeldo it for YOU! | 


The Athlon Annual, bible of the industry, —, "WANT QUICKCASH FOR A HOT PRE SEASONS Tve goneTOZSE CHECK Which TA 
places Jim Hurley’ Network “right at the the last six pre-Seasons for an average of 70.27 winners! GOODIES YOU WANT, | 
leading edge." College and Pro Footbal Gall and get the first two weeks free! THEN CALL! 


Newsweekly have featured us in their 


nationwide task force of scouts, analysts, 


powerful software, we make the sharpest 


| 
editorial pages as well as their center pull- “Thank you for, such a fine service." Bonus Game: 
Betting Michael F, Oaklawn IL r | 
out section. Sports Guide Says, f i 4 Peis tay the Kickon Classici 
“Jim Hurley has given his customers some Excellent weekend. ..went perfect Sunday. 
= Mike L, Citrus Hts, CA a Fee im Hurley 
fantastic seasons. "Already the best year | ever had!" 
: 5 Fae 4 R. Martinez, Plano TX ~~ Sports Pager 
Jimmy Vaccaro, dean of Las Vegas lines- "Sensational!. Beyond words!" ‘dh 
makers, states flatly, "Jim Hurley puts up Marty Zacharudes, Boca Raton, FL as, & fie SuScrintion 
the sharpest numbers, period." Top offshore "You’ve made a believer out of me! Ne to my NETWORK 
book SBG Global says, “Hurley’s players Steve Bayard, Bayonne NJ a> f 
know just where the edges are." _ “Unever made that much money before. ACY * BULLETIN newsletter), | 
Arlene M, Seaford NY %: m | Face The Jim HOrey; | 
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Kentucky 


Wildcats 
n three seasons, coach Hal Mumme has 
i taken Kentucky to back-to-back bowl 
games, stirred a huge attendance increase 
and set countless UK passing marks. But his 
program has failed to surge into the top half of 
the SEC Eastern Division and he is winless on 
the bowl scene. Mumme cannot eliminate the 
gap between his team and the league heavy- 


Dennis Johnson 


weights until the Wildcats eliminate the rush- 
ing gap. Opponents nearly doubled the Cats’ 


75.5-yards-per-game average last year. 
Consecutive seasons Ken- 


“Pp tucky has lost to Florida and 
T 


ennessee the same year. 


Derek Homer’s performance last season 
was so disappointing that he was moved to 
wide receiver. Mumme has reinstalled him as 
the top running back. “The ball is in his 
hands,” Mumme says. “He's got to do it.” 

Ready to step up is Artose Pinner, who ran 
powerfully all spring and concedes nothing to 
Homer. If both of those options fail, Mumme 
will look at blazers Martez Johnson and 
Kendrick Shanklin. 

Mumme’s offensive line has never looked 
better. All five starters return, but at least two 
could lose their jobs. Center Keith Chatelain 
dominated spring drills and freshman Anto- 
nio Hall was a high school All-American. 

When does a coach get nervous with a 


90 


quarterback who leads the SEC in six passing 
categories? When he fails to show a consistent 
ability to throw long, takes 422 yards in sacks 
and throws 13 interceptions. 

Dusty Bonner will start the season as the 
Wildcats’ quarterback, but look for the faith- 
ful to begin the chant for redshirt freshman 
Jared Lorenzen if Bonner struggles. Against 
Florida, Georgia and Tennessee, 
Bonner threw seven intercep- 
tions. “Dusty’s going to spend 
more time working on play 
calls,” Mumme says. “It’s hard to 
beat experience. And Dusty’s arm 
was so much stronger during the 
spring.” Bonner has also been 
more impressive in the classroom. 
Lorenzen hurt himself by flirting 
with academic trouble. 

Receiver-by-committee is the 
rule. At least 10 receivers will con- 
tend for playing time, but three 
names should be remembered. 
Quentin McCord’s the game- 
breaker. Tight end Derek Smith 
has the surest hands. And Bobby 
Blizzard, a 6'7", 246-pound 
wideout, runs the difficult 
middle routes. 

The best thing you can say 
about the Wildcats’ rushing 
defense is that they will have 
one. There have been times when that’s 
been questionable. Coordinator Mike 
Major's defense has slowly dialed down 
the number of yards allowed from 392 to 
386 to 373 while dialing up the number 
of turnovers. 


Although defensive end Dennis John- 
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son remains the only returning starter in we 
the front four, linebackers Ryan Murphy 
and Marlon McCree excel at smashing | bE 
into smash-mouth attacks. While some } PT 
have viewed Johnson as a disappointment ah 
because of lapses in intensity, he did } tp 
deliver five sacks and six tackles for loss. | 18 
Richard Hardin and John Robinson a 
lack experience at defensive tackle, but } ss 
they are bigger and better athletes than ie 


the players they are replacing. Last year’s 
defensive front was shredded in losses to 
Florida, Georgia and Tennessee. 
Throwing the football has become a 
dangerous approach to attacking Ken- 
tucky. The Wildcats kept plugging in new 
faces and ran away with 16 interceptions. 
Follow the ball and you'll find 
Anthony Wajda. The free safety inter- 
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cepted five passes and delivered 68 jarring 
hits. Willie Gary, a three-year starter, will 
have to fight to keep Patrick Wiggins out of 
the strong safety job. And David Johnson has 
come back strongly from a broken orbital 
bone. Kenneth Grant’ seniority is no guaran- 
tee he will start every game this season. Eric 
Kelly is a stronger cover corner who broke up 
13 passes and intercepted three. And Major 
loves Derrick Tatum’s athleticism. 

Seth Hanson will have first crack to kick. 
He showed solid potential in 1998, making 
11-of-15 field goals. Hanson will try to win 
the punting job as well. 

Mumme happens to have two of the best 
return men in the SEC. Shanklin led the 
league in punt returns with a 13.5-yard aver- 
age, and Dougie Allen was averaging 30.8 
yards per kickoff return, tops in the SEC, 
until a knee injury ended his season. 

Mumme has certainly energized Kentucky 
football. But after three seasons his record at 
Kentucky is only 18-17, and two of those 
wins have come against Division I-AA oppo- 
nents. Mumme is 0-6 in games against Geor- 
gia, Florida and Tennessee, the three programs 
he must overtake to show real progress. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


25 Quentin McCord (Sr., 3) 12 Derek Abney (Fr., 0) 
72 Matt Brown (Jr., 2) 75 Sylvester Miller (So., 0) 
66 Kip Sixbery (So., 1) 58 Aaron Daniel (Sr., 3) 
57 Nolan DeVaughn (Jr. 2) 65 Keith Chatelain (So., 0) 


71 Josh Parrish (Jr., 2) 79. Tramaine Gaines (So., 0) 
74 Omar Smith (Sr., 2) 78 Matt Burke (So., 1) 

35 Derek Smith (So.,1) 41 Chase Harp (So., 1) 

15 Dusty Bonner (Jr., 2) 22 Jared Lorenzen (Fr., 0) 


42 Derek Homer (Sr., 3) 40 Artose Pinner (So., 1) 


7 Neal Brown (So., 1) 19 Gary Hughes (Jr., 0) 

89 Bobby Blizzard (So.,1) 87 Mike Beime (Jr., 2) 
Defense (7) 

41 Matt Layow (Sr., 3) 18 Otis Grigsby (So., 1) 
94 Richard Hardin (So., 1) 50 Grayson Smith (Sr., 3) 
46 John Robinson (So.,1) 99 Nick Seitze (Fr., 0) 
56 Dennis Johnson (Jr, 2) 51 Chris Demaree (Jr., 2) 
33 Chris Gayton (Jr., 2) 49 Mike Beshara (So., 1) 
59 Ryan Murphy (Jr., 2) 47 Jamal White (Jr., 2) 
30 Marlon McCree (Sr., 3) 8 Ronnie Riley (Jr., 2) 
20 Eric Kelly (Sr., 3) 3 Octavius Bond (Fr., 0) 
27 Willie Gary (Sr., 3) 29 Patrick Wiggins (Jr., 1) 
24 Anthony Wajda (Jr., 2) 2 Quentus Cumby (So., 1) 
36 Kenneth Grant (Sr., 3) 21 Derrick Tatum (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


10 Seth Hanson (Jr., 2) 
40 Seth Hanson (Jr., 2) 
23 Kendrick Shanklin (Jr., 2) 
23 Kendrick Shanklin (Jr., 2) 


1999 Record (SEC): 6-6 (4-4) 
Commonwealth Stadium (57,800) 
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oody Widenhofer hasn't tagged a 

slogan on his Vanderbilt team for a 

couple of years now, but it would 

be easy to come up with a rallying cry this 

season. Anyone who paid attention last year 

knows the Commodores’ theme for 2000 is 
to Finish What They Started. 

Widenhofer, with his next-door-neighbor 


Jimmy Williams 


charm, is quick to remind that he is welcom- 
ing back nearly every key player, including 16 
starters, from a team that flirted with a win- 
ning record and generated some bowl talk in 
1999. “Of course we expect to have a great 
year. We're as strong as we've been since I've 
been here,” Widenhofer says. 


How many yards rushing Rod- 

ney Williams (644) and Jared 

McGrath (575) combined for last 
season. They gained 1,203 in '98. 


The top two rushers are back, but the 
coaching staff is tired of letting Rodney 
Williams and Jared McGrath share the duties. 
They've decided to pick a back and run with 
him, so Williams and McGrath are locked in a 
fierce battle that probably won't be resolved 
until the week before the first kickoff. 
Williams has appeared poised to gain control 
of the position in the past because he is faster 
and more elusive. McGrath may have the 
emotional edge as his career nears an end. He 


aims to become a more well-rounded back 
since the staff is looking for a one-man show, 
and the more versatile back will likely prevail. 

The ongoing quarterback saga has been a 
thorn in Vandy’s side since the 1980s. That 
could finally change thanks to the heated 
competition going on between last year’s 
starter Greg Zolman, Florida transfer Tim 
Olmstead and redshirt freshman 
Benji Walker. 

Zolman has started 15 of the 
last 16 games, and Widenhofer 
says he expects the left-hander to 
hang onto the starting assign- 
ment. But Zolman must improve 
his accuracy with mid- to long- 
range passes, 

Olmstead’s strength is the 
deadly precision with which he 
throws the ball. Walker staged a 
standout performance in the 
spring game by throwing for 100 
yards and two touchdowns, and 
running for 29 yards on three 
carries. 

Brian Gruber, Michael Salts- 
man and Jim May all return in 
the offensive line, and there 
are high expectations at cen- 
ter, where Jamie Byrum is 
ready to step in. 

The Commodores can 
boast of some promising and talented 
young receivers. Anthony Jones has 
regained his eligibility after showing great | 16 


flashes as a true freshman in 1998. Dan Be 
Stricker was last year’s freshman sensation, | RT 
but needs to improve his consistency. M.J. | TE 
Garrett and H-back Ryan Cuffee will also os 
be in the rotation along with Markessus | RB 
House, and the Commodores are expect- 
ing an immediate contribution from prize | RE 
recruit Chris Young. NG 
Elliott Carson is back at tight end . 
where he’s started the last two years LB 
Widenhofer elevated linebackers coach | 18 
Herb Paterra to defensive coordinator a 
during the 1999 season, and the new 3-4 | eB 
scheme suddenly started to improve. The sed 


intent of the scheme is to unleash the four 
linebackers and let them wreak havoc. 
Three of the four starters are back, and 
Antuian Bradford, a hard-hitter with great 
quickness, is ready to step in for departed 
Lamont Turner, so the corps could be 
stronger than ever. 

Jamie Winborn is the star of the 
defense at inside linebacker, having led 


K 
Pp 
KR 
PR 


WR 1 Anthony Jones (So., 1) 
WR 
iT 


the SEC in tackles the last two seasons. Matt 
Stewart and Nate Morrow are a formidable 
outside linebacker tandem. 

The line isn’t as stable. Eight different play- 
ers rotated last year. The only established 
player is senior nose guard Ryan Aulds. 

The cornerback positions are in good hands, 
with Jimmy Williams, the best athlete on the 
team, and Rushen Jones, who started every 
game last year as a freshman and steadily 
developed into a solid performer. 

Jonathan Shaub, who is quick and has 
great instincts, is locked in a battle with Jerrol 
Jackson at strong safety. Free safety is up for 
grabs because Harold Lercius, who started 
every game last season, never satisfied Widen- 
hofer and secondary coach Dino Folino. 
Justin Giboney, a solid tackler with strong 
coverage skills, appears ready to take the job. 

Kicker John Markham was asked to 
assume the punting duties because of injuries 
and lack of depth, and he’s never given up the 
extra work. One player does it all on kickoff 
and punt returns, as well. Jimmy Williams, 
the fastest player on the team, is a consistent 
threat and improved Vandy’s return teams 
drastically over the past two years. 


Offense (7) 


88 Markessus House (Fr., 0) 


85 Dan Stricker (So., 1) 24 MJ. Garrett (So., 1) 
64 Brian Gruber (Sr., 3) 65 Jordan Hill (So., 1) 
72 Jim May (So., 1) 77 Darren Rothenberg (Sr., 2) 
55 Jamie Byrum (So., 1) 58 Jason Tant (Fr., 0) 
78 Michael Saltsman (Sr, 3) 61 Duncan Cave (Jr., 1) 
60 Pat Green (Jr., 2) 74 Jordan Pettit (Fr. 0) 
80 Elliott Carson (Sr., 3) 84 Tom Simone (So., 1) 
12 Greg Zolman (Jr, 2) 10 Tim Olmstead (Jr., 0) 
31 Chris Young (Fr., 0) 82 Ryan Cuffee (So., 1) 
2 Rodney Williams (Jr., 2) 33 Jared McGrath (Sr., 3) 


Defense (9) 


73 Russ Nicoll (Sr., 3) 54 Chuck Losey (Jr., 2) 

98 Ryan Aulds (Sr., 3)97 Tyler Unzicker (Jr., 2) 

93 Doyle Crosby (Jr., 2) 66 Wally Conyers (Jr., 2) 

26 Matt Stewart (Sr., 3) 59 Hunter Hillenmeyer (So., 1) 

42 Jamie Winbom (Jr, 2) 34 Mike Adam (So., 1) 

41 Antuian Bradford (Jr, 2) 90 Doug Wolford (Fr., 0) 

40 Nate Morrow (Jr., 2) 43 Brandon Walthour (So., 1) 
9 Jimmy Williams (Sr, 3) 28 Brian Taylor Ur., 2) 

14 Rushen Jones (So., 1) 5 Aaron McWhorter (So., 1) 

27 Jerrol Jackson (So., 1) 30 Jonathan Shaub (So., 1) 

23 Harold Lercius (Jr., 2) 32 Justin Giboney (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


19 John Markham (Sr., 3) 
19 John Markham (Sr., 3) 
9 Jimmy Williams (Sr., 3) 
9 Jimmy Williams (Sr., 3) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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ike Leach isn’t planning on running 
for cover. Nor is he planning on 
running much, period. “It’s no 
secret that we're going to pass the football, 
spread the field and attack the defense,” says 
Texas Tech’s new coach, who most recently 
served as the offensive coordinator at Okla- 


homa (1999) and Kentucky (1997-98). 


Shaud Williams 


When the Raiders choose to run, Williams 
is the man. But “Which Williams?” is the 
question. 


Tech has qualified for bowl 
games in each of the past 
" seven seasons, No other team in 

the Big 412 South can make that claim. 


With 1,582 yards in 1998, Ricky Williams 
was the nation’s fourth-leading rusher, but he 
injured his knee in the season opener at Ari- 
zona State and seriously aggravated it two 
weeks later to end his junior season. With a 
year’s worth of frustration and rehabilitation 
behind him, Williams says his knee is fit and 
he’s a perfect fit for Leach’s system. “He's 
given us a pro-style look,” Williams says of 
Leach. “I’m very excited about the changes.” 

If Williams stays healthy and maintains his 
lightning quickness, he can be a dangerous 
run-pass option out of the backfield. So can 
Shaud Williams, who led the Raiders in rush- 
ing last season, averaging 5.9 yards per carry. 


92 


With tackle Jonathan Gray choosing to 
enter the NFL draft, Tech's offensive line is 
one of the more unheralded units in the con- 
ference this season. 

Sophomore quarterback KIiff Kingsbury 
was probably the first person to make a last- 
ing impression on Leach. In fact, he made it 
when Leach was still at Oklahoma. In Tech's 
final game of °99, Kingsbury 
made his first start, completing 
9-of-17 passes for 259 yards and 
three touchdowns in Tech’s 
38-28 win over the Sooners. 

The Raiders appear to have a 
quality backup quarterback in 
redshirt freshman B.J. Symons, 
and the first-team wide receivers, 
Tim Baker and Derek Dorris, are 
sure-handed and steady. While 
the offensive line is not particu- 
larly imposing, Leach’s system is 
designed for quick reads and 
releases that minimize sacks. 

Tech finished in the bottom 
half of the Big 12 in rushing 
defense in 99, and the Raiders 
may be hard-pressed to turn 
those numbers around. 


line in Teckis 4-3 alignment. But overall, } py 
the defensive front does not appear to be | Re 
of the same caliber as past Tech units. c 

All three linebackers will be new i: 
starters, although former fullback 
Jonathan Hawkins is solid at one outside 
position, and Michael Wilborn is proving 
to be a big hitter in the middle. John 
Norman has the athletic ability and 
instincts to be an impact player on the } DE 
other side. Norman has added about 10 } 
pounds of muscle while maintaining his | pg 


quickness. LB 
Both starting cornerbacks are gone, but e 
seniors Antwan Alexander and Brian Gid- } ¢g 


dens saw considerable action and played 
well last season. Strong safety Mark Wash- 
ington also has proven to be a solid player. 
Without a doubt, though, the leader of 
the secondary — and probably the most 
impressive player on the defense — is 
junior free safety Kevin Curtis, who is 
making an adjustment in positioning in 
the new scheme installed by first-year 
defensive coordinator Greg McMackin. 
Curtis, who registered 153 tackles in 


35° 


ATHLON® SPORTS™ 


1999, will play further away from line of 
scrimmage in the 4-3 set. That should result 
in fewer tackles, but it doesn’t mean he won't 
make a big impact. 

“Te never paid attention to how many 
tackles I made anyway,” Curtis says. “I only 
paid attention to how many tackles I missed.” 

Both punter Eric Rosiles and kicker Chris 
Birkholz return after adequate seasons. 
Rosiles averaged 39.1 yards per punt; Birk- 
holz was a perfect 30-of-30 on extra point 
attempts, but was only 7-of-13 on field-goal 
tries. Birkholz’s range drops off considerably 
from 40 yards and beyond. 

Norman is a dangerous punt returner who 
averaged over 11 yards per return last season 
and took one 80 yards for a score. Wide 
receivers Carlos Francis and James Wegener 
are the two fastest players on the roster and 
could line up deep on kickoff returns. 

Leach’s offensive track record speaks vol- 
umes about his ability. Leach helped design 
the offense at Kentucky that made quarter- 
back Tim Couch a No. 1 pick. Oklahoma 
scored 184 points (16.7 per game) in 1998, 
the year before Leach arrived. In ’99, the 
Sooners scored 405 points (36.8 per game). 


, __ The good news is that All- 
= Big 12 candidate Kris 
¢ Kocurek returns to anchor 
8 
= the middle of the defensive Offense (6) 
WR 81 Tim Baker (Sr., 3) 87 Darrell Jones (Jr., 2) 


72 Rex Richards (So.,1) 77 Paul Erickson (Jr., 1) 
75 Jason May (Jr., 1) 67 Lance Williams (Jr., 2) 
59 Kyle Sanders (Sr., 2) 57 Matt Heider (Jr., 2) 
73 John DePasquale (Sr., 2) 62 Casey Keck (Fr., 0) 
63 J.J. Williams (So., 0) 66 Toby Cecil (Fr., 0) 
95 J.P. Jansen (Jr., 1) 84 Cole Roberts (Jr., 2) 
22 Derek Dorris (Sr., 3) 85 Dee Jackson (Sr., 3) 
16 Kliff Kingsbury (So., 1) 4 B.J. Symons (Fr., 0) 
29 Toby Shain (So., 1) Brian Morris (Fr., 0) 
2 Ricky Williams (Jr., 2) 35 Shaud Williams (So., 1) 


Defense (4) 


37 Devin Lemons (Sr., 3) 51 Lawrence Flugence (So., 1) 

76 Kris Kocurek (Sr., 3) 42. DeTwill Williams (Jr., 1) 

99 Robert Wyatt (So.,1) | 74 Lamont Anderson (So., 1) 

98 Aaron Hunt (So., 1) 93 Zeno McCoy (So., 1) 

47 Jonathan Hawkins (Sr., 3) 52 Will Culpepper (Sr., 3) 
Michael Wilborn (Sr.,0) | 53 Rusty Bucy (So., 1) 

38 John Norman (Sr., 3) 46 Reggie Savage (Sr., 3) 

30 Antwan Alexander (Sr., 3) 13 Peter Abrigg (So., 1) 

49 Mark Washington (Sr, 3) 6 Paul McClendon (Jr., 2) 

31 Kevin Curtis (Jr, 2) 33. Ryan Aycock (Fr., 0) 

21 Brian Giddens (Sr., 3) Eric Cooper (Fr., 0) 

Special Teams 

49 Chris Birkholz (Sr., 2) 

36 Eric Rosiles (Sr., 1) 

82 Carlos Francis (Fr., 0) 

38 John Norman (Sr., 3) 


James Wegener (Jr., 0) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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BYU 


Cougars 


aVell Edwards’ empire seemed to be 
eo BYU lost their final three 
games for the first time in his 28 years, 
and the school’s administration demanded 
that Edwards make staff changes. 
The changes were rather subtle, and when 
spring practice ended in late March, Edwards 
was pronouncing the Cougars cured. Now 


Margin Hooks 


that they have stopped worrying so much 
about themselves, they can start stressing 
about 2000: Florida State, Virginia, Missis- 
sippi State and Syracuse, all in the first six 
weeks of the season. “We're going to be OK,” 
offensive coordinator Lance Reynolds says, 


“but I don’t know if we're going to be OK 


right at the beginning.” 
© and Brandon Doman threw a 
total of six passes in 1999 while 
backing up Kevin Feterik. Charlie 
Peterson had no attempts. 


Quarterbacks Bret Engemann 


Luke Staley was the MWC Freshman of 
the Year. Fahu Tahi rushed for 445 yards. Yet 
BYU's backfield is a major question. Staley is 
recovering from knee and shoulder injuries 
and may redshirt, and Tahi is considering 
leaving on a church mission before the sea- 
son. Without Staley and Tahi, BYU would 
turn to veterans such as fullback Kalani 
Sitake, a returning starter, and Will Snowden, 


while hoping for immediate help from junior 
college transfer Brian McDonald and fresh- 
man Marcus Whalen. The offensive line’s 
improvement is probably more important 
than who is carrying the ball. BYU ranked 
99th in the country in rushing at 101.5 yards 
a game. 
After being whipped by the defensive line 
=» _ in the first spring scrimmage, the 
offensive line made progress. 
Guard Teag Whiting, tackles 
Dustin Rykert, Aaron McCub- 
bins and Ford Poston and center 
Jason Scukanec will make BYU 
more athletic up front. 

So the remaining question is 
which quarterback the Cougars 
will offer up to Florida State, 
Mississippi State and the rest. 
The top candidates are Bret 
Engemann and Charlie Peterson. 
The job remains open, making 
this one of the few seasons in 
recent history when BYU has not 
had at least a probable starter 
going into August. 

The receivers are the best part 
of the offense. Seniors Mar- 
gin Hooks, Ben Horton and 
Jonathan Pittman combined 
for 132 catches, and senior 
tight end Tevita Ofahengaue 
keeps improving. 

The Cougars were lousy at running the 
football, but they were excellent at stop- 
ping the run. That shouldn't change. | 
Sure, they lost middle linebacker Rob } 1 
Morris, but the Cougars were as tough as 
ever while Morris was missing four games 
because of injury. 

Senior tackles Chris Hoke and Hans } 
Olsen join linebackers Justin Ena, Josh 
Lowe, Isaac Kelly and Jeff Holtry as the 
primary run stoppers. Holtry is coming 
back from a knee injury and Lowe is 
questionable with a back problem, but 
defensive coordinator Ken Schmidt 
expects them to play. 

Morris and departed end Byron Frisch 
were BYU's best pass rushers, but senior | 
end Setema Gali, Jr. is in their class. His } 
quickness makes him an effective upfield hi 
rusher and allowed him to post seven 
sacks. At the other end, junior Ryan Den- 
ney and converted tight end Brett Keisel 
were the discoveries of the spring. 

The secondary features senior free 
safety Jared Lee (four interceptions). 


Gaylon Wampler 


WR 414 Margin Hooks (Sr, 3 
tT 69 Aaron Mecuta Gr 2) 79 Dustin Rykert(So., 1) 
LG 54 Teag Whiting (i, 0) 

| C 68 Jason Scukanec (Jr., 2) 
RG ea een: ., 3) 


hi WR 88 Ben Horton (Sr, 3) 


DE 92 Ryan Denney (it, 2) 
RT 58 Chris Hoke (St, 3) 
iy 72 Hans Olsen ( 3) 
DE 99. 
“LB 55 Justin Ena (Jr, 

LB 41 Isaac Kelley (It, 1) 
LB 51 Josh Lowe (St. 3) 
CB 2 Jemaro Gilford (So., 1) 
SS 6 Dustin Staley (Jr, 1) 

| FS 9 Jared Lee (Sr, 1) 

| CB 21 Michael Lafite (Sr, 4) 


PR 
it! a 
(#) Indicates number of! returning starters 
BOLD ji 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: LaVell Edwards 
2000 Prediction: 3rd MWC 


Junior Dustin Staley (Luke’s brother) is steady 
at strong safety, and sophomore Jernaro Gil- 
ford established himself at one corner in the 
spring. Now, BYU needs junior college trans- 
fers Danny Phillips and Derrus Wilson to fill 
the other position. 

“If we get those guys to come through for 
us, we should be pretty solid,” Schmidt says. 

Owen Pochman is easily the league's best 
kicker, having made 18-of-25 field goals as a 
junior. He was equally efficient from all 
ranges. BYU will miss punter Jesse Sowards 
and his 44-yard average, but junior college 
transfer Aaron Edmonds should be adequate. 

The return of Mike Rigell will help BYU’s 
return game. He will join Hooks in trying to 
replace specialist Jaron Dabney. 

BYU also will have to cut down on oppo- 
nents’ averages of 25.2 yards on kickoff 
returns and 10.9 yards on punt returns. 

Edwards will turn 70 on Oct. 11. If the 
Cougars are 2-4 or worse by then, the sug- 
gestions that he retire will become increas- 
ingly loud. Even a successful season could 
lead Edwards to step down, even though he 
signed a five-year contract last October. In 
any case, this will be an intriguing year. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (6) 
85 Todd Barker (So., 4) 


78 Brandon MoFerren (So., 0) 
64 Scott Jackson (Fr., 0) 
72 Isaac Herring (So., 1) 
65 Ben Archibald (So., 1) 
Ofahenga Sr., 3) 87 Doug Jolley (Jr., 2) 
} it Engemar 47 Charlie Peterson (Jr., 2) 
i (So 6 Luke Staley (So., 1) 
34 Kalani Sitake (Sr, 3) 39. Mike Nielson (Jr., 1) 
5 Jonathan Pittman (Sr., 1) 


Defense (7) 


97 Brett Keisel (Jr., 0) 
74 Jimmy Betham (So., 1) 
98 Chris Watkins (So., 1) 
94 Jeff Cowart (S0., 0) 
50 Kahau Enos (Fr., 0) 
45 Jeff Holtry (Sr., 1) 
46 Colby Bockwoldt (Fr., 0) 
12 Elton Tripp (Jr., 0) 

_ 24 Elan Edwards (Sr., 1) 
34. Kurt Elliott (Fr., 0). 

18 Alex Farris (Fr., 0 ) 


Special Teams 


3) 
ema Gali Jr (St, 3) 


K 27 Owen Pochman (Sr, 3) 


29 Aaron Edmonds (Jr, 0) 

31 Paul Peterson (Jt, 1) 

_ Mike’ Rigell Ir. 0) 
returning starters 


1999 Record (MWC): 8-4 (5-2) 
Cougar Stadium (65,000) 


93 


outhern Miss has spent a dominant 
four seasons in Conference USA. The 
Golden Eagles have won three of the 
league's four titles and gone 21-2 in C-USA 
play, narrowly missing out on another league 
championship in 1998. 
Coach Jeff Bower has built C-USA’s peren- 
nial power by, as he says, doing the bulk of his 


recruiting on a single tank of gas. 

“We are hitting Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and the Florida panhandle,” Bower 
says. “There are always enough good players 
there if we do our homework.” 


In four seasons in Confer- 

ence USA, the Golden Eagles 

have been unbeatable at home, 

winning each of their 12 league 
games. 


The unpleasant news for Southern Miss 
opponents is that junior Derrick Nix, the best 
running back in the conference, should have 
the best season of his career this fall. Nix is 
expected to be more of a threat in a less pre- 
dictable offense, one that will utilize the short 
passing game. 

In the new system, which is being installed 
by first-year offensive coordinator Chris Kle- 
nakis, sophomore tackles Jeremy Bridges and 
Torrin Tucker will be instrumental in the 
scheme’s failure or success. Bridges (6'5", 


94 


Golden Eagles 


305) and Tucker (6'6", 315) will be out “on 
an island” according to Klenakis, and must 
pass protect every down. 

If Bridges and Tucker do their jobs, junior 
quarterback Jeff Kelly will have ample time to 
set his feet and find his receivers. Dannye 
Fowler and Shawn Mills will be Kelly's go-to 
guys. Fowler gained significant playing time 
last year behind NFL draft picks 
Sherrod Gideon and Todd 
Pinkston and is a possession 
receiver. Mills has speed, quick- 
ness and the ability to make big 
yards after the catch. 

Often criticized last season for 
his inability to throw tight, crisp 
spirals, Kelly still got the job 
done. He is calm under pressure 
and a playmaker. 

Seniors Cedric and DeQuincy 
Scott will anchor a defensive 
front that should be stronger 
than last year’s. And last year’s 
USM defensive front was largely 
responsible for opponents aver- 
aging 91.5 yards rushing. 

Cedric Scott is the preseason 
favorite to win the league's 
Defensive Player of the Year 
honors. Scott, at 6'5”, 278, is 
the most athletic player on 
the line, someone the Golden 
Eagles will move around to keep offenses 
guessing. 

DeQuincy Scott also has pro potential, 
although it seems that professional base- 
ball, not football, will be his best sport. 
Scott, who homered four times in last 
years NCAA baseball regional, is a big 
playmaker on defense who missed spring 
practice to play first base for the Golden 
Eagle baseball team. 

Senior tackle Daleroy Stewart showed a 
knack for the big play, registering 11 tack- 
les for loss and a blocked kick though 
starting just five games. 

Junior Roy Magee will be the most 
experienced starter at linebacker, a posi- 
tion that raises the most questions for the 
Golden Eagles. Magee is a playmaker, 
someone who just seems to be in the right 
place to make stops at all times. But sev- 
eral newcomers are likely to play along- 
side him, including true freshmen Skylor 
Magee and Joe Scott, and redshirt fresh- 
man Darris McKenzie. 

Senior safety Leo Barnes leads another 
experienced defensive backfield. Barnes, 


Dave Preston 


u 
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WR 11 John Floyd (So., 1) 


. 81 Dannye Fowler (Jr., 2) 
WR 83 Shawn Mills (Sr., 4) 


NT 78 DeQuincy Scott (Sr., 3) 


Head Couch; Jeff Bower 
2000 Prediction: 2nd C-USA 


junior safety Chad Williams and senior cor- 
nerback Raymond Walls started for last year's 
Liberty Bowl champions. 

Barnes, a two-year starter, returned an 
interception 60 yards for a touchdown in the 
closing minutes to preserve a 39-22 win over 
East Carolina. 

Williams is the hardest hitter in the sec- 
ondary. He is a steady player and someone 
whose consistent performances are sometimes 
overlooked, but he is a key figure in what 
should be a solid unit. 

The newcomer, as a starter, will be senior 
Keon Moore, who received significant time as 
a backup last season. Moore is a solid cover 
corner who can run. 

Junior Brant Hanna adds experience as a 
placekicker. Limited to kickoff duties as a 
freshman, he moved into a starting role in 
1999 and connected on 11-of-18 attempts. 
He has made field goals in the clutch and has 
decent leg strength. 

Sophomore Mark Haulman assumes the 
punting duties. He lacks experience, having 
punted only twice in his career, but Haulman 
started one game as a freshman and con- 
nected on six of seven extra-point tries. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


6 Corey Hosey (So., 1) 
73 Jeremy Bridges (So.,1) 75 Jason Jimenez (So., 0) 
55 Billy Clay (Sr., 1) 63. Dennis Evans (Sr., 0) 
67 Zeb Landers (So., 1) 74 Jim Hicks (Fr., 0) 

66 Tré Chambers (So.,1) 72 Dan Reber (So., 0) 

76 Torrin Tucker (So., 1) 68 Adam Gardner (Fr., 0) 
88 Buck Miciotto (So.,1) 84 Oriando Dantzler (Jr., 2) 
17 Jeff Kelly (Jr, 2) 10 Bobby Gamer (So., 4) 
43 Derrick Nix (Jr., 2) 22 Dawayne Woods (Jr., 2) 
13 Steve Bourquard (So., 1) 
82 LeRoy Handy (So., 1) 


. Defense (6) 
96 Cedric Scott (Sr., 3) 41 Deric Scott (Sr., 3) 


93 Gerald Mumford (Sr., 3) 
98. John Nix (Sr., 3) 


90 Daleroy Stewart (Sr., 3) 
95 Marchene Hatchett (Jr., 0) 56 Brian Evans (Fr., 0) 


48 Chris Langston (So., 1) 
50 Darris McKenzie (Fr., 0) 
25 Roy Magee (Jr, 2) 
21 Keon Moore (Sr., 2) 
20 Leo Bames (Sr., 3) 
9 Chad Williams (Jr, 2) 3. Joey Pinkston (Sr., 1) 
19 Raymond Walls (Sr, 3) | 12 Daryon Brutley Ur. 2) 
Special Teams 
37 Brant Hanna (Jr., 2) 
23 Mark Haulman (So., 1) 
83 Shawn Mills (Sr., 1) 
83 Shawn Mills (Sr., 1) 


39 Anthony Chapman (Sr., 2) 
42 Derek Delmarter (So., 1) 
36 Zaid Houston (Sr., 3) 

29 Corey Yates (So., 1) 

27 Byron Gill (Sr., 2) 


i 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


19899 Record (C-USA): 9-3 (6-0) 
MLM. Roberts Stadium (22,000) 
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he San Joaquin Valley in central Califor- 

nia is noted for its rich, fertile farmland. 

And in recent years, one of its best 
“crops” has been the recruiting hauls of Fresno 
State football coach Pat Hill. Thanks to those 
recruiting classes, Hill led Fresno State to a 
share of the Western Athletic Conference title 
and a Las Vegas Bowl berth last season. 


The Bulldogs are still a relatively young 
team with just eight seniors departing. And 
nine players who earned some sort of all-WAC 
honors a year ago, including four first teamers 
— defensive tackle Alan Harper, linebacker 
Orlando Huff, safety Anthony Limbrick and 
wide receiver Rodney Wright — return in 
2000. “We're starting to mature now,” Hill 
says. “I think we'll be a good team. The backs 
and the line should be good for us. But we've 
got to have a good fall camp and get our con- 
sistency and timing down quickly.” 


-® How many more sacks 
Fresno State registered than 
its opponents. ‘ 


The Bulldogs had to go through spring 
practice without starting tailback Paris Gaines 
and starting fullback Akka-Ar Moses because 
of injuries. Gaines, who rushed for 662 yards 
and three touchdowns, suffered a knee injury 
in the 17-16 Las Vegas Bowl loss to Utah. 
He's expected to be back at full strength by 


fall. Moses is coming back from foot surgery. 

The offensive line should be much better 
with the return of left tackle Joe Schey, who 
went down with a broken foot after three 
games, and All-WAC-caliber left guard 
Ahmad Bhatti, who also played just three 
games because of a broken finger. Guard Rus- 
sell Harding returns after a two-year rehab 
from a severe knee injury. Center 
Rodney Michael, right tackle 
Kevin Jordan and right guard 
Mike Stovall all are returning 
starters. “It could be our best 
offensive line since I’ve been 
here,” Hill says. 

Even without departed QB 
Billy Volek, Hill believes the 
Bulldogs’ passing game “should 
be improved.” Thar tells you all 
you need to know how high Hill 
is on quarterback David Carr. 
“David has a strong arm and is 
very talented himself,” Hill says. 

The Bulldogs have the best pair 
of wideouts in the WAC in 
Wright, who had 68 receptions 
for 1,007 yards, and Charles 
Smith, a second team All- 
WAC pick as a return special- 
ist who had 52 catches. 
Marque Davis and Bernard 
Berrian were impressive in 
spot duty. Despite several key injuries, 
Fresno State's offensive line yielded just 
13 quarterback sacks. 

The defense should shine. Until the 
bowl game, when Utah gained 334 yards 
on the ground, run defense was a 
strength. Fresno State held TCU standout 
tailback LaDainian Tomlinson to just 49 
yards on 20 carries. “Except for the Utah 
game, we were very, very good,” Hill says. 
“And with just about everybody back up 
front a year older and stronger, we should 
be even better this year.” 

The defensive line will be led by tack- 
les Harper, who had 14 tackles for loss, 
and Thabiti Lockhart. 

The strength of the team is a veteran 
linebacking group led by middle line- 
backer Tim Skipper, a two-time All-WAC 
pick despite his size (5'7", 200). Outside 
linebacker Huff has NFL size and ability, 
while Giachino Chiaramonte was honor- 
able mention All-WAC. 

The Bulldogs rolled up 29 quarterback 
sacks a year ago and should do even better 
this year. 


Peter Brouillet 
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The secondary loses cornerback Payton 
Williams, but Hill is extremely high on his 
replacement, Marcellus Armstrong. “He 
could be as good as any corner weve had 
since I've been here,” Hill says. 

The rest of the secondary, which includes 
free safety Limbrick and strong safety Vernon 
Fox, returns intact. Devon Banks, a part-time 
starter, returns at the other corner spot. 

If there’s an area of concern for Hill, it’s spe- 
cial teams. All-WAC kicker Jeff Hanna gradu- 
ated as did punter Joel Comfort. And when 
the Bulldogs open the season at the Horse- 
shoe at Ohio State, they'll likely have a fresh- 
man kicker and a juco transfer punting for 
the first time in a Division I-A game. 

At least two candidates, including fresh- 
man punter Jesse Harmon, will battle in the 
fall for kicking duties while Jason Simpson 
will likely be the punter. Smith and Wright 
give the Bulldogs two dangerous return men. 

Despite rebuilding his first three years, Hill 
already enters the season as the active WAC 
coaching leader with a 15-8 (.652) record. 
He figures to improve on that mark quite a 
bit in the next few years, since he seems to be 
building something special at Fresno. 


Offense (6) 


18 Charles Smith (Jr., 2) 8 Marque Davis (So., 1) 
75 Joe Schey (So., 1) 70. Justin Brown (Fr., 0) 

61 Ahmad Bhatti (Sr., 1) 66 Delon Kelly (So., 0) 

72 Rodney Michael (So.,1) 55 Mike Stovall (Jr., 2) 

55 Mike Stovall (Jr., 2) 57 Russell Harding (So., 1) 
53 Kevin Jordan (Sr., 2) 79 Mike Painchaud (Fr., 0) 
80 Billy Jack Pierce (Jr., 2) 82 Jessie Watson (Jr. 1) 


1 Paris Gaines (Jr. 2) 28 James Tillman (So., 1) 
3 Akka-Ar Moses (Sr., 2) 47 Del Hawkins (Fr., 0) 
15 David Carr (Jr., 2) 10 Jeff Grady (So., 1) 
17 Rodney Wright (Sr., 2) 5 Bernard Berrian (So., 1) 
Defense (9) 


95 Justin Johnson (Sr., 3) 
98 Alan Harper (Jr., 2) 
99 Thabiti Lockhart (Sr., 2) 
59 Jake Probst (Jr., 0) 91 Jason Stewart (So., 1) 
49 Orlando Huff (Sr., 1) 9 Tyrell Grayson (Sr., 2) 
51 Tim Skipper (Sr., 3) 44 Maurice Rodriguez (Jr., 1) 
48 Giachino Chiaramonte (St, 3)40 Sam Williams (So., 1) 
29 Marcellus Armstrong (So., 1)27 Dante Marsh (Sr., 2) 
33 Vernon Fox (Jr. 2) 26 Bryce McGill (Fr., 0) 
25 Anthony Limbrick (St, 2) 13 Terence Brown (Sr., 1) 
19 Devon Banks (Jr., 2) 36 Lawrence Deck (Sr., 3) 
Special Teams 

23 Jesse Harmon (Fr., 0) 

Jason Simpson (Jr., 0) 


17 Rodney Wright (Sr., 2) 
17 Rodney Wright (Sr., 2) 


97 Brian Morris (Fr., 0) 
91 Jason Stewart (So., 1) 
94 Grant Harrington (Jr., 1) 


18 Charles Smith (Jr., 2) 
18 Charles Smith (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Pittsburgh 


Panthers 


sk Pittsburgh coach Walt Harris 
A about his program’s bright spots and 

he'll point out the construction of a 
football complex. He'll point to the city’s new 
stadium, which the Panthers will share with 
the NFL Steelers in 2001. What he doesn’t 
immediately point to is the 2000 club, which 
may speak volumes about his team’s prospects 


Antonio Bryant 


for this season. 

“We've got 22 seniors and five coaches to 
replace,” he finally says. “And in order to be 
successful, we've got to run the ball ata higher 
level and prevent the bombs. We've got a lot 
of work.” 

Building, it seems, is the first order of busi- 
ness in the Steel City. 


D srrver of receiving yards 
SS : averaged by Pittsburgh 


receiver Latef Grim in 1999. 


Tailback Kevan Barlow was named to the 
All-Big East second team. The reason: The 
league’s coaches saw talent in the big back. 
Barlow was plagued with a midseason ankle 
injury, but still finished with 630 yards. This 
season, he and fellow senior Nick Goings, a 
former transfer from Ohio State, will have to 
stay injury-free to make the power game 
work. Sophomore Torrie Cox may play to 
add speed. Dustin Picciotti, Pittsburgh's top 
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The trick is to simply get the ball close 


recruit, may finally do away with the team’s 
three-headed approach at fullback. 

Along the offensive line, the Panthers have 
three and a half starters returning. The “half” 
belongs to left tackle Mark Browne, who was 
a starter in 1998 but sat out last season with 
a left shoulder injury. He'll have to come 
through because even though Bryan Ander- 
son (a tenacious right guard) and 
Khiawatha Downey (a 
“slimmed” 295-pound right 
tackle) are talented returning 
starters, they are only sopho- 
mores. Senior center Jeff McCur- 
ley, who has played in every game 
of his college career, will make 
the calls. 

If Harris were an addict, his 

vice would be quarterbacks. He 
needs them to survive. (“You 
cant play at a high level,” he says, 
“without a quarterback.) Yet the 
coach had to go all spring with- 
out David Priestley, who threw 
for 407 yards last season against 
Virginia Tech. He was one of the 
hottest quarterbacks in the 
nation before a season-end- 
ng shoulder injury. That 
gave rival John Turman all 
the spring repetitions in the 
QB battle. 


to the wideouts. Latef Grim and Antonio 
Bryant form one of the Big East's top 
receiving corps. Grim, a two-time first- 
team Big East selection, averaged 6.8 
catches last season and led the Big East in 
receiving yards. Bryant, now a sopho- 
more, showed a lot of upside when he 
burned Virginia Tech for 215 yards on a 


Aaeeaaeessg 


Big East-record 13 catches. DE 

Pittsburgh will be looking to its line- ot 
backers to cover for a shaky defensive line. } pg 
Injuries kept tackles Mike White and Joe | 1B 
Conlin out of spring ball. That meant - 
two redshirt freshmen — big bodies Dar- } og 
rell McMurray and Penny Semaia — had } FS 
to take over inside. 3 


Bryan Knight, Pittsburgh’s best pass 
rusher, does return at end. (Thats a 
switch for him after playing both wide 
receiver and rush linebacker his first cou- 
ple of seasons.) Ryan Smith, a sophomore 
who was recruited by Pittsburgh as a line- 
backer, will replace Julian Graham at the 
other end. 

The linebacking corps is more’ solid. 


uz 
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Head Coach: Walt Harris 
2000 Prediction: Sth Big East 


SporRTS™ 


Harris has depth (seven lettermen). His only 
question is the health of middle linebacker 
Ryan Gonsales, a hard-nosed run-stopper 
who had 20 tackles against Penn State before 
suffering a knee injury. If Gonsales is good to 
go, either Amir Purifoy or impressive Gerald 
Hayes and Brian Beinecke should provide 
good support at strong and weak sides, 
respectively. 

Ramon Walker, a fierce-hitting free safety, 
is Pitt's lone bright spot in the secondary. 
Around Walker, though, the Panthers look to 
be in trouble. Demetrious Rich, expected to 
return as a starting cornerback, was dismissed 
before spring ball. A committee of sopho- 
mores — Shawn Robinson, Robb Butler and 
Taron Gray — and promising freshman 
William Ferguson will now have to be 
depended on at the cornerback spots. Mean- 
while, at strong safety, converted running 
back Brandon Williams and scrappy Mark 
Ponko are in a battle for the starting job. 

With many positions to be filled, Harris 
will need lots of help with his special teams. 

“We'll have a new punter, a new snapper 
and new returners,” says the coach. “All will 
have to step up.” 


Depth Chart 


Offense (6) 

80 Antonio Bryant (So.,1) 86 Lamar Slade (So., 1) 
73 Mark Browne (Sr.,1) 75 Matt Morgan (Fr., 0) 
74. Jon Schall (Fr., 0) 54_ Nick Pietracatello (Fr., 0) 
“60 Jeff McCurley (Sr, 3) 64 Chad Reed (So., 1) 
77 Bryan Anderson (So., 1) 68 Timothy Robertson (Sr., 1) 
72 Khiawatha Downey (So., 1)70 Joe Manganello (So., 1) 
23 Brennan Carroll (Jr, 1) 95 Mike Bosnic (Jr., 2) 
40 John Turman (St.,1) 11. David Priestley (Jr., 4) 
43 Kevan Barlow (Sr., 3) 5 Torrie Cox (So., 1) 

Dustin Picciotti (Fr.,0) 40 Mark Moothart (Jr., 2) 
83 Latef Grim (Sr., 2) 84 RJ. English (Jr, 2) 


Defense (5) 


58 Ryan Smith (So., 1) 91 Nigel Neal (Sr., 1) 
63 Darrell McMurray (Fr.,0) 66 Penny Semaia (Fr., 0) 
56 Brandon Dewey (Jr. 2) 97 Mike White (Sr., 2) 
57 Bryan Knight (Jr., 2) 90 Claude Harriott (Fr. 0) 
51 Gerald Hayes (So., 1) 9 Amir Purifoy (Jt., 2) 
55 Ryan Gonsales (Jr, 2) 41 Scott McCurley (So., 1) 
15 Brian Beinecke (So.,1) 39. Nick Cole (Jr., 2) 
27 William Ferguson (Fr.,0) 7 Shawn Robinson (So., 1) 
25 Ramon Walker (So.,1) © 17 Corey Humphries (Fr., 0) 
34 Brendon Williams (Jr., 2) 14 Mark Ponko (Jr, 2) 

3 Taron Gray (So.,1) 20 Robb Butler (So., 1) 

Special Teams 

35 Nick Lotz (Ur., 2) 
48 Jay Junko (So., 4) 

5 Torrie Cox (So., 1) 
87 Tim Stein (Sr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big East): 5-6 (2-5) 
Three Rivers Stadium (59,600) 
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Arizona State 
Sun Devils 


ecalling that the Sun Devils have won 
wap only 11 of 23 games the past two years, 
Arizona State coach Bruce Snyder says, 
“We've been burned by high expectations. 
We've learned that we've got to go make things 
happen.” 
Snyder hopes that a more demanding 
spring practice, a re-focusing of priorities, and 


Todd Heap 


a new spirit provided by new leadership will 
result in more consistent play. 

Running back Delvon Flowers has more 
natural running instincts than predecessor 
J.R. Redmond and should have a banner sea- 
son if he’s eligible; he sat out spring drills to 
concentrate on academics. Flowers is a glider 
with deceptive speed who makes tacklers 


miss. 
& Arizona State’s turnover dif- 
ferential. The major culprit was 
16 interceptions. 


Flowers will be running behind a new full- 
back in converted linebacker Stephen Trejo 
and a revamped offensive line. Victor Leyva 
returns at right tackle, but left guard Levi 
Jones, a recruited walk-on, has moved to left 
tackle. Snyder and new offensive line coach 
George Yarno may not decide on how the 
interior trio will look until they see if redshirt 
freshman Regis Crawford is ready to start at 
center. The middle of the line was a trouble 


spot last year and was a major factor in the 
team’s lack of a consistent running game. 

The passing game starts with the health of 
senior quarterback Ryan Kealy, who missed 
spring drills recovering from knee surgery. 
With the possibility of three new wide 
receivers playing prominent roles, the Devils 
will need Kealy’s experience. But his fragility 
had Snyder planning to play the 
year without him. Jeff Krohn and 
Matt Cooper emerged from a 
quartet of candidates this spring 
as the players to challenge Kealy. 

Whoever does take the snaps 
will find sensational tight end 
Todd Heap, who earned third- 
team All-America honors after 
becoming the first tight end to 
lead ASU in receiving in 11 years. 

Heap emerged in large part 
because the wide receiving corps 
was weak. The Devils will need 
junior college transfer Donnie 
O’Neal and redshirt freshman 
Shaun McDonald to come up 
big in order for the offense to 
have some explosiveness. 

A major concern for Ari- 
zona State is the defensive 
line, which will have at least 
three new starters. Will ath- 
; = letic end Mike Pinkard 
mature enough to play every down hard? 
Is Tommie Townsend now ready for a 
starting job? Has returning end Quincy 
Yancy already peaked? Will the junior 
college transfer tackles Danny Masaniai 
and Paul Glass be ready? They both weigh 
over 300 pounds and are the type of wide 
bodies coaches like plugging the middle. 

Sophomore strong side linebacker 
Matt Unck may be lost for the upcoming 
season after reconstructive surgery on his 
knee. Senior Adam Archuleta (weak side) 
and sophomore Solomon Bates (middle) 
are quick enough to compensate for a 
lack of protection up front, but the run 
defense is at its best when there's at least 
one tackle who draws double teams. 

Archuleta, a candidate for Pac-10 


Defensive Player of the Year, led the ; 


RG 69 Kyle Kosier (Jr., 1) 79 


SLB 10 Eric elds (Jr., 2) 93 
MLB 44 Solomon Bates (So., 1) 38 
WLB40 Adam Archuleta (Sr, 3) 10 
LC 2 Machtier Clay (So.,1) 22 
SS 37 Willie Daniel (Jr., 2) 28 
FS 39 Alfred Williams (So.,1) 18 Craig Koontz (Sr., 4) 
RC 24 Nijrell Eason (Sr., 1) 5 


and Courtney Palmore. Eason is a former 
juco All-American who has NFL size at 6'1", 
204 pounds. Williams is coming off a ham- 
string injury that kept him out of the Aloha 
Bowl. The Devils are hopeful that they're 
ready for bump-and-run coverage. 

Safeties Daniel and Williams need to 
improve their coverage skills. ASU’s safeties 
had but three interceptions in ’99. Like the 
run defense, the secondary has cut down on 
big plays. Of course, the pass defense is at the 
mercy of the pass rush, and the Sun Devils 
were looking in the spring for a pass rusher. 

Kicker Stephen Baker missed spring prac- 
tice for personal reasons, and his return was 
doubtful. Snyder signed Travis Cloyd of 
Englewood, Colo., to replace him. Junior 
punter Nick Murphy was erratic his first year, 
but the job is his if he finds consistency 

The Devils will turn to Flowers as the top 
kickoff return man and Davaren Hightower 
as the punt returner. Hightower had a 78- 
yard touchdown return against Stanford. 

With pressure to produce a major bowl 
team, Snyder must marshall all his expertise 
as a top running game coach to take the pres- 
sure off his quarterback and defense. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


WR 7 Richard Williams (Sr, 1) 19 Ryan Dennard (Jr., 1) 


78 Levi Jones (Jr., 2) 74 Damien Niko (Fr., 0) 
76 Kenneth Williamson (Sr., 1)69 Kyle Kosier (Jr., 1) 
53 Scott Peters (Jr., 2) 70 Regis Crawford (Fr., 0) 
Marquise Muldrow (Sr., 0) 
75 Victor Leyva (Sr., 3) 72 Brandon Macias (Fr., 0) 
80 Todd Heap (Jr., 2) 89 Jason Moore (Sr., 1) 

6 Donnie O'Neal (Jr., 0) 12 Brian Forth (Sr., 3) 

8 Ryan Kealy (Sr., 3) 22 Jeff Krohn (Fr., 0) 
30 Stephen Trejo (Sr., 3) 47 Darrel Turner (So., 1) 

3 Delvon Flowers (Sr., 1) 9 Davaren Hightower (Jr., 2) 


Defense (5) 


91 Quincy Yancy (Sr., 3) 97 Brian Montesanto (Fr., 0) 
59 Kurt Wallin (Jr., 1) 92 Danny Masaniai (Jr., 0) 


99 Tommie Townsend (Jr., 1) 98 James Beal (So., 0) 
86 Mike Pinkard (So., 1) 55 Josh Amobi (So., 1) 


Elza Gennicks (Jr., 1) 
Scott Rogers (Jr., 0) 

Eric Fields (Jr., 2) 
Courtney Palmore (Jr., 1) 
Patrick Wilson (So., 1) 


Kenny Williams (Sr., 1) 
Special Teams 
Travis Cloyd (Fr., 0) 


league in tackles for loss with 21. 

Junior strong safety Willie Daniel sup- 
ports the run well, and sophomore free 
safety Alfred Williams is a big hitter. 

There'll be two new cornerbacks with 
Nijrell Eason and Machtier Clay trying to 
hold off Kenny Williams, Christon Rance 


P = 35 Nick Murphy (Jr., 1) 

KR 3 Delvon Flowers (Sr., 1) 

PR 9 Davaren Hightower (Jr., 2) 

(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Pac-10); 6-6 (5-3) 
Sun Devil Stadium (73,379) 


Head Coach: Bruce Snyder 
2000 Prediction: 6th Pac-i0 
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Rockets 


oledo coach Gary Pinkel has nothing 
T against a new season. It’s just that by 

the end of the 1999 edition, his Rock- 
ets had clearly regained the winning formula 
that had made them the most successful Mid- 
American Conference football program in the 
1990's, Following Toledo's 45-21 victory over 
MAC West division champion Western 


Chester Taylor 


Michigan on the final day of the season last 
year, it was clear that Toledo was surging. The 
squad won its final three games against teams 
that at the time were ahead in the conference 
standings. 

But, that aside, Pinkel is eager to see what 
his troops can do this fall. Toledo will be back 
with 18 returning starters, which includes 
players at tailback, quarterback, all the wide 
receiver positions and the entire defensive 
line. 


Toledo won 54 conference 

games in the 1990s, which 

represented the most by any 
league school. 


“We're all excited,” Pinkel says. “The team’s 
excited, the players are excited. It’s encourag- 
ing that we have a lot of players back.” 

Senior tailback Chester Taylor leads a 
superb trio of tailbacks. Despite playing most 
of last season two sprained ankles, Taylor was 
dazzling in 1999, gaining 1,176 yards and 


98 


averaging 6.5 yards per carry. Junior William 
Bratton is a rugged, plodding runner who 
gained 486 yards last year. Junior Antwon 
McCray stepped in the rotation when Taylor 
was hurt, and the running game hardly 
missed a beat. McCray gained 424 yards and 
averaged 5.9 yards per carry. 

The improvement on the offensive line last 
year was a big reason for Toledo's 
late-season surge. Not only did 
the line create gaping holes for 
Toledo’ tailbacks, but it also did 
a fine job of protecting the quar- 
terbacks, yielding just eight sacks. 
Only one player will have to be 
replaced, and the four veterans 
will be led by a pair of 305- 
pound seniors in Jim Harding 
and Michael Schaefer. 

Junior quarterback Tavares 
Bolden is back after throwing 
eight touchdowns and _ passing 
for 1,354 yards last season. He's 
also a dangerous runner; he 
totaled 365 yards on the ground 
last year, averaging 5.6 yards per 
carry. Bolden will have plenty of 
targets from which to choose. 
! Everyone is back, includ- 
ing seniors Mel Long and 
Lyle Green. Long, who had 
47 receptions and four 


Toledo SID 


: 4 WR 88 Miquel Irvin (So., 1) 4 Jason Freeman (Fr., 0) 
touchdowns in 1999, has caught at least LT 79 Noah Swartz (So. 1) 75 Archie Godfrey (So., 0) 
one pass in every game he has played } te 60 Chris Tuminello (So., 1) 63 Jovan lich (Sr., 2) 


(35), which is tied for the longest current 
streak in the nation. Green caught 35 
passes and scored three touchdowns out 
of the R-Back position. Jason Spiece and 
Greg Grothous will work out of the tight 
end spot. 

Last year the unit as a whole ranked 
second in the MAC in total defense, scor- 
ing defense and rushing defense. With 


eight starters returning, including seniors ee 
DeJuan Goulde at defensive end and } 1B 
Kevin Rollins at linebacker, the defense | 8 
should be formidable once again. Goulde = 
and Rollins together combined for 35 } cs 

FS 


tackles for loss and 21 sacks to pace the 
Rocket defense. 

Joining Goulde up front are five 
returning juniors: Jake McLean, Leo 
Frierson, David Bockmore, Phil Gibson 
and Sameer Hamood. Joining Rollins at 
linebacker will be David Gardner, Tom 
Ward and Jason Manson on the inside. 
Ira Singleton returns at rover, where he 
was fourth on the team with 72 tackles 


° 
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PR 


ATHLON® 


WR 80 Mel Long (Sr., 3) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Gary Pinkel 
2000 Prediction: ist MAC West 


SPORTS™ 


and broke up nine passes. Corey Morris had 
29 tackles last year and is a top candidate at 
the whip position. 

The secondary is probably the least experi- 
enced area of the defense, so the battles for 
playing time will be intense. Junior free safety 
Andy Boyd is the veteran of the group but 
missed spring drills to have surgery on both 
shoulders. He had 61 tackles and three inter- 
ceptions in 1999 despite playing with a bro- 
ken rib and two separated shoulders. 

Vying for the cornerback positions will be 
seniors Fabian Burke and Marcus Hill, junior 
James Stanley, sophomores Jehu Anderson 
and Tony Miller, and redshirt freshmen Bran- 
don Hefflin and David Mentlow. 

Licker Todd France and punter John 
Manly are both in place. But the return duties 
are a bit unsettled. Carl Ford may take both 
return duties. 

Pinkel already stands as the winningest 
coach in school history with a nine-year 
record of 6336-3. He has also guided the 
Rockets to two MAC title games and a bowl 
trip. Traveling to Penn State for the season 
opener is no way to start, but the coach is 
confident. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


59 
72 
74 
85 
14 
1 Tavares Bolden (Jr., 1) 6 
28 Lyle Green (Sr., 3) 23 Mike Sickles (Jr., 0) 
19 Chester Taylor (Sr., 2) 5 Antwon McCray (Jr., 1) 


Defense (6) 


69 Nick Otterbacher (Jr., 2) 
73 Matt Comer (Jr., 2) 
68 Jim Harding (Sr., 3) 
91 Jason Spiece (Jr., 2) 


Mike Kavanaugh (Sr., 0) 
Tim Dirksen (Fr., 0) 

Erik Faasen (Fr., 0) 
Greg Grothous (So., 1) 
Carl Ford (So., 1) 

Keon Frazier (Fr., 0) 


93 David Bockmore UJr.,1) 97 Leo Frierson (Jr, 1) 
96 Phil Gibson (Jr., 2) 55 Antwan Demery (Fr., 0) 
83 Jake McLean (Jr., 2) 44 Didier Ormejuste (Fr., 0) 
45 DeJuan Goulde (Sr, 2) 56 Torrance Craddieth (Sr., 1) 
57 David Gardner (So.,1) 30 Tom Ward (So., 1) 
45 Corey Morris (Jr., 2) 7 Sid Daniels (Jr., 1) 

8 Kevin Rollins (Sr., 3) 52 Jason Manson (Jr., 1) 

2 Ira Singleton (Sr., 2) 9 Olanzo Jarrett (So., 1) 
24 Jehu Anderson (So.,1) 31 Marcus Hill (Sr., 1) 
20 Demetris Simms (So.,0) 40 Paul Dye (Fr., 0) 


22 Fabian Burke (Sr., 3) 12 Brandon Hefflin (Fr., 0) 
Special Teams 

13 Todd France (Jr., 2) 

10 John Manly (So., 1) 

14 Carl Ford (So., 1) 

14 Carl Ford (So., 1) 


1999 Record (MAC): 6-5 (5-3) 
Glass Bowl (26,248) 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


Arizona 
Wildcats 


xpectations at Arizona have fallen so 
Ee far that the school delayed its off-sea- 

son ticket marketing campaign until 
mid-summer. “We felt it would be a good 
idea to get some distance from last season 
before we start up again,” says UA athletic 
director Jim Livengood. 


The Wildcats have historically produced 


Ortege Jenkins 


better as an underdog, and that’s where they 
find themselves — basically unknown and 
somewhat unrespected. 

Although he has four years remaining on 
his contract, coach Dick Tomey begins his 
14th season at Arizona under some strain. 
After his team went 6-6 in a season in which 
it opened No. 4 nationally, the heat is on. 
% the '99 Arizona defense pro- 

duced, last in the Pac-10 and 16 
behind conference leader USC. 


The number of interceptions 


But the Wildcats aren't without resources: 
They may have their top offensive and defen- 
sive lines in the Tomey years, and senior quar- 
terback Ortege Jenkins could be the best in 
school history. 

There isn’t just a battle to replace running 
back Trung Canidate, there's a stampede. 
Sophomore Leo Mills, possibly the most 
highly regarded running back ever recruited 
by Arizona, hasn't been able to win the job 


outright. He was limited to 27 carries as a 
freshman and might end up sharing the job 
with Leon Callen and Larry Croom. All have 
different styles. 

Mills is used to power football and has lim- 
ited receiving skills. Callen, whose knee 
injury gave playing time to Canidate three 
years ago, seems to have regained his speed. 


He’s instinctive but small. 
| Croom is the most elusive of the 
group. 


The offensive line, strong and 
deep, returns almost intact. Cen- 
ter Bruce Wiggins and left guard 
Steven Grace are all-conference 
caliber blockers. 

After sharing the quarterback 
job with Keith Smith for two sea- 
sons, Jenkins has no opposition. 
The Wildcats are hopeful he'll 
exceed his 1997 freshman perfor- 
mance in which he threw 19 
touchdown passes. Jenkins’ 
strength is throwing deep, but he 
has developed an adequate touch 
on shorter routes. And he’s a 
gamer, the type of player who 
responds to pressure. 

Arizonas receiving group 
is without Dennis Northcutt, 
but they might be better 
overall. Sophomore Bobby 
Wade emerged as a big-play performer 
and steps in for Northcutt. Senior posses- } 
sion receiver Brad Brennan returns after a 
medical redshirt for a hamstring problem. 
Another redshirt, former junior college 
transfer Brandon Marshall, is Arizona's 
foremost deep threat. Senior tight end 
Brandon Manumaleuna, who is surpris- 
ingly mobile at 285 pounds, has devel- 
oped into one of the Pac-10’s top players. 

This is likely defensive coordinator 
Rich Ellerson’s best group of linemen, 
and his deepest. Tackle Keoni Fraser is 
explosive and a strong run stopper. Joe 
Tafoya, an all-conference player at tackle, 
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will alternate at end, where his quickness } $s 


will be used in pass-rushing schemes. 
After redshirting with a knee injury, 
tackle Anthony Thomas reclaimed a 
starting job in spring drills. Idris Haroon 
starts at the other end, and Young 
Thompson is a powerful, straight-ahead 
bull-rusher. 


Briggs is the fastest among the front 
seven, and Tomey calls him “a marvellous 


Head Coach: Dick joa” 
2000 Prediction: 7th Pac-10 


player.” Redshirt freshman Joseph Siofele, 
perhaps the school’s most highly regarded 
linebacker recruit in a decade, will play an 
inside linebacker spot in some packages. The 
leader of the linebacking group is senior 
Antonio Pierce, who made 75 tackles in his 
first year in the Pac-10. 

Arizona probably can't be any worse at the 
corners. The new mix of players is likely to 
include redshirt freshman Michael Jolivette, 
who'll start in man coverage against the oppo- 
sition’s top receiver. Converted receiver Bran- 
don Nash is likely to start either at strong 
safety or at the boundary-corner opposite 
Jolivette. Free safety Jarvie Worcester is a use- 
ful player who will have a difficult time hold- 
ing off redshirt freshman Clay Hardt. 

The transfer of Tommy Kirovski left the 
Wildcats with two walk-on placekickers, Sean 
Keel and Bobby Gill, and a summer to scour 
the country. Junior punter Chris Palic is aver- 
age at best. 

Reserve tight end Peter Hansen has 
blocked five kicks in less than two seasons, 
and long-snapper Nate Campbell has been 
error-free. Wade and Croom are explosive 
return men. 


Depth Sent © 


* 

25 Malosi Leonard (Jr., 2) 
78 Darren Safranek (So., 1) 
64 David oyd d(St., 1) 


M 
3)89 James Hugo (So., 4) 
6 Brandon Marshall (Ur, 0) 
10 Jason Johnson (So., 4) 
20 Leo Mills (So., 4) 
47 Wilton Paogofie (Sr., 0) 


_ 39. Tony Thompson (Jr., 0) 
_ 93 Young Thompson (So., 1) 
95 Ben Alualu (So., 4) 
54 ‘Alex Luna (Jr. 2) 
38 “Shelton Ross (Jt, 4) 
48 Joe Siofele (Fr., 0). 
a) - Stadford Glover (Sr., 3) 
) 17 “Anthony Banks (Jr., 1) 
l 24 Zaharius Johnson Ur, 1) 
‘37 ont ene a 


Wade (So., 4) 
PR aoe nal 
pie nese 


sreturing Sarto 
Sophomore inside linebacker Lance ‘nin vt ty 


1999 Record (Pac-10): 6-6 (3-5) 
Arizona Stadium (56,500) 
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Wolfpack 


huck Amato has been the best man at 
one of the most successful marriages 
out there: Florida State and football 
supremacy. Now he’s off on his own as NC 
State’s head coach, looking to elevate a solid 
program to national prominence a la Virginia 
Tech. And finding a quarterback is his most 
pressing need; being able to stop the run is yet 


Clayton White 


another concern. 

“It’s not going to be easy, but no one said it 
would be,” says Amato, who came to NC 
State after spending 18 years at FSU, the final 
14 as Bobby Bowden's assistant head coach. 
“It'll be challenging.” 


The number of ACC champi- 

onships Chuck Amato has 

been a part of as a player (one) 

and as a coach (10), including eight in 
a row while at Florida State. 


Junior Ray Robinson, 1998’s ACC Rookie 
of the Year, is the Pack’s leading returning 
rusher with 438 yards. He is quick and explo- 
sive once he hits a hole, but he needs to 
improve his durability. 

Creating holes for Robinson will be senior 
Derek Roberts, an old-school fullback who 
rarely carries the ball. Sophomore Cotra Jack- 
son is faster than Roberts, but isn’t as big or as 
strong, and needs to improve his blocking. 

Robinson and his compatriots in the back- 


100 


field should find some running room behind 
an inexperienced but talented offensive line 
that is returning to health and will feature 
several new faces. Senior Jarvis “Big Earth” 
Borum (6'8", 341) has phenomenal quick- 
ness for a man of his girth and could have an 
all-ACC season at left tackle. 

Senior Alex Rice, who started 12 games at 
guard in 1998, has been med- 
ically cleared to play after missing 
all of 1999. The job at center 
should go to Keegan Weir, 
although sophomore Derek 
Green has more career starts 
(four) at the position. 

Many teams wish they had a 
player as talented as 1999 ACC 
Rookie of the Year Koren Robin- 
son. At 6'2", Robinson has reli- 
able hands and great separation 
speed at receiver, Bryan Peterson 
will start alongside Robinson. 
Peterson doesn’t beat cornerbacks 
with his speed or great size, but 
he does have a nose for the ball. 

Tight end Andy Vanderveer 
showed big play potential last 
fall. Joe Gray has the best 
hands of all the tight ends. 

Freshman — quarterback 


& Philip Rivers was the star of 

= spring practice and will begin 
the fall as the Wolfpack’s starting quarter- we 
back. He's a tall, smart, dropback passer } tg 
whose greatest strength is an ability to | © 
read defenses and make the right deci- a 
sions. The Wolfpack will have an experi- | TE 
enced backup in Jatavis Sanders. Toki he 
McCray has a strong arm but can be . 


erratic. ‘RB 
Buddy Green, beginning his second 
stint as the Wolfpack’s defensive coordi- | DE 
nator, relies on an attacking style of play. a 
The key to his 4-3 scheme will be the } pg 
play of the front four, led by tackle Jeff } ts 
Fisher. Nate Goodson’s disappointing i" 
play has opened the door for junior Dar- } ¢g 
ius Bryant to start next to Fisher. Drew } $$ 
Wimsatt, a transfer from Northwestern, i 
has been a pleasant surprise at defensive 
end and could contend for a starting spot. , 


The linebackers may be the best in the 
ACC. Junior Levar Fisher is a Lawrence 
Taylor-type of player who can dominate 
games from end to end. He tallied 104 
tackles from outside linebacker, including 
12 stops for losses and nine quarterback 
pressures. Clayton White is a Butkus can- 


KR 
PR 


ATHLON® 


42 Derek Roberts (Sr. 2) 25 Cotra Jackson (So,, 1) 
5 Ray Robinson (Jr., 2) 10 Eric Leak (Sr, 3) 
Defense (9) 

20 Brian Jamison (Jr., 2) 34 George Anderson (So., 1) 

95 Darius Bryant (Jr., 2) 56 Nate Goodson (Jr, 2) 

90 Jeff Fisher (Sr., 2) 93. Jerrick Hall (So., 1) 

48 Corey Smith (Jr., 2) 99 Drew Wimsatt (So., 0) 

44 Levar Fisher (Jr., 2) 35 William Pannell (Jr, 2). 
| 45 Dantonio Burnette (So.,1)41 Edrick Smith (So., 1) 

15 Clayton White (Sr.,3) 16 Corey Lyons (Jr., 2) 

41 J.J, Washington (Fr., 0) 7 Anthony Cason (Jr, 2) 

1 Adrian Wilson (Jr., 2) 9 Terrence Holt (So., 1) 

29 Brian Williams (Jr, 2) 36 Marcus Ellerbe (So., 1) 

13 James Walker (Fr., 0) 6 Rod Johnson (So., 1) 

Special Teams 
26 Kent Passingham (Sr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Chuck Amato 
2000 Prediction: 6th ACC 


SPoORTS™ 


didate who had 16 tackles for loss in 99. State 
also has hard-hitting Edrick Smith back after 
he missed most of the year with a torn MCL, 

The secondary figures to benefit from a 
strong linebacking corps and an improved 
defensive line. If the Pack’s front seven can 
keep pressure on the quarterback, Green’s 
young corners might have time to ease into 
their important new roles. Two freshmen, J.J. 
Washington and James Walker, will have an 
opportunity to slide into starting roles at cor- 
nerback this fall. 

The Pack might be young on the corners, 
but they will be experienced at safety. Safeties 
Adrian Wilson and Brian Williams are pun- 
ishing hitters, but they both need to sharpen 
their pass coverage skills. Sophomore ‘Ter- 
rence Holt was a special teams star as a red- 
shirt freshman and is expected to make a push 
at strong safety. 

The Wolfpack return units should be 
among the strongest in the ACC. Robinson is 
back to return punts and sophomore Marcus 
Ellerbe proved to be an excellent kick 
returner. Senior kicker Kent Passingham 
returns, but the kicking chores could belong 
to freshman Austin Herbert. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 


2 Bryan Peterson (So.,1) 22 Elliott London (Fr., 0) 
68 Jarvis Borum (Sr, 3) 63 Matt Broel (Jr., 0) 
69 Alex Rice (Sr., 2) 70 Chris Colmer (Fr. 0) 
54 Keegan Weir (Jr., 2) 73 Derek Green (So., 1) 
64 Tim Turner (So., 0) 94 William Brown (Jr., 0) 
75 Scott Kooistra (So.,1) 78 Jermaine Wilkinson (Sr., 0) 
88 Andy Vanderveer (Jr, 1) 89 Joe Gray (So., 1) 
3 Koren Robinson (So., 1) 24 Craig Moody (Fr., 0) 


17 Philip Rivers (Fr., 0) 14 Jatavis Sanders (So., 1) 


82 Andy Kelly (So., 0) 
36 Marcus Ellerbe (So., 1) 
3 Koren Robinson (So., 1) 


1999 Record (ACC): 6-6 (3-5) 
Carter-Finley Stadium (51,500) 
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Rainbows 


hat do you do for an encore? It’s a 
question that second-year Hawaii 
football coach June Jones has 


heard quite a bit lately after overseeing one of 
the most remarkable turnarounds in Division 
I-A football history. Jones took a Hawaii team 
that was coming off an 0-12 season and led 
the Rainbows to a 9-4 record and a share of 


Dee Miller 


the Western Athletic Conference champi- 
onship. It was an unexpected season that cul- 
minated with a 23-17 Christmas Day upset 
of Oregon State in the Jeep Oahu Bowl. 


Number of penalties by 
Hawaii in 1999, tops in the 
WAC. 


The Warriors have 12 starters returning 
but lose record-setting quarterback Dan 
Robinson and four starters on the offensive 
line. “We have very good replacements for the 
players we lost,” Jones says. “The real ques- 
tion for us right now is leadership. Which 
players will be the ones who step forward and 
take on that role for us?” 

The Warriors use Jones’ patented Run ’n 
Shoot offense, so establishing a big-time run- 
ning game is not a high priority. “We'll prob- 
ably run the ball an average of 14 or 15 times 
a game,” Jones says. 

Still, Hawaii has its two top running backs 
returning in stocky Afatia Thompson, who 


ran for 435 yards and scored three touch- 
downs, and senior Avion Weaver, who had a 
team-leading 645 yards and four touchdowns. 

The offensive line has just one starter back, 
junior Manly Kanoa III. But Jones says he 
had a solid group of backups and is overjoyed 
with the six incoming prep linemen he signed 
in February. “I think our offensive line 
prospects are probably as good as 
I've seen in a long time here,” 
Jones says. “The key is we have to 
find a quarterback who can step 
up and take charge.” 

There won't be any shortage of 
candidates; Jones has eight quar- 
terbacks to choose from. “I think 
all the quarterbacks that we have 
recruited can play,” Jones says. “I 
tell every kid we recruit that the 
best player is the guy who is 
going to play. I don’t care if he’s a 
freshman or a senior.” 

Among the candidates are 
Kevin Gilbride, son of longtime 
NFL quarterback coach Kevin 
Gilbride; Mike Harrison, who 
backed up Robinson as a true 
freshman; Shawn Withy- 
Allen; and a pair of touted 
junior college transfers, Jared 
Flint of Orange Coast Col- 
lege in Costa Mesa, Calif, 
and Nick Rolovich of City College of San 
Francisco. 

Whoever earns the job will have what 
Jones calls “an exceptional” group of wide 
receivers to throw to. “We're extremely 
fast at wide receiver,” Jones says. “As fast 
as any team I coached in the NFL.” 

Slotback Channon Harris, who caught 
56 passes and scored six touchdowns last 
season, was timed at 4.29 at one scouting 
combine, while Craig Stutzmann, who 
was second in receptions with 63, has run 
a 10.4 100 meters. Jones says another 
returning starter, sophomore Ashley 
Lelie, has also been timed under 4.4. 

The Warriors ranked fifth in the WAC 
in rush defense, allowing 186.6 yards per 
game and 3.9 yards per carry. The good 
news is that the defensive line, which 
returns seniors Joe Correia and Doug 
Sims as well as junior Mike Iosua, should 
be better. The bad news is that standout 
middle linebacker Jeff Ulbrich, who led 
the conference in tackles, has graduated. 
Senior Robert Kemfort is the only return- 
ing starter at linebacker. 
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2000 Prediction: 3rd WAC 


Only TCU (39) had more sacks than 
Hawaii (32) in the WAC last year. “We're 
very blitz-oriented,” Jones says. “It’s impor- 
tant for us to put pressure on the passer.” 

Both safeties, senior Dee Miller and junior 
Nate Jackson, return, as does junior corner- 
back Shawndel Tucker. “Our two safeties will 
play in the NFL one day,” Jones predicts. 

Jones believes that punter Greg Kleidon, a 
junior college transfer from Santa Monica 
College, will step right in. Senior Eric Han- 
num returns as the placekicker after tying for 
the league lead in field goals per game but 
could be challenged by transfer Jake Huggins. 

Junior Jamal Garland, a first team All-WAC 
returner who was one of the 10 finalists for the 
Mosi Tatupu Award for the nation’s top special 
teams player, returns to handle kickoffs and 
punt returns. “We were very, very good on spe- 
cial teams last year,” Jones says. 

A year ago many wondered if Jones had lost 
his marbles when he took over arguably the 
sorriest program in Division I-A football. But 
after leading Hawaii to an NCAA-record 
turnaround nine victories, he has several 
national Coach of the Year awards in his tro- 
phy case. ’Nuff said. 


_ Depe Chart 


86 Jamal Garland (Jr., 1) 
4 Ricky Lumford | (Sr., 2) 
78 Brian Tomihama (Fr., 0) 
ye Chris Smith (Jr, 2) 
60 Lyle Castro (So., 4) 
72 Keola Loo (Fr., 0) 
62 Kynan Forney (Sr., 4) 
) 16 Nick Rolovich (Jr., 0) 
20 Avion Weaver (Sr., 3) 
89 Cliff Herbert (So., 0) 
23 Sean Butts (So., 4) 


"DEFENSE (7) 


54 Chris Brown (So., 1) 
99 Lui Fuga (So., 1) 
‘77 Miles Garner (Sr., 3) 
73 Shaun Jackson (So., 4) 
sh Bo Espinoza (Jr. 2) 
Pisa Tinoisamoa (Fr., 0) 
Sr, 46 Keani Alapa (Fr., 0) 
Ber 2) aT Gary Wright (Fr, 0) 
3 Jacob Espiau (Jr, 4) 
42 Tavis Campbell (Sr., 1) 


indica 
vee 
NUMBER after 


Head Coach: June Jones 


1999 Record (WAC); 9-4 (5-2) 
Aloha Stadium (50,000) 
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Thundering Herd 


he folks at Marshall are loaded with 
fond memories: An undefeated season 
in 1999, followed by a dramatic last- 
second victory over Western Michigan in the 
Mid-American Conference title game, fol- 
lowed by a bowl game victory and Top 10 
national ranking. But times have changed, 
and this season’s team will look nothing like 


Maurice Hines 


the group of old. Senior quarterback Chad 
Pennington, a Heisman Trophy candidate, is 
gone. So, too, are Doug Chapman and Llow 
Turner, the Thundering Herd’s one-two 


punch in the backfield. 
The 17 seniors on last sea- 


6 son's Marshall team won 50 


games, which is more wins than 
any other single class in NCAA Division 
I-A history. 


In all, the team lost six starters on offense 
and five on defense, which begs the question: 
can the most successful Marshall team of the 
1990s repeat the feat? 

“Our deal here is that we try to improve a 
little each year,” coach Bob Pruett says. 
“Hopefully we will be able to continue doing 
that. Certainly, in the year 2000 we are very 
ambitious. We are playing the toughest foot- 
ball schedule we've ever played.” 

That schedule includes non-conference 

mes against Southeast Missouri State, and 


sa 


road trips to Michigan State and North Car- 
olina. That, plus trips to Akron, Toledo and 
Bowling Green make the team’s road to a 
fourth consecutive MAC title a bumpy one. 

Not only will the team have to replace two 
quality running backs, but holes will also 
have to be filled at three offensive line spots. 
Steve Sciullo, who played every game last sea- 
son at right tackle, will probably 
move to left tackle. He will be 
joined by senior Scott Harper. 
Senior Jimmy Cabellos will 
return at guard while senior 
James Simons comes in at right 
tackle. 

But even with the loss of more 
than 1,000 yards on the ground 
last season, the Herd should be 
solid again. Sophomore tailback 
Chanston Rogers rushed for 243 
yards on 58 carries, and will be 
the main man this fall. 

It will not be easy for anyone 
to replace Pennington and his 
3,799 yards and 37 touchdowns. 
But sophomores Byron Leftwich 
and Stephen Galbraith will try. 
Leftwich saw limited action 
last season in three games 
before undergoing a tonsil- 
lectomy. Galbraith, a transfer 
from Memphis, sat out last 
season after playing in five games for the 
Tigers in 1998. 

On the other end, Marshall should be 
deep and talented at receiver. The pri- 
mary target will be Nate Poole, who last 
season caught 71 passes for 1,122 yards 
and nine touchdowns. The Herd also has 
the luxury of three senior receivers. The 
threesome — Lanier Washington, David 
Foye, and John Cooper — combined for 
93 catches, 1,072 yards and 10 touch- 
downs. Converted quarterback Andrew 
Cowan has also moved back to receiver. 
Tight end is also solid with juniors Greg 
Kellett and Scott Pettit. 

Defensive coordinator Kevin Kelly, 
who is back at Marshall after a year at 
Syracuse, returns to a defense that ranked 
first in the MAC in scoring and total 
defense last season. And even despite the 
loss of five All-MAC performers, this fall’s 
defense could be the best the school has 
ever had. 

On the defensive line, seniors Jimmy 
Parker and Paul Toviessi return on the 
right side while seniors Ralph Street and 


Marilyn Testerman-Haye 
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(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Bob Pruett 
2000 Prediction: ist MAC East Marshall University Stadium (30,000) 
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Antony Beckett will be first-time starters on 
the left side. Street tied for the team lead in 
sacks last season with five. 

Three returning starters in the secondary 
will help out a unit that last year ranked third 
in the country in pass efficiency defense. The 
trio — seniors Maurice Hines, Doug Hodges 
and Danny Derricott — will be joined by 
Michael Owens. But at linebacker only one 
player is back, Max Yates. The other two spots 
will be handled by George Miller and Alonzo 
Jones. 

Great last year in kickoff returns, but lousy 
in punt returns, the team will try to be solid 
in both departments this year. 

On the other side, punter Curtis Head did 
a fantastic job as a freshman last year. The 
battle for kicking duty will be between J.R. 
Jenkins and Jason Witczack. 

Pruett, last season’s MAC Coach of the 
Year, has made some changes on his staff. He 
hired back an old assistant, promoted another 
and hired a third. Two other assistants are tak- 
ing on new roles. 

Pruett enters his fifth season, and has 
guided the Herd to a 35-4 mark in its three 


seasons of Division I-A play. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


37 David Foye (Sr., 2) 9 


Lanier Washington (Sr., 2) 


75 Steve Sciullo (So., 1) 65 Paul Hardy (So., 1) 
73 Scott Harper (Sr.,1 ) 66 K.J. Greer (So., 1) 
58 Jeff Edwards (So., 1) 56 Steve Content (Jr., 0) 
72 Jimmy Cabellos (Sr, 3) 74 Eric Krauss (Fr., 0) 
78 James Simons (Sr., 0) 77 Jimmy Meeks (Jr., 2) 
38 Gregg Kellett (Jr., 2) 89 Scott Pettit (Jr, 2) 
7 Byron Leftwich (So.,1) 17 Stephen Galbraith (So., 0) 
14 Chanston Rogers (So., 1) 26 Brandon Carey (So., 0) 
3 Nate Poole (Sr., 2) 37 David Foye (Sr., 2) 


6 John Cooper (Sr., 3) 2 Brian Greenleaf (So., 1) 


Defense (6) 


53 Ralph Street (Sr., 2) 86 Bobby Addison (Jr., 1) 
50 Antony Beckett (Sr.,2) 95 Orlando Washington (So., 1) 
92 Jimmy Parker (Sr., 3) 51 Judd Tabor (Jr., 0) 
85 Paul Toviessi (Sr., 3) 87 Nathan Leslie (Fr., 0) 
90 George Miller (Sr., 3) 48 Duran Smith (So., 1) 
5 Max Yates (Jr, 2) 28 Andre Crews (So., 0) 
57 Alonzo Jones (Sr., 2) 91 Sam Goine (Jr.,2 ) 
4 Maurice Hines (Sr., 3) 21 Terrance Tarpley (So., 1) 
31 Michael Owens (Jr., 2) 29 Fardan Carter (Jr., 2) 
30 Doug Hodges (Sr., 3) 33. Larry Davis (Jr., 2) 
8 Danny Derricott (Sr.,3) 15 Yancey Satterwhite (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


43 J,R. Jenkins (Sr., 3) 

38 Curtis Head (So., 1) 
2 Brian Greenleaf (So., 1) 
9 Lanier Washington (Sr., 2) 


1999 Record (MAC): 12-0 (8-0) 
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Cowboys 


hen Wyoming players learned that 
they would meet Auburn in a sea- 
son-opening game, the reaction 


surprised even the Cowboy coaches. Having 
opened the 1999 season at Tennessee, the 
players love the idea of taking another shot at 
an SEC team on national television. 


The schedule sends Wyoming to Auburn 


Jay Stoner 


and Texas A&M in the first two games, 
adding excitement and motivation to the 
launch of coach Vic Koenning’s first-year 
program. Koenning, 40, was promoted from 
defensive coordinator. The coaching change 
means the Cowboys will have a new offensive 
system for the second year in a row. Koenning 
apologized to the offensive players about that, 
but he promised them a “fun” scheme. 
© ers at one position area — the 
secondary — must be a record. 


“We really had a void,” says defen- 
sive coordinator Matt Wallerstedt. 


Signing six junior college play- 


Offensive coordinator Rusty Burns comes 
from Memphis with a traditional approach, a 
standard one-back offense with zone counter 
running plays. Running back Nate Scott is a 
difference-maker who'll join junior college 
transfer Travis Short. Burns will reintroduce 
the fullback position using Darth Tesinsky. 


The line was not asked to do much run 


blocking, but that will change. Koenning says, 
“We will not be afraid to put our hand in the 
dirt, fire out and hit somebody in the nose.” 

Center Mike Irvin will enjoy that. He's one 
of the young, talented linemen that Burns 
was surprised to find. Tackles Adam Gold- 
berg and Rob Kellerman will keep improving, 
and Brian Johnson and converted nose guard 
Anthony Stannard will compete 
with junior college transfer Jay 
Dirks along the line. 

Quarterback Jay Stoner is deal- 
ing with his fourth offensive coor- 
dinator in four years, Fortunately, 
he was recruited to play in former 
coach Joe Tiller’s scheme, and 
Burns’ offense is not far from that. 
Stoner is sharp and learns quickly. 
He knows where to go with the 
ball and delivers it accurately. 

Burns will use multiple forma- 
tions and personnel groups, so he 
needs a lot of receivers. Alex Eng- 
lish, Brock Ralph, Malcolm 
Floyd and Ryan McGuffey are 
ready to take over the duties. 

The old scheme did not use a 
tight end, so all the candi- 
s dates are converts from other 
& positions — a receiver, a run- 
§ ning back, a linebacker and a | 
8 defensive end. 

Any discussion of the Cowboy defense 
starts with the fact that Wyoming } 
recruited 10 defensive players from junior | 
colleges. The defense hinges on how the } py 
new players fit into the lineup. Three 
transfers are defensive linemen: nose | 
guard Chad Beuhler and tackles Daniel | 
Gibson and Damon Roark. Jeff Boyle and 
Pat Hirsch are coming back from injuries 
and Brandon Jones is developing nicely. 


The Cowboys allowed 157 rushing 


sky 


wR 80 Brock Ralph (60, 4 4) 


Nate Scott i. 0) 
FB 44 Darth Tesinsky (Jr, 2) 


Gideon Smith and Marcus Freeman are com- 
ing in August. The next part is determining 
which of them will play in a scheme that’s built 
around pressing man-to-man coverage. If the 
newcomers dont deliver, Wallerstedt says, “I'll 
have to throw out half the playbook.” 

Wallerstedt wants more sacks and 
turnovers, and will rely on senior bandit 
Patrick Chukwurah, He had nine sacks and 
14 tackles for loss. 

Placekicker Aaron Elling enjoys Laramie’s 
7,200-foot elevation, yet he was only 3-of-12 
from between 30 and 49 yards. Senior punter 
Tom Waring averaged 41.6 yards, 

English returned a kickoff 88 yards for a 
touchdown and may be asked to return punts 
as well. Wyoming's kickoff coverage was out- 
standing, allowing an 18-yard average. 

The transition from Dimel to Koenning 
has been smooth, and the players’ enthusiasm 
is high. Wallerstedt knows what Koenning 
wants from a defense, and Burns has a strong 
offensive staff. Burns’ performance will deter- 
mine the success of this coaching staff. In 
1994, a poor Georgia Tech team averaged 
more than 400 yards when Burns was coach- 
ing quarterbacks and receivers. 


Depth Chart 


Offense ( (4) 

88 Malcolm Floyd (Fr, 0) 
71 Bill Bullert (Jr., 0) 

69 Cas Phillips (Fr., 0) 
59° Ben Murphy (So., 1) 

55 Anthony Stannard (So., 0) 
ue Nate Reimers (So., 4) 


79 Rob Kellerman (So., 4) 
76 


- Adams (Fr., 0) 
85 25 yer Meu (Fr, 0) 
15 Matt Swanson (Jr., 2) 
Travis Short (Jr, 0) 
31 Marcus Ford (Jr., 4) 


Defense (3) 


‘DE _ 2 Patrick Chukwurah (Sr, 3)47 Louis Horton (So., 1) 
NT 90 Justin Scott (Fr., 0) 


97 Chad Beuhler (Jr., 0) 


yards per game, sixth in the league. Line- 
backer Jason Jones could personally 
reduce that figure when he arrives in 
August. Senior linebacker Adrian Hill is 
one of many defensive stars from Dana 
Dimel’s first recruiting class in 1997. 

Defensive coordinator Matt Wallerst- 
edt recruited six defensive backs from 
junior colleges. Departures have left 
senior strong safety Al Rich wondering 
what happened to everybody. 

Free safety Pete Merrill and cornerback 
Sidney Lewis arrived for spring, giving 
them good shots at starting. Safety 
DeShawn Abrams and corners Eric Lee, 


DT 99 Brandon Jones (So., 4) 
DE 98 Kendrick Rawls (Sr., 2) 
f LB 17 Adrian Hill (Sr, 2) 


LB 40 Kwabe 
‘1B 50 Leo Caires (Sr., 2) 
cB 1 Sidney | Lewis (Jr., 0) 
| SS 3 AIRich (Sr, 3) 
FS 4 Pete Merrill Ur, 0) 
cB 9 Lamar. James (Jr., 0) 


na Peprah (Sr., 3) 


95 Jon Aimone (So., 0) 
91 Brandon Casavan (So., 4) 
12 Tim Glynn (Jr., 2) 
54 Herman White (Jr., 2) 
42 Matt Klotz (Jr., 2) 
5 Mark Sheller (Sr., 3) 
27 John Levingston Jr. (Fr., 0) 
32. Rich Sweeny (Sr., 2) 
29 Allen Bridgeman (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


“KB Aaron Elling (Sr., 2) 
P37 Tom Waring (Sr,, 1) 
KR 87 Alex English (Sr, 4) 
PR 87 Alex English (Se, 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


| BOLD indicates returning starters 


‘NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Vic Koenning 
2000 Prediction: 4th MWC 


1999 Record (WAC): 7-4 (4-3) 
War Memorial Stadium (33,500) 
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Falicons 


ir Force’s seventh-place finish in the 

MWC’s inaugural season tells a lot 

about the top-to-bottom strength of 

the league. If Air Force can win at Washing- 

ton and finish second to last in the MWC, 
the league must be pretty solid. 

Recent Air Force history shows that seasons 

like 1999 do happen — but typically, they are 


' 


Scotty McKay 


only one-year blips. Coming off a 6-5 season, 
AFA would seem to be due for about a 10-2 
record with a bowl win. Maybe, maybe not. 


As Academy discipline would 
dictate, the Falcons were penal- 
ized only 39 yards a game in 1999. 


The wishbone always makes them difficult 
and dangerous. Air Force averaged 285.5 
rushing yards to rank second in the country. 
Quarterback Mike Thiessen controls the 
offense and ran for 827 yards in nine games. 
Thiessen is outstanding in baseball as well and 
misses much of spring practice each year. 
Partly because of that, he’s not as fundamen- 
tally sound as offensive coordinator Chuck 
Petersen would like. The trade-off is that 
Thiessen keeps improving, and his multi- 
sport background makes him highly competi- 
tive and a strong leader. 

AFA’s next top three rushers also return. 
Halfback Scotty McKay was explosive with 
6.7 yards per carry and a total of 652 yards. 
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The Falcons will make good use of fullback 
Scott Becker and halfbacks Leotis Palmer and 
Qualario Brown, returning from injury. 

Left guard David Hildebrand and center 
Matt Dayoc have experience as two-year 
starters, and right guard Terrance Barreau is as 
talented as any AFA guard in the last 10 years, 
Petersen says. Right tackle Luke Porisch 

appears adequate and left tackle 
Ben Miller possesses footwork that 
could make him effective. 
Air Force's tight end is primar- 
) ily a blocker. Chris Jessop and 
| Andy Malin will share the job. 

As long as the Falcons pass for 
100 yards per game, they can 
keep opposing safeties from 
charging hard all day. AFA hopes 
that 6'5" Ryan Fleming, who's 
deceptively fast, can help out. 
Thiessen also needs to raise his 
46-percent completion rate. 

Air Force lost 10 defensive 
starters to graduation, but defen- 
sive coordinator Richard Bell’s 
accustomed to finding replace- 
ments. He’s banking on a combi- 
nation of players coming 
back from injuries and others 
who benefited from the 
chance to fill in to offset the 
losses. Bell will build the 
2000 defense around inside linebackers 
CJ. Zanotti and Matt Pommer and out- 
side backers Corey Nelson and Travis 
Logsdon. Zanotti was a tough, smart 
anchor of the 12-1 team in 1998 and is 
returning from injury, and Pommer led 
the 99 team with 78 tackles. 

Nelson needs to add consistency to his 
big-play ability, and Logsdon must com- 
plete a recovery from a knee injury, while 
competing with Matt McCraney. 

Up front, tackle Kyle Allen is one of 
those players Bell wishes he could have 
kept all season. A shoulder injury knocked 
him out after the Washington game. Justin 
Pendry had five tackles for loss as a reserve. 

This is the Air Force Academy, and if 
the defensive coordinator is “really ner- 
vous” about the air defense, shouldn't we 
all be worried? The Falcons finished in the 
top half of the MWC in all defensive cat- 
egories except for pass efficiency defense. 
Maintaining a solid level of play in the 
secondary will be more difficult than in 
the front seven. 

Kurt Duffy and Tony Metters will have 
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LHB 25 Qualario Brown (Sr., 2) 9 
RHB 30 Scotty McKay (Sr., 2) 


OLB 42 Corey Nelson (Sr., 3) 56 Michael Gallagher (Sr., 2) 
LT 95 Kyle Allen (Sr., 2) 88 Dan Probert (Jr., 1) 

NG 92 Zach Johnson (Jr., 0) 94 Scott Hamilton (Sr. 0) 
RT 99 Justin Pendry (Jr., 1) 96 Kirby Ingram (So., 0) 
OLB 29 Travis Logsdon (Sr.,2) 59 Matt McCraney (Jr, 1) 
LB 54 C.J. Zanotti (Sr., 2) 46 Jamie Arthur (Jr., 1) 

LB 52 Matt Pommer (Sr., 2) 49 Andy Rule (Jr., 0) 

SC 4 Kurt Duffy (Sr., 1) 13 Brandon Heaney (So., 0) 
FAL 36 Sam Meinrod (Sr., 1) 14 Erik Svendsen (Jr., 0) 
FS 23 Wes Glisson (Sr., 1) 21 Joel Buelow (So., 0) 
WC 14 Tory Metters (Sr., 2) 20 Wes Crawley (So., 0) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Fisher DeBerry 
2000 Prediction: Sth MWC 


SPORTS™ 


to step forward at the corners, while Sam 
Meinrod and Wes Glisson become the 
safeties. The Falcons will face sophisticated 
passing schemes from BYU and Utah in the 
first three games of the season, so this group 
will have to be ready. 

Air Force blocked eight kicks last season 
and 59 in the 90s, second only to Virginia 
Tech's 63. McKay averaged 21.6 yards on 
kickoff returns and 6.9 yards returning punts. 
Head coach Fisher DeBerry for the first time 
has designated an assistant coach (Tom 
Miller) to coordinate the special teams. 

Dave Adams was the long-range field-goal 
specialist and made a 52-yarder. Jordan 
Bounds, Dallas Thompson and Ben Bosscher 
will compete for punting chores. 

Having coached the Falcon quarterbacks 
and fullbacks for 10 years, Petersen fits the Air 
Force Academy profile of loyal assistants who 
move into the top positions when they 
become vacant. The Falcons may not look 
very different, but the staff is always adjusting. 
“IF you don't continue to look at what you're 
doing and find different ways to do things, 
people are going to catch up with you,” 
Petersen says. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 


5 Ryan Fleming (Jr., 1) 8 Dustin Ireland (Sr., 0) 


78 Ben Miller (Jr., 1) 77 Rob Reinebach (Sr., 1) 

63 David Hildebrand (Sr., 2) 67 Matt Joseph (Jr., 0) 

61 Matt Dayo (Sr., 2) 64 Paul Cancino (Jr., 0) 

74 Terrance Barreau (Jr, 1) 66 Dan Heil (Sr., 0) 

60 Luke Porisch (Sr., 2) 62 Brian Strock (Jr., 0) 

39 Andy Malin (Sr., 2) 87 Chris Jessop (Sr., 2) 
3 Mike Thiessen (Sr. 2) 18 Keith Boyea (Jr., 0) 


Leotis Palmer (So., 1) 
24 Tom Heier (Jr., 2) 
44 Scott Becker (Sr., 2) 34 Nathan Beard (Jr, 1) 


Defense (1) 


Special Teams 


98 Dave Adams (Sr., 2) 
41 Dallas Thompson (Sr., 2) 97 Jordan Bounds (Sr., 0) 
30 Scotty McKay (Sr., 2) 
30 Scotty McKay (Sr., 2) 


1999 Record (MWC): 6-5 (2-5) 
Falcon Stadium (52,480) 
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aving lost its starting quarterback, 95 

My percent of its running game and All- 
| HB American Tyrone Carter, the best 
defensive back in the country, one might 
think Minnesota would expect a return to its 
losing ways. Not so, says coach Glen Mason. 
“As far as I'm concerned, the pressure is 


on,” Mason says. “We made a monumental 


Ben Hamilton 


step last year, going from a losing program to 
a winning program. But we still have a long 
way to go.” 

The Gophers return four starters on the 
offensive line and seven on defense. However, 
their season more than likely hinges on a cou- 
ple of redshirt freshmen: quarterback Asad 
Abdul-Khaliq and running back Thomas 
Tapeh. 


> 


» The Gophers’ record against 
~ Mason’s alma mater. In 16 
straight losses to the Ohio State 
Buckeyes, the Gophers have been 
outscored 585-206. Mason is 0-3 but 
nearly upset Ohio State last year 
before losing 20-17. 


Tapeh is unproven on the collegiate level, 
but the 1998 high school Player of the Year in 
Minnesota has unusual speed and quickness 
for a 6'1", 228-pounder who bench presses 
400 pounds. If he can recover fully from April 
foot surgery, the Gophers’ running attack 


wont miss a beat. 

And that’s saying a lot, considering he's 
replacing Thomas Hamner, who was a 1999 
All-Big Ten first-teamer with 1,362 yards and 
10 touchdowns rushing. 

Leading the way on the Gophers’ veteran 
line is senior first-team All-America center 
Ben Hamilton, who should be even more 
dominating as a run blocker 
since adding about 15 pounds in 
the off-season. 

Juniors Derek Burns and Ryan 
Roth add power at the guard 
positions, while 6'7", 326-pound 
Jake Kuppe, a sophomore, 
should work his way into the 
tackle rotation. 

Even though the Gophers lost 
two-year starting quarterback 
Billy Cockerham, they still 
should be a better passing team. 
Cockerham wasn't much of a 
threat as a passer. 

Abdul-Khaliq has a strong 
arm, good mobility and has 
developed a nice relationship 
with junior receiver Ron John- 
son, who had a team-high 43 , 
catches and seven touch- J 
downs in 1999. Ms 

A new quarterback means | 
the Gophers’ offense will take } 
on a little different look. It will depend } |; 
less on the option while trying harder to } 16 
stretch the field with three and four } © 


Steve Woltmann 


} WR 3 Ron Johnson (Jr., 2) 15 


the Gophers might have no choice but to 
move Jones to strong safety. 

The Big Ten’s top pass defense returns three 
starting defensive backs and key members 
from a pass rush which recorded a school- 
record 45 sacks. That includes beefed-up but 
still-quick senior end Karon Riley, who led 
the Big Ten in sacks with 16, and 6'2" junior 
cornerback Willie Middlebrooks, who was 
third in the league with 17 pass deflections. 

The Gophers will continue pressuring the 
quarterback as the best way to defend the 
pass. Besides Riley, the Gophers have senior 
drop linebacker Ben Mezera, who had 12 
sacks last year, and junior end Greg White, a 
first-year starter who has quickness and 
moves similar to Riley's. 

The Gophers have one of the top young 
placekickers in the country in sophomore 
Dan Nystrom. As a true freshman, Nystrom 
set school records for points in a season (92), 
consecutive field goals without a miss (13) 
and beat then-No. 2-ranked Penn State with 
a last-second 32-yard field goal. 

Sophomore Preston Gruening will replace 
punter Ryan Rindels, the most valuable spe- 
cial teams player in last year’s Sun Bowl. 


Offense (5) 


Jermaine Mays (Jr., 1) 
Jake Kuppe (So., 1) 
Joe Quinn (Fr., 0) 
Akeem Akinwale (Jr., 1) 


74 Adam Haayer (Sr., 3) 75 
68 Derek Bums (Jr., 1) 79 
55 Ben Hamilton (Sr., 3) 51 


. : | RG 66 Ryan Roth (Jr, 2) 71 Ryan Thorman (Jr.,0) 
Teceivers TURNING deeper pass routes. | pr 70 Erk Larson (Sr, 2) 69 Jeremiah Carter (So., 0) 
Senior left tackle Adam Haayer, a two- | TE 81 Zach Vevea Ur. 2) 88 Scooter Baugus (So., 4) 
year starter, can give Abdul-Khaliq extra WR 4 Antoine Henderson (Sr., 3) 1 Ryan Keller (Sr., 2) 

2 h Led ball WR 80 Elvin Jones (Jr., 2) 2 Jack Brewer (Jr., 1) 
time to throw the deep ball. _ | QB 8 Asad Abdulithaliq (Fr., 0) 11 Andy Persby (Sr., 2) 
For three years, Gophers defensive | RB 44 Thomas Tapeh (Fr.,0) 32 Tellis Redmon (So., 1) 
coordinator David Gibbs designed a } Defense (7) 
scheme that funneled ball carriers into } LE 50 Greg White (Jr, 4) 98 Mike Cemoch (Sr., 2) 
Carter's arms. Carter responded by mak- | a pay pela S PS Vere ne a 
4 . | ey uric iy 
ing more tackles than any defensive back } pe 94 Karon Riley (Sr, 1) 87 Dan Kwapinski (Fr, 0) 


in NCAA Division I history, being cho- 
sen All-America twice and winning the 
1999 Jim Thorpe Award. Le 


Senior two-year letterman Clorenzo } RC 
Griffin is first in line at strong safety, 
while senior three-year starting linebacker | 
Sean Hoffman has been identified by | - 
Mason as the player likely to fill Carter’s | p 
role as captain and defensive motivator. as 


Junior free safety Delvin Jones, who } 
was second to Carter in tackles last year 
with 106, is another sure tackler. If Grif- 
fin or true freshman Dominique Sims 
can’t fill Carter’s shoes as a run-stopper, 


DLB 97 Ben Mezera (Sr., 3) 31 
SLB 45 Sean Hoffman (Sr., 3) 
WLB 38 Justin Hall (Sr., 3) 9 


Phil Archer (Fr., 0) 
Astein Osei (Jr., 2) 
Curtese Poole (Sr., 2) 
Mike Lehan (So., 1) 


48 


13 Trevis Graham (Sr.,3) 39 


42 Willie Middlebrooks (Jr., 2)24 Andre Brown (Jr., 0) 
26 Clorenzo Griffin (Sr, 2) 27 Eli Ward (Fr., 0) 
21 Delvin Jones (Jr., 2) 40 Eric Lee (So., 0) 


Special Teams 


28 Dan Nystrom (So., 1) 

14 Preston Gruening (So., 1) 
4 Antoine Henderson (Sr., 3) 

32 Tellis Redmon (So., 1) 


| (#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
| NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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year ago coach Rick Minter had back- 
to-back games with Wisconsin and 
Ohio State. This year he has games 
against Syracuse and Wisconsin. What, 
werent Michigan and Nebraska available? 
“We don't mind going out and stretching 
ourselves, but there has to be balance,” says 
Minter, who said the schedule was made 


Deontey Kenner 


before athletic director Bob Goin was hired. 

Cincinnati expects to be better. The 
improvement should yield favorable results 
— beginning in late September. 


The number of player games 

that were missed last season 

by those who were in the 
Bearcats’ two-deep. 


Charles Spencer, a transfer from Missouri 
Western College, and Ray Jackson, a former 
starting fullback at Michigan, make a formi- 
dable running back duo. Jackson is, at 221 
pounds, strong enough to run inside the tack- 
les. But he also possesses the speed to get out- 
side, and should earn the starting role. 

If the university suspension DeMarco 
McClesky received in the wake of rape charges 
(he was cleared) is lifted, the Bearcats will have 
one of the conference’s best backfields. 
McClesky was the team’s top rusher in 1998 
with 861 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

What makes things favorable for a strong 
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running attack is the offensive line’s return. In 
addition to five starters back, Michigan State 
transfer Shawn Murphy will be a backup. 

Antonio Chatman and LaDaris Vann are 
two of eight returning players who caught 
passes last year. Chatman, who has breakaway 
speed, had 328 yards and 17 receptions dur- 
ing a three-week span last season. Vann is a 
crafty receiver, adept at using his 
body as a shield when he leaps for 
receptions, and he can run away 
from defensive backs. Jason 
Collins-Baker is more experi- 
enced, with enough speed to beat 
opponents deep, but is often 
used as a possession receiver. 

Cincinnati has opened up its 
offense and will run out of the 
shotgun and may even employ 
five-receiver sets. Deontey Ken- 
ner enters the fall as the No. 1 
starter, but will be challenged by 
juco transfer Adam Hoover. 

Defensive coordinators have 
had a habit of staying in Cincin- 
nati only long enough to order a 
few bowls of the city’s famous 
Skyline Chili. But Rick 
Smith is back for another 
year armed with a formidable 
front seven. 

At 6'4", 335, tackle Mario 
Monds anchors the line. His size doesn't 
limit his effectiveness. He has the kind of 
speed that unnerves quarterbacks and the 
strength to fight through double-teams. 
In a SportsCenter moment last year, he 
overpowered Southern Miss quarterback 
Jeff Kelly, driving him to the turf with 
one hand. The takedown created a fum- 
ble, which Monds recovered. “This guy is 


Sam Jordan 


6'4" and 330 and he runs a 4.9,” Minter } DE 
says of Monds. “You are on an NFL level Hl 
when you talk of a guy that size.” DE 


Linebackers Troy Evans and Eddie } 18 
Johnson should battle for the team lead in 


OF LB 
tackles. Evans, a former walk-on, isn’t | og 
afraid to hit and plays with passion. ss 


Cornerback Danny “Blue” Adams | 
returns after missing last season because of 
knee surgery. He bolsters a secondary that 
returns one starter. Adams struggled play- } p 
ing man coverage as a freshman, but often | KR 
covered his mistakes with outstanding i 
athletic plays. He had four interceptions 
in Cincinnati’ final four games 

The returning starter, DeJuan Gossett, 
begins his second year at free safety after 


ATHLON® SPoORTS™ 


moving over from linebacker. Gossett fin- 
ished with 107 tackles in 1999. 

Cornerback Ivan Fields is perhaps the best 
in the secondary against the run. Fields 
stopped Wisconsin’s Ron Dayne at the goal 
line in the closing seconds to preserve the 
Bearcats’ upset win a year ago. Strong safety 
Gerry Ruff earns a promotion from mostly 
nickel back duty a year ago. 

The Bearcats are hopeful that incoming 
kicker Victor DiMauro, a native of Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, is the answer to what was a woeful part 
of the team in 1999. Punter Adam Wulfeck 
doesn’t outkick his coverage, is consistent with 
his hang time and is always in the 40-45 yard 
range with his punts. 

Chatman will return kicks. He has 
sprinter’s speed and averaged 27.9 yards on 
nine kickoff returns a year ago. He and Vann 
will share the punt return duties.(120) 

Continuity may benefit the Bearcats. 
Cincinnati returns its defensive staff, one that 
became reputable under Smith a year ago. 
But Minter, who received a contract extension 
through 2002 after the team’s 1997 Humani- 
tarian Bowl trip, must produce. Injuries or not, 
daunting schedule or not. 


Offense (9) 


1 Antonio Chatman (Sr., 1) 841 Tim Walker (Jr., 1) 
77 Mike Love (Sr., 1) 78 Shawn Murphy (So., 0) 
71 Andy Weinhelmer (Jr., 2) 73 Ted Forrest (Jr., 2) 
50 Doug Rosfeld (Sr., 3) 70 Jason Lisek (Sr., 0) 
72 Kirt Doolin (So., 1) 60 DeWayne Johnston (Jr, 1) 
67 Josh Gardner (So., 1) 61 Chris Rehfuss (Fr., 0) 
87 Ashley Hunt (Sr., 3) 82 Nate Hice (Sr., 1) 

7 Deontey Kenner (Sr, 3) 10 Adam Hoover (Jr., 0) 

9 Charles Spencer (Jr.,0) 32 Nathan Wize (Jr., 2) 
33 Ray Jackson (Jr., 0) 37 Uoyd Garden (Jr, 2) 

2 Jason Collins-Baker (Sr., 3) 6 LaDaris Vann (So., 4) 


Defense (8) 


99 Darryll Ransom (So.,1) 96 Kirk Gibbs (Sr., 1) 

90 Mario Monds (Sr., 1) 98 Greg Lee (Sr., 1) 

94 Kirk Thompson (Jr., 1) 95 DeMarcus Billings (So., 1) 
93 Derrick Adams (So.,1) 58 Joe Hamilton (Jr., 2) 

48 Troy Evans (Sr., 2) 39 Lewis Carter (Jr., 2) 

52 Eddie Johnson (Sr., 3) 51 Willis Edwards (So., 1) 


25 Isaac Thomas (Sr., 1) 42 Antonio Davis (Sr., 1) 
24 Blue Adams (So., 1) 4 LaVar Glover (Jr., 2) 
40 Gerry Ruff (Sr., 1) 36 Freddy Smith (Sr., 3) 
22 DeJuan Gossett (Sr, 3) 21 Frank Lang (So., 1) 

26 Ivan Fields (So., 1) 31 Anthony Thomas (Jr., 1) 


Special Teams 


16 Jonathon Ruffin (So., 1) Victor DiMauro (Fr., 0) 
14 Adam Wulfeck (Jr., 2) 
1 Antonio Chatman (Sr., 1) 


1 Antonio Chatman (Sr.,1) 6 LaDaris Van 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Boise State 


Broncos 


verything went right for the Boise 
State Broncos in 1999. Expected to 
finish no better than third in the Big 


West Conference by the the coaches and most 
media, the Broncos won 10 games en route to 
a 10-3 record and won the team's first-ever 
Division I-A bowl game, defeating Louisville 
34-31 in the Crucial.com Humanitarian 


All-Big West quarterback Bart Hendricks. 

The senior completed 57.8 percent of his 
passes last season (203-of-351) for 2,746 
yards, 22 touchdowns and 13 interceptions. 
When not throwing, Hendricks can tuck the 
ball and run, adding 357 yards rushing. 

“What more do you say about (Hen- 
dricks),” Boise State coach Dirk Koetter says. 
“We've got the Offensive Player 
of the Year in the league. Behind 
him, we have a young group of 
receivers and depth at tailback. 
We have very solid skill players 
now and we are deep at those 
positions.” 

Three of the Broncos’ top four 
rushers return for a team that 
averaged 160 yards on the 
ground. 

Senior Davy Malaythong is 
the top returning rusher, having 
gained 577 yards with six touch- 
downs in ’99. Sophomore Brock 
Forsey picked up 331 yards on 
75 carries and senior Aristotle 
Thompson added 156 yards on 
46 carries. 

Forsey is expected to con- 
tend with Malaythong for the 
starting spot, especially after 
his 152-yard rushing perfor- 
mance in the Humanitarian 


Boise State SID 


WR 80 Jeb Putzier (Jr., 2) 


consideration for the Jim Thorpe award. Dees 
has led the conference in interceptions the 
past two seasons. He added 39 tackles and 
broke up 17 passes a year ago, often forcing 
quarterbacks to look to the other side of the 
field. 

Sophomore free safety Quintin Mikell had 
an outstanding freshman year, recording 99 
tackles, including nine for losses. He also 
broke up nine passes and had two sacks en 
route to earning second-team all-conference 
honors. 

Linebacker Kareem Williams, a senior, 
returns as well. Williams was third on the 
team in tackles with 70 and was second in 
sacks with five. 

“Dempsey, Kareem and Quintin are three 
excellent players to build around on defense, 
as well as (senior defensive tackle) Bradly 
Phillips in the middle of our defensive line,” 
Koetter says. “Our safety situation is very 
good. 

“We are real excited about the potential of 
this team, but it is a long road. We are just get- 
ting started. We have to stay healthy and we 
have to keep getting better. And the guys have 
to want to do it (win the league title) again.” 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


5 Brian O'Neal (Jr., 4) 


Bart Hendricks 


Bowl game. 

The Broncos now look to defend their Big 
West championship, the last one ever for the 
conference. Boise State will compete in the 
Western Athletic Conference next season. 
North Texas, Idaho, New Mexico State, Utah 
State and Arkansas State, a football-only 
member in the Big West, start play in the Sun 
Belt Conference, which has not been spon- 
soring football. Nevada, a former Big West 
team, is competing in the WAC this year. 
LN} other than Boise State that have 

a blue field. The turf was installed 


in 1986 and is seen on national televi- 
sion during the Humanitarian Bowl. 


The number of U.S. stadium’s 


Defending the league title wontt be easy, as 
New Mexico State and Idaho will likely chal- 
lenge the Broncos, but Boise State has the 
resources with which to do it. The team 
returns seven offensive and five defensive 
starters. Leading the way offensively is 1999 
Offensive Player of the Year and first-team 


Bowl. He also returned kicks last year, 
averaging 25.9 yards per return. 

Boise State appears strong at wide 
receiver. Junior Jeb Putzier led the team in 
receiving with 39 catches for 514 yards, 
good for second-team all-conference hon- 
ors. Putzier is a big target (6'5"). 

Talented sophomore Jay Swillie came 
on strong last season with 21 receptions in 
the final five games of 1999 while sopho- 
more Lou Fanucchi led the team in receiv- 
ing in three of the last four regular-season 
contests. 

Gone is first-team all-conference player 
Dave Stachelski at tight end and all-con- 
ference guards Jeremy Mankins and Willy 
Van Gorder. Senior Robby Snelling is 
expected to fill the shoes of Stachelski 
while junior left tackle Derek Olley and 
sophomore Scott Huff will lead the line. 
Joining Olley and Huff will be sopho- 


LT 71 Derek Olley (Jr., 2) 

LG 58 Matt Navest (Jr. 0) 

C 56 Scott Huff (So., 1) 

RG 78 Rod Vian (So., 4) 

RT 77 Matt Hill (Jr., 2) 

TE 85 Robby Snelling (Sr., 1) 
QB 17 Bart Hendricks (Sr., 3) 
RB 25 Davy Malaythong (Sr., 3) 
FB 39 Shay Swan (Sr. 2) 33 Matt Strohfus (So., 1) 
WR 1 Jay Swillie (So., 1) 84 Lou Fanucchi (So., 1) 


Defense (5) 


DE 59 Sky Dumont (Jr., 0) 93 Marcus Purkiss (So., 0) 
DT 98 Bobby Hammer (So.,1) 69 Dane Oldham (Fr., 0) 
DT 55 Bradly Phillips (Sr, 3) | 51 Tony Altieri (So., 4) 
DE 94 Jeff Copp (Sr., 2) 86 Ryan Atkinson (So., 0) 
LB 42 Kareem Williams (Sr. 2) 46 LaGary Mitchell (Fr., 0) 
LB 49 Justin Howell (Sr., 1) 47 Justin Brown (So., 1) 
WS 3 Shaunard Harts (Sr.,3) 18 Wes Nurse (Fr., 0) 
SS 43 Greg Sasser (Jr., 2) 13 Travis Burgher (Fr., 0) 
FS 9 Quintin Mikell (So.,1) | 20 Josh Comte (Fr., 0) 
CB 41 Dempsy Dees (Sr., 3) 6 Julius Brown (Fr., 0) 
CB 31 Randy Selden (So., 0) 15 D. Ross (Sr., 1) 
Special Teams 
K 19 Nick Calaycay (So., 1) 


P 32 Jeff Edwards (Sr., 1) 
KR 36 Brock Forsey (So., 1) 


60 Jason Turner (Fr., 0) 
72 Scott Buttice (Sr., 1) 
72 Scott Buttice (Sr., 1) 
79 Jose Caywood (Jr., 0) 
76 Nick Lemalu (So., 0) 
82 Kevin Louwsma (Fr., 0) 
11 B.J. Rhode (So., 0) 
36 Brock Forsey (So., 1) 


i i juni PR 36 Brock So., 1 
more Rob Vian at right guard and junior Prien a aes 
Matt Hill, who is moving from the defen- | BOLD indicates returning starters 


NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


sive side of the ball to right tackle. 
Returning to the defense is senior cor- 
nerback Dempsey Dees, who could earn 


Head Coach: Dirk Koetter 
2000 Prediction: ist Big West 


1999 Record (Big West): 10-3 (5-1) 
Bronco Stadium (30,000) 
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Tigers 


sk the average LSU Tiger fan what he 
A expects from Nick Saban and he'll say 
something like: “He’s getting paid 

$1.25 million to win football games.” 
Winning more games than they lose is 
something LSU coaches haven't done in eight 
of the last 11 seasons. It was two losing sea- 
sons that sent Gerry DiNardo packing and 


4 


* « 


Ryan Clark 


helped lure Saban from Michigan State for a 
salary that places him among the five best- 
paid college football coaches in the country. 
If the Tigers have better luck with injuries 
to the offensive line, Saban’s pro-style align- 
ment should do better than finishing second- 
to-last in the SEC with a paltry 2.9 yards per 
rush. Louis Williams gives Saban a solid 
anchor at left tackle, and a group of talented 
bodies at tight end — Joe Domingeaux, 
Robert Royal and Kyle Kipps — suggests LSU 


will make a little more noise running the ball. 


The number of interceptions, 

a school record, thrown last 

season by Josh Booty, who man- 
aged to do it in eight starts. 


The guys running it will be sophomore 
Domanick Davis, a quick starter who aver- 
aged 4.3 per carry as the team’s No. 2 rusher, 
and LaBrandon Toefield, a redshirt freshman 
who has unusual speed for a 224-pounder. 
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At the fullback spot, Saban hopes to make 
good use of Tommy Banks both as a blocker 
and a receiver. The new coach is banking on 
an off-season regimen to keep injuries to a 
minimum, especially up front, where LSU 
failed to have the same tackle-to-tackle 
starters for two successive games. 

Josh Booty put the ball in the air 333 times 
last year (third most in school 
history) but completed only 48 
percent of his passes, seven for 
touchdowns. Rohan Davey, who 
delivered the most impressive 
performance by an LSU quarter- 
back when he threw for three 
TDs in a win over Arkansas, 
would have battled Booty for the 
starting job in the spring had he 
not torn knee ligaments during a 
pickup basketball game. He's iffy 
for the season. 

The Tigers have their top four 
receivers returning, led by Jerel 
Myers, who caught 64 passes for 
854 yards as a freshman. Abram 
Booty, brother of the quarter- 
back, will be back running preci- 
sion routes, as will Reggie 
Robinson. 

The Tigers’ defense will be 
going from what was a 
porous 3-4 under Lou Tep- 
per to a 4-3. Linebackers Treverence Faulk 
and Bradie James have left Saban smiling. 
Line coach Pete Jenkins is expecting big 
things from returning starters Muskingum 
Barnes and Kareem Mitchell, along with 
Jarvis Green, Howard Green, Willie Gray 
and Kenderick Allen. 

Saban likes the quickness of his defen- 
sive backs, adding, “we could use more 
size.” Because some cornerbacks were 
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employed as drop-linebackers in the 3-4, } OT 
Saban is facing a re-education job in the ce 
case of Norman LeJeune and Lionel } te 
Thomas. Terrence O’Bryant, who missed } 8 
last season because of a torn Achilles, = 
enjoyed an impressive spring. $s 

If senior Fred Booker, who started every | FS 
; cB 
game at cornerback, is correct, the defense 
against the pass, which allowed 196 yards . 


a game, should show marked improve- 
ment. “I wish I had another year because 
its an exciting defense,” he says. “He 
teaches us techniques that put us in posi- 
tion to make more plays and, hopefully, 
more interceptions.” While 17 picks put 
the Tigers near the top of the conference, 
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Head Coach: Nick Saban 
2000 Prediction: Sth SEC West 
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they had a penchant for giving up the big play. 

Saban feels lack of defensive consistency 
contributed to the fact LSU lost nine games 
the last two years in the second half. “Pass 
defense,” he says, “begins with the rush and 
we plan on attacking, with trying to make use 
of our speed and quickness.” He was talking 
mainly of James and Faulk. An All-SEC 
freshman, James had three sacks, three quar- 
terback hurries, two breakups, and one pick. 
Faulk became a starter in the fourth game of 
his rookie season and kept the job as a consis- 
tent harasser of quarterbacks. Green, who has 
NFL potential, led the team with seven sacks. 

Saban was happy to have placekicker John 
Corbello returning after hitting all extra 
points (21-for-21) and going 9-for-12 in field 
goals. The situation is not sunny in the punt- 
ing department with the loss of Corey Gibbs, 
who led the SEC with a 43-yard average. It 
means the job could fall to redshirt freshman 
Donnie Jones, who averaged 43 yards as a 
high school senior. 

In the return game, Davis could perform 
double duty. He led the team in punt and 
kickoff returns, and was fourth in the SEC 
with a kickoff-return average of 24.7 yards. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (6) 


3 Jerel Myers (So., 1) 88 Abram Booty (Sr., 3) 
70 Louis Williams (Sr.,3) 68 Brandon Winey (Sr. 2) 
76 Bob Wynne (So., 0) 78 Dwayne Pierce (Jr., 1) 
64 John Compton (Sr., 1) 79 Jason Underwood (Jr., 1) 


75 Trey Langley (Sr., 3) 60 Rodney Reed (Fr., 0) 
69 Jason Baggett (Jr., 1) 74 Brad Smalling (So., 1) 
86 Robert Royal (Sr., 2) 87 Joe Domingeaux (Jr., 2) 
14 Josh Booty (Jr., 1) 16 Craig Nall (Jr, 1) 


31 Domanick Davis (So., 1) 
43 Tommy Banks (Sr., 3) 82 Mike Lillie (Sr., 1) 
4 Reggie Robinson (Jr., 2) 25 Josh Reed (So., 1) 


Defense (5) 


97 Kareem Mitchell (Sr.,1) 85 Kyle Kipps (Jr., 2) 

63 Howard Green (Jr., 0) 94 Melvin Richey (Fr., 0) 

55 Willie Gray (So., 1) 91 Muskingum Barnes (Jr., 1) 

59 Jarvis Green (Jr., 2) 90 Terry Phillips (So., 0) 

56 Jeremy Lawrence (So., 1) 17 Bubba Alexander (Sr., 2) 

34 Treverence Faulk (So., 1) 42 Chris Cooper (So., 0) 

11 Bradie James (So., 1) 52 Thomas Dunson (Jr., 2) 
1 Fred Booker (Sr. 3) 28 Lionel Thomas (Jr., 2) 
5 Damien James (So.,1) | 36 Norman LeJeune (So., 1) 
2 Ryan Clark (Jr., 2) 29 Terrence O'Bryant (Jr., 0) 
9 Robert Davis (Jr., 2) 33 Demetnus Hookfin (So., 1) 

Special Teams 

40 John Corbello (So., 1) 

80 Donnie Jones (Fr., 0) 

31 Domanick Davis (So., 1) 

31 Domanick Davis (So., 1) 


41 LaBrandon Toefield (Fr., 0) 


1999 Record (SEC): 3-8 (1-7) 
Tiger Stadium (91,600) 
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Cardinal 


as last season a fluke, or a signal of 
Stanford’s ascent to the Pac-10 
elite? Its defense should be as good 
as last year, although that’s not saying much, 
and the conference is no longer intimidating. 
But Stanford lost the major components of a 
passing game that carried it to the Rose Bowl, 
and this is not a program that simply reloads, 


DeRonnie Pitts 


“We've got a team that is going to change 
on us,” says coach Tyrone Willingham. “We 
lose four All-Pac-10 players on offense. 
Maybe other teams have been through that, 
but I never have.” 


A The number of 1999 recep- 
tions made by Stanford wide 
receivers who are no longer on 


the team. 


Cardinal coaches are optimistic enough 
about their running backs that they switched 
halfback Coy Wire to defense. Brian Allen's 
breakaway speed and Kerry Carter's inside 
power give coaches the versatility they want at 
halfback. The small, speedy Allen had a num- 
ber of long runs and led the team in rushing, 
even though he did not start the first six 
games. Carter is particularly effective at get- 
ting those tough yards inside the 20-yard line, 
and he had six rushing touchdowns. 

The losses of all-conference linemen Mike 


McLaughlin and Jeff Cronshagen are signifi- 


cant, but they will be countered by the addi- 
tion of freshman offensive tackle Kwame 
Harris. If he is half as good as recruiters think, 
he will step right in alongside Greg Schindler, 
Eric Heitmann and Zack Quaccia to form a 
formidable run-blocking group. Tight end 
Russell Stewart is a pretty good blocker, too. 

All-America wide receiver Troy Walters is 
gone. All-conference quarterback 
Todd Husak also is gone, and Joe 
Borchard, Husak’s apparent suc- 
cessor, might sign a pro baseball 
contract. Suddenly, the big-play 
passing attack that led the Pac-10 
does not look so intimidating. 

If Borchard does not go with 
baseball, things should be OK. 
He played often and well last sea- 
son and provides a scrambling 
potential Husak didn’t. If he 
leaves, the quarterback will either 
be redshirt freshman Chris Lewis 
or senior Randy Fasani, rated as 
the nation’s top prep quarterback 
in 1996, who has played as much 
at tight end and linebacker as he 
has at quarterback. 

Wide receiver DeRonnie 
Pitts is a big, tough posses- 
sion receiver, but he’s not a 
deep threat. Caleb Bowman 
and Ryan Wells, with six 
receptions between them, will probably 
round out the wideout rotation. 

The tight end usually has a limited 
involvement in the passing game at Stan- 
ford, but that may change this year, espe- 
cially if redshirt freshman Darin Naatjes, 
a tremendous athlete, is ready to step in. 

As maligned as Stanford’s defense was 
last year, it did play the run effectively 
and should do so again if it can find ade- 
quate inside linebackers. The defensive 
front is the team’s strength. Despite off- 
season shoulder and knee surgery, Willie 
Howard is as athletic and talented as any 
defensive tackle in the country, and his 
personality provides the glue that holds 
the defense together. He was voted the 
top defensive lineman in the conference 
last year after recording 19 tackles for loss. 

Though more of a pass-rusher (13 
sacks), outside linebacker Riall Johnson 
can make the big plays against the run. 
Stanford may have trouble replacing its 
steady, albeit unspectacular, inside line- 
backers, Sharcus Steen and Mare Stock- 
bauer. The Cardinal cannot afford to be 


Peter Brouillet 
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Head Coach: Tyrone Willingham 
2000 Prediction; 8th Pac-10 


meek at this position and may try several 
players at those critical spots. 

On the other hand, teams may be able to 
pass at will against Stanford. They almost did 
last year. The pass rush Johnson and Howard 
supply will force quarterbacks to hurry, but if 
the throwers have time to throw, receivers 
should be open. 

Cornerback Ruben Carter is the team’s best 
cover man, but he has a tendency to get beat 
deep. The other corner job is up in the air, 
with Ryan Fernandez and Brian Taylor vying 
for a spot that may be a target of opposing 
quarterbacks. 

Tank Williams is an athletic free safety who 
has the potential to be something special, and 
the Cardinal hopes the move of Wire from 
running back to strong safety solves some 
apparent problems there. 

Although Stanford has solved its placekick- 
ing woes with Mike Biselli, who hit 14-of-17 
field-goal attempts last season, punter Sean 
Tolpinrud needs to improve his distance and 
his hang time. Losing one of the nation’s best 
punt-returners, Walters, won't help. Pitts and 
Wells are adequate return men, but neither is 


of Walters’ caliber. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


2 DeRonnie Pitts (Sr.,3) 21 Eddie Gayles (Sr., 0) 
Kwame Harris (Fr., 0) 76 Paul Weinacht (Jr., 1) 
60 Zack Quaccia (Sr., 2) 66 Edmond O'Neal (So., 0) 

65 Mike Holman (So., 0) 62 Tom Kolich (Jr., 0) 

75 Eric Heitmann (Jr., 2) 64 Damion Tinsley (Sr., 0) 
69 Greg Schindler (Jr, 1) 68 Ben Garrison (Sr., 1) 
84 Russell Stewart (Sr.,3) 83 Matt Wright (Sr., 1) 

4 Ryan Wells (Jr., 1) 3 Caleb Bowman (Jr. 4) 
11 Joe Borchard (Sr., 2) 12 Randy Fasani (Sr., 2) 
33 Casey Moore (Jr. 1) 41 Byron Glaspie (Sr., 2) 
34 Brian Allen (Jr., 2) 8 Kerry Carter (So., 1) 


Defense (5) 


70 Sam Benner (St., 2) 99 Matt Leonard (Jr., 1) 
77 Willie Howard (Sr., 3) 78 Travis Pfeifer (Sr., 2) 
93 Trey Freeman (Jr., 1) 56 Craig Albrecht (Jr., 0) 
94 Austin Lee (Sr. 2) 92 Marcus Hoover (Sr., 2) 
97 Riall Johnson (Sr. 3) 40 Scott Giles (Jr, 1) 
52 Anthony Gabriel (Sr., 2) 50 Mike Burke (Sr., 2) 
51 Matt Friedrichs (Sr, 2) 54 Brian Gaffney (So., 0) 
42 Ruben Carter (Sr., 2) 314 Garry Cobb (Jr., 0) 
22 Coy Wire (Sr., 2) 45 Simba Hodari (Sr., 2) 
13 Tank Williams (Jr., 2) 26 Aaron Focht (Sr., 2) 
15 Brian Taylor (Jr., 2) 18 Ryan Fernandez (Jr., 1) 
Special Teams 

17 Mike Biselli (Sr., 1) 
19 Sean Tolpinrud (Sr., 1) 

4 Ryan Wells (Jr., 1) 

2 DeRonnie Pitts (Sr., 3) 


1999 Record (Pac-10): 8-4 (7-1) 
Stanford Stadium (85,500) 
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Oklahoma State 


Cowboys 


ast year, it wasn't always apparent that 
L Oklahoma State knew where the end 
zone was. OSU finished 92nd nation- 
ally in total offense and 73rd in scoring 
offense — two key reasons the Cowboys went 
5-6 for the second consecutive year. 
For the first time since 1967, the Cowboys 
failed to have a 100-yard rusher in any game 


Tony Lindsay 


last season. Where do the Cowboys go from 
here? Jamaal Fobbs, the leading rusher in 
1999 with 544 yards, returns for his senior 
season at tailback. But the elusive and 
diminutive Fobbs has been susceptible to 
injuries, which could mean that the more 
sturdy Reggie White could be a key compo- 
nent of the running attack. 


> Oklahoma State’s average 
yards per carry last year. Only 
Baylor was worse in the Big 12. 


When healthy, quarterback Tony Lindsay 
is a threat to run — whether by design or out 
of necessity. But the key to an improved run- 
ning game must start up front. Senior tackle 
Josh Lind was a third-team All-Big 12 per- 
former last year and will be the anchor of the 
unit this season. But some young players need 
to step up in a hurry. The strength of the 
offense, and a key to the running game, is at 
tight end, where Marcellus Rivers, Bryan 
Blackwood and Khary Jackson return. All 


110 


had at least one start last season. Blackwood, 
who started six games, is the best blocker. 

Another key to the running game will be 
how effectively the Cowboys can throw. Last 
year, with Lindsay playing only six games 
because of a knee injury, defenses stacked the 
line of scrimmage and dared OSU to pass. 

It was a wise move, as the Cowboys ranked 
93rd_ nationally in passing. If 
Lindsay can stay healthy, those 
numbers could improve. 

The situation is further con- 
fused by the departure of top 
wide receivers Ethan Howell and 
Terrance Richardson. But Fobbs 
is an excellent pass receiver out of 
the backfield and Rivers is an out- 
standing target at tight end. 

The good news for the Cow- 
boys is that the defensive line, 
one of the pleasant surprises last 
year, returns virtually intact. The 
bad news is that the linebacker 
corps, the strength of the defense 
for years, has been depleted. 

Defensive linemen Zac 
Warner, Zac Akin and Kevin 
Williams all return to the 
lineup, and they all played a 
major role in the Cowboys’ 
top 10 finish nationally in 
total defense last year. But the 
losses at linebacker are extremely heavy. | jy 

Coach Bob Simmons stresses that the | t¢ 
Cowboys wont suffer a tremendous drop- | © 
off at linebacker. “I think we've done a | fe 
good job of recruiting and letting guys sit 
and learn,” Simmons says. One line- 
backer who has learned on the run is | gg 
Dwayne Levels, a co-starter as a sopho- | 18 
more and the Cowboys’ sixth-leading 
tackler. But aside from Levels, the Cow- 
boys are short on experience. 

The departure rate is equally alarming 
in the secondary. Alvin Porter is the lone 
returning starter after picking off three 
passes in 99 from his corner spot. 

The most promising newcomer is 
sophomore free safety Chris Massey, who 
played in all 11 games last season. The rest 
of the secondary is a bit of a mystery. Cor- | 
nerbacks Marcus Jones and Ricklan | p 
Holmes played well as backups last year, | KR 
but it’s safe to assume that opposing quar- | P® 
terbacks will test the relatively inexperi- | gory 
enced unit early and often. 

A key to the passing defense will be up 
front. If Thomas, Akin, Warner and 
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WR 20 Willie Young (So., 1) 


RT 73 Josh Lind (St, 3) 


90 Zac Akin (Sr., 3) 


Head Coach: Bob Simmons 
2000 Prediction: Sth Big 12 South 
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Williams can sufficiently hassle opposing quar- 
terbacks, the pass defense should be adequate. 

Last year’s kicker, Tim Sydnes, is gone. The 
leading candidate to replace the often-incon- 
sistent Sydnes is Seth Condley, who was 1-of- 
2 on field goal attempts last year. Punter Scott 
Elder returns after a decent season in which 
he averaged 39.3 yards per punt. But there 
also are some concerns about Elder, who 
missed spring practices with back problems. 

Fobbs is an outstanding kickoff return spe- 
cialist, while Gabe Lindsay, the younger 
brother of quarterback Tony Lindsay, appears 
ready to take over for the electrifying Terance 
Richardson as the punt returner. 

Bob Simmons, hailed as a hero after lead- 
ing the Cowboys to an 8-4 record and a bowl 
game in 1997, may be skating on thin ice if 
he can't get things turned around soon. Sim- 
mons has brought i in three new assistants. Del 
Miller, an assistant last year at Kansas State, is 
the new offensive coordinator. Mike Cassity 
served as OSU’s co-defensive coordinator, but 
when Rob Ryan left for the NFL, Cassity had 
the “co” removed from his title. Dave 
Huxtable is the new linebackers coach and 
Mike Jacobs, is the new offensive line coach. 


Offense (5) 
42 Rashaun Woods (Fr., 0) 
79 Jon Hayhurst (Fr., 0) 
74 Jason Rannebarger (Jr., 2) 
72 D.J. Grissom (Jr, 2) 
68 Jason Johnson (Jr., 2) 
52 Lawrence Chamberlain (Sr., 1) 
85. Marcellus Rivers (Jr., 2) 
42 Rashaun Woods (Fr., 0) 
) 16 Aso Pogi (Fr., 0) 
40 Tim Burrough (So.,1) 26 Mike Denard (So., 0) 
2 Jamaal Fobbs (Sr., 3) 4 Reggie White (Jr., 2) 
Defense (4) 
97 Zac Wamer (Sr., 3) 94 Juqua Thomas (Sr., 1) 
91 Chris Tyler (Jr., 2) 89 LaWaylon Brown (So., 1) 
95 Jason Russell (So., 1) 
58 Kevin Williams (So.,4) 94 Juqua Thomas (Sr., 1) 
31 Terrence Robinson (So., 1) 46. Ron Able (Jr., 0) 
47 Dwayne Levels (Jr., 2) 42 Jake Riffe (Jr., 2) 

1 Chris Carter (Sr, 3) 45 Greg Richmond (Fr., 0) 
45 Marcus Jones (Jr., 2) 22 Ricklan Holmes (So., 1) 
41 Robbie Gillem (Jr., 2) 3 Elbert Craig (Fr., 0) 

8 Chris Massey (So., 1) 12 Roger Bombach (Jr., 1) 

6 Alvin Porter (Sr, 2) 18 Michael Cooper (Jr., 0) 


Special Teams 


65 Kyle Eaton (So., 1) 
64 Jeff Machado (Jr., 2) 
62 Jon Vandrell (Sr., 1) 
66 Bryan Phillips (Jr., 2) 


34 Seth Condley (Jr, 1) 


81 Scott Elder (Jr., 2) 
2 Jamaal Fobbs (Sr., 3) 
44 Gabe Lindsay (Fr., 0) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big 12): 5-6 (3-5) 
Lewis Stadium (50,614) 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


Cougars 


T he buzz among Houston Cougar foot- 


ball fans is the return of a wide-open 
offensive attack, one reminiscent of the 
Run ’n’ Shoot of the early 1990s. 

New coach Dana Dimel built an exciting 
offense at Wyoming, where the Cowboys 
averaged 400 yards and nearly 30 points per 
game. A similar output at Houston, which is 


Jason McKinley 


possible with the talent Dimel inherits at 
quarterback and wide receiver, would send 
the Cougars to their first bowl since the 1996 
Liberty. 


Receiver Orlando Iglesias has 
™ at least one catch in 31 con- 
_ secutive games, the third-longest 
streak in Division I-A. 


Junior Leif Penn is expected to move into 
the starting role in Dimel’s one-back set. Penn 
is a shifty runner with deceptive strength. He 
has shown the ability to run between the 
tackles and around the ends, but he can run 
over, and past, defensive backs. He is also a 
receiving threat out of the backfield, which 
should make him more valuable in this 
offense. Sophomore Joffrey Reynolds will 
back up Penn and will provide a change of 
pace. 

Clearing the way for Penn and Reynolds 
should be senior guard Josh Lovelady and 
junior tackle Jabari Beauford. Lovelady is a 


on the running game. But McKinley 


versatile lineman whose switch from tackle to 
guard should be seamless. A punishing run 
blocker who vastly improved his pass-block- 
ing skills a year ago, Lovelady earned second- 
team all-conference honors at left tackle. 
Beauford, the other veteran on the line, is 
an adept run blocker with quick feet, but pos- 
sesses the strength to overpower a linebacker, 
The Cougars potentially will 
put one of the nation’s best 
receiving corps on the field, a 
plus for Dimel, who employs 
three wideouts in his system. 
Senior Orlando Iglesias and 
sophomore Brandon Middleton 
will be joined by senior Jerrian 
James, who missed last season 
while recovering from a broken 
leg. Iglesias is a physical receiver 
with great hands, although his 
greatest attribute is his excep- 
tional leaping ability. Middleton 
makes big plays after the catch 
and could be more of a threat 
after adding much-needed mus- 
cle in the off-season. And James 
is an explosive receiver who is 
dangerous in the open field. 
Senior quarterback Jason 
McKinley's passing numbers 
3 dropped a year ago as the 
Cougars placed an emphasis 


: 5 LT 70 Drew Lowery (Jr., 2) 64 Josh Demarr (Jr., 0) 
should prosper under Dimel, he displays } tg 76 Rex Hadnot (Fr, 0) 67 Darnerius Watson (Jr, 0) 
strength on the quick out and has a touch = 2 parapets a 7 a ates ee a 
hy iS ler (SO., 
for the fade route. , RT 79 Jabari Beauford (Jr, 2) 72 Grover Thompson (Jr., 0) 
Tight end Jonathan Pritchett, an excel- | TE 87 Jonathan Pritchett (Ir, 2) 85 Stephen Cucci (So., 1) 
lent blocker and receiver, should be more = is teaiiae ao i ns Sh i o ‘ 
3 A r., jeremy McCar ., 
involved with the passing game than he QB 46 Jason McKinley (Su, 3) 13 Brian Thiebaud (Sr, 1) 
was under the previous regime. RB 24 Leif Penn (Jr, 2) 1. Joffrey Reynolds (So., 1) 
One of the league's top rushing Defense (4) 


defenses a year ago, Houston will have to 
rebuild to match its 2.9 yards-per-carry 
average. 

The Cougars will look to senior defen- 
sive tackle Nikia Adderson as a starting 
point. Adderson, a second-team all-con- 
ference pick, is difficult to block because 


cB 


$s 


of his lower body strength and he is adept } FS 
at clogging the running lanes and pres- | 
suring the quarterback. 
Senior middle linebacker Wayne Rogers - 
provides run support, too. He is a punish- } kr 
PR 


ing tackler, one of the team’s hardest hit- 
ters, and a player with quick feet and 
deceptive speed. Junior Arthur Gissendan- 
ner returns from knee surgery that side- 
lined him the second half of last season. 


WR 8 Brandon Middleton (So., 1) 3 Kendall Williams (Sr., 3) 


Stud 22 Emile White (Sr., 3) 7 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach; Dana Dimel 
2000 Prediction: 4th C-USA 


His athleticism and speed make him ideal for 
the weak-side linebacker spot. 

Dimel’s secondary will rely on cornerbacks 
Jason Parker and Will Pettis. Parker and Pet- 
tis are expected to be two of the top cover cor- 
ners in a league that has built its reputation 
on the pass. Parker is a heady defender who 
excels in man coyerage because of his quick 
hands. Pettis draws the opposition’s top 
receiver and has routinely shut him down. 

Sophomore Antoine Johnson, junior 
Hamin Milligan and senior Emile White will 
move into starting roles in the secondary. 
While coaches like Johnson's aggressiveness 
and size, they're sold on Milligan’s talent. Mil- 
ligan was slated to start last season, but a pre- 
existing knee injury kept him off the field. 
And White, quick enough to play corner, 
made two starts last season and should 
develop into one of the defensive leaders. 

Senior Mike Clark is one of the top dual- 
purpose kickers in the league and should con- 
tinue in his role as the Cougars’ kicker and 
punter. Penn and senior Kendall Williams, a 
backup receiver, will return kickoffs. Pettis 
will move into the punt return role, a new 
one for him. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


34 Sam Hairston (Sr., 3) 84 Nate Williams (Sr., 1) 


91 Nikia Adderson (St, 1) 98 Rufus Williams (Jr, 1) 
69 Josh Tubbs (Fr., 0) 95 Bryan Hill (Jr., 0) 

97 Ryan Alvey (Jr., 0) 75 Lee Ingersoll (Jr., 0) 
41 Arthur Gissendanner (Jr., 2)33 Ronnie Braxton (Jr., 0) 
10 Wayne Rogers (Sr.,3) 54 Percy Forman (Jr., 2) 


24 Jason Parker (Jr., 2) 6 Bachie McGruder (Jr., 2) 
Heard Robinson (So., 1) 


Greg Holte (So., 1) 


2 Hamin Milligan (Jr., 0) 17 


4 Antoine Johnson (So., 1) 30 Clint deGroot (Jr., 2) 
5 Will Pettis (Sr. 1) 26 Reggie Medlock (So., 0) 
Special Teams 
47 Mike Clark (Sr., 1) 
47 Mike Clark (Sr., 1) 
21 Leif Penn (Jr., 2) 3 Kendall Williams (Sr., 3) 
5 Will Pettis (Sr., 1) 


1999 Record (C-USA); 7-4 (3-3) 
Robertson Stadium (33,000) 


111 


Hoosiers 
t isn’t as though Indiana football fans have 

i glory days to look back on fondly, but this 
is still getting old. 

In the last half of the ’90s, the Hoosiers 
went 15-40, and while an immediate turn- 
around under coach Cam Cameron was an 
unrealistic expectation, the improvement has 
been achingly slow. They went 2-9 in 


Antwaan Randle El 


Cameron's first season, then had back-to-back 
4-7 seasons. 

Now comes the critical fourth year for a 
team that returns 16 starters, including quar- 
terback and Heisman Trophy candidate 
Antwaan Randle El. 


¥ 


That was the last year the 

Hoosiers had a winning record. 

Since then, they've gone 15-40, 

including a 10-23 record in three 
years under Cam Cameron. 


No other Big Ten team has a more threat- 
ening offensive weapon as Randle El, who is 
wonderfully athletic and runs the option as 
though it were second nature. He gained 788 
yards rushing on 224 carries and scored 13 
touchdowns, and might have to be even more 
creative this season considering he'll work 
behind a young, inexperienced line. 

Leading the backfield is Levron Williams, 
who moved from receiver to tailback before 
last season, giving the Hoosiers another all- 


112 


purpose weapon. Williams averaged nearly 
seven yards per carry, helping the team aver- 
age 191.4 yards rushing. He'll be comple- 
mented this fall by A.C. Carter and Brian 
Lewis, a redshirt freshman who arrived with a 
load of high school accolades. 

If the Hoosiers are going to duplicate their 
rushing production from a year ago, they'll 
have to find some answers on the 
offensive line, which lost three 
starters to graduation. . 

Randle El is known for his 
running ability, but no one 
should underestimate the power 
of his arm. He threw for 2,277 
yards and 17 touchdowns, and 
he proved time and again he can 
go deep. 

The Hoosiers offer several sea- 
soned targets for Randle El, but 
again, the issue will be whether 
this new offensive line can pro- 
tect him. 

Versie Gaddis and Jerry 
Dorsey became the first IU 
receiving duo to reach 600 yards 
receiving apiece since 1983. 

Randle El likes to throw to 
his backfield mates 
Williams had 33 catches for 
360 yards and three touch- 
downs — so the Hoosiers 
offer plenty of options. 

Ir’s a good thing the Hoosiers can score 
a lot of points, because their defense is 
coming off a dismal season. Indiana 
allowed 430 yards per game, including 
211 yards rushing, and opponents scored 
an ayerage of 35.1 points. Stopping the 
run is the first order of business for new 
defensive coordinator James Bell. 

While the linebacking corps appears 
solid with three returning starters, 
Cameron says that area is still a concern. 
One important position shift from last 
season should pay off again this year. 
Justin Smith moved from strong safety to 
linebacker and led the team in tackles. 
Devin Shaffer moved from outside to 
inside linebacker last fall, and he has the 
size and athleticism that should make 
him a factor this year. 

The Hoosiers feel like they'll get more 
pressure from their line, which returns a 
veteran group that features nose tackle 
Paul Mandina and end Kemp Ras- 
mussen. 

Indiana’s secondary was dissected early 
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SE 39 Jerry Dorsey (Sr) 

LT 62 AC. Myler (So.) 

LG 70 Enoch DeMar (So.) 

C 75 Sione Ohuafi (Fr) 

RG 55 Jamarkus Gorman (Jr.) 
RT 69 Brett Taylor (So.) 

TE 89 Craig Osika | (Jn) 

QB 14 Antwaan Randle El (Jt) 
RB 5 Levron Williams (Jn) 
FB 26 ; De'Wayne Hogan (Sr) 

FL 2 Versie Gaddis (Sr) 


LE 92 Kemp Rasmussen (In) 
LT 95 Sean Nelson (So.) 
NG 73 Paul Mandina (St) 
RE 99 Derek Barnett (So.) 
SLB 27 Justin Smith (Jr) 
MLB. 8 Devin Schaffer (Jt) 
WLBS5A Joslin Goodman (Sr). 
LC 24 Maurice Tucker (Jr.) 
RC 22 Sharrod Wallace (Jr.) 
SS 20 Greg Yeldell (Jr) 
FS 15 Ron Bethel (So.) 


K 30 Andy Payne (Sr.) 


P 

KR 19 Derin Graham (Jr.) 
PR 19 Derin Graham (Jr.) 
-(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
“Head Coach: Cam Cameron 


2000 Prediction: 9th Big Ten 


SPOoRTS™ 


last season, but by the final month, improve- 
ment was evident. The defensive backs 
allowed only four touchdown passes in the 
last seven games, and in the finale against 
pass-happy Purdue, Drew Brees was held to 
197 yards (his lowest output of the season) 
and no touchdowns. 

The key, of course, will be how much pres- 
sure the defensive line can apply, but 
Cameron feels confident about what the sec- 
ondary can achieve. Sharrod Wallace is a 
smallish corner, but he can cover man-to- 
man and is one of the team’s better run-sup- 
porters. Maurice Tucker and Orlando 
Spencer shared time at the other corner. 
Returning at strong safety is Greg Yeldell, a 
top track-and-field athlete who clearly brings 
speed to the position. 

One of the best placekickers in the Big Ten, 
Andy Payne, returns, but gone is All-Big Ten 
punter Drew Hagan, who set an IU record 
with a 44.8-yard average. What Payne brings 
is a sure leg. He made 9-of-12 field goals, 
including eight-of-nine inside 40 yards, and 
made all 36 extra-point attempts. Ryan 
Hamre, a true freshman, will have the first 
shot at replacing Hagan. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


6 Henry Frazier (Jr.) 
60 Trevor Abbs (So.) 
65 Matt Genasci (Jr.) 
60 Trevor Abbs (So., 0) 
614 Anthony Oakley (Fr.) 

Antoine Grant (Jr.) 
81 Bobby Brandt (So.) 
14 Tommy Jones (So.) 

23 A.C. Carter (So.) 

14 Jeremi Johnson (So.) 
19. Derin Graham (Jr.) 


Defense (8) 


85. Stephen Anthony (So.) 
98 Dominique Smith (Jr.) 
83 Kris Dielman (So.) 
94 Tony Brown (Sr.) 

34 Brandon Rodgers Ur.) 
49 Robert Brown (Fr.) 
59 Herman Fowler (So.) 
9 Orlando Spencer (Sr.) 
7 Michael Hanley (So.) 
34 Brandon Rodgers (Jr.) 
25 Joe Gonzalez (So.) 


Special Teams 


Ryan Hamre (Fr.) 


1999 Record (Big Ten): 4~7 (3-5) 
Memorial Stadium (52,354) 


CoLLEGE FooTBALL 2000 


Tigers 


emphis coach Rip Scherer has been 
at the school since 1995 and has yet 
to record a winning season. So why 


did AD R.C. Johnson extend Scherer’s con- 
tract last fall through 2003? Johnson is bank- 
ing on the Tigers making Scherer’s sixth year 
the charm. Memphis closed 99 by winning 
four of six. “Anyone who doesn't realize we 


Kamal Shakir 


made significant progress last year doesn't 
want to give us any credit at all,” Scherer says. 
Jeff “Sugar” Sanders could emerge as a star 
running back this year. He is a powerful run- 
ner with speed to get to the corners. He needs 
to improve his pass-blocking and has been 
prone to fumble, but he could become the 
third 1,000-yard rusher in school history. 


) 


Darche Epting moves into the fullback 
role. He possesses excellent pass-catching 
skills. He could be pushed by freshman Shaka 
Hill, one of top recruits in Tennessee last year. 
Another key could be the development of 
junior Dernice Wherry, who spent his fresh- 
man year playing outside linebacker. 

No one will gain much yardage unless the 
Tigers solve some uncertainties on the line. 
Scherer spent the spring trying to find starters 
at center and left guard. Tackle DeCorye 


The number of blocked kicks 
Memphis recorded last year, 
second nationally to Nebraska (10). 


Hampton will clear most of holes along with 
all-conference candidate Artis Hicks. 
Quarterback Travis Anglin gives the offense 
an added dimension as a running threat. His 
health may determine the Tigers’ success. 
Anglin missed spring workouts because of 
shoulder surgery, just three months after 
undergoing knee surgery. Neil Suber started 
the first seven games of 1999, but 
doesn’t have Anglin’s mobility. 
There is not much experience 
at wideout, but juco transfer 
Reginald “Bunkie” — Perkins 
should contribute. Despite his 
slight build (5'9"), Perkins isn’t 
afraid to go across the middle. 
And, with 4.4 speed, he can get 
behind secondaries. Ryan John- 
son, who has good hands and 
runs precise routes, has the 
potential to become the pro- 
gram’s best receiver since Isaac 
Bruce. The Tigers also expect to 
take advantage of tight end Billy 
Kendall’s pass-catching skills. 
One of the nation’s lowest- 
rated defenses in 1998 became 
one of country’s Top 25 units 
in 99 and should be able to 
stay there. Former Clemson 
coach Tommy West returns 
to the game after a one-year 


Ric Fogel 


absence to handle the Memphis defense, = 
an aggressive, attacking unit that should } t¢ 
be stingy against the run. ¢ 
Tackles Marcus Bell and Calvin Lewis a 
anchor the front. Bell’s quickness at nose } Te 
tackle makes life miserable for opposing | 9 
centers, and ends Andre Arnold and Tony eS 
Brown can close fast from their positions. |} FL 
Linebacker Kamal Shakir has the speed 
to give quarterbacks fits. He led the team | bE 
with 15 quarterback hurries. DeMorrio } 5T 
Shank loves to hit as much as he loves to a 
talk and has the speed to keep running } 1B 
backs in check. The return of linebacker | 18 
Ian Williams, who underwent successful a 
brain surgery before last season, should } Fs 
provide a motivational boost. ss 
In the 1990s, the Memphis secondary - 
produced several NFL defensive backs. 
And Defensive Back U. could have : 
another NFL candidate after this season. } KR 
PR 


Senior Michael Stone has 4.3 speed and 
excellent cover skills at cornerback. 

Idrees Bashir will move from strong to 
free safety. He has a penchant for knowing 
where he is supposed to be at all times. 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Rip Scherer 
2000 Prediction: Sth C-USA 


The real strength here is the depth. Safety 
Keydrin Ward delivers some of the most pun- 
ishing blows in the secondary and safety 
Glenn Sumter, who missed last season reha- 
bilitating after knee surgery, isn’t far behind. 

Ryan White did not miss a field goal or an 
extra point as a rookie, but as a sophomore, 
he proved he was human, missing 6-of-19 
field goal tries but none of his 25 extra points. 

Punter Ben Graves, who redshirted last year, 
has not kicked since ’98. 

Among the nation’s lowest-rated punt 
return units last year (112th), the Tigers are 
going to give Johnson an opportunity to show 
his big-play potential. He'll also return kicks. 

For the first time in his Memphis tenure, 
Scherer will take a more active role in calling 
the plays, hoping to boost an offense that was 
ranked outside the Top 100 in I-A last year. 

“T think you'll see in this staff that it’s a 
quality group and an unselfish one,” Scherer 
says. “And what Tommy has done is watch 
what we did last year and incorporate it into 
what fits into his concepts. It may not be 
some of the same things we did last year in 
terms of alignments, but the philosophy 
wont change.” 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


9 Ryan Johnson (So., 1) 13 Al Sermon (Sr., 2) 
65 Artis Hicks (Jr, 2) 60 Austin O'Dell (Sr., 1) 
74 Trey Eyre (So., 1) 51 Jason Austin (Jr., 0) 
63 Josh Eargle (Jr., 1) 62. Jimond Pugh (So., 0) 
76 Lou Esposito (Sr., 3) 67 Matt Gehrke (So., 0) 


75 DeCorye Hampton (Sr., 1) 78 
88 Billy Kendall (Sr., 3) 90 Wade Smith (So., 1) 
15 Travis Anglin (So., 1) 14 Neil Suber (Jr, 2) 
20 Jeff “Sugar” Sanders (So., 1) 3 Dernice Wherry (Jr., 1) 
6 Darche Epting (So., 1) 93 Nick Tsatsaronis (Jr., 0) 
Reginald Perkins (Jr.,0) 10 Casey Rooney (So., 1) 


Defense (9) 


Baki Celaj (So., 0) 


97 Tony Brown (Jr., 1) 87 Patrick Willis (Sr., 2) 

70 Calvin Lewis (Sr., 3) 68 Joey Gerda (So., 1) 

54 Marcus Bell (Sr., 3) 72 Jarvis Slaton (Sr., 2) 

94 Andre Amold (Jr., 2) 84 Boris Penchion (So., 0) 
2 lan Williams (Sr., 2) 42 Greg Harper (Fr., 0) 

48 Kamal Shakir (Sr., 3) 77 Will Hyden (Fr., 0) 

45 DeMorrio Shank (Sr., 3) 80 Mobray Rowand (So., 0) 

21 Marcus Smith (Jr, 1) 17 Derrick Harmon (Fr., 0) 
5 Idrees Bashir (Jr, 2) 24 Glenn Sumter (Jr., 1) 

23 Fred Powell (Sr., 3) 16 Keydrin Ward (Jr., 2) 

44 Michael Stone (Sr, 2) 29 Quincy Stephenson (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


82 Ryan White (Jr., 2) 

85 Ben Graves (Sr., 1) 
9 Ryan Johnson (So., 1) 
9 Ryan Johnson (So., 1) 


1999 Record (C-USA): 5-6 (4-2) 
Liberty Bowl (62,380) 
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iami University will head into this 
season with loads of question 
marks, chief among them is how to 
replace star tailback Travis Prentice, who 
rushed for 1,659 yards and 17 touchdowns. 
Second-year coach Terry Hoeppner is coming 
off a 7-4 season last year, and he has 45 let- 


termen returning. 


-* 
Sly Johnson 


But he lost 12 starters from last season's 
team, and replacing them won't be easy. 

“There are a lot of questions in a lot of 
areas — offensive line, running backs, line- 
backers, the secondary and wide receivers,” 
Hoeppner said in the spring. “But we have a 
lot of young players who have been waiting 
for their chance.” 


That was a magic number for 

the RedHawks in '99. When 

Miami held its opponent to 31 

points or less, the RedHawks were 

7-0. When opponents scored 32 or 
more; Miami was 0-4. 


Prentice was college football’s all-time lead- 
ing scorer and No. 5 all-time rusher. The 
team must also replace last season's MAC 
Defensive Player of the Year, Dustin Cohen, 
and Miami's career record-holding receiver, 
‘Trevor Gaylor. 

“We've lost those guys (but) that’s the 
nature of the game,” says Hoeppner, whose 
RedHawks are shooting for their seventh con- 
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secutive winning season. “We can’t re-sign 
them. So who's going to replace them and 
how much of an impact it is going to have on 
this team is what we need to address.” 

Junior tailback Steve Little is the man most 
think will fill in for Prentice. But he’s the only 
returning running back with any official car- 
ries. He has totaled 257 yards on 60 carries 
the past two seasons. Other tail- 
back candidates include redshirt 
freshmen Andy Dooley and 
Daryl Robinson. 

The blocking up front may 
also be an unsettled matter. 
Three linemen from last year's 
team are gone, but the off-season 
conditioning of several replace- 
ments could help. Alex Sulfsted, 
Phil Hawk and Joe Costello have 
all logged considerable minutes 
at tackle, while Brian Luebke and 
several juniors all figure to play 
key roles. 

Although the RedHawks must 
replace seven offensive starters, 
they do have the luxury to 
rebuild around third-year start- 
ing quarterback Mike Bath, 
who is on pace to break a 
number of Miami career 
passing marks. He set single- 
season marks with 2,525 


Miami SID 


passing yards last season and 24 touch- - 
downs, and since he moved into the start- } 16 
ing lineup in 1998, the RedHawks have | © 
won 17 of 22 games. a 
Also expected to return is speedy wide } TE 
receiver Sly Johnson, who is coming off a } 98 
knee injury. At the time of his injury last ss 
season, Johnson was ranked second } ft 


nationally in receiving yards per game. 
Johnson will be complemented by senior 
Ty Buxton, as well as a host of sopho- 
mores. 

Together, the throwing and catching 
combo will attempt to duplicate what 
Miami managed to do a lot last season — 
strike quickly. Of the team’s 43 scoring 
drives, 17 spanned less than one minute, 
while more than half of them took less 
than 90 seconds. 

Six starters on defense return from last 
year, led by 1999 first-team all-conference } KR 
tackle Andy Aracri. He leads a host of | PR 
returning players on the defensive line, 
which is expected to be one of the team’s 
top units this season. Led by Aracri, the 
defense registered 38 sacks last season. 


S8ASESERS9R 
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The team lost four linebackers last season to 
season-ending injuries. Those losses led to the 
team’s worst defensive season since 1988. 
Senior linebacker Nick Monk, who began his 
career as a fullback, will be a key figure. 

Losing honorable mention all-conference 
safety Versellias Hammond wont help, but 
three senior cornerbacks are back, along with 
second-year safety Jacob Yavasile. And even 
though the defensive unit finished last season 
ranked 20th nationally in pass efficiency 
defense, the secondary accounted for only 
eight of the team’s 14 interceptions. 

Several return men are back to help boster 
special teams, along with punter Kent 
McCullough and kicker Andy Brumbergs, 
who made nine of his last 10 field-goal 
attempts last season. 

Hoeppner, 52, did a fantastic job in his 
first season after serving as an assistant at the 
school since 1986. He replaced Randy 
Walker, who left last season to take the head 
job at Northwestern. But going 6-2 in the 
conference’s east division and finishing in sec- 
ond place is not enough for Hoeppner, who 
was part of the school’s last conference title in 


86. 


Offense (4) 


3 Sly Johnson (Sr., 3) 5 Ty Buxton (Sr., 3) 


75 Alex Sulfsted (Sr., 2) 74 Jacob Bell (Fr., 0) 

76 Brian Luebke (Sr., 3) 77 Paul Thaler (Jr., 2) 

62 Jeremy Lee (Jr., 0) 63 Justin Smith (So., 0) 

73 Phil Hawk (Jr., 2) 79 Jon Ryder (Jr, 1) 

78 Joe Costello (Jr, 2) 71 Ben Herrell (Fr., 0) 

86 Mike Sullivan (Sr., 3) 84 Robert Frazier (Jr., 2) 
8 Mike Bath (Sr. 3) 15 John Schacke (Sr., 2) 

32 Julian Goodman (Jr., 2) 49 Will Stanley (Fr., 0) 

25 Steve Little (Jr., 2) 27 Daryl Robinson (Fr., 0) 

80 Jason Branch (So., 1) 21 Eddie Tillitz (So., 0) 

Defense (6) 


92 Bob Petrovic (Jr, 2) 57 Phil Smith (Fr., 0) 
98 Andy Aracri (Sr., 3) 96 Gino DiGiandomenico (Jr., 2) 
56 Ryan Terry (So., 1) 89 Joe Lyman (Sr., 2) 
55 Brian Potter (Jr., 2) 58 Kurt Mester (So.,1) 
48 Robert Jordan (Sr., 3) 21 Eddie Price (So., 1) 
37 Nick Monk (Sr., 3) 51 Cortt Cousino (So., 1) 
33 Gary Richardson (So., 1) 47 Mike Montgomery (Sr., 3) 
1 Michael Adams (Jr., 2) 29 Paul Tripp (Fr., 0) 
28 Jacob Yavasile (So., 1) 7 Rod Clark (Jr., 2) 
6 Brandon Godsey (Sr.,3) 17 Matt Robillard (So., 1) 
2 DeMarrio Jones (Sr.,3) 18 Milt Bowen (So., 1) 
Special Teams 
87 Andy Brumbergs (So, 1) 
10 Kent McCullough (Sr., 3) 
3 Sly Johnson (Sr., 3) 
21 Eddie Tillitz (So., 0) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Northern Illinois 


Huskies 


he final record was not all that sensa- 
T tional, but after going 5-6 last season 
— the best record at the school since 

1992 — Northern Illinois has something to 
build on. In particular, the team’s second- 
place finish in the Mid-American Conference 
West Division gives everyone hope for 2000. 
Fifth-year coach Joe Novak has 18 return- 


Ryan Diem 


ing starters on his squad, and national recruit- 
ing expert Tom Lemming considers NIU’s 
incoming class to be the best in the confer- 
ence. Still, the coach is cautious. “Right now 
I can't say we're with the elite in the MAC,” 
Novak says. “The way we lost at Marshall and 
at Toledo, it was a bit of a wake-up call for us. 
Talk doesn’t do it. We have to do it on the 
field. We're still building a program.” 


Chris Finlen hooked up with 

wide receiver Darrell Hill on a 

96-yard touchdown strike against 

Eastern Michigan last season. It was 

the longest pass play in Northern Illi- 
nois history. 


And he feels as if his troops are getting 
closer. A four-game winning streak in the 
middle of last season, the longest at Northern 
Illinois since 1990, helped with that. 

“We finally have some competition on the 
roster,” Novak says. “It’s a talented group. It’s 
the best and deepest squad we've had. The 
potential is there again. We just have to con- 


tinue to get better.” 

The Huskies’ tailback position may be the 
strongest in the conference with the nation’s 
ninth most productive rusher in senior 
William Andrews (1,127 yards and nine 
touchdowns), and fellow back Ivory Bryant. 
Four incoming all-state recruits will help out. 
Blocking back Mike Stack is gone, but Lou 
Sponsel is there to take his place. 

Up front, the team returns 
three all-conference candidates, a 
297-pound average, and experi- 
ence. Right tackle Ryan Diem 
goes 6'7", 336. He will be joined 
by fellow seniors McAllister 
Collins and Kyle Jakubek. 

Improving the passing game 
has been an area of emphasis for 
Novak after several statistics 
stood out last season. Being 
ranked eighth in the conference 
in passing offense with 188 yards 
per game and ninth in total 
offense didn’t sit well. Trouble 
with third down conversions was 
also a problem. 

Quarterback Chris Finlen 
should get the job done after 
passing for 1,551 yards and 
12 touchdowns last fall, the 
most in 32 seasons at North- 
ern Illinois. Second-string 
QB Frisman Jackson transferred, so 
Novak will have to position someone 
behind Finlen in case he stumbles. 

Seven of the team’s top eight wideouts 
from a year ago are back. Everything will 
get started with Justin McCareins, Darrell 
Hill and PJ. Fleck. The three combined 
for 112 catches and 16 touchdowns last 
season. 

Despite giving up just 163 yards per 
game on the ground, Novak is concerned 
about his defensive line. Junior tackle 
Darian Tate will anchor the unit after 
leading the team in tackles for loss, fum- 
ble recoveries and QB hurries. Senior 
Lewis Miskowicz has 27 career starts and 
141 career tackles to his credit. But tal- 
ented nose tackle Lamain Rucker left the 
program and tackle Jon Lovrich is only 
going to wrestle. The backups have 
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WR 14 Darrell Hill (Sr., 2) 


T 95 Darian Tate (Jr, 2) 


defense. The starters at linebacker — Kevin 
Selover, Cameron Saulsby and Larry 
Williams — all run and pursue well. Selover 
has 29 starts and 227 career tackles to his 
credit. Williams registered 69 tackles in his 
freshman season last fall. 

Benji Peacock leads a group of athletic 
defensive backs. Jermaine Hampton racked 
up 118 tackles in 1999 and could be the best 
tackler and hitter on the team. But he’s going 
to get loads of help from the likes of Torrence 
Andrews, Demerist Whitfield, Buster Samp- 
son and Jon Pendergrass. 

First-team all-conference kicker and punter 
Kent Baker is gone. Sophomore Brian Grider 
and freshman Steve Azar will battle for the 
kicker spot while Jason Hogrefe and transfer 
Jimmy Erwin will fight for the punting 
duties. Hill and McCareins will return kicks. 
Fleck will return punts. 

Novak is a no nonsense coach who appears 
tired of all the talk. He now just wants to get 
it done. That can be expected after he has 
gone 8-36 in his first four years at the school. 
He'll have his hands full with Auburn Sept. 
23, but a season-opening victory at North- 
western is not out of the question. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 


82 P.J. Fleck (So., 1) 

73 Tim Vincent (So.,1) 77 Mark Orszula (Fr., 0) 
59 Kyle Jakubek (Sr., 3) 69 Graham Sleight (So., 0) 
76 McAllister Collins (Sr., 3) 65 Jeff Gordon (Fr., 0) 

61 Matt Cockrum (Sr, 3) 62 Greg Clemens (So., 0) 
74 Ryan Diem (Sr., 3) 66 Steve McKinnes (Fr., 0) 
84 Joey Reed (Jr., 2) 86 Matt Dunker (So., 1) 

19 Chris Finlen (Jr., 2) 9 Dan Urban (So.,1) 

41 Alan Rood (Jr., 1) 48 Marlon Rucker (Jr., 1) 
28 Thomas Hammock (So., 1) 4 William Andrews (Sr., 2) 


WR 85 Justin McCareins (St, 3) 80 Keith Perry (Fr., 0) 


Defense (9) 


92 Lewis Miskowicz (Sr., 3) 94 Anthony Falbo (So., 1) 
51 Eric Didesch (So., 1) 
64 Shaun Schroeder (Fr.,0) 
81 Joe Busald (So., 1) 


67 Rashad Walker (Jr., 0) 
53 Trent Clemen (Jr. 2) 
44 Cameron Saulsby (Sr, 3) 46 Ryan Laurenti (Jr., 2) 


42 Kevin Selover (Sr., 3) 56 Sean Hopson (So., 1) 

26 Larry Williams (So.,1) 20 Rocky Newton (Sr., 3) 

29 Demerist Whitfield (So.,1) 2 Torrence Andrews (Jr., 2) 
3 Benji Peacock (Sr., 2) 8 Chauncy O'Neal (Sr., 2) 


_ 25 Jermaine Hampton (Sr., 2) 37 Justin Dole (So., 1) 


1 Buster Sampson (Sr.,3) 5 Jon Pendergrass (Jr., 1) 
Special Teams 
13 Steve Azar (Fr., 0) 
11 Jason Hogrefe (So., 0) 


potential but no experience. 

Despite giving up gobs of points to 
Toledo and Marshall, the Huskies came 
out of last season ranked fourth in the 
conference in pass defense, fourth in 
points allowed and fourth in total 


KR 14 Darrell Hill (Sr., 2) 
PR 82 PJ. Fleck (So., 1) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
1999 Record (MAC): 5-6 (5-3) 
Huskie Stadium (31,000) 


Head Coach: Joe Novak 
2000 Prediction: 2nd MAC West 
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his isn’t supposed to be Arkansas’ year, 

with just nine seniors and eight return- 

ing starters. There's talent, to be sure. 

What coach Houston Nutt wouldn’ give for a 
little more experience, though. 

“That's what concerns you when you look 

out there and there’s not a veteran — that 

scares you,” Nutt says. “The thing you do like 


von 


Prete its 


J 


Cedric Cobbs 


is the attitude of youngsters — we're coming 
— and our schedule. I don’t think we're going 
to be picked up there (near the top of the 
SEC West). We shouldn't be.” 

That's OK. The last time the Razorbacks 
were picked for a low finish — they were 
pegged last in the SEC West in 1998 — they 
tied for the title. 


The current number of con- 

secutive home victories, which 

ties for the second-longest streak 

in school history, the longest being 
18 games from 1963-66. 


Nutt has pledged to give sophomore 
Cedric Cobbs every chance to be a 1,000- 
yard rusher. He averaged 5.8 yards per carry 
in setting the school’s freshman rushing 
record (668 yards) and earning Offensive 
MVP honors in the Cotton Bowl. And he did 
both as the backup tailback. Now he’s unchal- 
lenged and will carry the ball 20 times or 
more per game, provided his body holds up 
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under the punishment. He combines 4.34 
speed with a 220-pound frame, sturdy bal- 
ance, and a vicious stiff-arm to run effectively 
inside and outside. 

Three starters return on an offensive line 
that will average 310 pounds. Sophomore 
center Josh Melton, junior guard Kenny San- 
dlin and junior tackle Shannon Money pro- 
vide a run-blocking punch. 

The passing game will succeed 
if — and only if — Robby 
Hampton or Gary Brashears 
develops at quarterback. The 
starter doesn’t have to play like a 
Heisman Trophy contender, just 
make the throws and minimize 
mistakes. It wouldn't be a sur- 
prise to see Hampton and Bras- 
hears share time in the first game 
or two so coaches can see how 
they react under pressure, and 
then name one in time for the 
SEC opener against Alabama. 

Whoever wins the job will be 
throwing to a high-profile set of 
receivers and tight ends, eight of 
whom are 6'3" or taller. Senior 
split end Boo Williams leads 
the group at 6'4", 235, and 
he has quick enough feet to 
keep defensive backs from 
holding him up at the line. 
Sophomore Sparky Hamilton, senior 
Michael Snowden and sophomore Sam 
Breeden can go deep, and redshirt fresh- 
man Richard Smith knows how to gain 
yards after the catch. 

Opponents have averaged just 99.3 
yards per game rushing since Arkansas 
installed an eight-man defensive front 
and put more speed on the field two years 
ago. But the Razorbacks must replace 
seven of their top nine tacklers. oT 

It helps that senior linebacker Quenton 
Caver, who has exceptional side-to-side } te 
range, and senior defensive end Randy | 
Garner return. Linebacker is the defense’s 
strength with Caver and senior J.J. Jones, 
a regular from 1996-98 who received an | FS 

ar taht mk cB 
extra year of eligibility after an injury kept 
him out last season. The defensive line 
will rotate two deep, led by Garner and 


Tim Clark 


Beermaseaam 
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Rover14Jimmy Beasley (Fr., 0) 38 


In the secondary, the Razorbacks have 
incorporated multiple looks and coverages. 
Various zone coverages and some new blitzes 
have been added, though man-to-man will 
still be used about half the time. Juniors 
Orlando Green and Harold Harris are capa- 
ble cornerbacks but have had their share of 
breakdowns that led to big plays. 

Junior end Carlos Hall ran a 4.42 40-yard 
dash at 253 pounds in March and might be 
ready to unlock his potential after signifi- 
cantly improving his techniques during 
spring practice, Caver has the speed to cover 
a tight end or back and his 6'5" height helps 
clog passing lanes. 

Senior Matt Swartz, who transferred from 
Lehigh two years ago, and strong-legged true 
freshman Brennan O’Donohoe will compete 
for placekicking chores. Sophomore punter 
Richie Butler proved effective as a freshman 
but needs to find more consistency. 

Cobbs, who took his first career kickoff 
return for a touchdown, is best suited for the 
job again. But his increased role on offense 
might dictate that he share return duties with 
somebody like sophomore Mario Riley, who 
has 4.3 speed. 


Offense (3) 


23 Boo Williams (Sr., 1) 28 Sparky Hamilton (So., 1) 
61 Shannon Money (Jr., 2) 79 Nathan Ball (So., 1) 
66 La’ Zerius White (Jr, 1) 54 John Geitner (Sr., 1) 
58 Josh Melton (So., 1) 60 Scott Davenport (Fr., 0) 
57 Kenny Sandlin (Jr., 2) Jim Peters (Fr., 0) 
76 Gary Hobbs (So., 1) 73 Brett Shockley (Sr., 1) 
95 Marcellus Poydras (So., 4) Cameron Glenn (Fr., 0) 
27 Michael Snowden (Sr., 3) 8 Richard Smith (Fr., 0) 
11 Robby Hampton (So.,1) 10 Gary Brashears, Jr. (Jr., 0) 
4 Cedric Cobbs (So., 1) 19 Rod Stinson (Sr., 3) 
7 Eric Branch (Sr., 3) 42 Adam Daily (So., 1) 


Defense (5) 


1. Randy Gamer (Sr., 3) 56 Raymond House (So., 0) 
64 Sacha Lancaster (Jr., 2) 94 Pervis Osborne (So., 0) 
94 Curt Davis (Jr, 1) 48 Jermaine Brooks (So., 1) 
55 Carlos Hall (Jr, 2) 40. Jermaine Petty (Jr, 1) 
49 J.J, Jones (Sr., 3) 44 Jim Ed Reed (Sr., 2) 

53 Quenton Caver (Sr.,3) | 44 Corey Warren (Fr., 0) 
32 Jeremiah Harper (Sr, 3) 22 Tony Bua (Fr., 0) 

2 Harold Harris (Jr., 2) 29 Kevin Baker (Fr., 0) 
Derrick Johnson (Jr., 2) 
25 Corey Harris (Jr., 0) 17 Ken Hamlin (Fr., 0) 

21 Orlando Green (Jr., 2) 31 D'Andre Berry (Jr., 2) 


Special Teams 


34 Matt Swartz (Sr., 0) 


Brennan O'Donohoe (Fr., 0) 


disruptive junior tackle Sacha Lancaster. 

But the key will be junior Corey Har- 
ris, who takes over at free safety. In the 
eight-man front, the free safety usually 
plays close to the line and is relied upon 
to break down the run. 


ATHLON® SPORTS™ 


P 35 Richie Butler (So., 1) 
KR 4 Cedric Cobbs (So., 1) 


PR 4 Cedric Cobbs (So., 1) 

(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


CoLLEGE FooTBALL 2000 


Jayhawks 


ansas finished strong, winning three 

of its final five games and putting a 

serious scare into Nebraska. Coach 

Terry Allen is hoping that his team’s confi- 

dence hasn't eroded completely nine months 

later. Of course, even if it hasn't, Allen needs 
to temper his enthusiasm. 

He claimed his third Kansas team had 


David Winbush 


bowl potential. But after a 41-13 home loss 
to San Diego State, during which the Jay- 
hawks were booed at halftime, that claim had 
to be withdrawn. 

“Tt was an embarrassing situation,” he says. 


The number of touchdown 

passes allowed by the Jay- 

hawks, who ranked last in the Big 

12 and No. 102 in NCAA Division I-A 
in pass efficiency defense. 


Kansas needs to avoid such embarrass- 
ments. And even if they do, the Jayhawks will 
be hard-pressed to finish in the upper half of 
the Big 12 North. 

Even though Allen's offense is built on the 
pass, the Jayhawks have to pose enough of a 
running threat to alleviate the pressure on 
quarterback Dylen Smith. 

Whether or not they can do that depends 
on the development of an offensive line 
anchored around returning starters John 
Oddonetto and Justin Hartwig. Marc Owen, 


who can play guard or tackle, was tried at 
center in the spring, and Justin Sands was 
moved from the defensive line in Allen's 
attempts to put together a unit that can pro- 
vide some running room for David Winbush 
and Moran Norris. 

Winbush was plagued by injuries but still 
managed to average 4.8 yards per carry. 
Though small, he’s solid and 
extremely athletic, with great 
speed and powerful legs. Norris, 
a powerful blocker at fullback, 
was a surprise as a ball carrier 
when given the opportunity. He 
rushed for 537 yards, second to 
Winbush’s 595, and scored a 
team-high eight touchdowns. 

Smith was to the offense what 
Carl Nesmith was to the defense. 
His emergence at quarterback 
was a key to the Jayhawks’ success 
late in the season. He completed 
135-of-263 passes for 1,599 
yards and 12 touchdowns. 

Even so, Kansas only ranked 
90th nationally in passing 
offense. But that ranking should 
improve significantly if the 
line can provide Smith with 
sufficient protection and if 
his receivers can remain 
healthy for a change. Byron 
Gasaway, Termaine Fulton and Eric Pat- 
terson missed all or most of last season 
with injuries. Gasaway in particular 
offers a big target, with the speed to 
stretch the defense. 

Steady Harrison Hill led the team with 
506 receiving yards on 29 catches. 

The Jayhawks made marked improve- 
ment in stopping the run, allowing 85 
fewer yards rushing per game than in 
1998. Much of the credit for that went to 
down linemen who completed their eligi- 
bility, which is cause for concern. Nose 
tackle Nate Dwyer is the only experi- 
enced player up front. 

Lance Carson stepped up in the spring, 
but “the defensive line is very much a 
question mark,” Allen says. 

That’s not the case at linebacker, the 
area on defense with the most depth, so 
he expects improved play there. Andrew 
LeClair has impressive size and the ability 
to get to the ball. He earned his scholar- 
ship, making 102 tackles, including 52 
unassisted and 10 for losses of 28 yards. 

Tim Bowers isn’t big but he’s fast, 


Tim Jackson 
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IB 22 David Winbush (Sr, 3) 28 


Head Coach: Terry Allen 
2000 Prediction: 4th Big 12 North 


smart and a team leader 

Safeties Nesmith and Kareem High provide 
excellent run support. Nesmith, the Big 12 
Defensive Newcomer of the Year, earned the 
nickname “The Butcher” for his jarring hits, 
of which there were 89 a year ago. 

Opponents were less inclined to run 
against Kansas because of a suspect pass 
defense. KU allowed completions on 57.2 
percent of the passes thrown against them. 

The play of Nesmith and High on the 
inside should take some of the pressure off 
young cornerbacks, among them Andrew 
Davison, the other returning full-time starter 
in the secondary, and Quincy Roe, a con- 
verted wide receiver who has speed but lacks 
size. 

Only two conference teams had fewer 
interceptions than the Jayhawks’ 10, three of 
which were by the ubiquitous Nesmith — 
who else? 

Joey Pelfanio is among the Big 12’s best 
punters. His net average of 43 yards per punt 
placed him third in the conference and 17th 
in the nation. 

Placekicker Joe Garcia struggled, hitting 
only 7-of-18 field goal attempts. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


1 Harrison Hill (Jr., 2) 8 Termaine Fulton (Jr., 2) 
71 John Oddonetto (Sr.,1) 61 Justin Sands (So., 1) 
65 Kyle Grady (So., 1) 79 Kregg Schmidt (Fr., 0) 
66 Marc Owen (Sr., 3) 56 Bob Schmidt (Sr., 3) 
78 Chuck Jarvis (Sr., 3) 57 Jason Stevenson (Jr., 1) 
75 Justin Hartwig (Jr,1) 54 Adam Miller (Jr., 4) 

88 David Hurst (So., 1) 80 Jason Gulley (Sr., 2) 

2 Byron Gasaway (So., 1) 84 Algen Williams (Sr., 1) 

4 Dylen Smith (Jr, 1) 13 Zach Dyer (Fr., 0) 
Henri Childs (Jr., 2) 

33 Moran Norris (Sr., 3) 34 Mitchell Scott (So., 0) 


Defense (7) 


77 Lance Carson (Fr., 0) 93 Marquis Hayes (Jr., 0) 
92 Nate Dwyer (Jr., 2) 91 Ryan Atkinson (Jr., 0) 
99 Tony Strickland (Fr., 0) 93 Marquis Hayes (Jr., 0) 
97 Chaz Murphy (Sr., 1) 16 Tim Bowers (Sr., 3) 
55 Andrew LeClair (Jr.,2) | 47 Glenn Robinson (Fr., 0) 
8 Marcus Rogers (Jr., 2) 51 Dariss Lomax (Sr., 2) 
98 Algie Atkinson (Jr, 2) 45 Victor Bullock (Sr., 2) 
24 Andrew Davison (Jr, 2) 43 Carl Ivey (Fr., 0) 
5 Carl Nesmith (Sr., 1) 6 Bilal Cook (Sr., 2) 
27 Kareem High (Sr., 1) 25 Carl Shazor (So., 0) 
7 Quincy Roe (Jr., 2) 26 Matt Jordan (So., 4) 
Special Teams 
30 Joe Garcia (Sr., 2) 
37 Joey Pelfanio (Sr., 1) 
5 Carl Nesmith (Sr., 1) 
28 Henri Childs (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big 12): 5-7 (3-5) 
Memorial Stadium (50,250) 


ALT 


West Virginia 


68 


here’s been a whole lot of shaking going 


Mountaineers 
on in Morgantown. Fist shaking. After 


f a 4-7 season in 1999, 20-year West 


Virginia coach Don Nehlen got after his staff 
(three assistants left) and players. “We haven't 
tried to harass them,” the coach says. “But we 
said this is the way it’s going to be. If they 
dont like it, we understand. They will just 


Brad Lewis 


have to find other schools.” 

Nehlen attempted to turn WVU into a 
reform school. The good news? His defense, 
which lost seven starters, responded in the 
spring. The bad news? Youth and a question- 
able secondary may prevent the Moun- 
taineers from contending in the Big East. 


o? 


at Mountaineer 
opened in 1980. 


The number in millions of 
fans who have watched games 
Field, which 


Look for Nehlen, who has always loved a 
strong running game, to lean hard on Big 
East rushing champion Avon Cobourne. The 
nation’s top first-year rusher last season, 
Cobourne is a shifty runner who should do 
well in a retooled offense. 

Jason Brooks, a guard who transferred 
from Michigan, where he saw action as a red- 
shirt freshman, starred in spring ball. 

The addition of Brooks gives WVU some 
flexibility along the offensive line. Rick 


118 


Gilliam, large and strong at 6'6", 325, was 
limited by his mobility as a right guard last 
season. In 2000, he'll play center, where he 
wont have to pull. Tim Brown, a highly 
regarded redshirt freshman, was expected to 
take over the position, but he broke a foot. 
Tanner Russell, the starter at right tackle, 
missed spring ball after shoulder surgery. The 
6'8", 310-pound giant, however, 
should prove a nice complement 
to Brooks. The left side of the 
line isnt as strong, but guard 
Terry Dixon started eight games 
last season and Matt Wilson, a 
6'5", 295-pound senior, started 
every game at tackle. 

With his place behind starter 
Marc Bulger seemingly secure, 
quarterback Brad Lewis watched 
true freshman Scott McBrien, a 
lefty, soar in practice last fall. 
(“Now that,” said receiver Khori 
Ivy after a particularly crisp 
McBrien pass, “is a quarter- 
back.”) 

Then Bulger was injured — 
three times — during last season, 
and Lewis proved that he too 
could play a little quarter- 
back. In eight games, he com- 
pleted 67-of-112 passes for 
726 yards and eight touch- 
downs. And he not only saved his spot on 
the team, but he also earned the first go as 
the 2000 starter. 

The receiving corps looked thin, then 
Ivy, the Mountaineers’ split end and lead- 
ing receiver in 1999, petitioned the 
NCAA for an extra year of eligibility. He 
will receive that year pending a May grad- 
uation. The strong, sure-handed Ivy and 
flanker Antonio Brown, one of the fastest 
WVU players ever, provide a nice selec- 
tion of targets. 

Nehlen streamlined his defensive front, 
and through most of spring saw positive 
results. The Mountaineer linemen and 
linebackers were quicker and more 
aggressive than the bunch that let Nehlen 
down in 1999. 

The coach sent tackle David 
Upchurch, a mere 260 pounds, to nose 
guard. End Antwan Lake moved to 
tackle. Nehlen inserted sophomore Jason 
Davis at end, and he moved former 
strong-side linebacker Chris Edmonds to 
rush linebacker. Of those, Davis is the 
heaviest at 280 pounds. 
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ATHLON® SpPoRTS™ 


SLB 7 David Carter (Sr., 2) 
MLB45 Kyle Kayden (Jt, 2) 
WLB56 Grant Wiley (Fr., 0) 
RLB 41 Chris Edmonds (Sr., 3) 


WC 2 Richard Bryant (Jr., 1) 


2000 Prediction: 6th Big East 


Junior Kyle Kaden, the team’s top return- 
ing tackler, is back for his third year as the 
starter at middle linebacker. Redshirt fresh- 
man Grant Wiley has drawn raves from 
defensive coordinator Steve Dunlap and will 
take over on the weak side. 

The secondary was a sore spot for the 
Mountaineers last season and probably will 
be again. Only Rick Sherrod, who has battled 
injuries, gives the WVU group much experi- 
ence. Corners that will try not to be turned 
are junior Richard Bryant and sophomore 
Lewis Daniels, a hard-hitting ex-tailback. 
Junior college transfer Shawn Hackett will be 
counted on at strong safety. 

If nothing else, the Mountaineers could 
punt in 1999, Mark Fazzolari won the job in 
preseason camp and wound up as the Big 
East punting champion with a 41.5-yards- 
per-kick average. He returns as a sophomore. 

Joe Tassone was expected to seize the kick- 
ing position left vacant by departed standout 
Jay Taylor. After spring drills, however, senior 
Jon Ohliger had won the assignment. 

The multitalented Daniels will return 
kicks. Shawn Terry, a speedy receiver, will 
return punts. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


8 Khori Ivy (Sr, 3) 24 Phil Braxton (Jr., 0) 
71 Matt Wilson (Sr., 2) 77 Lance Nimmo (So., 0) 
72 Terry Dixon (Sr, 1) 64 Mike Enick (Sr., 1) 
69 Rick Gilliam (Sr., 3) 60 Tim Brown (Fr., 0) 
Jason Brooks (Jr., 0) 53 Rondrick Smith (So., 0) 
79 Tanner Russell (Sr., 2) 75 Brad Knell (Jr., 1) 


81 Sean Berton (So., 0) 
5 Antonio Brown (Jr., 2) 


83 Brad Cusick (So., 0) 
88 Shawn Terry (Jr., 0) 


14 Brad Lewis (Jr., 1) 47 Scott McBrien (Fr., 0) 
Wes Ours (Sr., 3) Tory Johnson (Fr., 0) 
22 Avon Cobourne (So.,1) | 20 Cooper Rego (Jr., 1) 


Defense (3) 
90 Jason Davis (So.,1) 97 Cortez McNeil (Jr., 0) 
95 David Upchurch (So., 1) 94 William Perry (So., 1) 
87 Antwan Lake (Sr, 2) 89. Tim Love (So., 0) 
10 James Davis (So., 1) 
34 Corey Mcintyre (Sr., 2) 
32 Ben Collins (So., 0) 
92 Jamien Harvey (Jr., 0) 
12. Brian King (Fr., 0) 
10 Lance Frazier (Fr., 0) 
36 Shawn Hackett (Jr.,0) 34 Jerry Jerido ((Sr., 0) 
27 Rick Sherrod (Jr., 1) 15 Ben Meighan (So., 0) 
Special Teams 

26 Jon Ohliger (Sr., 1) 
16 Mark Fazzolari (So., 1) 

9 Lewis Daniels (So., 1) 
88 Shawn Terry (Jr., 0) 


9 Lewis Daniels (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Don Nehlen 


1999 Record (Big East): 4-7 (3-4) 
Mountaineer Field (63,500) 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


UTEP 
Miners 


new coach and a new attitude. That —_ Perez returns to lead a passing attack that 
A might best describe the expectations Nord calls “probably the strength of our foot- 

for long-time WAC doormat UTEP ball team.” The 6'0", 205-pound Perez was 
heading into the 2000 season. Gary Nord very accurate as a junior, completing 56.8% 
takes over a squad that went 5-7 in 1999, but of his passes. He went a stretch of 116 passes 
gave conference co-champion Fresno State all without an interception. “The weight of the 
it could handle before losing in overtime, team is on his shoulders,” Nord says. “He's a 
24-23. And with 14 starters back, including tough kid who will sit in the pocket and 
throw the ball under pressure.” 

Perez will be throwing to 
arguably the finest group of 
receivers in the WAC led by two- 
time all-conference pick Natkin, 
whose 59 receptions in 99 make 
him the top returning tight end 
in the nation in that category. 

The Miners will field one of 
the top wide receiver combos in 
the nation in 6'3" Lee Mays, who 
had 60 receptions for 881 yards 
and nine touchdowns, and steady 
Allan Ray. Mays won the WAC 
110 high hurdles title. “He’s a 
legit athlete,” Nord says. “(NFL) 
scouts are already drooling all 
over him.” Ray isn’t too shabby, 
either, averaging 16.2 yards on his 
27 catches last year. 

Probably the No. 1 prior- 
ity for Nord will be to shore 
up a defense that allowed 391 | 
yards and 32.4 points per 
game a year ago, including a dismal 208.2 
yards per contest on the ground. Nord 
quarterback Rocky Perez and a standout hired Texas Tech outside linebackers 
group of receivers led by tight end Brian coach Larry Hoefer to be his defensive 
Natkin, there’s a lot of optimism. “This town coordinator. One of the first moves Hoe- 
is chomping at the bit for us to get over the fer made was to switch from a 4-3 base 
hump,” Nord says. defense to an attacking eight-man front. 

“We want to stop the run first and 
make teams have to throw the ball to beat 
us,” Nord says. 

Nord feels his defensive line returnees, 
led by senior tackle Menson Holloway, | 
junior nose tackle Bobby King and 
sophomore defensive ends Rick Fette, 

The good news is that the offensive line, Gabe Williams and Karmul High, will be 
led by senior first-team All-WAC choice “younger but quicker.” 
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Rocky Perez 


The average increase in 

attendance for UTEP’s 

home games in 1999. Over- 

all, the Miners averaged 36,455 
fans per game. 


Carey Clayton at center, returns Virtually Starting linebackers Trey Merkens and ad 4 Be oes 60. sth, 2 + Sam Seen bh, 2) 
intact. And electrifying senior Javier Sanchez Camar Jackson, who combined for 135 ’ ‘Special Teams 

gives the Miners a real breakaway threat out tackles a year ago, also return. Bubba K 18 Ricky Bishop (Se, 3) 

of the backfield. Sanchez, a former boxer in Wiseman has likely earned a starting role P 38 Glen Beard (Sr, 1) 


high school, is an excellent open-field runner. at one linebacker spot. 

Sherman Austin figures to work his way into — There's a reason Nord wants teams to 
the lineup. Nord is high on Rovann Cleve- try to pass the ball on the Miners. His sec- 
land, who figures to take over at fullback. ondary is pretty darn good. “It'll be the 
Cleveland benches over 400 pounds and has _ strength of our defense,” Nord says. 

been timed in the forty at 4.6. Three starters return, including second 


| WR 81 Allan Ray (St, 3) 
hs 55 Ariel Famaligi (So., 1) 
LG 79 Jeff Seeton (Sr, 3) 
(4 


Sat ee a 


DE 94 Rick Fete (So., 1) 

DT 99 Bobby King (Jr, 2) 

oT 58 Menson Holloway (Sr. 3) 
DE 98 Gabe Williams (So., 1) 

- Sam 48 Derek Walker (Sr, 3) 
LB 33 Bubba Wiseman (So., 1) 
iB 43 ‘Trey Merkens (Sr., 3) 

, cB 15 Weldon Cooks (So., 1) 
Rov 23 A.J. Sheppard (Sr, 3) 


KR 7 Lee Mays (Jr., 2) 

PR 21 Javier Sanchez (Sr., 3) 
(#) Indicates number of returning Starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates ‘cea won 


Head Coach: Gary Nord 
2000 Prediction: 4th WAC 


team All-WAC Derek Walker, who lines up at 
the Sam position in the new scheme, and 
Rover A.J. Sheppard. Also back is junior cor- 
nerback Crance Clemons, who Nord says is 
“as good as any cornerback in the WAC.” 

Nord believes he has good speed and depth 
in his secondary. Unless the Miners can 
improve upon their disappointing sack total 
of just 14 in 1999, they'll need it. 

All-WAC placekicker Ricky Bishop, a 
senior who made 11 of his 15 tries last season 
and was a Lou Groza Award candidate, 
returns to handle placekicking duties. 

Also back is senior punter Glen Beard who 
averaged a solid 39.7 yards last season. 

Sanchez and Mays give Nord two danger- 
ous return men. Both possess blazing speed 
and present a threat to go all the way every 
time they touch the ball. 

Nord has done an outstanding job as offen- 
sive coordinator in his three years in El Paso, 
taking a Miners offense that was rated 97th 
nationally in total offense in 1997 and 
improving it to 43rd last season. How well he 
does his first year as a Division I coach, how- 
ever, will likely depend on how successful 
Hoefer is at molding the Miners’ defense. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


34 Chris Taylor (Sr., 4) 
65 Michael Herd (Fr., 0) 
67 Curtis Castle (So., 0) 
52. Chris Kerr (Fr., 0) 


51 Carey Clayton (Sr, 3) 


73 Lawrence Norman (Jt., 2) 69 Eric Streich (Sr, 1) 
74 Keith Warren (Jr., 1) 77 Trey Darilek (Fr., 0) 
87 | Brian Natkin (Sr, 3) 30 Joey Knapp (Jr. 2) 
7 Lee Mays (Jr., 2) 88 Paul Tessier (Sr., 1) 
17 Rocky Perez (St, 3) | 13 Wesley Phillips (Jr., 1) 
28 Chris Porter (Jr., 0) 5 Rovann Cleveland (Fr., 0) 


21 Javier Sanchez (Sr., 3) 3. Sherman Austin (So., 4) 
Defense (6) 

96 James Turner (Fr., 0) 

37 Josh Randolph (Jr., 1) 
71 Samuel Clarke (Fr., 0) 
44 Karmul High (So., 1) 
22 Paul Smith (So., 4) 

42 Jacob | Boggs (So., 4) 

25 ‘Camar Jackson (So,, 1) 
9 Jared Robertson (Fr, 0) 
26 David Montoya (So., 1) 


1999 Record (WAC): 5-7 (2-5) 
Sun Bowl (52,000) 


Zips 
here’s a lot to look forward to at Akron 
T this fall as the Zips are coming off a 7-4 
season and looking forward to con- 
tending for the Mid-American Conference 
East Division title. Making that possible is 
the return of 14 starters. Akron posted its first 


winning season in seven years last fall, and 
finished tied for third in the east division. But 


Butchie Washington 


this is the season the Zip coaching staff has 
been pointing to since coach Lee Owens took 
over the program following the 1994 season. 

“On paper at least, there is a legitimate 
chance to win a championship,” Owens says. 
“But we're still going to have to fight, scrape, 
claw and battle every single game to have a 
chance. We've got the ability to win, if we 
prepare well and play well.” 


9 The Zips finished third in 
the MAC and 22nd in the 
nation last year with 187.9 rush- 

ing yards per game. 


Last season's team opened at Penn State, 
which resulted in a 70-24 defeat. This year’s 
team won't have it any easier as the season- 
opener calls for a visit to national runner-up 
Virginia Tech. And playing three of the first 
four on the road is never easy. But with 44 let- 
termen returning, even a defeat in the season 
opener shouldn’t prevent Akron from taking a 
run at a league title. 


120 


Last year’s MAC Freshman of the Year, tail- 
back Brandon Payne, will lead the way after 
rushing for 845 yards and 13 touchdowns in 
1999. Owens also raves about senior tailback 
Jimmie Gray (402 yards and three touch- 
downs last season), and the fullback combi- 
nation of Tony McCray and Matt Zuercher. 
Owens thinks Gray and McCray are the 
fastest running back combo in 
the conference. 

The squad might seem a bit 
thin on the offensive line after 
three players graduated after last 
season. But there are capable 
players ready to step in. Owens 
has Temple transfer Konrad 
Dean set for duty at tackle, versa- 
tile Paul Ondrusek set at guard 
and powerful Jeremiah Daniel- 
son slated to play guard. That 
trio will join returners Scott 
Smith at center and Jeff 
Grzeskowiak at tackle. 

The offense will be led by vet- 
eran quarterback Butchie Wash- 
ington and receivers Lavel Bailey 
and Jake Schifino. Washington is 
a fifth-year senior who has 
already rewritten the Akron 
, record book. Last season he 
% threw for 1,896 yards and 12 
2 touchdowns. Bailey ranked 
third nationally in yards per catch last fall 
(22.4) and combined with Schifino for 
79 receptions a year ago. The Zips also | | 
have proven pass-catchers and improving } 
blockers in tight ends Tim Ritley (11 
receptions) and Nick Fortener (10 recep- 
tions). Ritley will be a top candidate for 
GTE Academic All-America honors. One 
thing Owens would like to do is develop 
a solid backup quarterback and find a 
quality third wide receiver. 

Marques Hayes, Ryan Myers and Lou 
Mackey will lead the group at linebacker. 
Ed March will also provide depth to a 
unit that’s bigger and stronger than a year 
ago. Hayes, a redshirt freshman, was the 
prize recruit in Akron’s 1999 class. Myers 
is the heir apparent to George Cameron 
at whip linebacker, with fifth-year senior 
Brad King challenging. Mackey, who was 
one credit shy of being eligible last season, 
will exercise his fifth year this fall. 

Still, the coaching staff is determined 
to improve the pass rush. The Zips have 
had just 44 quarterback sacks the last 
three seasons. 
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(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Lee Owens 
2000 Prediction: 3rd MAC East 


Second-team All-MAC cornerback 
Dwight Smith heads up a defensive unit 
which figures to rival Akron’s 1996 outfit 
which ranked third in the MAC in total 
defense. Three-year starting cornerback Rich 
Reliford will likely be moved to free safety, 
replacing captain Jonathan Eaton. Redshirt 
freshman Jesse Smith should also step up and 
surprise a lot of people. Strong safety Mike 
Hughes returns. 

Junior kicker Zac Derr is considered a 
weapon after converting on 12-of-15 field- 
goal attempts a year ago. But the punting 
chores are unsettled. During spring drills 
Mike Delaney and Andy Jerdon competed 
for the job. Local product John Gambone is a 
third option. 

One point of emphasis will be developing 
a punt-return team because of Payne's natural 
ability to return punts. He was No. 1 in the 
MAC in 1999 with 12.5 yards per attempt. A 
better kickoff team must also be established. 

Entering his sixth season at Akron, Owens 
is only 19-36 overall. But with this season's 
group of veteran players and talented new- 
comers, he has a solid chance to improve on 
that. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


44 Jake Schifino (Jt, 2) 43 Corvin Amos (So., 1) 


65 Konrad Dean (Jr., 0) 74. Amin Harville (Fr., 0) 
68 Jeremiah Danielson (Sr., 1)57 Shawn Klik (Sr., 2) 
50 Scott Smith (Jr., 2) 78 Jud Cummins (Fr., 0) 


73 Paul Ondrusek (Jr, 2) 76 Thomas MoBride (Sr., 2) 
72 Jeff Grzeskowiak (Jt, 2) 70 Bryan Shaw (Fr., 0) 
82 Tim Ritley (Jr, 2) 38. Nick Fortener (So., 1) 
4 Butchie Washington (Sr, 3) 12 Ryan Uhlenhake Ur., 2) 
44 Tony McCray (Sr, 2) 35 Matt Zuercher (Jr, 2) 
28 Brandon Payne (So.,1) 25 Jimmie Gray (Sr., 2) 
88 Lavel Bailey (Sr, 3) 81 Orlando Williamson (So., 1) 


Defense (6) 


55 Ade Edwards (Sr., 2) 93 Ryan Schulz (So., 4) 
77 Jermaine Williams (Sr., 2) 91 Jason Wiggins (Sr., 2) 
59 Chris Smith (Jr, 2) 92 Michael Hannon (Jr., 1) 
53 Derek Wilborn (Sr.,3) | 94 Ryan Gargasz (So., 1) 


86 Marques Hayes (Fr.,0) 52 Brad King (Sr., 3) 

49 Louis Mackey (Sr. 1) 32 David Polk (Sr., 1) 

56 Ryan Myers (So., 0) 96 Ed March (Jr., 2) 

15 Dwight Smith (Sr. 3) 4 Morgan Russell (Sr., 1) 

20 Mike Hughes (Sr., 3) 23 Brad Detwiler (Jr., 1) 

30 Rich Reliford (Sr., 3) 3 Mike Young (Jr., 2) 

11 Elec Simon (Fr., 0) 43 Corvin Amos (So., 1) 
Special Teams 

14 Zac Derr (Jr., 2) 


87 Mike Delaney (Jr., 0) 
45 Dwight Smith (Sr., 3) 
28 Brandon Payne (So., 1) 


starters 


1999 Record (MAC): 7-4 (5-3) 
Rubber Bow! (35,202) 
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Owls 


hanks to their vaunted spread option 
Te Ken Hatfield’s Rice Owls have 
given more than a few defensive coordi- 
nators gray hair in recent years. Now it 
appears that those opposing coaches will have 
to prepare for a solid passing attack to go with 

Rice's celebrated ground game. 
“T feel we'll have as good a passing game as 


Ai 


Adrian Sadler 


we've had since I’ve been here,” says Hatfield, 
the Owls’ seventh-year head coach. 

That figures to be good news for Rice fans. 
And those defensive coordinators had better 
get out the hair dye. 


Total number of passing 

yards for the entire 1999 sea- 

son for Rice, worst in Division |-A 
football. 


The Owls perennially rank in the top five 
nationally in rushing thanks to their spread 
option offense, which averaged a healthy 
257.7 yards per game and 4.3 yards per rush 
a year ago. 

With a veteran offensive line to go along 
with hard-nosed junior fullback Jamie Tyler 
and speedsters Adrian Sadler, Leroy Bradley 
and Anthony Griffin at halfback, Rice’s run- 
ning game figures to be as explosive as ever. 

Sadler, who has made 31 career starts at 
cornerback for the Owls and had 48 tackles 


and an interception in 1999, was switched to 


halfback in the spring to better utilize his out- 
standing speed. 

Tyler, a three-year starter, was Rice’s third- 
leading rusher despite missing four games 
with injuries. He averaged 4.1 yards per carry 
running mainly between the tackles and had 
a 55-yard touchdown run against TCU. 

The big question entering the fall is which 
quarterback will be engineering 
Rice’s option. 

Junior Corey Evans, who 
rushed for 72 yards in a loss at 
Michigan, is the likely choice to 
replace the departed Chad 
Richardson. However, Evans suf- 
fered a season-ending knee injury 
in the Owls’ fourth game against 
Navy and was held out of contact 
drills in the spring. He is 
expected to be cleared for full 
contact in time for two-a-days in 
August. 

The offensive line loses two 
starters in center Matt Baldwin 
and left guard Neal Gray. But 
two experienced tackles, junior 
Billy Harvin and senior Rod Bea- 
van, return, as does junior 
right guard Heath Fowler. 
And senior Aaron Sandoval, 
who rotated at the two tackle 
spots last season, will move 
into the starting center spot with 22 
career starts under his belt. 

Irs not often that your hear Hatfield 
get excited about his passing game, but 
this year he is. 

“All our quarterbacks, I believe, are 
good passers,” Hatfield says. 

Hatfield is also bullish on his group of 
receivers, led by juniors Gilbert Oko- 
ronkwo and Matt Webber. But it is true 
freshman Gavin Boothe, the Texas prep 
state record holder in the decathlon and a 
6'9" high jumper, who has many around 
the Rice campus abuzz. 

Most of the key players on a defense 
that allowed just 124.8 yards per game on 
the ground return. 

Only tackle Judd Smith is gone among 
the top eight defensive linemen of 1999. 
Senior defensive ends Jake Jackson and 
Jarrett Erwin both return as does honor- 
able mention All-WAC junior nose guard 
B. J. Forguson. 

The linebacking corps also is strong 
and deep, led by juniors Joe Bob Thomp- 
son and Rashard Pittman. 


Peter Brouillet 


QB 


FB 


DE 
oT 
NG 
DE 


P 
KR 
PR 


LHB 26 Leroy Bradley (Jr., 2) 
RHB 27 Adrian Sadler (Sr., 3) 2 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Ken Hatfield 
2000 Prediction: 5th WAC 


Rice allowed just 81 first downs rushing 
last season. The Owls twice stopped Michi- 
gan on fourth-and-one in Ann Arbor. 

Hatfield admits Rice's pass defense was a 
problem area last year. The Owls allowed an 
average of 213.8 yards per game through the 
air. 

Senior Josh McMillan, who led the team 
with nine pass breakups, is set for one corner 
spot while junior free safety Jason Hebert and 
senior strong safety Travis Ortega are consid- 
ered All-WAC candidates. Hebert, who runs 
a 4.5 forty, led the Owls last year with four 
interceptions and was a three-time WAC 
Defensive Player of the Week. 

A pair of talented sophomores, Greg Gatlin 
and Antwan Shell, will likely vie for Sadler's 
vacated corner spot, although redshirt fresh- 
men Jason Benjamin and Brandon Boyd also 
figure to challenge for playing time. 

Junior placekicker Derek Crabtree has 
missed just one field goal and one PAT in two 
years for the Owls. His only field-goal miss in 
14 tries was blocked by UTEP. 

Punter Travis Hale returns to punt after 
averaging a solid 41.5 yards on 53 punts as a 
freshman. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


16 Gilbert Okoronkwo (Jr., 2) 80 Evan Meeks (Jr., 1) 
66 Rod Beavan (Sr., 3) 75 Keith Meyer (So., 0) 
77 Joe Davis (Jr., 1) 72 Kelly Hejtmancik (Jr., 0) 


73 Aaron Sandoval (Sr., 3) 
65 Heath Fowler (Jr., 2) 


64 
59 


Brandon Wallace (Jr., 1) 
Ryan Smith (Jr., 1) 


74 Billy Harvin (Jr., 2) 76 Anthony Mowry (Jr., 0) 
86 Brandon Manning (Jr., 2) 95 Mark Lee (Jr. 0) 
15 Corey Evans (Jr., 1) 14 Jeremy Hurd (Fr., 0) 


21 Derek Gary (Jr., 2) 
Anthony Griffin (Sr., 3) 


37 Jamie Tyler (Jr, 2) 46 Nick Sabula (So., 1) 
Defense (8) 


54 Jake Jackson (Sr., 3) 56 Clint Johnson (Jr., 2) 
94 Larry Brown (Jr., 2) 79 Isaac Allison (So., 0) 
96 B.J. Forguson (Jr., 2) 90 Willie Merritt (Jr., 2) 
48 Jarrett Erwin (Sr., 3) 87 Brandon Green (So., 1) 
47 Rashard Pittman (Jr., 2) 36 LonDee Smith (Sr., 2) 
43 Joe Bob Thompson (Jr, 2) 45 Scott Huffman (So., 1) 
30 Dan Dawson (Jr, 2) 42 Justin Engler (So., 0) 
24 Josh McMillan (Sr., 3) 9 Kenny Smith (Jr, 2) 

3 Travis Ortega (Sr., 3) 47 Antwan Shell (So., 1) 
13 Jason Hebert (Jr., 2) 28 Brandon Boyd (Fr., 0) 
40 Greg Gatlin (So., 1) 39 Jason Benjamin (Fr., 0) 

Special Teams 
12 Derek Crabtree (Jr., 2) 
8 Travis Hale (So., 1) 


25 Sean White (So., 1) 
13 Jason Hebert (Jr., 2) 


1999 Record (WAC): 5-6 (4-3) 
Rice Stadium (70,000) 
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hese are some 1999 NCAA team stats 
the Louisville Cardinals can only dream 
about in the fall: 
* Passing: No. 2 nationally, 335.2 yds./game 
* Scoring: No. 4, 37.5 pts./game 
* Total offense: No. 6, 466.9 yds./game 
For the first time since taking over in 1998, 


coach John L. Smith will be breaking in a 


Rashad Harris 


new quarterback. Mike Watkins and Dave 
Ragone will continue to battle for the starting 
quarterback job. Watkins threw nine passes 
last season, about as many as Chris Redman 
would throw on an opening drive. The Car- 
dinals will tailor their offense to get Watkins 
and Ragone, athletic quarterbacks, chances to 
pick up yardage on their own. Watkins is 
mobile and can avoid trouble. Ragone is a 
linebacker in quarterback’s pads, someone 
who relishes running over defenders. 
Watkins, adept at avoiding the rush, is a 
gifted athlete with a strong arm and a wealth 
of patience, having served as an understudy to 
Redman. Ragone is a strong-armed lefty. 


Arnold Jackson ranked fourth 
nationally in receptions per game 
(9.2) and yards per game (109.9). 


Three players are vying to be the featured 
back in the one-back set. Henry Miller, Tony 
Stallings and T.J. Patterson will all get looks. 
Miller is a strong back who can be elusive. He 


122 


Sehle ‘Denovan Arp plays with a chip on 


missed the spring because of back surgery. 
Stallings has the edge in experience and, per- 
haps, toughness. He is a converted linebacker, 
where he earned C-USA All-Freshman hon- 
ors two years ago. Patterson is an excellent 
receiver and a willing pass protecter. 

Experience at center and the two guard 
positions should benefit a new backfield. 
Strong-side guard Joe O’Shaugh- 
nessy is in his third year as a 
starter and Aaron Dardzinski is in 
his second. Center Jason Padget 
had only two botched snaps in his 
first year at the position, He is the 
team’s best offensive lineman and 
will be responsible for leadership. 

Arnold Jackson's successful 
petition of the NCAA for a fifth 
year of eligibility was great news. 
His return helps the inexperi- 
enced quarterbacks survive. Jack- 
son, the most explosive player in 
Louisville's recent history, would 
become the most prolific receiver 
in NCAA history with 63 more 
catches. He has averaged nearly 
80 per season, Zek Parker pos- 
sesses world-class speed and 
will become more involved in 
the passing game. 

Louisville will be effective 
against the run if defensive 


his shoulder. Arp was snubbed for All-C- 
USA honors despite 16 tackles for loss | © 


and seven sacks. He is hard-working and pa 
instinctive with great quickness. He must } TE 
recover quickly from a ruptured Achilles Ma 
tendon suffered in the spring. Defensive | we 
tackle Derrick Kennedy should comple- | WR 
ment Arp. Kennedy missed last season 
with complications from an appendec- } DE 
tomy in the preseason. 
Linebacker Rashad Harris begins his } p¢ 
fourth season as a starter. Harris provides } LB 
run support and Michael Brown brings ie 
athleticism. Brown, a former record-break- } gg 


ing high school running back, is a big-play } $ 


defender who returned an interception for a 
a score and forced three fumbles. 
The Cardinals allowed just two touch- } , 


down passes in the final seven weeks, and } p 
fielded Conference USAs top-ranked pass |) KR 
defense. Cornerbacks Rashad Holman and | PR 
Antonio Roundtree will keep passing 
attacks honest. Holman, who draws the 
top receiver, uses his body to contain bigger 
opponents. Roundtree may be the 
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strongest Cardinal. A converted tailback, 
Roundtree has the athleticism to be a nuisance 
downfield. A couple of freshmen, Donte 
Andrews and Josh Minkins along with part- 
time starter Corey Wallace are capable backups. 

Curry Burns and Anthony Floyd will move 
into the safety positions. Both played as true 
freshmen and should become more physical 
players in their second seasons. Justin Thomas 
and Brian Gaines bring experience and 
toughness as backups at safety. 

Parker, a world-class sprinter, makes big 
plays on kickoff returns. Last year he returned 
three kickoffs for scores, including one in the 
Humanitarian Bowl. The punt return unit 
will be led by another speedster in Jackson. 
Jackson is fearless when it comes to fielding 
punts; he hasn't waved for a fair catch in either 
of the past two seasons. 

Punter Chris Sivori improved as a fresh- 
man, but the Cardinals need continued 
progress. Wade Tydlacka is the kicker, but has 
never attempted a field goal as a collegian. 

This will be Smith’s strongest challenge at 
Louisville as he will have to rely on his 
defense and the contributions of a significant 
number of newcomers. 


Offense (5) 
10 Amold Jackson (Sr.,3) 85 Damien Dorsey (So., 1) 
76 Rob Eble (Jr., 2) 78 Brian Devine (Fr., 0) 


61 Aaron Dardzinski (Jr, 2) 64 
73 Jason Padget (Sr., 1) 72 
77 Joe O'Shaughnessy (Sr., 3)69 
67 Scott Graham (Sr., 1) 


Antoine Sims (So., 4) 
Ariel Rodriguez (So., 1) 
Jason Hilliard (Fr., 0) 
Michael Bowers (Jr., 0) 


89 Richard Owens (Fr., 0) 87 Erin Smith (So., 1) 
15 Dave Ragone (So., 1) 11 Mike Watkins (Sr., 3) 
42 Tony Stallings (Jr., 2) 30 TJ, Patterson (Fr., 0) 
80 Zek Parker (Sr., 2) 84 Allen Carroll (Sr., 2) 
9 Deion Branch (Jr, 0) 88 Victor Glenn (Fr., 0) 


Defense (7) 


59 Matt Sexton (Sr., 2) 97 Toby Dawson (Sr., 1) 
79 Donovan Arp (Sr., 1) 58 Dewayne White (Fr., 0) 
96 Derrick Kennedy (Sr., 3) 70 Scott Lopez (Fr., 0) 

92 Michael Josiah (So.,1) 95 Devon Thomas (So., 1) 
52 Rashad Harris (Sr, 3) 40 Rod Day (Fr., 0) 

56 James Greene (Fr., 0) 53 Jeremy Collins (So., 1) 
35 Michael Brown (So., 1) 39 Adriel Walker (Jr., 2) 


Donte Andrews (Fr., 0) 
Brian Gaines (Jr., 2) 


3 Antonio Roundtree (Sr., 3) 22 
29 Curry Burns (So., 1) 4 
24 Anthony Floyd (So., 4) 47 Justin Thomas (Jr., 2) 

2 Rashad Holman (Sr, 3) 21 Josh Minkins (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 
36 Wade Tydlacka (Fr., 0) 
43 Chris Sivori (So., 1) 


80 Zek Parker (Sr., 2) 
10 Arnold Jackson (Sr., 3) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER atter class indicates letters won 
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North Carolina 


Tar Heels 


fter finishing 3-8 and seemingly 
A headed for the coaching guillotine, 
Carl Torbush received an unexpected 
reprieve and was allowed to return for 
another year. He'll have a team that’s experi- 
enced, particularly on defense, where 10 


starters return. “We have an opportunity to 
be very competitive this fall,” Torbush says. 


Ron Curry 


Torbush needs to get North Carolina back 
into a bowl game to regain the support of the 
school’s fans and administrators, many of 
whom jumped off his bandwagon after last 


season's debacle. 
in} That's how many starters are 
% back on defense, including All- 


America candidate Brandon Spoon. 


Anthony Saunders (297 yards in "99) will 
see action at both tailback and fullback. 
Daniel Davis led the team in rushing with 
303 yards. He didn't participate with the 
team during spring practice but is expected to 
play this fall. Rufus Brown will contend for 
playing time at fullback, but he was limited in 
spring practice because of a shoulder injury. 

All three are solid backs, but Carolina des- 
perately needs a tailback with speed, and 
Willie Parker may be that player. Freshman 
tailback André Williams, a prep All-American 
from Durham, N.C., is also expected to come 
in and challenge for playing time right away. 


Former NC State head coach Mike O’Cain 
begins his first season as the Tar Heels’ offen- 
sive coordinator and quarterbacks coach. He 
will implement a balanced offensive attack 
with some option looks. The key to Carolina’s 
success will be finding the right quarterback. 
Junior Ronald Curry participated sparingly in 
spring practice, but he’s expected to be the 
team’s starting quarterback in the 
season opener. Curry, when 
healthy, possesses all the strengths 
O’Cain looks for in a passer — 
exceptional speed, great instincts 
and enough arm strength to hit 
receivers with the deep ball. 

His backup will be senior 
Antwon Black, who isn’t nearly as 
polished a passer but showed 
promise in brief stints. Carolina 
has a third quarterback option in 
sophomore Luke Huard, who 
has four career starts. Whoever 
gets the job, mobility will be ata 
premium with five new starters 
along the offensive line, though 
Carolina does return several let- 
termen, including James 
Wagstaff, a 360-pound 
senior from Charlotte, N.C. 

The receiving corps doesn't 
have a marquee player, but it 
does have good numbers. 
Junior Kory Bailey has big-play potential. 
Sophomore Bosley Allen is back after 
missing all of last season with a knee 
injury. Sophomores Sam Aiken and 
Chesley Borders will work their way into 
the playing rotation as well. Senior tight 
end Alge Crumpler is one of the top tight 
ends in the country. Carolina needs to get 
the ball in his hands as much as possible. 

One of the most important commit- 
ments Torbush received was from senior 
linebacker Brandon Spoon, who flirted 
with turning pro. Spoon is one of the best 
in the country. Joining Spoon are Sedrick 
Hodge and Merceda Perry, who can make 
big plays, particularly against the run. 

The front four, led by Julius Peppers, is 
also tough. Peppers tallied a team-high 10 
tackles for loss while earning freshman All- 
America honors. The two-sport star, a key 
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Coats or Darryl Grant, both redshirt fresh- 
men, will battle for the assignment. 

The Carolina secondary returns all of its 
starters, including Errol Hood at cornerback. 
Teams will challenge him, but UNC’s other 
cornerback, Anthony Anderson, has been 
injury-prone and gives up big plays. The 
safety position is deep, led by the team’s lead- 
ing tackler, Billy-Dee Greenwood. The other 
safety is Quinton Savage, who missed most of 
spring football with a kidney injury. Seeing 
considerable playing time will be David 
Bomar, who has played his way into the reg- 
ular rotation and made the goal-line stop that 
preserved UNC’s 10-6 win over NC State. 

Every special teams job is up for grabs. The 
kicking duties will be divvied up between Jeff 
Reed, Chris Bender and John Lafferty. Fresh- 
man Blake Ferguson will also battle for kick- 
ing and punting jobs. Aiken and Bailey will 
return kickoffs and punts. 

Torbush no longer pulls double duty, pass- 
ing the defensive coordinator job to Ken 
Browning. Browning has been responsible for 
the Tar Heels’ defensive tackles since 1994, 
and his units have ranked among the best in 
the country in recent years. 


Offense (2) 


12 Kory Bailey (Jr., 2) 88 Sam Aiken (So., 1) 
70 Louis Marchetti (Sr., 2) 69 Greg Woofter (Fr., 0) 
66 Cam Holland (Sr., 3) 71 Jupiter Wilson (Fr., 0) 
60 Adam Metts (Jr., 2) 67 Marcus Wilson (Fr., 0) 
78 Isaac Morford (So.,1) 63 Don Peters (So., 0) 
73 James Wagstaff (Sr, 3) 74 Bryant Malloy (So., 1) 
82 Alge Crumpler (Sr,3) 83 Dauntaé Finger (Sr., 3) 

3 Bosley Allen (So., 1) 6 Danny Davis (Jr., 2) 

1. Ronald Curry (Jr, 2) 14 Antwon Black (Sr., 3) 
20 Anthony Saunders (Jr, 2) 7 Rufus Brown (Jr., 2) 
15 Willie Parker (Fr., 0) André Williams (Fr., 0) 


Defense (10) 


49 Julius Peppers (So.,1) | 93 Stephon McQueen (Sr., 3) 
87 Ryan Sims (Jr., 2) 58 Anthony Perkins (Jr., 1) 
94 Donti Coats (Fr., 0) 96 Darryl Grant (Fr., 0) 
68 Ross McAllister (Sr., 3) 95 Joey Evans (Jr., 2) 

52 Sedrick Hodge (Sr.,3) 45 lan Alexander (Fr., 0) 
54 Merceda Perry (Sr, 3) | 43 Richard Moore (So., 1) 
44 Brandon Spoon (Sr, 3) | 41 Quincy Monk (Jr., 2) 
11 Anthony Anderson (Jr., 2) 13 Justin Browne (Fr., 0) 
26 Quinton Savage (Sr, 3) 16 Nathan Sutton (Jr., 1) 
28 Billy-Dee Greenwood (Jr, 2)42 David Bomar (Sr., 3) 
29 Errol Hood (Jr., 2) 24 Kevin Knight (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


92 Jeff Reed (Sr., 0) 
21 John Lafferty (So., 0) 


member of the basketball team, could 
become one of the most dominating 
defensive linemen in school history. 

He is joined up front by senior Ross 
McAllister and junior Ryan Sims. A huge 
hole looms at defensive tackle; Donti 


KR 88 Sam Aiken (So., 1) 
PR 12 Kory Bailey (Jr., 2) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Carl Torbush 1999 Record (ACC): 3-8 (2-6) 
2000 Prediction: 7th ACC Kenan Stadium (60,000) 
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Lobos 


fter winning only seven games in two 
A seasons with Brian Urlacher making 

seemingly every tackle, now the 
Lobos have to play without him. Surprisingly, 
the coaches are not disturbed by that. They 
are convinced that their defensive scheme will 
take hold in the third season. “The philoso- 
phy of the defense will not change,” coach 


Holmon Wiggins 


Rocky Long says, though one part the Lobos 
hope to change is the record. 
By the end of the season, the Lobos’ offense 


was thriving with the “Big Back Attack” of 


205-pound tailback Holmon Wiggins and 
236-pound fullback Jarrod Baxter. Offensive 
coordinator Dan Dodd has returned to New 
Mexico from TCU and will mix between-the- 
tackles running with an option game. The 
option element hinges largely on who 
becomes the quarterback: returning starter 
Sean Stein or a junior college transfer, Rudy 


Caamano or Jeremy Denson. 
The Lobos scored only 36 
points in 14 third quarters last 


season. Apparently, Long needs a 
better writer for his halftime speeches. 


The offensive line’s play was average, and 
that’s Dodd’s biggest concern. Rashad 
McClure will keep improving, and right 
tackle Jon Samuelson is steady. Players such as 
Brian Choi, B,J. Long and junior college 
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transfer Jeremy Sorenson must emerge for the 
offense to succeed. 

Dodd seemingly should be worried about 
the receivers after suffering serious losses. 
Instead, he says this area is the team’s deepest. 
Kirk Robbins and Joe Manning accounted 
for 28 catches. The most intriguing player is 
Illinois transfer Larry Davis, a speedster who 
has one year of eligibility. Tight 
end Jonathan Burrough will have 
an increased role. 

Stein was hot and cold and 
will have to improve to keep his 
job. Caamano participated in 
spring drills and Denson will 
arrive in August. They have the 
mobility the scheme requires. 

New Mexico finished seventh 
in the MWC in rushing defense, 
allowing 165 yards per game, and 
fifth in total defense, allowing 
371 yards. Defensive coordinator 
Bronco Mendenhall blames two 
games — losses to Wyoming and 
Utah — for those statistics and is 
convinced the Lobos are close to 
becoming a defensive force. 

Mendenhall intends to use 
as many as five players to 
replace Urlacher. In the 
3-3-5 scheme, the Lobo —a } 
combination — run-stopper, 
blitzer and cover man — is the heart of } jy 
the defense. Players such as strong safety 
Rantie Harper, nickel back Desmar Black, | & 
Brandon Ratcliff and Deario Richardson 
and converted quarterback Justin Mobley } TE 
have some of the necessary qualities. Jacob 
Ordenstein made big plays during spring 
scrimmages. 

The other key figure in the scheme is 
the middle linebacker, and UNM has 
Mike Barnett. Urlacher did not make 
every tackle; Barnett was credited with 
112 of them. After backing up Barnett, 
productive senior David Mauer will move 
to left outside linebacker. 

Jeff Macrea has returned from injury, 
and now that he weighs 290 pounds is 
moving from linebacker to end. Henry 
Stephens is an athletic nose tackle and 
there is no shortage of bodies at the other 
end position. 

The scheme calls for man-to-man coy- 
erage almost exclusively, and Stephen Pers- 
ley and Walter Bernard have those skills. 
The Lobos need to produce more than last 
season's seven interceptions and 24 sacks to 
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WR 89 Larry Davis (Sr., 0) 
LG 77 Brian Choi (So., 1) 


RG 70 Jon Oliver (Jr., 1) 
RT 78 Jon ‘Samuelson (Sr, 3) 


QB 
TB Lede Wiggins Ur, 2) 
FB 28 Jarrod Baxter (Jt , 2) 
WR 80 Kirk Robbins (Jr., 2) 


‘LE 58 Jeff Macrea (Sr,, 1) 
NT 52 Henry Stephens (Sr, 3) 
RE. 47 Brian Johnson (Jt, 2) 


be 
PR 89 Lary Davis (Sr., 0) 

(#) Indicates number of returning Starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Rocky Long 
2000 Prediction: 6th MWC 


become the kind of disruptive defense that 
Long expects. 

UNM never had a truly bad game against 
passing offenses, allowing a high of 275 yards 
to San Diego State, but did allow 20 touch- 
down passes, 206 yards per game and a 55- 
percent completion rate. 

The Lobos expect a lot from incoming juco 
kicker Vladimir Borombozin, whose parents 
are Romanian and Yugoslavian, and who was 
born in Philadelphia, went to high school in 
Florida and attended a junior college in Cali- 
fornia. David McKinney made only five-of-14 
field goals, so an upgrade was needed. 

Sophomore Cort Moffitt averaged only 37 
yards per punt, and opponents averaged 
nearly 15 yards on their 18 returns. That 
combination left the Lobos last in the league 
in net punting. Urlacher — naturally — was 
UNMss best punt returner, but Manning is 
capable. He and Robbins handled kickoff 
returns, and Davis will have a chance to show 
what he can do. 

This is a critical year for Long and his staff, 
after a two-year record of 7-16. The defensive 
players have had time to adjust to an unusual 
scheme and the offense has to show progress. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


83 Joe Manning (So., 1) 
68 Eric May (So., 0) 
73 Jeremy Sorenson (Jr., 0) 
66 Rashad McClure (So., 1) 74 James Copple (Jr., 1) 
75 Jason Lenzmeier (Fr., 0) 
76 Luke Nogales (Fr., 0) 
Sate Burrough (St., 3) 85 Joseph Fiola (So., 1) 
Sean Stein (Sr, 1) 12 Rudy Caamano (So., 0) 
36 Quincy Wright (So., 1) 
46 Ted lacenda (Sr., 1) 
87 Rob Caston (Sr., 1) 


Defense (7) 


90 Danny Hernandez (Sr., 1) 
95 Adrian Terry (So., 1) 
69 LaMarcus Spillers (Sr., 1) 
92 Evroy Thompson (Fr., 0) 
51 Charles Moss (So., 1) 
45 Antonio Manning (Jr., 0) 


62 B.J. Long (Jr., 2) 


50 David Mauer (Sr., 1) 
Mi ike Bamett (Sr, 2) 
Lever ee Wilson (St, 1) 


Lobo 37 . Jacob 0 denstein | (So., 1) 27 Deario Richardson (Fr., ) 


4) Ran arper (Sr, 3) 
34 Desmar Black | (So, nay 


4 Justin Mobley (So., 1) 
32 Brandon Ratcliff (Fr., 0) 


CB 23 Stephen n Persley (Jt., 2) 20. Edwin Garrett (So., 1) 
CB 22 Walter Bemard (St, 3) 7 Dante Childress (Jr. 0) 


Special Teams 


“Vladimir Borombezin Ur, 0) 
38 Cort Moffitt (So., 1) 
80 Kirk Robbins (Jr, 2) 


83 Joe Manning (So., 1) 


1999 Record (MWC): 4-7 (3-4) 
University Stadium (31,218) 
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Baylor 


ome view change as inevitable. At the 
S=: football offices, however, it had 
come to be viewed as annual. 

During the 1990s, the Bears had four dif- 
ferent head coaches, 13 coordinators and 37 
assistants. The constant change took its toll, 
as Baylor went 33-24-1 and attended three 
bowl games in the first half of the decade, but 


Darrell Bush 


slumped to 16-39 without a bowl appearance 
in the final five years. Things bottomed out in 
1999 under first-year head coach Kevin 
Steele. The Bears finished with a 1-10 record, 
the worst at the school in 30 years. 

Baylor's running game certainly wasn't 
good last year (the Bears ranked 11th in the 
Big 12 with 109.7 yards per game), but there 
is reason to believe that things will get better. 


duction in eight conference 
games. The Bears were shut out 
twice and scored more than 10 points 
in only two Big 12 games. In all games, 
Baylor was outscored by an average of 
37.6 to 12.5. 


a2 Baylor's average point pro- 


First of all, the team’s leading rusher, tail- 
back Darrell Bush, returns for his senior sea- 
son. In 1999, the diminutive and shifty Bush 
nearly doubled his production from the pre- 
vious season, rushing for 682 yards and aver- 
aging 4.2 per carry. 


Sophomore Chedrick Ricks also made 
impressive strides at tailback during the 
spring. 

Of course, any improvements to the run- 
ning game must begin with improved play up 
front, where Baylor has often been overpow- 
ered in recent years. In an attempt to rectify 
that situation, Ethan Kelley, who started all 
11 games at left guard as a true 
freshman last year, has moved to 
left tackle. Center Joe Jackson is 
also a solid player, but for the 
Bears to make any significant 
progress they must have 
improved play from linemen 
such as right tackle Greg Jerman 
and right guard Tyshaun Whit- 
son. 

In a word, Baylor’s passing 
game last season was anemic. The 
Bears had the fewest yards per 
game (120.3), the fewest amount 
of touchdown passes (four) and 
the lowest average yards per 
attempt (5.0) in the Big 12. 

But that could all change 
thanks to the arrival of junior 
college transfer Greg Cicero, 
who originally enrolled at the 
University of Texas. The Mis- 
= sion Conference Player of the 
= Year and a second-team All- 
American last season at Palomar College 
in San Marcos, Calif, Cicero returns to 
the Lone Star State as a polished quarter- 
back after passing for 2,800 yards and 33 
touchdowns at Palomar. 

He should also benefit from a polished 
receiving corps that gained a lot of expe- 
rience a year ago. Baylor's top nine 
receivers from last year — including tight 
ends and running backs — return. Junior 
Andra Fuller is the most proven wideout, 
catching 26 passes in 99. 

As is the case on offense, the Bears have 
been manhandled up front in recent 
years. That may once again be the case in 
2000, as Baylor could start two sopho- 
mores and a redshirt freshman on the 
defensive line. 

Fortunately for the Bears, the | , 
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_ 29 Randy Davis (So., 1) 
66 ; Chad Crady (So., 1). 


senior Kris Micheaux. 

With the return of All-Big 12 candidate 
Gary Baxter at right cornerback, leading 
returning tackler Samir Al-Amin at strong 
safety and play-making specialist Daniel 
Wilturner at left cornerback, the secondary 
should be the strength of the team. 

Opponents often avoided testing Baxter, 
whose size and overall athletic ability make 
him the best pro prospect on the roster. But 
throwing at Wilturner had its consequences, 
as the 5'8" senior intercepted three passes and 
scored two touchdowns in "99. 

“We've got some guys who can flat-out 
play in the secondary,” Micheaux says. “Now, 
we just have to put pressure up front, and we 
can be vastly improved on defense.” 

Kyle Atteberry, who handled both punting 
and placekicking duties last year, is gone. 
Daniel Andino (kicker) and Ryan Chapde- 
laine (punter) will be given their opportuni- 
ties to win the jobs, but junior college transfer 
Adam Stiles is the name to remember for the 
fall. Stiles was a first-team All-American who 
averaged 39.9 yards punting and connected 
on 12-of-15 field-goal attempts at Butler 
County (Kansas) Community College. 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (7) 


814 Reggie Newhouse (So., 1) 
70 Derek Long (Fr., 0) 

76 Cedric Fields (Fr., 0) 

56 Eric South (Fr., 0) 

62 Derrick Pearcy (So., 0) 
71. Jon Erickson (Jr., 0) 

44 Brandon Thompson (Sr., 3) 
26 Chedrick Ricks (So., 0) 
31. Melvin Bamett (Jr., 2) 
10 Greg Cicero (Jr., 0) 15 Michael Odum Ur., 0) 

41 Andra Fuller (J, 2) 49 Martin Dossett (Sr., 3) 


DEFENSE (5) 


60 chats Mann (0, 4) 51 Eric Clay (Sr., 3) 
95 Ryan Gillenwater (Jr, 2) 92 Eric Sims (Fr., 0) 
99 Kevin Stevenson (So., 1) 78 Travis Hicks (So., 1) 
90 Aaron Lard (Fr.,0) 94. Joe Simmons (Fr., 0) 
LB 12 MoKinley Bowie (Sr., 3) 33. Derrick Cash (Fr., 0) 
45 Kris Micheaux (Sr., 3) 98 Kelvin Chaisson (So., 4) 
44 Anthony Simmons (Fr., 0) 36 Jason Lary (Sr., 2) 
2 Daniel Wittumer (St, 2) 21 Eric Giddens (Fr., 0) 
16 Samir AFAmin (Jr, 2) 30 Drew Harding (Sr., 1) 
40 Matt Amendola (Fr,0) 37 David Sims (So., 0) 
18 Gary Baxter (Sr., 3) 3 Allen Pace (Sr., 3) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


34 Daniel Andino (So., 0) 


‘59 Ethan Kelley (So., 1) 


50 Joe Jackson (Jr., 2) 
72 Tyshaun Whitson (Sr., 1). 
52 Greg Jerman (Jr, 2) 
89  Obriotti (Jr., 2) 
6 Darrell Bush (Sr., 3) 
4 Derek Lagway (Sr., 3) 


strengths of the team involve those posi- 
tions behind the defensive front. Line- 
backers McKinley Bowie, Derrick Cash 
and Anthony Simmons bring plenty of 
speed to the outside spots, while the mid- 
dle is patrolled by the most dependable 
and hard-nosed tackler on the team, 


P= 22 Ryan Chapdelaine (Jr., 0) 
KR 19 Martin Dossett (Sr., 3) 
PR 1 Andra Fuller (Jr, 2) 
 (#) Indicates number of eee Starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
: Nin after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Kevin Steele 
2000 Prediction: 6th Big 12 South 


1999 Record (Big 12): 1-10 (0-8) 
Floyd Casey Stadium (50,000) 


Mustangs 


n September 2, SMU will host 

Kansas in the first game ever played 

in the new on-campus facility, Gerald 
J. Ford Stadium. New century, new stadium, 
and, it is hoped, the beginning of a new era. 
There are five new assistants — including 
offensive coordinator Larry Kueck — after 
after a second straight losing season (4-6). 


Josh McCown 


“It was not a good year,” coach Mike 
Cavan says, looking back on a season in 
which the Mustangs opened at 0-5 and 
wound up firing an assistant and turning 
themselves in for a violation of NCAA rules. 


The Mustangs played to 
an average attendance of 

Os 19,625 in their final year in the 
%; 68,000-seat Cotton Bowl. 

But, Cavan says, “We've developed a differ- 
ent work ethic than in the recent past, and I’m 
encouraged by that and the overall attitude of 
the players. Our main goal has been to 
develop the toughness necessary to get you 
through the disappointments.” 

With Kueck, who created prolific offenses 
at Southern Miss, the Mustangs will scrap the 
I-formation and go to the one-back offense. 
Defensively, SMU loses three All-WAC per- 
formers but returns a solid cast. 

Kris Briggs emerged as the team’s top 
rusher, averaging 5.1 yards per carry while 


126 


finishing with 522 yards. He's coming off a 
good spring and now has the job to himself. 

There are four offensive line returnees with 
starting experience — Rich Nichols at center 
and Jeff Erxleben at guard, Joey Slaten at 
tackle and James McCarthy at guard. The 
remaining tackle slot will be filled by Kevin 
Gober, a backup last year. 

Most of the key ingredients of 
the passing attack are back, 
including quarterback Josh 
McCown, who completed 125- 
of-234 passes for 1,434 yards and 
11 touchdowns, with 10 intercep- 
tions. He was at times spectacular, 
completing 19 straight passes 
against Tulsa and directing upsets 
of Fresno State and Rice. He led 
SMU to four straight wins before 
a final loss to TCU. 

Two other bright lights were 
receivers Chris Cunningham 
(39-570, 5 TDs) and Cody 
Cardwell (31-469, 3 TDs), who 
form imposing bookends in the 
new formation. Cunningham 
was the team’s kick return leader. 
At the third receiver slot, 
junior Bryan McDearman is 
being pushed by redshirt 
freshman Marcus Carter. 

On defense, the front four 
looks like a team strength. Markus Pratt 
resides at one end, and Kevin Aldridge 
— a starting linebacker in 99 — will 
start at the other. 

The tackles are Lute Croy, a returning 
starter, and Warrie Birdwell, who played 
well as a backup last year. Depth is pro- 
vided by Johnson Patman, who started 
five games last year at end, and returning 
starter Chase Schavrda at tackle. They key 
a unit that ranked 24th nationally against 
the run, allowing 113.9 yards per game 
and holding four of the final eight oppo- 
nents to less than 100 yards per game. 

The Mustangs welcome back Vic Vilo- 
ria, who took a redshirt year in 99. He 
came back from a broken leg suffered 
during two-a-days to start the final five 
games in 98 and earn WAC Freshman of 
the Year recognition. 

The pass defense suffers from the loss 
of All-WAC Tracy Hart and his five inter- 
ceptions. But there is comfort in the 
return of corner Kevin Garrett, who had 
81 tackles and blocked two kicks to earn 
WAC Freshman of the Year recognition. 


Layne Murdoch 


ATHLON? SporRTS™ 


Head Coach: Mike Cavan 
2000 Prediction: 6th WAC 


James Orr will man the other corner, while 
Tommy Dorsey and Shane O'Neill are solid 
at strong safety. Leroy Price and Jonas Rut- 
ledge are battling at free safety. 

The Mustangs return both kickers, the 
deep snapper and a Comet. Punter Colin 
Vadheim returns; experienced and cool, he is 
adept at dropping kicks inside the red zone. 
Adam Walterscheid — 19-of-23 on PATs and 
3-of-7 on field goal attempts — will again 
handle placekicking and kickoff duties. 

Although he was SMU’s leading receiver, 
Cunningham garnered All-WAC honors as a 
special teams selection after leading the team 
in punt returns (9.0 yds.) and kickoff returns 
(33.9 yds.). He also earned a nickname, “The 
Comet,” for a 90-yard kickoff return. 

In ’97, Cavan established a hard-nosed 
mentality and led SMU to its first winning 
season since the mid-’80s. Since then, diffi- 
cult schedules have resulted in 5-7 and 4-6 
seasons, and Cavan has changed offensive 
coordinators twice. He has vowed to re-estab- 
lish a tough mental attitude, saying, “We've 
had some bad things happen to us, but you 
can either sit down and cry or do something 
about it — and we intend to do the latter.” 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


24 Chris Cunningham (So., 1) 84 Brandon Wetsel (So., 0) 
72 Kevin Gober (Jr., 1) 75 Sterling Harris (Fr., 0) 
74 James McCarthy (Jr., 2) 68 Jeff Henderson (So., 1) 
52 Rich Nichols (Sr., 2) 69 Steve Reindl (Fr.,0) 

71 Jeff Erxleben (Sr., 3) 64 Danny Murphy (So., 1) 
67 Joey Slaten (Jr, 2) 73 Judson Davis (So., 0) 
41 Michael Brown (Jr, 2) | 86 John Hampton (So., 1) 
25 Cody Cardwell (So., 1) 80 Ryan Riddle (Fr., 0) 

33 Bryan McDearman (Jr., 2) 2 Marcus Carter (Fr., 0) 
15 Josh McCown (Jr., 2) 7 Kelan Luker (So., 4) 


24 Kris Briggs (So., 1) 5 Johnnie Freeman (So., 1) 


Defense (6) 


56 Markus Pratt (Jr., 2) 51 Johnson Patman (Jr. 2) 
50 Warrie Birdwell (So., 1) 13 Chase Schavrda (Sr., 3) 
92 Lute Croy (So., 1) 95 Chris Post (Jr, 2) 
11 Kevin Aldridge (Jr., 2) 49 Trent Hrncir (Fr., 0) 
42 Billy Jack Williams (So., 1)19 Khalid Beard (So., 1) 
55 Vic Viloria (So., 1) 53 Corey Riley (Jr., 1) 
44 Justin Williams (So.,1) 38 Devonric Johnson (So., 1) 
39 James Orr (So., 1) 27 Nima Baha Ur., 1) 
26 Tommy Dorsey (Jr., 1) 22 Shane O'Neill (Jr., 1) 
8 Leroy Price (Fr., 0) 3 Jonas Rutledge (Fr., 0) 
1 Kevin Garrett (So., 1) 31 Rusty Simpson (Jr., 1) 


Special Teams 


16 Adam Walterscheid (Jr., 2) 
48 Colin Vadheim (Sr., 2) 


KR 21 Chris Cunningham (So., 1) 
PR 21 Chris Cunningham (So., 1) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (WAC): 4-6 (3-3) 
Gerald J. Ford Stadium (32,000) 
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Wake Forest 


Demon Deacons 


ake Forest football and success are 
words seldom associated with one 
another. But the Deacs are coming 


off a 7-5 season which included their first 
bowl appearance under eighth-year coach Jim 
Caldwell. 

Optimism runs high after achieving 
unprecedented success, Caldwell is hopeful, 


C.J. Leak 


but reality sets in. With only five starters back, 
Caldwell’s team has more holes than a Swiss 
cheese factory. “We have a very young team 
and for us to be successful, to build upon the 
kind of success we enjoyed last year, we'll need 
some of our younger players to step up,” Cald- 
well says. 


The percentage of Wake’s 

total offense lost with the 

graduation of quarterback Ben 

Sankey and tailback Morgan Kane, 
Wake’'s season MVP. 


Diversity will be the theme with this year’s 
backfield. Along with Chris McCoy, a trio of 
underclassmen will also see their share of car- 
ries. Sophomores Jamie Scott and Tarence 
Williams got plenty of reps in spring practice. 
Freshman Fred Staton of Charlotte, N.C. will 
get a long, hard look from the coaching staff. 

Whoever is carrying the ball will have one 
of the best blocking fullbacks in the ACC 
clearing the way. Sophomore Ovie Mughelli 


is a bulldozer in cleats, clearing paths like no 
one else in the ACC can do. Coaches say he'll 
get a chance to carry the ball more than he 
did as a freshman. 

Center Vince Azzolina and tackle Michael 
Collins are the only two starters that return 
from an offensive line that cleared the way for 
an offense that gained 175 yards a game on 
the ground last season. 

The much-anticipated debut 
of sophomore C.J. Leak as Wake 
Forest's starting quarterback is 
here. Leak passed over several 
highly regarded _ programs, 
including Notre Dame, for a 
chance to play for Wake Forest. 

Leak has the size to be a highly 
effective quarterback, as well as 
the ability to run the option, 
which seems to be a trait most 
offensive-minded coaches such as 
Caldwell are looking for these 
days. Beyond Leak, Wake’s quar- 
terback situation looks bleak. 

Leak will be throwing to a 
solid receiving corps, but one 
that lacks a dominant player. 
Junior Ira Williams has the 
ability to be the Demon Dea- 
cons’ primary receiver, but he 
needs to improve his consis- 
tency in catching the ball. 
Jimmy Caldwell, son of the coach, has } jy 
steadily progressed throughout his career } t¢ 
and came up with one of his best colle- | ¢ 
giate games in the Aloha Bowl. His 56- . 
yard touchdown grab against Arizona | TE 
State was one of the game’s pivotal plays. 
Junior John Stone and sophomore Fabian 
Davis are both standout special teams 
players, but both will be expected to con- 
tribute more at wideout. Davis will be the 
third wideout when the Deacons line up 
without a tight end. 

Wake will run plenty of stunts, misdi- 
rections and delayed blitzes to keep oppo- 
nents off-balance. Defensive end Bryan 
Ray, a second team all-ACC selection, 
will lead Wake’s attacking 4-3 defensive 
scheme which ranked in the top 35 
nationally in every category. A 

Junior defensive tackle Nathan Bolling | p 
will see playing time upfront, as will | KR 
sophomore end Calvin Pace and tackle | P® 
Montique Sharpe. The unit will be even 
stronger depending on how soon senior | 
tackle Da’Vaughn Mellerson and junior 
end Milo McGuire return. Both missed 
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WR 81 Ira Williams (Jr., 2) 2 


WR 


all of spring practice while recovering from 
knee injuries. 

Linebacker Ed Kargbookorogie is strong 
and has good instincts for finding the football 
but needs to improve his tackling. 

Wake Forest's ability to defend the pass is 
dependent on the team’s front seven being 
able to put pressure on the quarterback. Ray 
will account for half of Wake’s sacks. Corner- 
backs Keyshorn Smith and Adrian Duncan 
are good players, but neither is a standout 
one-on-one defender. Safeties Michael 
Clinkscale and Walter Simmons need to be 
more of a factor in the passing game. 

For what Wake lacks offensively and 
defensively, it makes up for in special teams 
play. Stone is a touchdown waiting to hap- 
pen on kickoff returns. He was third in the 
nation (29.9 yards) in kickoff return average. 
Davis isn’t too far behind, either. Caldwell 
and Duncan will handle punt return duties. 
The kicking duties will be handled by junior 
Tyler Ashe, who is already an accomplished 
kickoff specialist. Sophomore Matt Brennie 
was expected to compete with James 
MacPherson for the starting job at punter, 
but MacPherson is lost for the season. 


Offense (3) 


John Stone (Jr., 2) 
Blake Henry (So., 0) 
Marcus Kisner (Jr., 1) 
Tim Bennett (So., 1) 
Jonathan Helms (Jr., 0) 
Seth Houk (Jr., 0) 

Josh Warren (Fr., 0) 
Jax Landfried (Jr., 1) 
Ricky Perez (Fr., 0) 


68 Chris Blank (Sr., 3) 
75 Mike Moosbrugger (Jr., 1) 
53 Vince Azzolina (Jr., 2) 
55 Tim Bennett (So., 1) 
79 Michael Collins (Jr., 2) 
89 Ray Thomas (So., 1) 

3 Jimmy Caldwell (Jr., 2) 
12 CJ. Leak (So., 1) 
32 Ovie Mughelli (So., 1) 44 Matt Myers (Jr., 1) 

6 Jamie Scott (So., 1) 18 Tarence Williams (So., 1) 


Defense (2) 


93 Calvin Pace (So., 1) 92 Montique Sharpe (So., 1) 
92 Montique Sharpe (So., 1) 96 Da'Vaughn Mellerson (Sr., 3) 
99 Nathan Bolling (Jr., 2) 58 Masanori Toguchi (So., 1) 
45 Bryan Ray (Sr., 3) 97 Roderick Stephen (So., 1) 
52 Marquis Hopkins (Jr, 2) 46 Nick Bender (Sr., 3) 
42 Jamaal Argrow (So.,1) | 38 Marcus Nesbitt (Fr., 0) 
27 Ed Kargbookorogie (Jr, 2) 17 Kellen Brantley (Fr., 0) 

7 Adrian Duncan (Jr., 2) 26 Elliott Ivey (So., 0) 
23 Michael Clinkscale (Jr, 2) 10 Mike Koch (Sr., 2) 
29 Walter Simmons (So., 1) 14 Obi Chukwumah (Fr., 0) 
36 Keyshorn Smith (Sr, 3) 30 Chris Justice (Jr., 1) 

Special Teams 

45 Tyler Ashe (Jr., 2) 
37 Matt Brennie (So., 1) 

2 John Stone (Jr., 2) 

3 Jimmy Caldwell (Jr, 2) 


72 
50 
55 
69 
63 
86 
85 
13 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Jim Caldwell 
2000 Prediction: 8th ACC 


1999 Record (ACC): 7-5 (3-5) 
Groves Stadium (31,500) 


127 


South Carolina 


Gamecocks 


outh Carolina might be one of the 

most improved teams in the nation 

and still not go to a bowl game. That 

would be a first for coach Lou Holtz, who has 

taken every school he’s coached to a bowl 
game by his second season. 

While it’s almost certain the Gamecocks 

will improve — they can't do any worse than 


Phil Petty 


an 0-11 season — Holtz’s thirst for a bowl 
will likely remain unquenched. There are 
some tall orders he must address, such as atti- 
tudes, offense and the kicking game. To think 
even he can come up with a cure for all of the 
Gamecocks’ woes this season might be asking 


too much. 
A, ) USC's points per game in 
® = = 1999, a figure that ranked the 


Gamecocks last among 114 Divi- 
sion |-A teams. 


South Carolina has put in a new offense 
that it hopes will open up lanes for the run- 
ning game. The spread offense will put the 
quarterback in the shotgun and often incor- 
porate four wide receivers. That's the look 
many teams use in throwing the ball 50 
times a game. 

But throwing on every down is not the 
objective with the Gamecocks, who hope to 
strike a balance by spreading the defense. 
That way, sophomores Derek Watson and 
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Andrew Pinnock will have more room to 
run, even if the troubled offensive line isn’t 
significantly better. 

Watson is an elusive, shifty back with more 
moves than an Army brat. USC's zone block- 
ing concepts should allow Watson the free- 
dom to run to daylight. Pinnock, at 242 
pounds, thunders through the line with tack- 
lers hanging on his ankles. 

And the Gamecocks haven't 
put the two-back offense in the 
attic for good. They show multi- 
ple looks, spreading the field to 
soften the defense, then coming 
back with some power running, 

South Carolina will often have 
four or five receivers out in the 
pattern, and junior quarterback 
Phil Petty has been instructed to 
look for the sure thing first. That 
means a lot of short passes and 
quick dump-ofts, which will 
require a move or two from the 
receiver after the catch to turn it 
into a significant gain. 

A pair of junior college trans- 
fers, Corey Alexander and James 
Adkisson, made an immedi- 
ate impact in the spring and 
should play prominent roles. 
Senior Jermale Kelly, who 
‘ had 10 touchdowns as a 
freshman but has done little since, should 
benefit from the new offense, as should 
junior Brian Scott. Both are big targets 
who can out-leap smaller defensive backs. 

USC's new look on defense is sort of a 
3-3-5 nickel package that will take on a 
3-4 look most times, and its undersized 
linemen will be tested against the run. 
Senior nose guard Cleveland Pinkney, at 
285 pounds, is difficult to root out of the 
middle, but his mates, Dennis Quinn 
and Anthony Overstreet, hover around 
250 to 260. Watch sophomore Langston 
Moore, a 270-pounder who moved over 
from the offensive line in the spring. 

That crew will need help from line- 
backers Kalimba Edwards, Andre Offing, 
Shannon Wadley and Marco Hutchin- 
son. This defense will utilize a variety of 
stunts and blitzes to take advantage of its | p 
quickness up front. KR 

“Instead of us having to adjust, we're | PR 
going to make people adjust to us,” 
defensive coordinator Charlie Strong 
says. 

One of the reasons USC went to a 
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WR 88 James Adkisson (Jr., 0) 


"72 Melvin Paige (Jr., 2) 


WR 84 Jermale Kelly (Sr., 3) 
WR 82 Brian Scott (Jr., 2) 


nickel package for its base defense is that it 
has more quality in the secondary than any 
other position. Rashad Faison, Kevin House 
and Sheldon Brown are three of the most 
consistent performers on the team. 

In the biggest move of the spring, the 
Gamecocks plucked their free safety out of 
the offensive backfield. Antione Nesmith, a 
two-year starter at fullback, carved out a 
starting job for himself in the defensive back- 
field for his head-jarring hits and savvy. 

But for the defensive backs to do their job, 
they'll need a pass rush, an area that took the 
biggest hit with the loss of first-round pick 
John Abraham. Edwards, a junior, seems best 
suited to fill the role of big-play maker. John 
Stamper, a junior who had three sacks in the 
spring game, has the potential to bring pres- 
sure opposite Edwards. 

If South Carolina had a reliable kicker the 
past two seasons, it likely wouldn't be carrying 
the nation’s longest losing streak at 21 games. 
Missed field goals have cost the Gamecocks a 
handful of games the past two seasons, and 
Holtz carries those same concerns into 2000. 
USC doesn't know who its kicker or punter 
will be going into fall camp. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


89 Willis Ham (So., 1) 

75 Watts Sanderson (So., 1) 
52 Jeff Barnes (Fr. 0) 

53 Jonathan Ragans (So., 1) 
59 Dennis Thomas (Sr., 2) 
71 Shane Hall (So., 4) 

81 Rod Trafford (Jr., 1) 

13 Eric Kimrey (Jr., 0) 

4 Andrew Pinnock (So., 1) 
3 Corey Alexander (Jr., 0) 
10 Carlos Spikes (Jr., 2) 


Defense (4) 


99 Anthony Overstreet (Sr., 2) 56 Langston Moore (So., 1) 
62 Cleveland Pinkney (Sr, 1) 97 Travis Lewis (Jr., 0) 
93 Dennis Quinn (So.,1) 91 John Stamper (Jr., 2) 
44 Shannon Wadley (Jr., 2) 34 Darion Hutcherson (Jr., 2) 
51 Marco Hutchinson (Sr., 3) 36 Andre Offing (Sr., 2) 
55 Kalimba Edwards (Jr, 2) 34 Rod Thomas (So., 1) 
11 Rashad Faison (So.,1) | 39 Jonathan Martin (So., 1) 
30 O'Rondai Cox (Jr. 2) 20 Willie Offord (Jr., 2) 

1 Antione Nesmith (Jr., 2) 16 Marvin Deas (So., 0) 
29 Kevin House (Jr., 2) 35 Andre Goodman (Jr., 2) 
24 Sheldon Brown (Jr., 2) 26 Tim Yarn (Fr., 0) 

Special Teams 

5 Jason Corse (Sr., 0) 
47 Tyeler Dean (So., 0) 
21 Ryan Brewer (So., 1) 
21 Ryan Brewer (So., 1) 


68 Travelle Wharton (Fr., 0) 
76 Cedric Williams (So., 1) 
65 Phillip Jones (Jt., 2) 

73 Larrell Johnson (Jr, 2) 


48 Thomas Hill (Jr., 1) 
14 Phil Petty (Jr., 2) 
22 Derek Watson (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach; Lou Holtz 
2000 Prediction: 6th SEC East 


1999 Record (SEC): 0-11 (0-8) 
Williams-Brice Stadium (80,250) 


CoLLEGE FooTBALL 2000 


owa coach Kirk Ferentz prefers not to use 
the term “rebuilding” to describe the 
Hawkeyes, so how about this: “recovering.” 
Iowa returns 12 starters from a team that bum- 
bled to a 1-10 record and its first winless sea- 
son in the Big Ten since 1973. 
The Hawkeyes will get an instant jolt on 
offense with the return of wide receiver- 


Ladell Betts 


returner Kahlil Hill, who sat out last season for 
violating team rules. A healthy Scott Mullen at 
quarterback and some semblance of an offen- 
sive front for tailback Ladell Betts would have 
the Hawks headed in the right direction. 


|. lowa's 1999 schedule ranking, 
according to the Sagarin Ratings. 

With games vs. Kansas State and 
Nebraska, and a brutal Big Ten slate, 
that rank should be in the Top 5 again. 


Betts has shown the ability to carry the 
offense on his back. The trouble is, he’s been 
forced to do it too often. Betts ran for 857 
yards and five touchdowns in 189 attempts 
last season with a patchwork offensive line 
and little production in the passing game. 

If Mullen is healthy enough to scramble 
about, the Hawks’ running game could be 
effective in a two-tight end, one-back set. 

Another boost will depend on the health of 
Ben Sobieski, who is expected to move in at 
left tackle after sitting out all of last season. 
Sobieski was one of the Hawkeyes’ few bright 


spots in the trenches two seasons ago. Right 
tackle Alonzo Cunningham and left guard 
Bruce Nelson are powerful but inconsistent. 

Mullen, who injured his shoulder in the 
finale last season, is a far better option than 
backups Kyle McCann and Jon Beutjer. 

Hill could be a huge factor for a passing 
game that was, at times, non-existent. Two 
seasons ago, he caught 35 passes 
for 432 yards. He’s a long-strider 
with good hands. Kevin Kasper is 
the prototype possession receiver 
with soft hands and a good feel 
for routes, but lacks flash. Chris 
Oliver showed spurts of home- 
run speed. The Hawkeyes’ best 
options at tight end are Robert 
Gallery and Erik Jensen or con- 
verted tackle Kyle Trippeer. 

Speed and anticipation is a big 
problem on the line; Iowa foes 
managed 29 sacks for 151 yards 
in losses. Nelson, Cunningham 
and center A.J. Blazek are strong 
run blockers, but not very quick 
and can be beaten on the outside. 

Opposing rushers took to new 
defensive coordinator Norm 
Parker's 4-3 scheme faster 
than the Hawkeyes did. The 
interior of the Iowa defense 
' was too slow, too sloppy and 
too often knocked on their fannies. 

A suspect middle got potentially more 
porous when middle linebacker Aaron 
Kampman moved to defensive end during 
spring ball. Both of the leading candidates 
at tackle, Colin Cole and Jerry Mont- 
gomery, have just a season of experience. 

Fred Barr took his lumps as a true 
freshman but figures to be the funnel for 


Ric Fogel 


most of the tackles. Barr was Iowa's third- | DE 
leading tackler with 74 stops. Mike 2 
Dolezal and Roger Meyer are big hole- | p¢ 
stuffers at middle linebacker. LB 
Against big backs such as Wisconsin's . 
Ron Dayne and Michigan State's TJ. | og 
Duckett, poor tackling in the secondary | $s 
turned moderate gains into long ones. = 
The major — and in many cases only — 
safety valve, Matt Bowen, is gone. Ryan | , 


Hansen has the inside track to succeed | p 
the hard-hitting Bowen at strong safety. | KR 

While at Vanderbilt, Parker helped | P® 
groom one of the better secondaries in the 
SEC. But for the second straight season, 


he’s starting from the ground up at Iowa. |) 


That puts the onus on the pass rush, 


SARS MABCHIM 


notably ends Kampman and Anthony Herron. 

Because of the lack of game experience at 
free safety and the corners, Iowa will bump and 
run only occasionally and will pull safeties out 
of the box to help. Corners Mikkel Brown and 
D,J. Johnson are likely to play it safe and give 
receivers space so as not to get burned long. 

Free safeties Shane Hall and Matt Stock- 
dale are essentially splitting time as the third 
corner in most of Iowa's formations. 

The Hawkeyes’ kicking game is a mixed 
bag. Ferentz auditioned kickers in the spring, 
with Greg McLaughlin being the only 
returnee with game experience (one field 
goal, one extra point). Punter Jason Baker is a 
sure thing. Baker got in plenty of work last 
year, booting 14 of 70 punts inside the 20. 

The return game should be one of the 
strongest in the Big Ten. Ferentz has a bevy of 
burners to choose from in Hill, Tim Dodge, 
Oliver and spitfire freshman Fred Russell. 

Ferentz is a soft-spoken, old-school intro- 
vert who figures to have learned a lot from 
last season's mess. He's got a little more 
offense to work with but has more questions 
on defense, so a repeat season of 10 losses isn’t 
out of the question. 


Offense (6) 

3 Kahiil Hill (Jr., 1) 88 Ryan Barton (Sr., 2) 
65 Ben Sobieski (Jr., 2) 73 David Porter (Jr., 0) 
72 Bruce Nelson (So.,1) 56 Eric Steinbach (So., 1) 
52 A.J. Blazek (Sr., 1) 64 Pete Traynor (So., 0) 
77 B.J. Van Briesen (So.,1) 70 Andy Lightfoot (So., 1) 
74 Alonzo Cunningham (Jr., 2)73 David Porter (Jr., 0) 
85 Robert Gallery (Fr., 0) 83 Kyle Trippeer (Sr., 1) 
18 Scott Mullen (Sr., 2) 4 Kyle McCann (Jr., 1) 
46 Ladell Betts (Jr., 2) 15 Robbie Crockett (Jr., 1) 
47 Jeremy Allen (Jr., 2) 45 Henry Pollio (Sr., 0) 
87 Kevin Kasper (Sr., 2) 6 Chris Oliver (Jr., 2) 

Defense (6) 
99 Anthony Herron (Sr, 3) 95 Howard Hodges (Fr., 0) 
94 Colin Cole (So., 1) 75 Kory Borchers (Fr., 0) 
91 Jerry Montgomery (Jr., 2) 90 Jared Clauss (Fr., 0) 


54 Aaron Kampman (Jr, 2) 28 Cody O'Hare (Jr., 2) 
97 LeVar Woods (Sr., 2) 23 Jon Omatola (So., 0) 
39 Mike Dolezal (Jr., 2) 30 Roger Meyer (Jr, 1) 
38 Fred Barr (So., 1) 37 Derrick Davison (Sr., 1) 
8 Mikkel Brown (Jr., 1) 1 Cameron Smith (Sr., 0) 
44 Ryan Hansen (Sr., 2) 41 Vincent Wilson (So., 1) 
10 Shane Hall (Jr., 2) 21 Matt Stockdale (Jr., 2) 
19 D.J. Johnson (Jr. 2) 1 Tim Dodge (Jr. 1) 


Special Teams 


16 Greg McLaughlin (Sr., 1) 
7 Jason Baker (Sr., 3) 
1 Tim Dodge (Jr., 1) 
6 Chris Oliver UUr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


| 


129 


lowa State 
Cyclones 


owa State is closing the gap, according to 
coach Dan McCarney. But the Cyclones, 
who have enjoyed only three winning sea- 
sons in the last 20, “haven't turned the corner 
yet,” he says. 
It looked as if they might finally turn the 
corner last season. But the optimism of a 3-0 
start quickly faded into frustration with seven 


J.J. Moses 


losses in eight games. 

And as it turned out, their victories all were 
against teams with losing records. 

At tailback, Ennis Haywood is the likely 
successor to Darren Davis. He's bigger, and 
more of a straight-ahead runner who has also 


shown he can catch the ball. 
The number of years since 


é J, lowa State last played in a bowl 


game. The Cyclones’ bowl drought 
is the longest among Big 12 schools. 


The Cyclones were second to Nebraska in 
the Big 12 in rushing offense. But that statis- 
tic was misleading, as their rushing dropped 
dramatically once conference play began. 
Their rushing average per game fell by nearly 
60 yards and their per-attempt average went 
from 4.5 overall to 3.7 in Big 12 games. 

Injuries in the offensive line contributed to 
the decline. Tackle Marcel Howard and guard 
Ben Beaudet, both of whom have been both- 
ered by concussions, are essential to the run- 
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ning game because of their size and physical 
play. 

Ben Bruns, who has been sidelined by 
injuries, and Zach Butler, a promising young 
lineman, are being counted on to add some 
much-needed punch up front. 

There was talk of alternating quarterbacks 
Sage Rosenfels and Derrick Walker a year 
ago, but Rosenfels emerged as a 
clear-cut No. 1 and now Walker 
has moved to linebacker. 

Rosenfels completed 54 per- 
cent of his passes, 127-of-235, 
for 1,781 yards and 10 touch- 
downs, including three in the 
final game against Kansas, in 
which he threw for 332 yards. 

The Cyclones lack depth at 
wide receiver, although Chris 
Anthony and J.J. Moses comple- 
ment each other well. Anthony, 
who had 37 catches for 432 yards 
and one touchdown, is more of a 
possession receiver, while Moses 
compensates for his lack of size 
with breakaway speed. 

New offensive coordinator 
Steve Loney is familiar with 
the Cyclones’ system, which 
likely will depend a little 
more on the passing of 
Rosenfels. 

The Cyclones have made little progress 
in stopping the run, a necessity in the Big 
12. They again ranked near the bottom of 
the conference in rushing defense, allow- 
ing more than 200 yards per game on the 
ground. 

Rush end Reggie Hayward has gained 
25 pounds since coming to Iowa State 
and has all-conference ability. Ryan Hark- 
lau, who has put on 65 pounds since high 
school, can be a force up front, as can 
James Reed, who is 32 pounds heavier 
now than when he arrived at Iowa State. 

Nose guard Nigel Tharpe also has suf- 
ficient size to deal with the run. 

The linebacking is uncertain, at best. 
Middle linebacker Chris Whitaker has 
shown he won't back down despite lack- 
ing the size to stand in against the pound- 
ing of offensive linemen and fullbacks. p 

Iowa State’s pass efficiency defense | KR 
improved dramatically, from 95th in the | PR 
nation in 1998 to a respectable 29th last 
season. The improvement, however, was 
partly a reflection of the fact that oppo- 
nents were able to run over the Cyclones 
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Head Coach: Dan McCamey 
2000 Prediction: 5th Big 12 North 


at will. 

Safery Dustin Avey is a leader in the sec- 
ondary. He's smart and has good size. Cor- 
nerbacks Jamarcus Powers and Breon Ansley 
make up for their lack of size with speed and 
determination, as does Atif Austin, who was 
recruited as a tailback. 

The secondary didn’t make many big plays, 
in part because it didn’t get much help in the 
form of pressure up front. The Cyclones had 
only 17 quarterback sacks, after setting a 
school record with 32 the previous season. 

The Oklahoma loss characterized Iowa 
State’s defensive problems. The Cyclones lim- 
ited Josh Heupel to 180 yards passing, well 
below his average, but they allowed 301 rush- 
ing yards to a team that ranked last in the 
conference and 97th in the nation in rushing 
offense. 

Iowa State struggled in many facets of spe- 
cial teams play in ’99. Kicker Mike McK- 
night was successful on only 7-of-13 field 
goal attempts and 26-of-30 extra-point 
kicks. And Carl Gomez averaged just 38.7 
yards per punt as the Cyclones ranked sev- 
enth in the conference and 83rd nationally in 
net punting. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


86 Chris Anthony (Sr. 3) 19 Craig Campbell Ur., 1) 
67 Cory Hannen (Jr. 2) 78 T.J. Woods (Jr., 0) 
70 Ben Beaudet (Sr., 3) 69 Scott Rickard (Sr., 1) 
63 Ben Bruns (Sr., 3) 56 Adam Sansale (Jr., 0) 
68 Zach Butler (So., 1) 77 Brian Donahue (Jr., 1) 
75 Marcel Howard (Jr., 2) | 65 Bob Montgomery (Fr., 0) 
31 Mike Banks (Jr., 2) 80 Andy Stensrud (Sr. 3) 
32 J.J. Moses (Sr., 2) 83 Jamaul Montgomery (Fr., 0) 
18 Sage Rosenfels (Sr.,3) 12 Gerrin Scott (Fr., 0) 

2 Ennis Haywood (Jr, 2) | 20 Michael Wagner (Fr., 0) 
23 Robert Lewis (Sr., 2) 42 Frank Garcia (Fr., 0) 


Defense (8) 


15 Reggie Hayward (Sr, 3) 88 Erron Matthews (Fr., 0) 
52 James Reed (Sr., 3) 73 Jordan Carstens (Fr., 0) 
44 Ryan Harklau (Sr., 3) 98 Nigel Tharpe (Sr., 3) 
99 Kevin DeRonde (Jr., 2) 90 Casey Shelton (Fr., 0) 

4 Derrick Walker (Sr, 1) 49 Eric Welford (Sr., 2) 
47 Chris Whitaker (So.,1) | 56 Tyrone Tucker (Jr., 0) 
41 Ab Turner (Sr., 2) 46 Matt Word (So., 1) 
21 Atif Austin (So., 1) 27 Breon Ansley (Sr., 3) 
24 Doug Densmore (Sr., 3) 16 Ron Veal (Fr., 0) 

7 Dustin Avey (Sr, 3) 9 Adam Runk (Jr., 2) 

8 Jamarcus Powers (Sr.,1) 22 Ryan Sloth (Sr., 2) 


Special Teams 
96 Mike McKnight (Jr. 1) 
6 Carl Gomez (Sr., 3) 


32 J.J. Moses (Sr., 2) 
32 J.J. Moses (Sr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big 12); 4-7 (1-7) 
Jack Trice Stadium (43,000) 


CoLLEGE FooTBALL 2000 


Wildcats 


n Randy Walker's first season at North- 
western, the Wildcats bumbled their way 
to a 3-8 record and one league win. “You 


go through the battles we went through last 
year and you learn a lot about each other,” 
Walker says. “They learned a lot about me, I 
learned a lot about them. Now I’ve got a 
pretty good bead on where this team can be.” 


Sam Simmons 


Pessimists say Northwestern lacks the tal- 
ent to compete in the Big Ten. But with 17 
starters back, a favorable schedule and 
Walker’s plan firmly in place, a postseason 


trip is not unfathomable. 
$ ( How many more rushing TDs 
Northwestern’s opponents 


scored than the Wildcats (22-5). 


Running back Damien Anderson is one of 
the top returning backs in the Big Ten after 
rushing for 1,128 yards last year. Anderson 
finished second in the Big Ten with 306 
rushes and accounted for 36 percent of the 
Wildcats’ total yards. Walker would like to 
have a more even split between run and pass 
this season and would like to reduce Ander- 
son’s carries significantly. This spring, former 
tight end Mike Sherry was named starting 
fullback and will serve mainly to open holes. 

For the first time in recent history, the 
Wildcats come into the fall with an undis- 
puted No. 1 quarterback, junior Zak Kustok. 


“T think we have one kid who can be a 
quality player right now, and that’s Zak,” 
Walker says. Kustok thrived on running the 
option last season, but Walker would rather 
see him become more of a drop-back passer. 
To do that Kustok must improve his comple- 
tion percentage (46 percent) and flip-flop his 
touchdown-to-interception ratio (3-to-6). 

Mostly, though, Northwestern 
must get better play from its 
offensive line and wide receivers. 
The line gave up 36 sacks last 
season but returns four starters, 
including standout sophomore 
center Austin King. 

The wide receiver position 
should also be much stronger 
with the return of Sam Simmons, 
Teddy Johnson and Jon 
Schweighardt, all of whom were 
injured most of last season. Der- 
rick Thompson, Kunle Patrick, 
who could also play on defense, 
and Chris Brown will also see 
time at wide receiver. 

The Wildcats gave up 22 rush- 
ing touchdowns and nearly 200 
yards per game on the 
ground, including 429 
against Indiana. Nine starters 
return on defense, including 
two of the Big Ten’s top three 
tacklers, linebackers Kevin Bentley (13.5 
tackles per game) and Napoleon Harris 
(11.0). Alongside them is another tal- 
ented linebacker, Billy Silva, who is also 
capable of 100-plus tackles. 

Along the line, the Wildcats also 
return their top playmakers. End 
Dwayne Missouri led Northwestern in 
sacks (five) and tackles for loss (20) last 
fall. Conrad Emmerich moves from line- 
backer to the other end spot and Salem 
Simon moves over from end to tackle. 
Both have been consistent starters the 
last two seasons. 

Northwestern's pass defense allowed 
opponents 200 or more yards passing in 
just three Big Ten games. The one weak- 
ness Northwestern’s secondary showed 
last season was susceptibility to big gains. | 
Seven of the 13 touchdown passes given } p 
up by the Wildcats came on plays of 35 } KR 
yards or more. “The biggest thing we } P* 
have to do better is quit giving up so 
many big plays,” Walker says. “A lot of 
that is tackling, pursuit, effort, being 
more aware and having a greater familiar- 


Steve Woltmann 


aaegtnazs° 


LE 
A 
RT 


Lc 
RC 
$s 
FS 


LLB 8 Napoleon Harris (Jr, 2) 
MLB 44 Billy Silva (Jr., 2) 
RLB 2 Kevin Bentley (Jr, 2) 


Head Coach: Randy Walker 
2000 Prediction: 11th Big Ten 


ity with our defense. Hopefully with all those 
kids coming back and with a year’s experi- 
ence, that will play into our hands.” 

Cornerbacks Harold Blackmon and She- 
gun Cummings-John and free safety Rashad 
Morton started every game last fall. Black- 
mon led the trio with two interceptions and 
17 pass breakups. 

The return game was something of an 
adventure for the Wildcats in 1999. But 
Walker is hoping for more consistency with 
all of the key players returning. 

Marvin Brown, Schweighardt and Thomp- 
son filled in for Simmons late last season and 
could see return duty. Thompson will special- 
ize in kick returns. 

Placekicker Tim Long returns but must 
show more length on his kicks. Long hit 11- 
of-13 inside of 40 yards but made only 1-of- 
5 from beyond 40. Punter J.J. Standring 
averaged 41 yards per punt last season and 
placed 16 punts inside the 20-yard line. 

Last year, a near-upset of Purdue ranked as 
a highlight in an otherwise depressing cam- 
paign. But this season, with so many return- 
ing players and an easy schedule, more will be 


expected from Walker and the Wildcats. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


32 Sam Simmons (Jr., 2) 82 Jon Schweighardt (So., 1) 
67 Leon Brockmeier (Jr, 2) 74 Derek Martinez (Fr., 0) 
76 Wayne Lucier (Jr., 2) 68 Carl Matejka (Fr., 0) 

62 Austin King (So., 1) 52 Adam Fay (Jr., 1) 

73 Jeff Roehl (So., 0) 71 Jack Harnedy (Sr., 3) 

56 Mike Souza (Jr., 2) 77 Lance Clelland (Jr., 2) 

15 David Farman (So., 0) 87 Eric Worley (Fr., 0) 

18 Teddy Johnson (Sr., 2) 9 Derrick Thompson (Sr., 1) 
10 Zak Kustok (Jr., 1) 12 Bob Barz (So., 0) 

83 Mike Sherry (Jr. 1) 46 Gilles Lezi (Fr., 0) 

20 Damien Anderson (Jr., 2) 34 Louis Ayeni (So., 1) 


Defense (9) 


95 Dwayne Missouri (Sr., 2) 93 Pete Konopka (Jr, 2) 
92 Javiar Collins (Sr., 2) 98 Pete Chapman (So., 1) 
94 Salem Simon (Jr., 2) 45 Jeff Baer (Jr., 1) 
47 Conrad Emmerich (Sr., 3) 91 Gabe Nyenhuis (Fr., 0) 
59 Onaje Grimes (So., 0) 
51 Chris Jones (So., 0) 
40 Pat Durr (So., 1) 
1 S. Cummings-John (Jr, 2) 27 Raheem Covington (So., 1) 
6 Harold Blackmon (Sr., 3) 33 Chasda Martin (So., 0) 
30 Rashidi Wheeler (Jr.,1) | 35 Mark Roush (Fr., 0) 
24 Rashad Morton (Sr.,3) 25 Marvin Brown (Jr., 1) 


Special Teams 
39 Tim Long (Sr., 4) 
42 J.J. Standring (Jr., 2) 


9 Derrick Thompson (Sr., 1) 
32 Sam Simmons (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big Ten): 3-8 (1-7) 
Ryan Field (47,129) 
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Tigers 


ithin seconds, Larry Smith walked 

away from reporters after Missouri's 

37-0 loss at Oklahoma, explaining 

later that in such situations, “If start talking, 
I'll say something I regret.” 

He was understandably frustrated, and that 

frustration intensified. The Tigers lost their 

final two games by a combined 117-14 as a 


Travis Garvin 


season that began with promise turned sour. 

Though Missouri is not back to square 
one, it has certainly regressed. Now an imme- 
diate and realistic goal for the Tigers is to 
regain respectability. 


© 


¢ Missouri’s net punting aver- 


age ranked last in the Big 12 
and 113th nationally. The Tigers’ 
36.4 yards-per-punt average ranked 
next-to-last in the conference. 


Smith remains committed to the run, but 
he has taken significant steps to open up the 
offense by incorporating more multiple- 
receiver sets. 

The Tigers averaged only 3.5 yards per 
carry, and that average dropped significantly 
in conference play to 2.8. They were next-to- 
last in the conference and 95th nationally in 
scoring offense. 

Tailback Zain Gilmore is stronger than a 
year ago when he rushed for 764 yards and six 
touchdowns. He was pushed in the spring by 
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Zack Abron, a powerful, low-to-the-ground, 
bowling ball-type runner. But Missouri is 
lacking a proven outside threat to comple- 
ment an inside-oriented attack. 

Smith shuffled the line in the spring, mov- 
ing Mike Hayes, a returning starter at guard, 
to center and taking a long look at some 
young guards, 

Kirk Farmer and Jim 
Dougherty alternated at quarter- 
back until a broken leg in the 
sixth game sidelined Farmer. 
Smith claimed he was comfort- 
able with the rotation. “Our 
approach has been that two 
makes one,” he said before 
Farmer's injury. “It’s working. 
Why change it?” 

Farmer might take charge of 
the job, however. He’s an out- 
standing athlete with excellent 
size and speed, But his passing 
must improve. He completed 
only 36-of-78 passes for 513 
yards, 

The Tigers aren't lacking qual- 
ity receivers. John Dausman, 
who missed last season with a 
torn ACL, is a deep threat. 
He has good size and is one 
of the team’s fastest players, as 
is Travis Garvin, who caught 
a team-high 36 passes for 608 yards and 
two touchdowns in his first season. 

Missouri ranked 11th in the conference 
and 103rd nationally in scoring defense. 
The Tigers allowed 33.7 points per game. 

Opponents averaged 4.1 yards per rush 
against them, despite the considerable 
efforts of defensive end Justin Smith, “a 
complete player as far as his strength, as 
far as his speed,” says Nebraska coach 
Frank Solich. “He's got great determina- 
tion. Any football team in the country 
would love to have him.” 

Smith was involved in 92 tackles, 
including 16 for losses of 66 yards and 
eight sacks. 

Inside linebacker Jamonte Robinson, 
who was in on 108 tackles, is a good fit in 
Missouri's run-and-hit approach. Pat 4 
Duffy can be a solid outside linebacker if | p 
his level of play in the spring carries over | KR 
to the fall. PR 

Down linemen Pat Mingucci, one of 
the team’s strongest players, and Danny 
McCamy have the job of keeping blockers 
from getting to Robinson. When Min- 
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2000 Prediction; 6th Big 12 North 


gucci was sidelined for two games by injury, 
Cedric Harden stepped up. Harden has size 
and quickness and is considered a future star. 

Julian Jones is to the secondary what Smith 
is up front. He's explosive, with a 37.5-inch 
vertical jump and a knack for getting to the 
ball. He intercepted six passes, one short of the 
school single-season record. Jones moved to 
weak-side corner in the spring, with Gary 
Anthony stepping in at free safety. There is 
ample opportunity at the other corner, where 
the only veterans of note are Andre Roberson, 
a returning starter, and Larry Hollinquest. 

Terrence Curry and John McPherson are 
among the young players on whom the 
immediate future of the secondary depends. 

The kicking game has been a source of con- 
siderable frustration, if not embarrassment, 
the past two seasons. As a result, Smith turned 
over preparation of the special teams to his son 
Corby, who is also the tight ends coach. 

The Tigers ranked at or near the bottom of 
the conference in kickoff returns, punt 
returns and net punting, They did resolve the 
kicking problems that plagued them in 1998, 
however, Brad Hammerich was 25-of-25 on 


extra-point kicks and 9-of-14 on field goals. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


80 John Dausman (Sr.,1) 21 Brandon Barnes (Fr., 0) 
74 Aaron Crittendon (Jr, 2) 74 Joe Glauberman (Sr., 2) 
76 Rob Droege (Fr., 0) 61 J.P. Hall (So., 0) 
63 Mike Hayes (Jr., 1) 66 Chris Ryan (Jr., 0) 
70 A.J. Ricker (Fr., 0) 66 Chris Ryan (Jr, 0) 
72 Justin Bland (Jr, 2) 65 Wes Wilson (So., 0) 
85 Dwayne Blakley (Jr, 2) 87 Brandon Ford (Jr., 2) 
9 Travis Garvin (So., 1) 24 Eric Spencer (Jr., 2) 
14 Kirk Farmer (So., 1) 14 Jim Dougherty (Jr., 1) 
2 Zain Gilmore (Jr., 2) 38 Zack Abron (Fr. 0) 
34 Joe Chirumbolo (So...) 30 TJ. Leon (So., 1) 


Defense (7) 


90 Cedric Harden (So., 1) | 75 Howard Brown (Fr., 0) 
77 Pat Mingucci (Sr., 3) 99 Jemarcus Joshua (Fr., 0) 
67 Danny McCamy (Sr, 2) 98 Michael Gavins (Jr., 2) 
96 Justin Smith (Jr., 2) 95 Daryl Whittington (Sr., 2) 
36 Pat Duffy (Sr., 2) Antwaun Bynum (Jr., 0) 
32 Sean Doyle (So., 1) 56 Duke Revard (Jr., 1) 
55 Jamonte Robinson (Jr, 2) 5 David Monroe Ur, 1) 
1 Larry Hollinquest (Sr., 1) 15 Andre Roberson (Sr., 3) 
29 Gary Anthony (So., 1) 16 John McPherson (So., 1) 
8 Clarence Jones (Jr., 2) 7 Antoine Duncan (So,, 1) 
4 Julian Jones (Sr. 3) 18 Terrence Curry (So., 1) 
Special Teams 
10 Brad Hammerich (Jr, 2) . 
35 Jared Gilpin (Jt., 2) 
4 Julian Jones (Sr., 3) 
4 Julian Jones (Sr., 3) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


indicates returning starters 


NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1 Coach! Larry Smith 1999 Record (Big 12); 4-7 (1-7) 


Faurot Flolt (62,000) 


CoL_LEGE FOoTBALL 2000 


Bobcats 


he Ohio Bobcats finished last season 
T 5-6 overall, but that included a solid 
5-3 record in the Mid-American Con- 
ference and a third-place tie in the East Divi- 
sion. Seven starters return on each side of the 
ball for 2000. 
Sixth-year coach Jim Grobe took over a 
program that had gone winless the previous 


Raynald Ray 


season and has rebuilt it into an annual con- 
tender in the Mid-American Conference. 
After using his first season to regroup, Grobe 
has led the Bobcats to four straight winning 
seasons in MAC play. His team this year looks 


good as well. 
% had 17 interceptions last year, 
the sixth-best season in school his- 

tory and the best in 11 years. 


The Bobcat squad as a whole 


Ohio will continue to thrive with an 
offense that relies heavily on the quarterback 
option. Last season, freshman quarterback 
Dontrell Jackson led the team to the sixth- 
best rushing total in Division I-A and the 
most passing yards at Ohio since 1994. Jack- 
son was the only true freshman in the nation 
to start every game at quarterback in 1999. 

Sophomore Joe Sherrill returns at fullback. 
He finished last season with a pair of 100- 
yard rushing games and compiled 410 rush- 
ing yards and four touchdowns overall. 


Tailbacks Chad Brinker (600 yards rushing 
last season) and Jamel Patterson (581 yards, 
seven touchdowns) are back. 

But the offensive line is shaky, with 
replacements needed for two graduated 
starters. Sophomore Doug Wooten saw lim- 
ited action as back up to All-MAC center 
Mike Varone and had a strong spring to put 
him atop the preseason depth 
chart. But transfer Taylor 
Ketchum will compete in presea- 
son camp to fill the center posi- 
tion. A pair of starters return at 
the guard positions in junior All- 
MAC pick Nick Glowacki and 
senior Zach Holt. 

Considered the team’s most 
versatile player, senior Raynald 
Ray returns in the multipurpose 
Z-back position. He led the team 
in receiving with 22 catches for 
466 yards and four touchdowns. 
He was also the team’s fourth- 
leading rusher with 477 yards 
and four scores. Sophomores Joe 
Mohler and Jason Caesar will 
also be key receivers. Mohler is 
the favorite to start in that 
position after starting three 
times last fall when Ohio 
used a pair of wideouts. At 
tight end, junior Chris 
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Chris London paced the squad with 107 
tackles. Sophomore Joe Sellers and senior 
Duffer Duffy are listed at free safety. Sellers 
played in every game last year with a start in 
the season finale. Duffy played 10 contests, 
missing one after surgery. 

A sibling rivalry returns at cornerback this 
year after battling each other to be Ohio's 
interception leader in 1999. Playing as a 
freshman, Bop White ranked 20th in the 
nation with five interceptions. Older brother 
Donnie White enters his senior year after 
grabbing four interceptions. 

Junior punter Dave Zastudil was the MAC 
Special Teams Player of the Year in 1999. His 
43.2-yard average ranks 10th in MAC history 
and second-best on the school career charts. 
Sophomore Kevin Kerr is back as the place- 
kicker. He was 9-of-13 on field goals. Brinker 
is the team’s leading kickoff returner, averag- 
ing 20.2 yards on 24 returns. Ray is the team’s 
primary punt returner, averaging 9.6 yards on 
27 returns. 

Jim Grobe is 26-29-1 in five seasons at the 
school. And he may have what it takes to fin- 
ish with another winning record in confer- 
ence play. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) _ 


Knaack moves over from fullback. 

The front three returns a strong corps 
of talent but must replace its 1999 leader, 
John Kraus. Kraus played most of the sea- 
son at end after filling in at nose guard 
early in the year. He was the front line's 
leading tackler with 42 stops. The end 
positions will be filled by junior Mike Fox 
and senior Art Adams. Fox started all 11 
games and posted 36 tackles while Adams 
played in all 11 games, tallying 24 tackles. 

At linebacker, juniors Trendale Perkins 
and Matt Weikert will be key. Perkins 
played in every game last year and regis- 
tered 31 tackles. Weikert played in seven 
games with four starts before a knee 
injury kept him out of the lineup down 
the stretch. Junior Greg Baskin returns on 
the left side after starting seven contests a 
year ago. Sophomore Tom Weilbacher 
started at inside linebacker last fall as a 
freshman and finished second on the 
team with 89 tackles. 

Ohio's secondary returns three of four 
starters, including the team’s leading tack- 
ler from last season. Junior strong safety 


WR 25 Joe Mohler (So., 1) 
ig 67 Chris Jackson (So., 4). 


Le _75 Nick Glowacki (Jr., 2) 
Cc 61 Doug Wooten (So., 1) 
RG 74 Zach Holt (St., 3) 

(RT 60 Erik Grahovac (So., 0) 
TE 40) Chris Knaack (J, 4) 


87 James Taylor (Fr, 0) 


66 Steve Lawrence (Fr., 0) 
76 Tim Givens (Fr., 0) 
56 Taylor Ketchum (So., 0) 
72 David Patton (Jr., 1) 


65. Etic Brown (So., 0) 
81. Randy Pennington (So., 4) 


15 Adam Porter (Fr., 0) 


20 Jamel Patterson (Jr, 2) 


39. Keland Logan (Fr., 0) 
12 Mareion Royster (Jr., 2). 


"Defense (7) 


97 Mike Fox (Jr., 2). 


98 Art Adams (Sr., 

43 Greg Baskin thes 2) 
52 Matt Weikert (Jr., 1) 
57 Matt Spitler (Sr., 1) 


eas 


9 Bop White (So., 1) 
22 Chris London (Jr., 2) 
“44 Joe Sellers (So., 1) 

3 Donnie White (Sr, 3) 
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K 48 Kevin Ker (S0., 1) 

P19 Dave Zastudil (Jr, 2) 
KR 5 Chad Brinker (So., 1) 
PR. 47 Raynald Ray (Sr., 3) 


31. Tom Weilbacher (So., 1) 


94 Drew Dollmatsch (Sr., , 0) 


64 eee (Sr, oS lee Martin (So., 4) " 


dre Parker (Fr. 0) 


Ae a Sherman (Fr., 0) 


34 Ben Grobe (Jr., 1) 

59 Rich Constantine (Fr., 0) 
13 Thomas Stephens (Fr., " 
14 Jason Whitehead (F., 0) 
8 Dutfer Duffy (Sr. 3) 

23 Arden Banks (Jr, 2) 


(#) Indicates number of velar stariers 
BOLD indicates 


Head Coach: Jim Grobe 
2000 Prediction: 4th MAC East 


NUMBER after class cae Ga letters won 


1999 Record (MAC): 5-6 (5-3) 
Peden Stadium (20,000) 
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La.-Monroe 


indians 


he University of Louisiana at Monroe 
T has been stuck in a five-win rut for four 
consecutive years. Generally speaking, 
the results have been predictable as the Indi- 
ans have feasted on cupcakes and been 
devoured by big names. 
After being shut out in three of their first 
six games last year, coach Bobby Keasler 


Andy Chance 


decided to go with a spread offense for the 
final five games of the season. That move — 
and a user-friendly late-season slate — 
enabled ULM to win three of its last four 
games. 

Even though the upcoming schedule is 
dotted with heavyweights like Tennessee and 
Arkansas, it is much more manageable. The 
Indians pick up an extra home game, add an 
open date, and drop two games against teams 
from major leagues. 

In Monroe, the hope is that this will be the 
year ULM finally gets over the hump. 
oo the NFL, including three quar- 

__ terbacks that have been on 


Super Bowl teams: Bubby Brister, 
Doug Pederson and Stan Humphries. 


ULM has sent 40 players to 


ULM must replace its most dependable 
back, Michael Mitchell, who ran for nearly 
700 yards. The leading contender is senior 
Mark Henderson, who accounted for 232 
yards after transferring from Arkansas. Help 


134 


may also come from speedy sophomore 
Bryant Jacobs, a transfer from Southern 
Arkansas. 

The Indians’ top returning rusher is sopho- 
more quarterback Andy Chance, who scam- 
pered for 438 yards on 130 carries. Chance 
can run when he has to, but he'll have his 
number called on pass plays as well. 

Senior fullback Tim Lyons is 
used primarily as a blocker but 
will likely see his role diminish 
with the spread offense. 

As a redshirt freshman, 
Chance struggled during the first 
half of the year. But he took to 
the new offense by leading ULM 
to an average of 365.4 yards and 
23.0 points over the last five 
games. For the season he com- 
pleted 141-of-246 passes for 
1,327 yards. 

With three returning starters 
on the offensive line (senior 
tackle Padraic McGinnis, senior 
guard Roderick Daniel and 
junior guard Larry Pink), Chance 
should be able to stand in the 
pocket. When he does, he'll 
look for sophomore Sean 
Brown, the team’s leading 
receiver with 37 catches for 
304 yards. Senior Darryl 
Carter, who at 6'2", 230 is unusually 
large for a receiver, caught 15 passes for 
162 yards. Talented freshman H.J. Adams 
is also slated to start. 

ULM’ tight ends are used primarily as 
blockers. Ben Wright caught only four 
passes a year ago. 

The Indians allowed only 149.5 yards 
rushing per game. They lose Jonathan 
Foster and his 12 sacks to graduation but 
have an experienced front four with 
senior ends Ron Phenix and Mike 
DeHorney, senior nose — guard 
Bartholomew Butcher and junior tackle 
Donald Malveaux. 

They will be supported by a pair of 
linebackers who form the strongest unit 
in ULM’s 4-2-5 defense. In the middle is 
junior Otis Robinson, who had 68 tack- 
les along with seven sacks and 15 tackles 
for loss. On the weak side is senior Carey 
Johnson, who had 70 stops and four 
sacks. 

Senior strong safety Cedric Robinson 
led the team with 94 tackles, including 
nine tackles for loss and four sacks, 
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WR 18 Sean Brown (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Bobby Keasler 


ULM is relatively untested at the corners, 
where Karlton Washington played in just 
eight games and Henry Whitehead appeared 
in only six. They will try to replace Pat Den- 
nis, who declared for the NFL draft following 
his junior campaign. There is even less expe- 
rience at free safety, where redshirt freshman 
Seneca Lee gets the nod. 

With the exception of Robinson, things 
arent much better at the other strong safety, 
where Dedrick Buckels returns from a shoul- 
der injury that ended his season after two 
games. 

With all the uncertainties, look for junior 
college transfer Mark Potter to see considerable 
action, especially on the corner. 

The success of the kicking games rests on 
the capable toe of junior Justin Mink. Mink 
made seven of his 11 field-goal attempts, 
including three from 40 yards or more. A pair 
of true freshman, Steven Hunnicutt and 
Daniel Francis, will vie for the punting job. 

Keasler demonstrated that he is capable of 
adjusting on the fly, by changing the offense. 
But he is best known for his outstanding 
defenses while serving as head coach at 
McNeese State for nine years. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


4 Toriano Clark (Jr., 0) 
70 Kenny Ordeneaux (Fr., 0) 
73 Ben Zapata (Fr., 0) 


57 Bryan Oes (Jr., 0) 
66 Roderick Daniel (Sr., 3) 


51 Robert Aguirre (Fr., 0) 72 Jonathan Bellot (Fr., 0) 
61. Larry Pink (Jr, 2) 78 Shane Luna (Fr., 0) 
65 Padraic McGinnis (Sr., 3) 74 Josh Wade (Fr., 0) 

84 Ben Wright (So., 1) 86 BJ. Welch (Fr., 0) 


15 Andy Chance (So., 1) 10 
9 Mark Henderson (Sr.,1) 8 

19 Darryl Carter (Sr., 1) 23 J.D. Turner (Jr., 0) 

87 HJ. Adams (Fr., 0) 43 Camaron Wynn (Sr. 3) 


Defense (5) 


94 Ron Phenix (Sr., 1) 90 Corey Conde (Fr., 0) 
98 Bartholomew Butcher (Sr, 1)96 Jamma Williams (So., 0) 
99 Donald Malveaux (Jr, 2) 93 Michael Anthony (Fr., 0) 
97 Mike DeHomey (Sr,1) 91 Justin Ebersole (Fr., 0) 
54 Otis Robinson (Jr., 2) 46 Darwin Roberts (So., 1) 
47 Carey Johnson (Sr., 2) 45 Otis Drew (Sr., 3) 
29 Kariton Washington (So., 1) 22 Mark Potter (Jr., 0) 
34 Cedric Robinson (Sr, 3) 39 Derrick McGill (So., 1) 
28 Seneca Lee (Fr., 0) 5 Michael Davis (Sr., 3) 
3 Dedrick Buckels UUr.,0) 14 Dominique Gladney (Sr., 2) 
4 Henry Whitehead (Sr., 3) 37 Nick Hall (So., 1) 


Special Teams 
31 Justin Mink (Jr., 2) 
Steve Hunnicutt (Fr., 0) 
37 Nick Hall (So., 1) 
2 Kevin Stevenson (Sr., 3) 


Andre Vige (Jr. 4) 
Bryant Jacobs (So., 0) 


Daniel Francis (Fr., 0) 


1999 Record: 5-6 
Malone Stadium (30,427) 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


New Mexico State 


Aggies 


ince the arrival of head coach Tony 

Samuel in 1997, the Aggies have 

shown steady improvement, leading 

to one of the best seasons New Mexico State 
has enjoyed in years. 

The Aggies started the 1999 season red- 

hot, defeating New Mexico Highlands, New 

Mexico and No. 22 Arizona State. The team 


Donald Malloy 


then went through a four-game losing streak 
but ended the year winning three of its final 
four games. 

For the first time since 1992, the Aggies 
finished the football season with a winning 
record, going 6-5. The team’s 3-3 finish in 
conference play was good for a third-place tie. 
Now, of course, the expectations are higher in 
Las Cruces, and the Aggies look poised to live 
up to them. 

Three offensive linemen return this season, 
giving New Mexico State plenty of experience 
up front. Leading the way is senior center 
Matt Hancock, who was a first-team all-con- 


¥ 


ference selection. Also coming back is senior 
tackle Mick Rodemeyer and junior guard 
Tony Wragge. The threesome helped the 
Aggies average 28 points and 408 yards per 


game last season. 


The last time the Aggies fin- 
ished with a winning record 
before 1999 was 1992 (6-5). 


Helping that production was the play of 
junior quarterback K.C. Enzminger. 
Expected to split time with former quarter- 
back Ty Houghtaling, Enzminger took over 
the starting role when Houghtaling went 
down with an injury and never let go. In the 
Aggies run-oriented, option offense, 
Enzminger rushed for 358 yards and eight 
touchdowns and added another 
1,878 yards passing with 14 
touchdowns. The junior com- 
pleted 112 of his 236 passes with 
only five interceptions. 

All of the key players in last 
year’s running game return, led 
by I-backs Chris Barnes and 
Kenton Keith, who combined 
for almost 1,000 yards on the 
ground. Senior fullback Keeon 
Johnson carried the ball 71 times 
for 385 yards and four touch- 
downs. 

The biggest loss for the Aggies 
is at the wide receiver position. 
Ryan Shaw (44 receptions, 844 
yards and six touchdowns) and 
Robert Garth (38, 593) com- 
bined for 82 of the team’s 
123 receptions and gained 
1,437 of the 2,037 receiving 
yards. 

Senior tight end Marcellus 
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McCray is the team’s top returning i 
receiver, hauling in seven passes for 122 } t¢ 
yards. Keith and Barnes are the next two } © 
top receivers. That leaves a lot of new - 
faces competing for the wide receiver | Te 
spot. Harbert Briscoe, a junior, is a trans- } 98 
fer from City College of San Francisco = 
and has the size (6'3", 190) to be a top | wr 
receiver in the Aggies’ offense. 

The New Mexico State defense was | pe 
one of the toughest in the Big West last | OT 
season. The unit allowed only 24.9 points 2 
per game, second-best in the league, and | 1B 
349 yards per game, also second best in } 48 
the conference. The pass defense yielded : 
only 195 yards per game, and three play- } Rov 
ers from the secondary return in 2000. FS 

Leading the way is senior Donald Mal- $8 
loy. The 5'9", 180-pound free safety led 
the team in tackles last season with 111, 
including eight for losses. He also inter- } KR 

PR 


cepted two passes en route to garnering 
first-team all-conference honors. Another 
first-team selection is senior cornerback 
Jascon Willis. Willis picked off five passes 
and broke up another five last season, and 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Tony Samuel 
2000 Prediction: 2nd Big West 


had 32 tackles. Senior Marsey Hawley, who 
plays rover for the Aggies, had 44 tackles and 
broke up seven passes. 

New Mexico State should also be strong at 
linebacker with the return of juniors Raul 
Anaya and D’Wayne Taylor. Anaya played all 
11 games for the Aggies last year while Taylor 
was second on the team in tackles with 97, 11 
for losses. Juniors Jamar Lawrence and 
Mawuli Davis and senior Bradford Glover all 
offer experience at the position as well. All 
three players appeared in 10 or more games 
last season. 

If the Aggies have a weakness, it may be 
along the defensive line. End Lyn Perryman is 
the lone returning starter. Gone is all-confer- 
ence defensive tackle Tim Engelhardt as well 
as nose tackle Tye Fraembs and end Sean 
Powell. Engelhardt and Powell combined for 
12 sacks and 109 tackles last season. The 
Aggies do have players they can turn to, how- 
ever. Senior defensive tackle Oliver Soukup 
and senior defensive end Rashaad Williams 
both played 11 games last season, combining 
for 48 tackles and 4.5 sacks. Sophomore Steve 
Mascorro and senior tackle Ira Ross each 
played in seven games. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 


48 P.J. Winston (So., 1) 85 Harbart Briscoe (Jr., 0) 
71 Trevis Beckworth (Sr., 3) 79 Terry Givens (So., 1) 
75 Shalimar Jackson (So., 1) 72 Adam Sinclair (Fr., 0) 
70 Matt Hancock (Sr.,3) 54 Ryan Herbon (Sr., 3) 
65 Tony Wragge (Jr., 2) 50 Jason Duncan (Jr., 0) 
73 Mick Rodemeyer (Sr, 2) 55 Eric Rivas (Sr., 3) 

86 Marcellus McCray (Sr., 3) 89 Alex Davis (Fr., 0) 

17 K.C. Enzminger (Jr., 2) 7 Damien Ocampo (So., 1) 
20 Kenton Keith (Jr., 2) 5 Chris Barnes (Sr., 1) 
32 Phil Branstetter (Sr.,1) | 48 Keeon Johnson (Sr., 1) 
18 Leon Oloya (So., 1) 27 Ronshay Jenkins (Fr., 0) 


Defense (6) 


93 Rashaad Williams (Sr., 3) 42 
68 Ira Ross (Sr., 1) 76 
78 Oliver Soukup (Sr., 3) 69 
80 Mike Boganowski (Sr., 3) 97 
25 Raul Anaya (Sr., 2) 41 
47 Mawuli Davis (Jr., 2) 56 
43 D'Wayne Taylor (Jr., 2) 8 
9 Corey Paul (Sr., 1) 26 
39 Marsey Hawley (Sr.,3) 28 
21 Donald Malloy (Sr.,2) 16 Daniel Garbarino (Sr., 3) 
1 Jascon Willis (Sr., 3) 6 Tony Lukins (Jr., 2) 
Special Teams 
88 Andy Kohl (Sr., 3) 
88 Andy Kohl (Sr., 3) 
22 Walter Taylor (So., 1) 
9 Corey Paul (Sr., 1) 


Lyn Perryman (Sr., 3) 
Steve Mascorro (So., 1) 
Tony Limberios (Sr., 0) 
Jamar Cain (Jr., 0) 
Jamar Lawrence (Jr., 2) 
Bradford Glover (Sr., 1) 
Marcus Woods (Sr., 1) 
Clarence Moniba (Sr., 0) 
Siddeq Shabazz (So., 1) 


1999 Record (Big West): 6-5 (3-3) 
Aggie Memorial (30,343) 
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Golden Bears 


ourth-year California coach Tom Hol- 

moe desperately needs his first winning 
season, but a lot must fall into place if 

he’s to get it. “The key in general is the 
offense, and the quarterback, offensive line 
and wide receivers specifically,” says Holmoe. 
To upgrade one of the nation’s worst 
offenses, Cal relies on the improvement of 


Andre Carter 


quarterback Kyle Boller, the addition of sev- 
eral juco receivers and a heavy dependence on 
the running game. 


The number of TDs scored in ’99 by 
players currently on Cal’s offense. 


Tiny tailback Joe Igber is the most exciting 
thing to happen to Cal's running game in 
some time. His emergence as a big-play threat 
prompted coaches to find another position for 
incumbent tailback Marcus Fields. Cal will 
put Fields in the new H-back position as a 
motion man who can run, catch or block. 

Cal will occasionally use a traditional I-for- 
mation with 260-pound Keala Keanaaina at 
the fullback spot, but the days of the Bears 
trying to overpower opponents are over. 

Much depends on the offensive line, which 
should be better than last year’s troubled front. 
Tackle Langston Walker and guards Scott Ter- 
cero and Brandon Ludwig should be adequate 
if not overpowering, and Reed Diehl will be 
back at center after being bounced around to 
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every offensive line position. The Cal linemen 
are better run-blockers than pass-protectors. 
Cal yielded 51 sacks, and Boller was the 
recipient of most of them. He is coming off 
cshoulder surgery, as well as a difficult fresh- 
man season. He completed less than 39 per- 
cent of his passes. If his arm is healthy and his 
confidence is not destroyed, Boller should 
show the significant improvement 
that many quarterbacks display 
their sophomore years. Depend- 
ing more on the running game 
should take pressure off Boller, 
and relying more on a high-per- 
centage passing scheme should 
improve Boller’s statistics, not to 
mention his confidence. Heaven 
help the Bears if Boller gets hurt. 
The  wide-receiver troubles 
from last season may recur this 
season. The top two receivers a 
year ago, Michael Ainsworth and 
Ronnie Davenport flunked out. 
None of the likely starting wide 
receivers has ever caught a pass in 
major college competition. Cal is 
staking its offense on three jucos: 
Charon Arnold, Chad Hey- 
dorff and Derek Swafford. 
The Bears do have a reliable 
tight end in Brian Surgener. 
California had the best 
the Pac-10 last season, and 


Peter Brouillet 


defense in 


‘ ; iT 
despite losing three starters from its front | 16 
seven, Cal should be able to stop the run a 


effectively. 

The defensive line is the strength of the 
team. Andre Carter may be the best all- 
around defensive end in the country, and 
Jacob Waasdorp is a big-play performer. 
Big Daniel Nwangwu is a roadblock at 
defensive tackle. 

The concern is replacing the big-play 
potential that was lost at linebacker and 
defensive end. Tully Banta-Cain, a con- 
verted linebacker, will get the first crack at 
the defensive end spot opposite Carter. 
J.P. Segura, Chris Ball and Jamaal Cherry 
will try to make up for the losses at inside 
linebacker. Scott Fujita has good football 
instincts at outside linebacker. 

The Bears lost a lot of what makes a 
good pass defense, but Carter is an out- 
standing pass rusher. He had 10 sacks last 
season. But Carter and Waasdorp will 
likely get extra attention this season. 

The loss of cornerback Deltha O’Neal 
is incalculable. He was the Pac-10 Defen- 
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(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Tom Holmoe 
2000 Prediction: 9th Pac-10 
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sive Player of the Year after intercepting nine 
passes, returning four for scores. Chidi 
Iwuoma is an outstanding cover man, but he 
doesn't possess O’Neal’s big-play capabilities. 
LaShaun Ward and Atari Callen, who will 
share the other cornerback spot, have the tal- 
ent and instincts, but they may be too young 
to fill O’Neal’s shoes this season. 

Safety is a concern with two new starters. 
The strong safety will be Dewey Hale, who 
performed well late last season, and the free 
safety will be Nnamdi Asomugha. The tall, 
lean Asomugha has natural talent, but is com- 
ing off a broken ankle. 

The loss of O’Neal is felt on special teams 
as much as on defense. Ward, Callen and 
Iwuoma are adequate return men, but none 
strikes fear into kicking teams like O'Neal did. 

The punting game is in good hands with 
Nick Harris, possibly the best in the country, 
giving you distance and hang time. Kicking 
has been a big problem for the Bears in recent 
years, and it might be again. 

On the sidelines, the presence of defensive 
coordinator Lyle Setencich gives Cal a chance 
to compete. He has built one of the sturdiest 
defenses on the West Coast. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


3 Charon Amold (Jr., 0) 88 Philip Pipersburg (Sr., 3) 
66 Langston Walker (Jr, 2) 62 Eddie Martinez (Jr., 0) 
64 Scott Tercero (So.,1) | 70 David Hays (Fr. 0) 

60 Reed Diehl (Sr., 3) 74 Nolan Bluntzer (Fr., 0) 
65 Brandon Ludwig (Jr.,2) 72 Chris Chick (Sr., 1) 
63 Mark Wilson (Fr., 0) 67 Matt Schaefer (Fr., 0) 
87 Brian Surgener (Sr, 3) 32 Corey Smith (Jr., 2) 
10 Chad Heydorff (Jr., 0) Derek Swafford (Jr., 0) 

7 Kyle Boller (So., 1) 15 Eric Holtfreter (Jr., 0) 

6 Joe Igber (So., 1) 4 Marcus Fields (Sr., 2) 

4 Marcus Fields (Sr., 2) 44 Keala Keanaaina (Sr., 0) 


Defense (4) 


48 Tully Banta-Cain (So., 1) 84 Avery Holt (Fr., 0) 
94 Jacob Waasdorp (Sr., 3) 91 Tim Pompa Ur., 0) 
92 Daniel Nwangwu (So.,1) 75 Nate DeSomber (Jr., 1) 
97 Andre Carter (Sr., 3) 90 Wayne Hunter (So., 1) 
13 Calvin Hosey (So., 1) 49 Scott Fujita (Jr., 2) 
55 J.P. Segura (Jr., 1) 43 Jamaal Cherry (Jr, 2) 
45 Chris Ball (Jr., 0) 17 Juan Jimenez (Sr., 1) 
8 LaShaun Ward (So., 1) 5 Atari Callen (So., 1) 
21 Dewey Hale (Jr., 2) 24 Joe DeBise (Fr., 0) 
2 Nnamdi Asomugha (So., 1) 39 David Watts (Sr., 1) 
25 Chidi lwuoma (Sr., 3) 28 Harold Pearson (Sr., 2) 


Special Teams 


10 Jeremy Hershey (So., 1) 
89 Nick Harris (Sr., 3) 
8 LaShaun Ward (So., 1) 
8 LaShaun Ward (So., 1) 


1999 Record (Pac-10): 4-7 (3-5) 
Memorial Stadium (74,909) 


CoLLEGE FOoTBALL 2000 


ow’s this for a learning curve? UAB 

began its football program in 1991 as 

an NCAA Division III school and 

managed a 7-3 record the next season. The 

Blazers then moved up to NCAA Division I- 

AA and promptly went 9-2, followed by a 
7-4 finish in 94. 

Then in 1996, UAB made the program's 


Carl Fair 


most significant step, joining Division I-A 
and paving the way for its inclusion in Con- 
ference USA. In its C-USA debut in 1999, 
the Blazers played as if they belonged. UAB 
finished in a four-way second-place tie with a 
4-2 league mark. 

And to make the next step? 


> hs cornerback Rodregis 
Brooks led the nation in inter 


ceptions with nine, but it wasn’t an 
indication of the secondary’s effec- 
tiveness. The Blazers were C-USA’s 
lowestranked pass defense, giving up 
226.1 yards per game. 


“We're only going to be as good as our sec- 
ond team,” says coach Watson Brown. “In the 
four years we've been Division I, we've played 
people pretty good but can't seem to beat the 
better teams because we run out of gas in the 
fourth quarter.” 

The UAB running attack was all set for the 
2000 season. As the Blazers were embarking 


upon spring workouts, they were prepared to 
welcome back Lucious Foster, the team’s lead- 
ing rusher in 1998. But as Foster was return- 
ing from a_ season-long disciplinary 
suspension, he was removed from the team 
again, this time for an undisclosed violation 
of team rules. Brown doesn't expect Foster to 
be back for the 2000 season. 

But senior quarterback Daniel 
Dixon will be, and he'll run the 
option. He is the best running 
quarterback the program has had 
in its brief existence. 

With Foster out, the Blazers 
will call on seniors Carl Fair and 
Percy Coleman. Fair has recoy- 
ered from a broken leg that 
forced him to miss half the sea- 
son. Coleman is a back who 
gained a team-leading 689 yards. 

Opposing defenses will have to 
keep an eye on junior receiver 
Leron Little. It won't be a diffi- 
cult task. Little is 6'6" and 220 
pounds and has the size to be a 
dominant receiver in C-USA — 
if the Blazers can find someone to 
consistently get him the ball. 

Junior flanker Royd 
Williams doesn’t have 
sprinter's speed, but he is 
strong and can go up and 
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make the difficult catch. Sophomore - 
Kenny Borders, a Florida A&M transfer, | 16 
runs precise patterns and has soft hands. na 
Not a pocket passer, Dixon prefers to RT 
throw on the run, something he did quite | TE 
well as a junior. Dixon completed 51.8 = 
percent of his passes for seven touch- | pp 
downs, but was intercepted 10 times. FL 
On the defensive line, Eddie Freeman 
has moved from tackle to noseguard with | DE 
one intent: to make life miserable for | °T 
opposing centers. Freeman is 6'6" and se 
when he extends his arms a quarterback’s } 1B 
sight lines will be severely affected. ns 
UAB will show an eight-man front at | og 
times, further making it difficult to run } $8 
on a team that finished in the top half of ie 
the conference in rushing defense. 
Junior linebacker Adrian Abrams G 
moves to the middle and brings with him } p 
a reputation. He opened a wound on Ai 


Louisville quarterback Chris Redman’s 
chin with a ferocious hit last season, earn- 
ing Redman stitches and Abrams respect. 
Junior linebacker Nick Stewart is much 
smaller, but quicker than Abrams. 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Watson Brown 
2000 Prediction: 7th C-USA 


Solidifying the secondary was Brown's 
chief concern during spring workouts. The 
Blazers, who use a scheme with five defensive 
backs, went searching for three new starters. 

Junior safety Adrian Singleton wasn’t one 
of them. Singleton has excellent cover skills 
and makes key plays. Junior cornerback Mau- 
rice Gallery was limited in spring drills, one 
of three defensive backs who either missed or 
were limited in the spring. Gallery battled a 
pinched nerve in his neck, but he'll bring 
speed to the position. Starting cornerback 
Chris Brown did not participate in spring 
drills, instead rehabilitating from off-season 
shoulder and leg surgery. 

Converted receiver T.J. Simmons made his 
move in spring practice and will push for 
playing time in the secondary. 

Sophomore Ross Stewart was a nondescript 
face in the crowd a year ago, serving as the 
team’s holder on placekicks. Stewart has come 
out of his crouch and will handle the punting 
chores. 

Rhett Gallego doesn't have the strongest 
leg, but he is consistent on short-range kicks 
and is the leading candidate to become the 
team’s placekicker. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


83 Leron Little (Jr., 1) 19 Travis Johnson (Sr., 2) 


70 Tony Dollison (Sr. 1) 78 Philip Gambrell (So., 1) 
65 Preston Fray (Jr., 3) 68 Kirk Tuck (Ur., 1) 

66 Brett Richards (Jr., 2) 74 Ryan Estes (Sr., 1) 

71 Tim Medders (Sr., 3) 64 Kevin Ford (Sr., 1) 

75 Kevin Grace (Sr., 1) 77 Artavious Williams (Fr., 0) 


87 Undrae Crosby (Sr.,3) 84 
16 Daniel Dixon (Sr., 3) 14 
25 Percy Coleman (Sr., 3) 1 
22 Carl Fair (Sr. 1) 3 Cory Conley (Sr., 2) 

82 Royd Williams (Jr., 0) 80 Kenny Borders (So., 1) 


Defense (7) 


46 Bryan Thomas (Sr, 2) 96 Hassan McKeithan (Jr., 2) 
94 Marlon Bush (Jr., 2) 88 James Malone (So., 1) 
89 Eddie Freeman (Jr, 2) | 34 Rodney Jones (Sr., 2) 

9 Otis Leverette (Sr., 1) 47 Rajohn Myles (Sr., 1) 
42 Adrian Abrams (Jr., 2) 53 Jeremy Carter (Jr., 1) 


Johnni Arrington (Sr., 2) 
Thomas Cox (So., 4) 
Cedric Thatch (Sr., 3) 


36 Nick Stewart (Jr., 2) 51. Starlin Ridley (So., 1) 
20 Maurice Gallery (Jr, 2) 30 Patrick Burchfield (Jr., 0) 
31 Chris Brown (So., 1) 10 Dwight Platt (So., 1) 

37 Avery Warner (Jr., 2) 28 Leroy Harris (Fr., 0) 


35 Adrian Singleton (Jr.,2) 14 TJ. Simmons (Jr., 1) 
39 Sentell Winston (So., 1) 15 Andrew Kopecky (Jr., 2) 


Special Teams 
95 Rhett Gallego (Jr., 2) 
92 Ross Stewart (So., 1) 
1 Cedric Thatch (Sr., 3) 
25 Percy Coleman (Sr., 3) 


1999 Record (C-USA): 5-6 (4-2) 
Legion Field (80,391) 
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UNLV 
nebels 


hen he became UNLV’s coach, 
John Robinson joked that his surf- 
ing skills had eroded so much that 


his only choice was to leave the Southern Cal- 
ifornia beaches and return to football. 
Robinson proved last season that he can still 
coach, even if the Rebels finished last in the 
Mountain West Conference. An upset of 


Jeremi Rudolph 


Wyoming cost the Cowboys a bowl invitation 
and a share of the league title, while showing 
that these were not the same old Rebels. The 
next step is respectability — and then win- 
ning. “Being a winner is hard,” Robinson 
observes. “They're finding that out.” 
S nents each lost only five fum- 
bles all season — including the 


one that Kevin Thomas returned 100 
yards on the last play to beat Baylor. 


The Rebels and their oppo- 


Four offensive transfers will make UNLV 
much more of a threat this season. “It’s defi- 
nitely a different team,” Robinson says. 

The Rebels have lots of room for improve- 
ment, starting with the running game. Robin- 
son still likes a tailback-oriented attack like the 
one he had in place at USC two decades ago. 
Jeremi Rudolph rushed for 693 yards in 10 
games, but the Rebels’ average of 111 yards 
per game ranked seventh in the MWC. 


Three transfer running backs and an 
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improving line could change that figure. Kevin 
Brown gained 1,046 yards at Washington State 
in 98. He's a power back. Florida State trans- 
fer Raymont Skaggs is a speed back who may 
be used in a variety of formations. Jabari John- 
son is a potential star with two years of eligi- 
bility. Mix in Rudolph and senior fullback 
James Wofford, and UNLY has the most back- 
field talent in the league. 

The Rebels return four starters 
on the offensive line and have 
moved Peter Tramontanas, the 
tight end in 1999, to center. This 
veteran group “should show 
marked improvement,” assistant 
coach Gene Dahlquist says. 

Jason Thomas followed Robin- 
son’s path from USC to UNLV 
after deciding that he was being 
overlooked in the Trojan quarter- 
back picture. The 6'4", 240- 
pound Thomas is “definitely a 
man among boys athletically,” 
Dahlquist says. The Rebels want 
to do more sprint-out passing, 
and Thomas has that ability. 
Wide receiver Nate Turner led 
UNLV with 45. catches. 
Watch also for Duane James, 
a dangerous kick returner 
who’ improving as a receiver. 

The Rebels threw the sec- 
ond- Eeseit passes in the MWC, yet 
allowed 31 sacks. The line must protect 
Thomas more effectively if the Rebels are 
to pass for more than 147 yards a game. 

While the offense struggled to sustain 
drives, the defense had trouble getting off 
the field, allowing opponents to convert 
40 percent of third-down plays. 

Transfer ends Scott Parkhurst and 
Adrian Watson will help defensive coordi- 
nator Mike Bradeson develop the “edge 
pressure with speed” philosophy of 
Robinson's defense. Nose guard Anthony 
Suggs is explosive off the ball, and middle 
linebacker James Sunia is relentless. 

Another transfer, outside linebacker 
Lamar Owens, will allow Randy Black to 
move to strong safety. Black’s aggressive 
and will help stop the run. 

UNLV claimed the Mountain West's 
best pass defense, allowing 171 yards a 
game. That’s deceiving, considering how 
easy it was to run against the Rebels, But 
UNLV did play consistently in the sec- 
ondary, with 11 interceptions to 10 
touchdown passes allowed. Junior corner- 
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LT 69 Brandon Bair (Jt, 1) 
75 | Shane Wagers (Ur, 1) 


70 Tony Terrell (So., 1) 
| 16 Duane James (Jr., 2) 


BB 33 James Wofford (St, 3) 


oT 44 Ahmad Miller (Jt, 2) 
N 98 Anthony Suggs (Sr, 4) 


B 48 Tyler Brickell (Sr, 3) 
LB 43 James Sunia (Jr, 2) 


CB 19 Jamal Wynn (So., 1) 
| 22 Randy Black (Sr, 3) 
42 Sam Brandon (Jr., 1) 
28 Kevin Thomas (Jr., 2) 


Head Coach: John Robinson 
2000 Prediction: 7th MWC 


back Kevin Thomas had five interceptions, 
and sophomore Jamal Wynn and redshirt 
freshman Sean Mackey are improving. Black's 
move and the return of junior Sam Brandon 
will solidify the safety positions. 

Hampering the defensive effort was the 
utter lack of a pass rush. The Rebels recorded 
only 15 sacks on more than 300 passing plays. 
Sunia is an effective blitzer and should cause 
more trouble with Parkhurst and Watson 
applying pressure from the outside. 

One good thing about UNLV’s offensive 
struggles: Punters have had ample opportuni- 
ties to get into a groove. The Rebels punted 80 
times last season, and senior Ray Cheetany 
averaged 45.4 yards. He's also the kickoff man 
and is likely to take over the placekicking. 

James was the conference’s best overall 
return man, averaging 23.5 yards on kickoffs 
and 7.7 yards on punts. 

Robinson has brought life to UNLV’s foot- 
ball program at age 64, and now he's bringing 
talent. His transfers certainly will have an 
impact in the rebuilding process. Taking 
UNLY from 0-11 to 3-8 in his first season 
was a start, and similar improvement this year 
is not out of the question. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


6 Nate Tuer (Sr. 4) 86 Troy Mason (So., 1) 
79 Marquez Ologbosele (So., 1) 
62 Allen Williams (So., 1) 
61 Peter Tramontanas (Jt, 2) 76 Joe! Menendez (Fr., 0) 
63 Greg Hulett (Jr., 0) 
‘72 hn Greer (Sr., 3) 54 Brian Hart (Sr., 3) 
80 DeJhown ‘Mandley (So., 1) 84 Brad Osterhout (So., 1) 
3 Charles James (Jr., 0) 
9 Matt Ray (So., 1) 

7 Jeremi Rudolph (Sr., 1) 
24 Steven Costa (So., 1) 


Defense (7) 


Scott Parkhurst (Jr.,0) 45 Steve Newton (Jr., 2) 
97 Saeed Abdul Malik (Sr., 1) 
92 Phil Reed (So., 1) 

90 Ahmad Briggs (So., 1) 
59 Bill Cofer (So., 1) 

47 Austin Allen (So., 1) 
48 Tosh Burrus (So., 1) 
34 Joe Haro (So., 1) 

31. Sharif Hamilton (Sr., 1) 
44 Ross Dalton (So., 1) 
25 Sean Mackey (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 


39 Ray Cheetany (Sr. 1) 
39 Ray Cheetany (Sr., 1) 


2 Jason Thomas (So., 0) 
Kevin Brown (Sr., 0) 


Adrian Watson (Jr., 0) 


13 Lamar Owens Ur, 0) 


‘KR 16 Duane James (Jr., 2) 
PR 16 Duane James (Jr., 2) 

(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (MWC): 3-8 (1-6) 
Sam Boyd Stadium (40,000) 
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t's difficult to predict how the Central 
Michigan Chippewas will fair on the foot- 
ball field this fall, because first-year coach 
Mike DeBord isn’t even quite sure what he 
has to work with. DeBord comes to Mount 
Pleasant, Mich., after serving as an assistant at 
Michigan for eight seasons. He spent the last 
three years in Ann Arbor as the offensive 


Tedaro France 


coordinator, and he replaces Dick Flynn, who 
spent six seasons at Central Michigan before 
resigning after last year’s 4-7 mark. 


% 


Now with his own program to guide, 
DeBord, 44, is taking it slow. Sort of. It took 
him several weeks of spring practice to for- 
mulate a depth chart, but the good news is 
this: 14 starters return from a team that fin- 
ished 3—5 in the Mid-American Conference. 
There's also a new level of energy and enthu- 
siasm around the program. There's more 
intensity, too. 

“There's pressure involved with everything 
in football, and I’m going to be the pressure 
on the football field,” DeBord says. “You can’t 
give into it. You have to fight through it. We 
also wanted to establish a work ethic where 
the players understand that only your best is 
good enough.” 


Number of years in a row free 
safety Brian Leigeb has led the 
team in tackles. 


Central Michigan 
Chippewas 


Sophomore tailback Vince Webber is one 
of several returning lettermen at tailback. He 
played in two games and rushed for 144 
yards. Ira Gooch played both wide receiver 
and running back last year, but he may be 
needed more in the backfield this fall. He 
played in all 11 games last season and had 90 
carriers for 438 yards. 

Two other players, Robbie 
Mixon and Alan Parks, should 
offer some depth. They each 
played some last year before 
going down with injuries. 

But no matter who gets most 
of the carriers, they will get some 
help from an experienced offen- 
sive line that returns four starters. 
That list includes tackle Matt 
Brayton (6'7", 305 pounds), 
guard James Alexander and center 
Anders Hill. 

Senior quarterback Pete Shep- 
herd will lead the passing attack. 
He threw for 2,295 yards and 
nine touchdowns last season. He 
also threw 12 interceptions. His 
primary target will be sophomore 
wide receiver Jammarl 
O’Neal, who earned. third- 
team freshman All-American 
honors last season after 
catching 59 passes for 1,085 
yards and six touchdowns. Wide receiver 
David Hannah is also back, along with 
Gooch, who had 26 catches for 236 yards 
last season. 

Also watch out for newcomer Steve 
Messam, a 5'9", 170-pound wide receiver 
out of South Bay, Fla., who played on a 
team that won two consecutive state 
titles. Messam was an all-state selection 
who may find his way onto the field in his 
rookie season. 

The defensive line will be relatively 
inexperienced. The only returning players 


Central Michigan SID 
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team last season with five interceptions. He 
will get a lot of help in that department from 
returning starters Brian Leigeb at free safety, 
who led the team in tackles last year with 121, 
and linebackers Abdullah Muhammad and 
Ralph Sewell. Returning cornerbacks Scott 
Naz and Tedaro France will also help out. 

Junior kicker Paul Savich is back. But the 
punting chores will be handled by Brian 
Brandt, who has never lettered. Last year’s 
punter, Jake Kemp, is gone. 

The only other returning specialist is long 
snapper Zach Poff. 

It looks like the return duties will be han- 
dled by Webber, Gooch and France, last 
year’s team leader in both punt and kickoff 
returns. 

DeBord is a motivator, who should get the 
most out of his troops on and off the field. He 
also has great recruiting talent as evidenced by 
his first class, which includes six players who 
were listed among the top players in Michi- 
gan by both the Detroit Free Press, and the 
Detroit News. 

DeBord also knows how to win as he 
worked for a Wolverines program that played 
in a bowl game every season he was there. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


82 Jammar| O'Neal (So.,1) 16 Roderick Means (So., 0) 
79 Matt Brayton (Jr., 2) 73 Tom Langton (Fr., 0) 
72 James Alexander (Sr, 2) 60 Derek McLaughlin (Fr., 0) 
59 Anders Hill (So., 1) 51 Kevin Barry (Sr., 2) 
57 Kyle Croskey (So., 1) 78 Eric Dumont (Jr. 1) 
63 Paul Brieger (So., 1) 68 Nick Ferguson (Jr, 2) 
35 Eric Salani (Sr., 3) 89 David Watson (Fr., 0) 
14 Pete Shepherd (Sr.,3) | 15 Derek Gorney (So., 0) 

2 Vince Webber (So., 1) 6 Robbie Mixon (So., 0) 
45 D.J. McClure (Sr., 3) 49 Adam Supianoski (Fr., 0) 
83 David Hannah (Sr., 2) 18 Rob Turner (So., 1) 


Defense (7) 


26 Ralph Sewell (Sr., 3) 33 Brian Colar (Sr., 1) 

98 Matt Reynolds (So.,0) 90 Charles Harris (Fr., 0) 
74 Dominic Mancini (So., 1) 76 Joch Skeel (Jr., 0) 

65 Marvin Smith (So., 1) 98 Matt Reynolds (So., 0) 
41 Cullen Jenkins (Fr., 0) 92 Ike Ajoku (Fr., 0) 

38 Casey Laughlin (Sr.,3) 47 James Westrich (Jr., 2) 


with any solid experience include 
Dominic Mancini and Marvin Smith, 
and they have each only been in the pro- 
gram one year. A solid group of lineback- 
ers, though, should help out, including 
Darvin Lewis, who was third on the team 
last season with 76 tackles. 

The team allowed 171.8 yards per 
game on the ground last season with all 
seniors on the line. This year’s group will 
be tested with younger players. 

Lewis will also be a big part of the 
team’s passing defense after leading the 


LB 
DE 
MG 
oT 
DE 
LB 
LB 


CB 1 Tedaro France (Jr., 2) 
Rover 8 Rodrico Epps (Jr., 2) 
FS 29 Brian Leigeb (Sr., 3) 
CB 4 Wayne Dudley (Jr., 2) 


31 Darvin Lewis (So., 1) 44 


23 
9 
3 

11 


Kyle Tafelski (Fr., 0) 

Scott Naz (Sr., 2) 

Abdullah Muhammad (Jr., 2) 
Finley Carter (Jr., 2) 

Brandt Thweatt (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 


K 34 Adam Clyne (Fr., 0) 
P 40 Brian Brandt (Fr., 0) 
KR 1. Tedaro France (Jr., 2) 
PR 1. Tedaro France (Jr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters 


NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
1999 Record (MAC): 4-7 (3-5) 
Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,199) 


Head Coach: Mike DeBord 
2000 Prediction: 3rd MAC West 
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ne season after winning the Big West 
title and beating Southern Missis- 
sippi in the Humanitarian Bowl, the 
Vandals were picked by many to repeat as 
conference champs in 1999. That title, how- 
ever, went to archrival Boise State. Now, 
Idaho would love nothing more than to 
return the favor and bring the final league 


Chris Nofoaiga 


title back to Moscow. 

If Idaho is to do so, it will do it under new 
head coach Tom Cable, the former offensive 
coordinator at Colorado hired to replace 
Chris Tormey, who left to become the head 
coach at Nevada. Cable was a lineman for the 
Vandals from 1982-86, making this a tri- 
umphant return to his roots. Cable will stick 
with the offense he used at Colorado, one 
that generated 424.9 yards per game, 14th- 
best in the nation. 


Chris Nofoaiga, the reigning 
Big West Defensive Player of 
the Year, has 22 career sacks. 


The first-year head coach has some good 
tools to work with. Quarterback Greg 
Robertson, who threw for 1,279 yards last 
season, is gone, but junior John Welsh and 
senior Ed Dean return. Both signal callers saw 
plenty of action in “99. Dean played in seven 
games, completing 39-of-83 passes for 473 
yards and six touchdowns. Welsh, who 
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started the first two games before missing six 
weeks with a broken ankle, completed 52 of 
his 103 passes for 628 yards and four touch- 
downs. Welsh finished the season as the 
starter and still sits atop the depth chart. 

The Vandals are loaded at both running 
back and receiver. Top rusher Anthony Ten- 
ner, a senior, gained 764 yards with nine 
touchdowns last year. Senior 
Willie Alderson, sophomore 
Rahimu Pettit and senior Casey 
Hills provide solid depth for the 
Vandals. 

At receiver, seniors Jeffrey 
Townsely, Rossi Martin and 
Mike Roberg and juniors Chris 
Lacy and Ethan Jones are all 
back. Townsely led the team with 
37 receptions for 449 yards while 
Martin had 33 catches for 483 
yards. Lacy added 21 receptions 
for 294 yards and Jones hauled in 
19 passes for 278 yards. 

"This may be the most tal- 
ented group in terms of a specific 
position on this football team," 
Cable says. "They are deep. They 
run well. There are a lot of 
guys who can make plays. | 
really like this group. It is a 
real bonus for us." 

The line is experienced, 


jaho SID 


Univ. 


returning two-time all-conference senior il 
Rick DeMulling at tackle as well as senior | 16 


center Jeremy Wallace and senior right | © 


. : RG 
tackle Patrick Venzke. Junior guard |p 
Anthony Fuertes started seven games last | TE 
season. However, Cable says he is worried | 98 

ra an : RB 
about the lack of depth along the offen- | 53 
sive line, calling it a serious issue. WR 

The strongest unit for Idaho may be its 
defense, which ranked third in the con- _ pE 
ference last year by allowing 356 yards per A 
game. Seven starters return to a defense ot 
that Cable says will be much more aggres- | LB 
sive this season. = 

Big West Defensive Player of the Year 
PERS x ay ta cB 
Chris Nofoaiga returns for his final year. | $s 


The senior recorded 121 tackles last year, | FS 
18 for losses of yardage. He also led the 
conference in sacks with 10 and even 


Cc K 
returned two fumbles for touchdowns, | p 
one 62 yards against Washington State | KR 
and the other 89 yards against North | PR 


Texas. Rick Giampietri, who started all 
11 games and was the team’s third-lead- 
ing tackler last year, is back as well. Jason 
Daniel started five games and is the front- 


ATHLON® SPORTS™ 


runner to replace the departed Matt Jasik, 
though he will have to battle Laki Ah Hi for 
the job. 

The secondary is in good shape as well. 
Safety Brad Rice and cornerbacks Dennis 
Gibbs and Cleavon Bradshaw started all 11 
games last year. Rice was second on the team 
with 94 tackles, while Gibbs broke up 14 
passes. Bradshaw came away with five inter- 
ceptions and 11 pass deflections. 

“T like our corners, but I think we are one 
short,” Cable says. “I feel that way about both 
spots in the secondary. We could be pretty 
good there if the right guys come through.” 

Up front, the Vandals lost all-conference 
performer Mao Tosi, but two-year starters 
Wil Beck and Ryan Knowles return. Beck will 
man the nose tackle spot while Knowles plays 
end. But the rest of the group is a little 
unproven. End Dennis Taeatafa saw limited 
action in 1999, as did tackle Mike Jones. End 
Jamaal Cole also saw limited playing time. 

If the defensive line comes together and the 
Vandals can learn Cable’s new offensive and 
defensive system, then the team could very 
well be sitting atop the Big West standings at 
the end of the season. 


Offense (6) 


3 Chris Lacy (Jr., 2) 10 Justin Wilson (Jr., 0) 
74 Jake Scott (Fr., 0) 79. Seann Mumford (So., 0) 
66 Brett Morton (Sr., 3) 70 Jason Cobb (Fr., 0) 
52 Jeremy Wallace (Sr, 3) 61 Anthony Fuertes (Jr., 2) 


69 Rick DeMulling (Sr.,3) 77 
60 Patrick Venzke (Sr.,3) 67 
86 Mike Roberg (Sr., 3) 84 


Joshua Jelinek (So., 0) 
Jonathan Teeters (Fr., 0) 
Geoff Franks (Jr., 2) 


13 John Welsh (Ur., 2) 1 Ed Dean (Sr., 3) 
2 Anthony Tenner (Sr, 3) 20 Willie Alderson (Sr., 3) 
45 Casey Hills (Sr., 2) 23 Laki Ah Hi (Jr., 2) 


4 Orlando Winston (Fr.,0) 8 Christopher Belser (So., 1) 


Defense (7) 


50 Ryan Knowles (Jr., 2) 64 Chris Jewell (Jr, 0) 
91 Wil Beck (Jr., 2) 95 Jason Hines (So., 0) 
54 J.J. Johnston (Sr., 2) 94 Matt Rutgers (Fr., 0) 

6 Yasir-Jamaal Cole (Jr. 1) 97 Jason Flowers (Fr., 0) 
38 Chris Nofoaiga (Sr,3) | 48 Barrett Nelson (Fr., 0) 
26 Rick Giampietri (Sr, 3) 53 Zach Marquess (Fr., 0) 
92 Patrick Libey (Fr., 0) 57 Mike West (Sr., 0) 


7 Cleavon Bradshaw (Sr., 1) 21 Nicg Hale (So., 0) 


18 Brad Rice (Jr, 2) 14 Ed Rankin (So., 0) 
43 Jordan Kramer (So., 1) 30 Ighe Evero (Jr., 2) 
22 Dennis Gibbs (Sr, 3) 31 Tim Sams (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


33 Ben Davis (Sr., 2) 

27 Keith Stamps (So., 0) 
3 Chris Lacy (Jr., 2) 

36 Vern Benard (Sr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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he Cougars have bottomed out with 

consecutive last-place Pac-10 seasons on 

the heels of their 1997 Rose Bowl sea- 
son, hardly the kind of momentum they envi- 
sioned. Coach Mike Price is placing the onus 
squarely on himself and his team. “We need to 
win, we need to go to a bowl game,” he says. 
“I am putting the pressure on to win.” 


Curtis Holden 


Using the pass to set up the run has long 
been a staple of WSU’s offense, but one reason 
the running game has been sporadic of late is 
the line’s ineffectiveness. The line is again a 
primary question, as the only players with sig- 
nificant experience are the Raymond twins, 
Reed and Ryan, and tight end Russell Mizin. 

Deon Burnett will get lots of work in the 
backfield after setting a school freshman record 


The number of players, includ- 

ing incoming freshmen, juco 

transfers and redshirts, who will 
be added this year. 


of 974 yards in ’99. The Cougars have a passel 
of new backs coming in August, three are 
jucos, and Price has considered increasing the 
use of two-back sets. One newcomer is David 
Minnich, a 26-year-old former Marine who 
averaged 7.4 yards per carry in junior college 
and brings physical maturity to the backfield. 

Price’s offense has tended to swing from 
one extreme to another. When it’s good, it’s 


often record-setting good, but when it’s bad, 
it can be awful. 

Since Ryan Leaf departed, WSU hasn't had 
good quarterback play. Now the job apparently 
belongs to Jason Gesser, the Hawaii product 
who returned to the Islands to lead a season- 
ending victory over the Rainbows. Gesser is 
mobile and elusive, but he needs to prove that 
he can throw deep. A broken hand 
kept him out much of last season 
and slowed his progress. Gesser 
could get major competition from 
Matt Kegel, who is big and fast, 
and a first cousin to Leaf. The 
offense will incorporate sprintout 
components to take advantage of 
the agility of both quarterbacks. 

The Cougars think the receiv- 
ing corps will be a team strength. 
They have good size with Marcus 
Williams and Milton Wynn. Far- 
wan Zubedi isn't a big breakaway 
threat but quite savvy. Slot man 
Collin Henderson is an asset, and 
Price likes juco transfer Derrick 
Dillon. Another useful wideout is 
former quarterback — Paul 
Mencke, who at 6'5" and 
228 can break tackles. 

If there’s an area where the 
Cougars could make a signi 
icant leap, it’s in stopping the 
run, where last year, they were a leaky 
ninth in the Pac-10. LG 

End Austin Matson has bulked up to | © 
262 and is the only senior with a lock on 
a job. Tackle Tomasi Kongaika got starting } TE 
experience last year as a freshman and isa | FL 
solid run-stopper. Two promising young- 
sters who could play for the first time are 
tackles Jeremey Williams and Tai Tupai, 
both of whom were highly recruited. SE 

Middle linebacker Curtis Holden may } 4 
be the best player on the team. He reminds 
some onlookers of ex-Cougar great Mark 
Fields, but his progress was slowed when 
he sat out spring practice to strengthen } jo 
academics. Safety Billy Newman can also } re 
hit; he led the team in tackles. SS 

Matson’s four sacks led the Cougars, E 
who hope to fortify their anemic pass 
rush by moving linebackers Tupo Tuupo . 
and Fred Shavies to end. Weak-side line- | kr 
backer James Price, who sat out in ’99, | PR 
should help pressure quarterbacks. 

WSU’s secondary may be its strongest 
suit, with Newman and fellow safety 
Lamont Thompson, who is tied for the 


Otto Greule/Allsport 


SLB 30 Raonall Smith (Jr., 2) 57 
MLB 14 Curtis Holden (Sr., 1) 
WLB 5 James Price (Jr., 2) 42 


school career interception lead at 14. Corner 
Marcus Trufant started seven times as a true 
freshman. Chris Martin, bookends Trufant. If 
they get enough support from the pass-rush- 
ers up front, this group could shine. 

WSU’s new punter is Alan Cox, a juco 
product who has never had a position coach 
and must get his hang time to match his dis- 
tance. Kicking is a mystery. The Cougars 
need more from punt returns; their longest 
was 21 yards. They did block two punts, but 
their special teams were unremarkable. 

Say this for WSU: Although the Price era 
has been something of a roller coaster, the 
general thrust of his offense and defense has 
stayed relatively constant. Price’s specialty is 
offense, and although he has tweaked his 
spread passing game at times, there haven't 
been wholesale changes during his tenure. 

Price did lose secondary coach Craig Bray to 
Oregon State, replacing him with Chris Ball, 
36, a graduate assistant on Price’s first staff. 

Winning at WSU is a tough act, and Price 
has done it before. But his Achilles heel has 
been the inconsistency of the program. The 
Cougars haven't been to back-to-back bowl 
games in his tenure. 


Offense (5) 


41 Farwan Zubedi (Sr.,3) 12 Paul Mencke (Sr., 2) 

69 Phil Locker (So., 1) 62 Billy Knotts (Fr., 0) 

77 Derrick Roche (So., 1) 66 Joey Hollenbeck (Jr., 2) 

52 Tyler Hunt (So., 0) 68 Enk Larson (Sr., 2) 

73 Ryan Raymond (Sr, 2) 65 Brian Hollenberg (So., 0) 

70 Reed Raymond (Sr.,3) 50 Josh Parrish (Fr., 0) 

46 Russell Mizin (So., 1) 85. Josh Shavies (So., 1) 
8 Marcus Williams (Sr., 1) Milton Wynn (Jr., 0) 

17 Jason Gesser (So., 1) 4 Matt Kegel (Fr., 0) 

20 Deon Bumett (So., 1) 37 Adam Hawkins (Sr., 3) 

83 Collin Henderson (So., 1) 18 Curtis Nettles (So., 1) 


Defense (6) 


61 Austin Matson (Sr., 3) 6 Fred Shavies (So., 1) 

55 Melvin Camarena (Sr, 1) 95 Jeremey Williams (Fr., 0) 
56 Tomasi Kongaika (So., 1) 97 Tai Tupai (Fr., 0) 

51 Tupo Tuupo (Jr., 2) 49 Isaac Brown (Fr., 0) 

Serign Marong (Jr., 2) 

Al Genatone (Fr., 0) 

Melvin Simmons (So., 1) 
Orvaughn Underwood (Jr., 0) 


rary 


48 


25 Chris Martin (Sr., 1) 31 


45 Marcus Trufant (So.,1) 5 Dante Minners (Sr., 0) 
10 Billy Newman (Jr., 2) 35 Ira Davis (Fr., 0) 
19 Lamont Thompson (Sr., 3) 23 Mory Banks (Sr., 1) 


Special Teams 


90 Nick Lambert (Jr., 0) 

31 Alan Cox (Jr., 0) 

18 Curtis Nettles (So., 1) 
83 Collin Henderson (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Navy 


f football teams received credit for falling 
j just short of victory, Navy would be cruis- 

ing in calm seas. Instead, the Midshipmen 
are coming off a 5-7 season in which they 
dropped six games by a touchdown or less. 

In some respects, coach Charlie Weather- 
bie can view 1999 as a small step forward, 
since the Midshipmen won just three games 


Chris Lepore 


in 1998 while losing six by 12 points or more. 
Navy had appeared poised to reap the rewards 
of two rebuilding years, until they received a 


serious blow in the spring. 
% Navy’s number of bowl 
appearances in the last 18 
seasons. 


The Midshipmen were set to return their 
two biggest offensive weapons, quarterback 
Brian Madden and fullback Raheem Lam- 
bert, to lead the multiple offense until Mad- 
den, a junior, injured his knee. He'll miss the 
season. Lambert, who has a chance to be 
Navy's best fullback during Weatherbie’s six 
years in Annapolis, needs to pick up the slack. 

On defense, Navy brings back seven 
starters, including big-play outside linebacker 
Shaka Martin and All-America candidate 
Chris Lepore at safety. They helped Navy 
almost triple its sack total from ’98 to ’99. 

First year coordinator Tim DeRuyter 
employed a 3-4 zone-blitzing defense similar 
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Midshipmen 


to the one used by the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
His scheme keyed the turnaround of a strug- 
gling unit. 

Navy led the nation in rushing in 1999, 
averaging 292.2 yards per game. Lambert, an 
improved blocker with 4.47 speed, showed 
flashes of being a dominant player last year, 
rushing for 790 yards and scoring six touch- 
downs. “He’s got elusiveness, 
power and breakaway speed,” 
Navy offensive coordinator Mike 
Vaught says. Reserve fullback 
Marlon Terrell, who runs a 4.3 
40, can give Lambert some relief. 

Slotback Dre Brittingham, an 
explosive runner, averaged 6.6 
yards per carry last year. “We 
have to do a better job of getting 
the ball in his hands more often,” 
Weatherbie says of Brittingham. 

The line starts five seniors. The 
unit is best suited for run block- 
ing, and right tackle Hoot Stahl 
(6'6", 300) figures to attract the 
attention of NFL scouts. 

Opportunity knocked for 
Madden when starter Brian 
Broadwater fractured his 
clavicle. Now, Madden has 
returned the favor. Broadwa- 
ter, a better passer than Mad- 
den, completed 50-of-107 


Frank DiBrango 


WR 82 Brandon Rampani (Jr, 1) 86 Billy Hubbard (Sr., 1) 
attempts for 806 yards, four touchdowns LT 73 Ron Winchester (Sr, 1) 78 Peter Peemoeller (Sr., 0) 
and two interceptions. He proved himself } Lg 63 Philip Yeh (Sr. 4) 69. Eric Bowman (Jr., 0) 
adept at rushing, too, gaining 626 yards | © 74 Chad Adams (Sr, 0) 75. Brian Schulz (J. 0) 
an 18S cantiee Wide ahi auch RG 70 Scott Swantner (Sr., 2) 71 Andrew Rutherford (Jr., 0) 
calli EAE LOUCA SOW NS: RT 79 Hoot Stahl (Sr., 2) 64 John Jeffery Ur., 0) 


The wideouts aren't used much. Bran- 
don Rampani and Brian Williams will 
start. When Rampani does get his hands 
on the ball, he is a big-play threat, pro- 
ducing four touchdowns on only 14 
catches last year. He averaged 19.7 yards 
per reception. 

Martin and inside linebackers Ryan 
Hamilton and Daryl Hill will make most 
of the tackles. “It can be the strength of 
our defense,” DeRuyter says of the line- 
backing unit. 

The linebackers will be expected to 
make more plays around the line of 
scrimmage, since Navy starts new players 
at nose guard (junior Juan Morejon) and 
at end (Michael Wagoner). 

Lepore has a knack for making big 
plays and is a punishing tackler. He led 
the team in tackles last year, finishing 
with 127, 24 more than anyone else on 
the club. Cornerbacks Bas Williams and 


K 
P 
KR 
PR 
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WR 81 Brian Williams (Sr., 4) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Charlie Weatherbie 


Davede Alexander are not difference-makers 
in run support. 

DeRuyter’s pass defense relies on a strong 
rush from the linebackers and linemen. Navy 
drops linemen back into coverage often as a 
part of its zone package. 

Martin was the team’s best pass rusher last 
year (eight sacks) and possesses excellent cov- 
erage skills. DeRuyter expects Morejon and 
Wagoner to develop into solid pass rushers. 
They must. End Gino Marchetti, who had six 
sacks and led the nation with five fumble 
recoveries, graduated. Navy, however, brings 
back senior end Brad Wimsatt (seven sacks), 
its strongest player. 

Replacements are needed at kicker and 
punter. Junior David Hills and sophomores 
Jeff Beeler and Tim Shanley will decide the 
placekicking job, and Weatherbie expects one 
of two seniors, Beau Hufstetler or Brian 
Williams, to develop into a consistent punter. 

Navy coaches call punt returner Billy Hub- 
bard a fearless player. He called just two fair 
catches all season and set a school record with 
35 returns for a 7.4-vard average. Britting- 
ham and Rampani will handle kick return 
duties. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


38 Gene Reese (So., 1) 16 
14 Brian Broadwater (Sr, 2) 9 
2 Dre Brittingham (Jr, 2) 22 
38 Raheem Lambert (Jr, 1) 18 Marlon Terrell (Jr., 1) 
84 Chandler Sims (So., 0) 


Defense (7) 


Michael Darnell (So., 0) 
J.P. Blecksmith (So., 0) 
Terence Coleman (Jr., 0) 


52 Shaka Martin (Jr., 1) 56 Justin Cramer (Jr., 0) 
94 Brad Wimsatt (Sr., 3) 97 Dan Venuto (Jr., 0) 
93 Juan Morejon (So., 0) 98 Alan Thompson (Jr., 0) 
90 Michael Wagoner (Jr, 1) 99 Josh Wolf (Jr., 0) 
42 Rashad Jones (Sr., 2) 59 Justin Jordan (Sr., 1) 
55 Daryl Hill (Sr., 2) 1 Jake Bowen (Jr., 1) 
58 Ryan Hamilton (Jr, 2) 48 Mike McGee (Sr., 2) 
28 Davede Alexander (St, 2) 17 Marcus Jackson (Jr., 1) 
7 DeJuan Cromer (Jr., 1) 13 Brian Bourgeois (Jr., 1) 
26 Chris Lepore (Sr., 2) 22 Clyde Clark (So., 0) 
6 Bas Williams (Jr., 2) 29 Mike Wied! (Sr., 2) 


Special Teams 


13 David Hills (Jr., 0) 

2 Beau Hufstetler (Sr., 0) 
41 Dre Brittingham (Jr., 2) 
86 Billy Hubbard (Sr., 1) 


1999 Record: 5-7 
Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium (30,000) 
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Temple 


Owls 


wls coach Bobby Wallace is feeling 

the heat. Despite his own secure posi- 

tion within the university, Owls foot- 
ball is under fire. Big East Conference 
members say they want Temple to improve its 
overall product — facilities, attendance, 
recruiting and competitiveness — to remain 
in the league. 


Carlos Johnson 


During his tenure, though, Wallace has 
certainly improved the team in many areas: 
Temple's on-campus weight room and prac- 
tice fields are state of the art. Attendance at 
moribund Veterans Stadium and Franklin 
Field has risen from 6,408 to over 20,000. 
The players are better. The team is better. But 
still, Wallace has just four wins in his first ewo 


seasons. 
Bs nents shut out Temple in 
1999. Maryland, Kansas State. 
Marshall, and Miami were the teams 
who had their way with the Temple 
offense. 


That's how many times oppo- 


“T said that when I took this job that there 
were no overnight fixes,” he says. “We beat 
Virginia Tech two years ago. We beat an 
undefeated Boston College team last year. It’s 
hard for people to remain patient with us, but 
we're turning a corner. We really are.” 


A decision to play true freshman tailback 
‘Tanardo Sharps towards the end of last season 
may prove to be the key to a successful 2000 
campaign. Sharps broke loose for 184 yards 
on just 25 carries in a late season cameo. 

Sharps will rely on fullback Jason McKie, 
who blocked for him on occasion last season. 
The two averaged 7.4 and 4.9 yards per carry, 
respectively. New offensive coor- 
dinator Charlie Fisher insists he 
will use the pair often out of pro- 
formation sets to improve upon 
Temple's awful production (59.7 
yards per game rushing) of 1999. 

Two returning sophomore 
starters, center Don Klein and 
left tackle Dave Yovanovits, lead 
a young but promising offensive 
line. Wallace is hoping that 
sophomore right guard Vincent 
Gabriele, who specializes in pull 
blocking, is healthy after sitting 
out last year with an injury. 

The Owls will mix it up with a 
wide-open attack in 2000, and 
junior Devin Scott will have the 
first shot at quarterback. Scott 
mastered the short passing 
game offense in 1999 but 
failed to put points on the 
board (Temple averaged just 
13.9 points a game). 
Nonetheless, few will forget his perfor- 
mance against Rutgers when he com- 
pleted a school record 36 passes and tied 
the school mark with six touchdowns. 

Mac DeVito should again be the reli- 
able back-up. All eyes, though, are on 
heralded Glendale (Calif) Community 
College phenom Mike Frost. 

One area where the Owls excel is wide 
receiver. The top performer is junior Car- 
los Johnson, one of the fastest long-ball 
threats in the conference. Johnson 
accounted for 51 catches and four scores. 
Greg Muckerson made the transition 
from quarterback to receiver, grabbing 41 
balls in the process. The Owls will be 
auditioning three newcomers at tight 
end: Joe Laudano, Khyel Dicks and con- 
verted defensive end Tyrone Ditzel. 

As has been the case with most recent 
Owls defenses, the linebackers make 
most of the tackles. Fortunately, Tem- 
ple’s linebacking crew is the defense’s 
strongest unit, as the Big East’s top two 
returning tacklers, LeVar Talley and Tay- 
lor Suman, are back. 


Steve Moore 


BBSARBCESE 


WR 11 Greg Muckerson (Jr, 2) 


DE 89 Raheem Brock (Sr., 2) 
DT 92 Russell Newman (Jr., 2) 
DT 73 Dan Klecko (So., 1) 

DE 5 Akeiff Staples (Jr., 2) 
LB 50 Taylor Suman (Jr., 2) 
LB 6 LeVar Talley (Sr., 3) 
OWL 14 Chonn Lacey (Jr., 2) 
CB 41 Donnie Coleman (Fr., 0) 
FS 9 Jamal Wallace (Jr., 1) 
‘SS__ 8 Lafton Thompson (Jr., 1) 
CB 21 Philip Shepard (Jr., 1) 


P 

KR 28 Sean Dillard (So., 1) 
PR 28 Sean Dillard (So., 1) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach; Bobby Wallace 


2000 Prediction: 7th Big East 


Dan Klecko, the son of the former Temple 
and New York Jets great Joe Klecko opened 
eyes with his eight-sack, 12-hurry, 53-tackle 
campaign which garnered him national all- 
rookie honors at his position. Klecko’s emer- 
gence at nose tackle gives the Owls their best 
pass rusher in years. 

Lafton Thompson is a solid strong safety 
who plays the run well. Linebackers Chonn 
Lacey and Talley enjoy covering running 
backs and tight ends in pass situations, but 
are a tad slow to defend the top echelon skill 
position players in the league. 

A good punter is always a must at Temple, 
and Wallace has two equally competent ones 
in Garvin Ringwelski and George Radu. Cap 
Poklemba made all 19 of his extra point tries 
last year but got only six chances (he made 
four) to make field goals. Wallace thinks the 
speedy Butler or the shifty Muckerson will 
return kicks. 

Wallace is the no-nonsense, thick-skinned 
disciplinarian Temple needs to turn its pro- 
gram around. Temple's close-knit group of 
supporters hope that he'll be given the sup- 
port from administration he needs to keep 
the program moving in the right direction. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


7 Carlos Johnson (Jr., 2) 28 Sean Dillard (So., 1) 
79 Dave Yovanovits (So., 1) 69 Damian Hendricks (So., 0) 
75 Jose Portillo (Fr., 0) 58 Frank Hoffman (Fr., 0) 
72 David Terry (So., 1) 60 Greg Hilliard (So., 1) 
74 Vincent Gabriele (So., 1) 53 Danny Culic (Fr., 0) 
90 Mathias Nkwenti (Sr., 3) 69 Damian Hendricks (So., 0) 
98 Tyrone Ditzel (Jr., 2) 40 Joe Laudano (Fr., 0) 
17 Devin Scott (Jr, 2) 3 Mac DeVito (Jr., 2) 

4 Tanardo Sharps (So.,1) 20 Lester Trammer (So., 1) 
25 Jason McKie (Jr., 2) 35 Kyron Johnson (Jr, 1) 


80 Terrence Stubbs (So., 1) 
Defense (6) 


55 Jason Davis (Jr., 2) 

95 Rob Sack (So., 2) 

99 Jason Wright (Jr., 1) 

55 Jason Davis (Jr., 2) 

15 Edrick Harley (Jr., 2) 

54 J.D. Stanley (Fr.,0) 

19 Gerard Bishop (So., 1) 
18 Brett Crespina (Jr., 1) 

2 Jermaine Grandberry (Jr., 0) 
35 Almonese Boyles (Jr., 0) 
24 Terrance Leftwich (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


26 Cap Poklemba (So., 1) 
49 Garvin Ringwelski (So., 1) 


1999 Record (Big East): 2-9 (2-5) 
Veterans Stadium (66,592) 
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San Diego State 


Aztecs 


an Diego State fans have long wished 
Ss: could have a defense to match the 

Aztec offense. Maybe they offered too 
much in exchange for that request. While the 
Aztecs had the Mountain West Conference's 
best defense in ’99, they were still looking for 
the SDSU offense of the early 90s. And now, 
they open the 2000 season with a new defen- 


Jack Hawley 


sive coordinator and 10 new defensive starters. 
SDSU running backs Jonas Lewis and 
Larry Ned were so interchangeable that many 
opposing coaches couldn't distinguish them, 
or even remember which was returning this 
season. The answer is Ned, whose 894 yards 
and 5.5 yards per carry slightly topped Lewis’ 
numbers. James Truvillion will get his share 
of carries in the one-back scheme, but things 
should be less equitable than last season. 
9 lege transfers at spring drills, 
helping to acclimate them to the 
system. Two more arrive in August. 


The Aztecs had nine junior col- 


While offensive coordinator Dave Lay is 
trying to bring back SDSU’s deep-throwing 
ability, his first priority is to line up and pound 
away. The Aztecs averaged 176 rushing yards 
to top everybody in the Mountain West Con- 
ference except Air Force's wishbone. 

Tight end Gray McNeill is an excellent 
blocker who’s as important in this offense as 
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any lineman. That's especially true this year, 
when strong tackle Mike Houghton is the 
only returning starter. Lay likes weak tackle 
Chester Pitts, a former walk-on, and weak 
guard Johnathan Ingram is improving. Zach 
LaMonda can play center or guard. 

Three jucos were recruited mostly for 
depth but may work into the lineup. David 
Mayhew participated in spring 
drills and was impressive. David 
Moreno and Sikoti Uipi will join 
in the fall with a chance to play. 

Quarterback Jack Hawley was 
all over the map in his first sea- 
son, as he struggled at times with 
the adjustment to major college 
football. But by the end of the 
season, Hawley’s performance 
was close to what Lay wanted 
from him. He has the arm 
strength necessary to bring back 
the home run to SDSU’s offense, 
and his receivers showed what 
they could do. Derrick Lewis 
caught an 87-yarder against 
UNLV and finished with 25 
catches; McNeill and Sean Pierce 
had similar totals. 

Former defensive _ line 
coach Ken Delgado has the 
challenge of replacing retired | 
defensive coordinator Claude 
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Gilbert, and finding 10 new defensive a 
starters. “I hate the word ‘rebuilding,’ but } ts 
we are in transition, there's no question } © 
about that,” Delgado says. “We feel very, = 
very proud of the standards we've set on } TE 
defense, and we're going to maintain that.” = 

None of the top nine tacklers is back, | yg 
but Delgado will build the defense | A 


around overachieving nose tackle Jerome 


Haywood, who's only 5'9" but made six } DE 
tackles for loss. Delgado is looking for | St 
Sh NGeh le DT 
versatile junior college transfer Andrew } pg 
Brigham to find a place and for Josh Allen | 18 
and Amon Arnold to establish them- 
selves, along with George Heather. cB 
If the Aztecs are to hold opponents to | $$ 
108 yards rushing per game again, middle S 
linebacker Brian Berg and weak line- 
backer Mac Cleary will have to be pro- ‘ 


ductive. The defense is designed to funnel 
everything to those positions. 

Will Demps is the strong safety and 
made four tackles for loss. Junior college 
transfers Jay Kos and Garret Pavelko are 
hard-hitting safeties who will “instill 
some fear” in receivers, Delgado says. 


P 
AR 
PR 


94 Akbar GbajaBiamila (Sr., 1)95 Josh Allen (So., 0) 


Head Coach: Ted Toliner 
2000 Prediction: 8th MWC 


Ricky Sharpe is moving from safety to cor- 
ner, where Bishop Miller, James Samuel and 
Greg Taylor also are contenders. 

Kos, Pavelko and the three other defensive 
transfers the Aztecs signed participated in 
spring drills, a bonus for Delgado. 

Kicker Nate Tandberg is easy to evaluate. 
He made all 10 field-goal attempts from 
inside 40 yards, and was three-of-10 from 40 
and out. Punter Justin Sisco was average, and 
more than half of his punts were returned, for 
an average of nearly nine yards. 

The Aztecs also need to improve their 
return game. They were seventh in the league 
at 7.1 yards per punt return and last at 19.3 
yards per kickoff return. Pierce and Truvillion 
did show some ability, however. 

Head coach Ted Tollner earned a 10-year 
contract extension after 8-4 and 8-3 records 
in 95 and 96, but SDSU’s 17-18 since then. 
The need to bring in 11 junior college trans- 
fers shows that Tollner was caught short at sev- 
eral positions. Promoting one of his assistants 
to defensive coordinator was the logical thing 
to do after the way the defense played the last 
two seasons. Offensively, Lay is showing signs 
of restoring the Aztecs’ offensive tradition. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) _ 


80 J.R. Tolver (So., 1) 11 Deric Martin (Jr., 1) 
70 Chester Pitts (Jr., 0) 79 Brendan Darby (Fr., 0) 
60 Johnathan Ingram (So., 0) 77 Shawn Dickie (Fr., 0) 
64 Zach LaMonda (Jr.,0) | 55 David Mayhew (Jr., 0) 
68 Raul Gomez (So., 0) 62 Chris Williams (Sr., 2) 
69 Mike Houghton (Jr.,1) | 71 Joe Blunt (Fr., 0) 
86 Gray McNeill (Sr., 3) 82 Brian Gelt (Jr., 0) 

5 Jack Hawley (Sr., 1) 13 Lon Sheriff (So., 1) 

4 Larry Ned (Sr, 2) 21 James Truvillion (Jr., 2) 

2 Sean Pierce (Sr., 1) 83 Bill Hammett (Sr., 1) 
15 Derrick Lewis (Jr., 1) 12 Jason Stone (Jr., 0) 


Defense (1) 


51 Jerome Haywood (Jr, 2) 96 Jared Ritter (So., 0) 
99 George Heather (Sr.,1) 85 Sakimo Randall (Jr., 1) 
50 Amon Amold (So., 1) 98 Andrew Brigham (Jr., 0) 
38 Mac Cleary (Sr., 2) 40 Rodney Allen (So., 1) 
52 Brian Berg (Sr., 1) 35 Beau Trickey (Fr., 0) 
45 Ross Marchbanks (Jr. 0) 32 Dylan Robles (Jr., 0) 

9 Bishop Miller (Sr., 1) 22 James Samuel (Fr., 0) 


4T Will Demps (Jr., 1) 20 Jay Kos (Jr., 0) 
18 Brian Russell (Sr., 2) 23 Garret Pavelko (Jr., 0) 
3 Ricky Sharpe (So., 1) 26 Greg Taylor (Jr, 0) 
Special Teams 


44 Nate Tandberg (Sr., 3) 

47 Justin Sisco (Sr, 1) 

21 James Trwvilion (., 2) 
2 Sean Pierce (Sr., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (MWC): 5-6 (3-4) 
Qualcomm Stadium (71,400) 
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Blue Devils 


or Duke’s Carl Franks, his second sea- 
F:: at his alma mater will be just as 
challenging as the first. He has to 
replace eight starters on defense. His offense 
will have five starters back, but many of them 
sat out spring practice with injuries. The Blue 
Devils’ special teams must replace the school’s 
all-time leading scorer, kicker Sims Lenhardt. 
If nothing else, with so many positions up 


Spencer Romine 


for grabs, it has made for a highly competitive 
spring and preseason. “These guys need to 
come out and be ready to earn their jobs 
every day,” Franks says. 

Junior tailback B.J. Hill returns for his 
third year and will battle senior Duane 
Epperson for the starting job. Hill has good 
hip movement, which allows him to shift 
directions without losing much speed. 


% 


Epperson, meanwhile, gives the Blue Dev- 
ils a much different look at tailback, relying 
on his speed to make big plays but also show- 
ing durability. Fullback Devin Pierce won't 
carry the ball much, but he is vital to the 
ground game as a blocker. 

Opening holes should be one of Duke's 
strengths this year with four starters back on 
the offensive line. The best of the bunch is 


The average points deficit 
Duke faced at halftime in 
1999. 


senior center Troy Andrew, who has been a 
starter in every Duke game for two seasons. 
Wes White is small for a tackle but has good 
speed and blocking technique and should be 
able to open holes for Hill and Epperson. 

Senior Spencer Romine will in all likeli- 
hood be the man under center, but he'll first 
have to fend off a challenge from fellow 
senior Bobby Campbell and redshirt fresh- 
man D. Bryant. Romine has a 
slightly better touch on the deep 
ball than Campbell. Bryant is 
behind both, but his athleticism 
and speed will give the Blue Dev- 
ils yet another option. 

Graduation and transfers cost 
the Blue Devils their top two 
pass-catchers. As for the 
returnees, Ben Erdeljac has good 
hands and runs precise routes, 
but he doesn’t possess blazing 
speed. Kyle Moore is quicker but 
needs to be more consistent. 

Senior Nick Hartofilis, who 
also plays lacrosse, is rangy and 
deceptively quick, but his com- 
mitment to his other sport keeps 
him out of spring drills, so it 
will take him some time to 
get into football shape. 

In his fifth year as Duke's 
defensive coordinator, Bob 
& Trott will literally be starting } |; 
from scratch. The only starter up front | t¢ 
defensively whose job status is solid is } & 
senior Troy Austin. Nick Wilkerson and aa 
Charles Porter could be the other starters. } TE 

Duke will look to take better advantage 
of the skills of linebackers Kendral Knight 
and Todd DeLamielleure. Both are good 
run stoppers and will get more opportu- 
nities this year to blitz and make plays. 

Cornerback Ronnie Hamilton is the 
lone returning starter in the secondary, 
but the Blue Devils have several quality 
DBs. Hamilton is the best cover man, but 
he doesn't pick off many passes. Quentin 
Holley will start opposite Hamilton. 

Playing on the “island” is never easy, 
but Hamilton and Holley will have even 
more troubles than most, because the 
team’s probable lack of a pass rush will 
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WR 85 Kyle Moore (Jr., 2) 


WR 


in the country and has excellent hang time. 
With such a young team defensively, Morton 
is more critical than ever. 

Brent Garber spent 1999 behind All-ACC 
kicker Lenhardt. Garber has good length 
strength, but his accuracy on field goals 
longer than 45 yards is uncertain. 

Erdeljac and Moore will see action on punt 
and kickoff returns, but neither has breakaway 
speed. Sophomore Jeff Phillips has good 
hands and speed, making him another option. 

Duke players seem to have finally grown 
accustomed to Franks’ offensive system. For 
Duke to have any shot at success, it will have 
to outscore teams. 

That's why Franks has placed a great 
emphasis on recruiting tall, strong-armed 
passers. He brings in three freshmen quarter- 
backs this fall, all of whom are 6'3" or taller. 
His quarterbacks coach is Ben Bennett, the 
most prolific passer in Blue Devils history 
who still holds several school and ACC pass- 
ing marks. 

Franks will also reap some recruiting divi- 
dends in the future with Wallace Wade Sta- 
dium undergoing upgrades that are set to get 
underway sometime this year. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


86 D.R. Cash Ur., 0) 

75 Drew Strojny (Fr., 0) 
74. Daryl Lewis (Fr., 0) 

79 Shawn Lynch (Jr, 2) 
68 Rusty Wilson (Fr., 0) 
70 Luke Bayer (Fr., 0) 

81 Mike Hart (Jr., 2) 

18 Bryan Ament (Jr, 1) 
15 Bobby Campbell (Sr., 3) 


60 Mike Alberto (Sr., 3) 

72 Greg Dufala (So., 1) 

71 Troy Andrew (Sr., 3) 

77 John Miller (Jr., 2) 

76 Wes White (Sr., 3) 

84 Benjamin Watson (So., 1) 
9 Ben Erdeljac (Jr., 1) 

14 Spencer Romine (Sr., 3) 

30 Devin Pierce (Sr., 3) 37 Alexander Wade (Fr., 0) 

33 Duane Epperson (Sr. 3) 32 8.J. Hill (So., 1) 


Defense (3) 


90 Troy Austin (Sr., 3) 95 Tyran Grissom (Jr., 1) 
55 Nick Wilkerson (Jr., 0) 62 Russ Fenton (Fr., 0) 
52 Charles Porter (Jr., 2) 91 Thomas Larkin (Fr., 0) 
58 Kendral Knight (Sr.,3) | 35 Matt Zielinski (Fr., 0) 
45 Todd DeLamielleure (Jr, 2)54 Randy Ament (Sr., 3) 
41 Levar Johnson (Jr., 2) 49 Jason Davis (So., 0) 
54 Akil Ross (So., 4) 43 Kyle Denham (Jr., 0) 
26 Quentin Holley (Jr., 1) 31 Derrick Lee (So., 0) 
16 Fred Harris (Jr., 2) 8 Brad Santanna (Jr., 1) 
34 Josh Kreider (So., 1) 42 Anthony Roberts (Fr., 0) 
11 Ronnie Hamilton (Jr, 2) 20 Temo George (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 


1 Brent Garber (Fr., 0) 
17 Brian Morton (Sr., 3) 


force them to extend their coverage. This 
makes the safeties even more critical. Fred 
Harris, a junior, inherits the strong safety 
assignment with Josh Kreider expected to 
start at free safety. 

Punter Brian Morton is one of the best 


KR 85 Kyle Moore (Jr., 2) 
PR 9 Ben Erdeljac (Jr., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Carl Franks 
2000 Prediction: 9th ACC 


1999 Record (ACC): 3-8 (3-5) 
Wallace Wade Stadium (33,941) 
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f nothing else, last season Louisiana Tech 

put a little distance between itself and its 

Southern Independent brethren. In his 
first year as a head coach, Jack Bicknell led the 
Bulldogs to an 8-3 mark, a stunning upset 
win at Alabama and a sweep of La.-Lafayette, 
Middle Tennessee, Central Florida and La.- 
Monroe. The average score: 47-25. 


James Jordan 


The challenge this year is to reassert dom- 
inance before heading to the WAC in 2001. 
That could be a chore. The Bulldogs have an 
abundance of talent at the skill positions, but 
they have been decimated with the loss of 
eight starters on the offensive and defensive 
lines. Also gone his quarterback Tim Rattay. 

Junior Brian Stallworth has the daunting 
task of replacing Rattay, who led the nation in 
total offense for the past three seasons. But 
Stallworth is not stepping in cold. He threw 
the memorable 28-yard touchdown pass that 
beat Alabama with no time remaining, and 
his efficiency rating of 160.99 was more than 
13 points higher than Rattay’s. 


The year Louisiana Tech was 
founded. The school joined 
Division I-A football in 1988. 


Stallworth will have one of the nation’s 
finest receiving corps at his disposal. Tech 
returns its top five receivers, four of whom — 
Sean Cangelosi, James Jordan, Simon and 
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Delwyn Daigre — each caught at least 60 
passes, making it the first team in Division I 
history with such a productive quartet. But if 
the Bulldogs are to post gaudy numbers like 
those again, the revamped line must be up to 
the task. Junior guard Randy Richard is the 
only returning starter. Junior tackle Logan 
Hulett returns after missing last season with 
back surgery. | Sophomore 
Damian Lavergne and junior 
Shannon Babineaux saw consid- 
erable action and are slated to 
start at right tackle and guard 
respectively, 

When a team generates 86 
percent of its offense through the 
air, and its top returning rusher 
was among the nation’s leading 
receivers, it's safe to say that “run- 
ning game” is a bit of a mis- 
nomer. Such is the case with 
Louisiana Tech, 

Junior John Simon carried 30 
times for 134 yards last season 
but is essentially a fifth receiver 
who lines up in the backfield. 
Junior college transfer Joseph 
Smith, a big, bruising back 
who rushed for 1,100 yards 
at New Mexico Military 
Institute, could give the Bull- 
dogs a legitimate rushing 


gets a starting assignment at the other. 

The Bulldogs were agonizingly inadequate 
in the placekicking department last fall, so 
anything should be an improvement. True 
freshman Josh Scobee will get a serious look, 
but junior Trent Wierick, who was injured 
most of last season, made all six field-goal 
attempts and 42-of-46 PATs in 1998. 

Three players will battle for the punting 
job as well. Sophomore John Pruitt, who was 
redshirted last year, has the inside track. 

With all those fleet-footed receivers, Tech 
has a number of threatening kick returners, 
even if they were not particularly dangerous 
last year. Simon returned 15 kickoffs for an 
average of 24.7 yards, while Cangelosi led the 
team with 13 punt returns for a 6.7-yard 
average. 

Bicknell knows a thing or two about offen- 
sive line play. He played for three bowl teams 
and was the center for 1984 Heisman Trophy 
winner Doug Flutie at Boston College. So he 
will take a personal interest in rebuilding the 
line. His young staff is comprised of coaches 
from every region of the country, so if diver- 
sity counts for anything, Louisiana Tech will 


have a huge edge. 


threat, should they choose to have one. 

The Bulldogs must replace the entire 
front four of a defense that allowed 165 
rushing yards per game and no runs of 
more than 35 yards. One of the new 
starters, Curtis Randall, is a converted 
linebacker. Other starters include senior 
tackle Michael Boone, sophomore end 
Carlin Thomas and redshirt freshman 
tackle Quincy Myles. Additional help 
may come from junior college transfers 
Clint Ellsworth, Jamie Nichols and 
Michael Phelps. 

At linebacker, Tech must replace lead- 
ing tackler Damon Harrington, but Brian 
Bradford and Quincy Stewart return to 
the lineup. Junior Bobby Gray, a main- 
stay at strong safety the past two years, 
will be the starter at Rover. 

Two starters return in the secondary 
along with two experienced veterans 
moving up the depth chart. Free safety 
Michael John Lenard started as a fresh- 
man and was fourth on the team in tack- 
les. Senior Rod Pernetter returns at one 
corner while freshman Willie Sheppard 


ATHLON® 


SPORTS™ 


Offense (6) 
WR 83 James Jordan (So., 1) 35 Sam Washington (Fr., 0) 
LT 73 Logan Hulett (So., 1) 74 Michael Gilmore (Fr., 0) 
LG 79 Randy Richard (So.,4) 58 Shawn Murff (Fr., 0) 
C60 Kiso Aab (So., 1) 55 Selby Brown (Jr., 0) 


RG 


75 Shannon Babineaux (So., 1) 84 


Justin Durbin (Fr., 0) 


RT 70 Damian Lavergne (Fr.,0) 78 Terrance Sykes (Jr. 0) 

TE 85 David Newman (Jr., 2) 89 Major Richmond (Fr., 0) 

QB 7 Brian Stallworth (So.,1) 14 Phillip Deas (So., 0) 

RB 26 Corey Addison (Fr., 0) 21 Arthur Jefferson (Fr., 0) 

WR_ 8 John Simon (So., 1) 6 Faheem Ali (Jr., 0) 

WR 9 Delwyn Daigre (So.,1) | 81 Sean Cangelosi (Jr., 2) 
Defense (5) 

DE 92 Carlin Thomas (Fr., 0) 36 Brandon Avance (Fr., 0) 

NG 52 Mickey Clark (Jr., 2) 91 Quincy Myles (Fr., 0) 

DT 44 Michael Boone (Jr., 1) Clint Ellsworth (Jr., 0) 

Will 5 Curtis Randall (Fr., 0) 56 Foster Bradberry (So., 1) 

Sam 42 Brian Bradford (Sr. 2) 46 Thadrick Love (Fr., 0) 

Mike41 Gerome Wallace (Fr.,0) 17 Antonio Crow (Fr., 0) 

Zip 25 Quincy Stewart (Jr, 2) | 49 Jonte Price (Fr., 0) 

CB 3 Rod Pernetter (Jr., 2) 4 Kerry Davis (So., 1) 

Rov 19 Bobby Gray (So., 1) 2 Montoya Gipson (So., 0) 

FS 10 Michael Lenard (Fr.,1) 24 Quincy Davis (Jr., 1) 

CB 20 Willie Sheppard (Fr.,0) | 34 Curtis Speller (Jr., 0) 


Special Teams 


K 28 Ross Bernal (Fr., 0) 
P 11 John Pruitt (So., 1) 
KR 8 John Simon (So., 1) 
PR 8 John Simon (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters 


NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


Western Michigan 


Broncos 


T 


hings aren't all bad at Western Michi- 
gan, where the Broncos are coming off 


a 7-5 season in the Mid-American 


Conference, which came to end with a 34—30 
loss to Marshall in the conference champi- 
onship game. 

Right off the bat trouble looms this fall as 
the team must travel to Wisconsin and Iowa 


Robert Sanford 


to open the season. And making matters 
worse, the squad must move forward without 
star quarterback Tim Lester, who set 17 
school and six conference records. Lester also 
ranks fourth all-time in NCAA Division I-A 
passing with 11,299 yards and sixth in touch- 
down passes with 87. 

But coming out of spring practice several 
months back, Western Michigan coach Gary 
Darnell didn’t seem all that worried. “When 
all is said and done, we can put 40 players on 
the field and have a pretty good team. I’m 


pleased with the spring we had.” 
cos won in a row last season, 


with three coming on the road and 
three at home. 


The number of games the Bron- 


The team returns eight starters on offense, 
and six on defense. That helps. 

New offensive coordinator Brian Rock is 
lucky to have a veteran offensive line and a 
1,000-yard rusher in Robert Sanford, who 


finished fourth among league rushers last sea- 
son (91 yards per game). Sanford, who 
topped the 100-yard mark in consecutive 
WMU wins over Eastern Michigan and Buf- 
falo, also ranks third at the school with 2,648 
career rushing yards. 

Offensive tackles Paul Lambert and Matt 
Stover, guard Jeff Hinson, and center Colin 
Greczek are all returning starters 
up front. Jake Gasaway, a sopho- 
more, has the inside track to start 
at right guard, 

Of course, replacing Lester 
wont be easy. But it appears as if 
understudy Jeff Welsh is ready to 
give it a try. The junior is poised 
and knowledgeable, even though 
he only completed three of five 
passes last season. 

What will help him, though, 
is the receiving corps, led by All- 
America candidate Steve Neal, 
who caught 74 passes last season 
for 1,113 yards and 11 touch- 
downs. He ranks fourth all-time 
in MAC receiving yards and is a 
legitimate NFL prospect. Senior 
Corey Alston (32 catches, 
720 yards) has always been a 
big-play threat, while junior 
Josh Bush emerged as a reli- 
= able option last fall. 

Irs not out of the question, people 
around the program say, for Welsh to 
have as many as a dozen options this fall, 
including a pair of tall tight ends. 

On the defensive line, Scott Karstens 
and Marty Harig have one year of experi- 
ence under their belts. They will be 
joined by Anthony Allsbury, Chris 
Browning, Larry Charleston and Chad 
Wangerin, who have all shown improve- 
ment without the benefit of much game 
experience. 

One stat worth noting: the Broncos 
rushed for 101.5 yards per game last sea- 
son, but gave up close to 176 yards per 
game, 

The linebacker position will be led by 
veteran Mario Evans and Garrett Soldano 
on the inside and Terrence Moore on the 
outside. Evans finished second on the 
team with 107 tackles last season and 
added four sacks and eight tackles for a 
loss. 

The secondary has gotten quicker and 
bigger with the addition of 6'5" safety Jer- 


maine Lewis, who sat out last year after 


lestern Michigan SID 


KR 
PR 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Gary Darnell 
2000 Prediction: 4th MAC West 


transferring from Wisconsin-Oshkosh. Lewis 
will be working alongside track teammate 
and cornerback Rashad McDade. Ronald 
Rogers is an all-conference candidate at the 
other cornerback position. Safety Brandon 
Brown and cornerback Joe Ballard are com- 
ing into their own as juniors. 

Kicker Brad Selent was the 1998 confer- 
ence special teams player of the year, but he 
lacked consistency last season. Punter Matt 
Steffen finished fourth in the conference last 
season with a 40.4 yards-per-boot average as a 
freshman. That average included five kicks of 
50 yards or longer. 

The return men are experienced and quick. 
McDade will return kicks after posting the 
conference's second-best average (24.3) last 
season. 

Rogers will back him up after returning a 
kick 88 yards for a touchdown last season 
against Toledo. Wide receivers Bush and Neal 
will return punts. 

Darnell made several changes after last sea- 
son. He promoted Rock to offensive coordi- 
nator, and hired three new assistants. Darnell, 
entering his fourth season at the school, 
hopes that will help. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (8) 


1 Steve Neal (Sr. 3) 9 Micah Zuhl (Jr., 2) 
52 Paul Lambert (Sr., 3) 76 Jon Garcia (Fr., 0) 
64 Jeff Hinson (Jr., 1) 75 Ed Boness (Fr., 0) 
61 Colin Greczek (Sr., 2) 67 Kevin Kramer (So., 0) 


69 Jake Gasaway (So., 1) 71 
60 Matt Stover (Jr. 2) 73 
86 Mobolaji Afariogun (So., 1) 80 
12 Jeff Welsh (Jr., 1) 14 
48 Scott Selzer (Sr., 3) 35 
33 Robert Sanford (Sr.,3) 22 Charles Woods UJr., 0) 
15 Corey Alston (Sr., 3) 4 Joshua Bush (Jr., 2) 


Defense (6) 


58 Scott Karstens (Sr, 2) 97 Chris Browning (So., 1) 

57 Larry Charleston (Sr.,0) 92 Larry King (Jr., 1) 

59 Marty Harig (Sr, 2) 99 Jeff Westgate (So., 0) 

53 Jared Pike (Sr., 3) 37 Anthony Allsbury (So., 4) 

56 Garrett Soldano (Sr.,3) | 55 Jason Malloy (So., 1) 

50 Mario Evans (Sr., 3) 46 Bryan Lape (So., 1) 

40 Terrence Moore (Sr.,2) 42 Jermaine Foreste (So., 1) 
2 Ronald Rogers (Jr, 2) | 31 Mike Johnson (So., 0) 

16 Wes Dodson (Jr., 2) 29. Brandon Brown (Jr., 2) 

21 Jermaine Lewis (So., 0) 7 Carlos Smith (Jr., 2) 

26 Joe Ballard (Jr., 2) 27 Rashad McDade (Jr., 2) 

Special Teams 
87 Brad Selent (Sr., 3) 
66 Matt Steffen (So., 1) 


27 Rashad McDade (Jr., 2) 
4 Joshua Bush (Jr., 2) 


Adam Cones (Jr., 0) 
C.R. Moultry (Fr., 0) 
Frank Bosworth (Sr., 3) 
Ryan Harris (Fr., 0) 
Chris Dueweke (So., 0) 


1999 Record (MAC); 7-5 (6-2) 
Waldo Stadium (30,200) 
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Cadets 


crap the Wishbone? It borders on the 

unthinkable at Army, which has run 

the option-oriented attack for nearly 

two decades. But first-year coach Todd Berry 

is orchestrating the change, hoping to install 

a precision passing attack that brought him 
success at Division I-AA Illinois State. 

Berry, former offensive coordinator at East 


Lyle Weaver 


Carolina, spent the spring getting the Cadets 
acclimated to his system, a radical departure 
from their deep-seated running roots. After 
nearly two weeks of spring workouts, Berry's 
team was adapting to having three receivers, 
not three running backs, on the field. 

“So much of this game is about playing 
with passion and excitement,” Berry says. 
“They are starting to believe they can make 


the plays.” 
Combined number of pass 


q completions posted by Army’s 


top two quarterbacks, Joe Gerena 
and Chad Jenkins, in 1999. 


Don't expect the Cadets to finish among 
the nation’s rushing leaders, as they have con- 
sistently during the Wishbone era. Army, as 
strange as it sounds, will operate out of a one- 
back set. Junior Alton McCallum, recruited 
to West Point as a fullback, is a leading can- 
didate to earn a starting nod. 


McCallum, who played at 240 pounds last 
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season, has great feet and decent speed. A 
powerful back with an explosive first step, 
McCallum rarely goes down on the first hit. 

Sophomore Josh Holden isn’t as big as 
McCallum, but he's quicker. In the Wish- 
bone, Holden would have been the ideal half- 
back. He's not particularly physical, but he 
has the speed to hit the hole fast. McCallum 
and Holden staged a close battle 
for the starting job in the spring. 

Among those with the biggest 
challenges in the spring were the 
Army offensive linemen. 
Although the Cadets return four 
starters, they had to acclimate 
themselves to pass blocking, 
something they were not called 
on to do in previous seasons. 

What used to be an oxymoron 
(Army air attack) will hold the 
key to a successful season. The 
Cadets’ offensive system, under 
coordinator John Bond, will fea- 
ture a wide-open passing game. 
Execution of that potentially 
high-scoring attack is another 
question. 

Senior Joe Gerena and 
junior Chad Jenkins, both 
adept at running the Wish- 
bone, caused Berry some 
concern before spring prac- 
tice began. But Gerena and Jenkins 


Kooistra 


Al 


quickly showed Berry they could handle i 
most aspects of the pass-oriented offense, | © 

drastic change or not. Jenkins may be the = 
better thrower — he is an accurate passer } TE 
with good arm strength, But Gerena has . 


the edge in experience. 
Developing a deep corps of receivers is 
essential. To create depth, Berry moved 


junior running back Calvin Smith to | DE 
wideout. He and junior Omari Thomp- Pu 
son are expected to become favorite tar- | pg 
gets. LB 

Irs not only the offense getting a a 
makeover. The Army defense will use a } 1g 
4-4 alignment, one designed to create } CB 
havoc and give the impression that the fe 
Cadets are blitzing on every down. 

Senior end Zac Hurst lends experience | , 
up front and is an athletic run stopper } p 
and a strong pass rusher. Among those x 


expected to make an impact in the front 
eight will be outside linebackers Derrick 
Goodwin, a senior, and Brian Zickefoose, 
a junior. 

The most celebrated member of the 


ATHLON® SporRTS™ 


WR 82 Brian Bruenton (Jr., 0) 


WR 87 Bryan Bowdish (Sr., 1) 
WR 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Todd Berry 
2000 Prediction: 8th C-USA 


unit is senior Lyle Weaver, an aggressive run- 
stopper with big-play potential. Weaver has 
become one of the conference's best defensive 
players. He missed spring workouts while 
recovering from off-season ankle surgery. 

With the moves of Goodwin and Zicke- 
foose to linebacker, the secondary has lost 
some of its depth. Finding starters at corner- 
back was a priority in the spring, but the unit 
still has senior safety Derick McNally. 

McNally has bounced back and forth 
between safety and cornerback during his 
career but is expected to land at free safety, 
where Zickefoose played in 1999. He is rangy 
(6'2", 192) and aggressive and closes quickly 
on the ball. 

One player who could get significant time 
at cornerback is senior Andrew Burke. One of 
the smallest players on the team (5'6"), Burke 
boasts speed, quickness and adequate cover 
skills. 

Army must find replacements for what was 
one of Conference USA’ better kicking 
games in 1999. Senior Brendan Mullen 
should emerge as the kicker. Either junior 
Dan McElroy or sophomore Chris Castelli 
will handle the punting. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


4 Ted Ruzicka (Sr, 0) 
74 Jared Churchill (Jr., 0) 
70 Aaron Burger (So., 0) 
57 Trent Garmon (So., 0) 
65 Craig Cunningham (So., 0) 
72 Paul Henderson (Jr., 1) 
85 Tyler Sheble (Jr., 0) 
10 Chad Jenkins (Jr, 1) 
28 Josh Holden (So., 0) 
48 Calvin Smith UUr., 1) 

3 Omari Thompson (Jr., 1) 95 Chris Pestel (So., 0) 


Defense (6) 


86 Zac Hurst (Sr. 2) 95 Clarence Holmes (Fr., 0) 
69 Randy Mitchell (Sr., 2) 77 Graham Anderson (Jr., 0) 
91 Melvin Crittle (Sr., 0) 98 Paddy Heiliger (So., 0) 
90 Ron Sporer (Sr. 3) 97 Matt Cole (Sr, 1) 
37 Derrick Goodwin (Sr., 2) 46 Warren Stewart (So., 0) 
6 Lyle Weaver (Sr., 3) 50 B.J. Wiley (Jr., 0) 
66 Jesse Waters (Sr., 1) 45 David McCracken (Sr., 1) 
36 Brian Zickefoose (Jr, 1) 42 Shane Radtke (So., 0) 
24 Brent Dial (Jr., 2) 16 Mike Sehzue (So., 0) 
4 Derick McNally (St, 3) © 13 Martin Pierce (So., 0) 
22 Andrew Burke (Sr., 3) 3 Emiko Terry (So., 0) 


Special Teams 
4 Brendan Mullen (Sr., 1) 
14 Dan MacElroy (Jr., 0) 
3 Omari Thompson (Jr., 1) 
3 Omari Thompson (Jr., 1) 


71 Mike Larkin (Sr., 2) 
76 Josh Gonzalez (Sr., 1) 
54 Brandon Calhoun (Sr. 1) 
68 Dustin Plumadore (Jr. 1) 
60 Jon Karpuk (Sr., 1) 
89 Clint Dodson (Jr., 1) 

7 Joe Gerena (Sr., 2) 
33 Alton McCallum (Jr., 1) 


1999 Record (C-USA): 3-8 (1-5) 
Michie Stadium (39,929) 


CoLLEGE FooTBALL 2000 


Tulane 


Green Wave 


ulane coach Chris Scelfo is due for a 
T break. Scelfo inherited the Green Wave 

from former coach Tommy Bowden 
after the 1998 season, which ended 12-0 
with a victory in the Liberty Bowl and was 
the most successful in the program's history. 
Scelfo struggled with the departures of key 
personnel who completed their eligibility, 


Patrick Ramsey 


and finished 3-8. 

“Last fall that lack of leadership and the 
transition (of coaching staffs) was tough on 
everybody,” Scelfo says. “There were a lot of 
new 9 . 


The number of points the 

D re Wave was outscored by 

in its last five games, all losses. 
Tulane was outscored 202-83 during 
that stretch, including 101-14 in back- 


to-back losses to East Carolina and 
Memphis. 


Since then, it hasn't gotten too much 
brighter. Scelfo endured a busy off-season 
with player suspensions and an in-house 
investigation. Three top players, running 
backs Toney Converse and Michael Burks and 
linebacker Noel Ellis, were suspended. If they 
return, Scelfo will be one step closer to getting 
the Green Wave back to a bowl. If not, it 
could be a frustrating fall in New Orleans. 

So much for hitting the Superdome turf 
running. Converse, Derrick Joseph and John 


Wilson, the team’s top three rushers in 1999, 
are not expected to be in the backfield this sea- 
son. Scelfo had not determined Converse’s sta- 
tus as spring practice ended. Joseph, a 
quarterback last year, was moved to wide 
receiver, and Wilson switched to defensive 
back. That promoted Jeff Sanchez, who 
changes positions with Wilson. Sanchez 
played defensive back as a fresh- 
man because of injuries in the 
secondary, but he has the instincts 
to play in the backfield. 

The Green Wave offensive 


linemen are more suited to pass 


passing quarterbacks, but left 
tackle Bernard Robertson has 
run-blocking skills as well. There 
was not a huge drop-off in offen- 
sive production after the Green 
Wave lost one of the program's 
best quarterbacks, Shaun King. 
Patrick Ramsey stepped in and 
stepped up. He is a traditional 
dropback quarterback who had 
one of the most successful sea- 
sons in school history. 

Tulane’s receivers are not as 
dangerous as they were two 
years ago, but Kerwin Cook 
and Adrian Burnette are 
dependable. Zander Robin- 
son has the speed to spread the field, but 
was trouble catching passes. 

Tight end Mike Truax, who comes 
from a family of Tulane football players 
(dad, uncle and cousin are lettermen), 
could become more involved in the pass- 
ing game if the final two games of 1999 
are an indication. He caught six passes 
last season, all coming in the final two 
games. Truax is mostly a blocking tight 
end, but he does have pass-catching skills. 

By far the lowest-ranked rushing 
defense in the league, Tulane must shore 
up gaping holes if it expects to begin 
competing for another C-USA crown. 
Tulane allowed an astonishing 32 touch- 
down runs, nearly three per game. 

Defensive end Kenan Blackmon is 
probably the key to how the Green Wave 
fares up front. He should become more 
intimidating as he grows more comfort- 
ably into his 6'5" frame. 

The anchor of the Green Wave defense 
is smallish linebacker Jerry Phillips 
(5'11", 232). Phillips is not physically 
imposing or especially quick, but he has a 


Dave Preston 


! 


blocking after playing in front of 


FB 27 Brant Hocke (So., 1) 


‘DE 85 Floyd Dorsey (So., 4) 
‘DT 97 Mitch Mouton (Sr., 3) 
OT 54 Marton Tickles | (So., 1) 
DE 94 Kenan Blackmon |(So.,1) 4 Glenn Lemoine (Jr., 2) 
LB 34 David Dorsey (Jr., 2) 
LB 30 Jerry Philips (St, 3) 
LB 42. Corey Jones (Sr., 3) 
cB. 415 Tim Carter (Sr, 3) 
SS 18 Te 
| FS 4 Quentin Brown (So,, 1) 
CB 2 Jamal Jones (Jr., 2) 


knack for being where the ball is. Unlike 
Phillips, Ellis is physically imposing. It is his 
presence and the attention he draws from 
blockers that gives Phillips opportunities to 
make plays. Unlike its rush defense, Tulane’s 
pass defense was respectable. It ranked among 
the conference’s top four units, but it will 
have to show improvement. Tulane’s sec- 
ondary was exploited at the end of the season. 

Defensive end Floyd Dorsey isn’t particu- 
larly big, but he uses his quickness to fight 
through blocks. Quentin Brown played some 
at cornerback last season but is moving to free 
safety, where he’s more comfortable. 

Cornerback Tim Carter was a bright spot 
in the spring. He'll keep quarterbacks honest 
with his solid cover skills and may be danger- 
ous in the Green Wave's defensive scheme 
under coordinator Pete McGinnis. McGinnis 
added a few different wrinkles last fall to an 
attacking philosophy that forced opposing 
quarterbacks to make quick reads. 

There may not be a better kicking game in 
the conference. Seth Marler is C-USA’s top 
returning kicker, Casey Roussel is the league's 
top returning punter. John Wilson, a 5'5" 
speedster, will return kickoffs and punts. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


83 Adrian Burnette (Sr, 3) 25 James Dunn (Fr., 0) 


(3 i? a7) Berard Robertson (Sr., 3)61 Derick Bugg (So., 1) 


75 Chrys Bullock (Jr., 2). 
66 Torle Taulli (Jr,, 2) 
‘TA Charles Cal 


67 Mark Tyler (Jr., 0) 
62 Brendon Drysdale (Fr., 0) 
a 53 Bryson Westbrook (Sr., 2) 
60. Seth Zaunbrecher (So., 0) 
, 87 Tim Pinter (Fr., 0) 
4. John Wilson (Sr., 3) 
17 J.P. Losman (Fr., 0) 
21 Genario Reshard (Jr., 2) 
43° Mike Truax (Sr, 2) 
Defense (8) 
59 Ryan Brewer (Jr., 2) 


81 Terence Tarver (Fr., 0) 
98 Domonick Crockett (Sr., 3) 


Patrick Ramsey (Jr, 4) 
eff Sanchez (So., 1) 


40 Daniel Nevil (Fr., 0) 
62 J,R. Mouton (Jr., 0) 
39 Delando Davis (Jr., 2) 
4 John Wilson (Sr., 3) 
24 Sam Knight (Sr, 3) 
33 Meldon Bames (Jr. 2) 
_ 19 Trey Godfrey (So., 0) 


Special Teams 


y Fontenot (So., 4) 


“KT Seth Marler (So., 4). 

P36 Casey Roussel (Jr., 1) 
KR 1 John Wilson (Sr., 3) 
PR 1 John Wilson (Sr., 3) 


NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Chris Scelfo 
2000 Prediction: 9th C-USA 


1999 Record (C-USA): 3-8 (1-5) 
Louisiana Superdome (69,767) 
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wo years ago UCF basked in the 
T national spotlight with a 9-2 record 

and a Heisman Trophy candidate. But 
last year the Golden Knights returned to the 
harsh reality of Division I-A independence 
with a 4-7 record. It is likely that many oppo- 
nents will regard the team as little more than 
a bump in the road in 2000. 


Vic Penn 


Third-year coach Mike Kruczek hopes 
that’s the case because he thinks he has a team 
that can return to the winner's circle. “We've 
always had good players at the skill positions 
and that’s the case again this year,” says 
Kruczek. “The problem last season was that 
we had to play guys that should have red- 
shirted. But now those players have experi- 
ence and we've recruited some guys that are 
capable of playing right away, so we could be 
much improved.” 


The attendance of the Pur- 
due/Central Florida game in 
the season opener. The second 
largest home crowd in UCF history. 


The Golden Knights are looking for a 
breakout year from tailback Edward Mack, 
who is the team’s top returnee with 92.7 all- 
purpose yards per game. Mack knows the 
system inside and out, and his slashing style 
is well-suited to Kruczek’s spread offense. 
He'll be challenged by junior Omari 
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Central Florida 
Golden Knights 


Howard, a stout back used primarily in goal- 
line situations. 

Leading UCF's huge offensive line will be 
senior center Chris Lorenti, a three-year 
starter who Kruczek says is a bona fide NFL 
prospect. The Golden Knights also have John 
Beauchamp and Garrett McCray returning at 
guard, where Kurt Baumann is a battle-tested 
backup. Sophomores Brian Huff 
and John Wimberly held onto 
their tackle slots in spring prac- 
tice, but they will be pressured by 
jucos Patrick Jenrette and Alex 
Hernandez. 

Freshman tight end Michael 
Gaines, who originally enrolled 
at Alabama, adds a new dimen- 
sion. He blocks like a lineman, 
runs like a receiver and has excel- 
lent hands. 

Vic Penn didn't make people 
forget Daunte Culpepper, but he 
proved to be a capable quarter- 
back who could have a big year in 
his senior season, Penn completed 
57.6 percent of his passes and 
threw for more than 3,000 yards. 
At 6'1", 180, he is not an 
imposing figure, but he is 
mobile, durable and sees the 
field well. Last year he 
attempted 455 passes, 53 
more than Culpepper did the year before. 
If all goes according to plan, Penn's total 
attempts will be in the 390-400 range. 

UCF must replace Charles Lee, who 
led the team with 87 receptions. Look for 
Tyson Hinshaw and Kenny Clark to fill 
that void as the duo combined for 111 
catches and 1,386 yards. 

On the defensive side, junior Tony 
Hardman, who registered 47 tackles and 
a team-high five sacks, is the only return- 
ing starter at linebacker. Junior Tito 
Rodriguez was moved inside during 
spring drills, but that’s not necessarily a 
done deal. He will be pressured by red- 
shirt freshman Dwight Perkins and 
highly touted John Andrews, an aggres- 
sive player who could turn into a stand- 
out as a true freshman. 

The quick and athletic line is also 
youthful. In other words, it’s not particu- 
larly fearsome. Tackle Josh McKibben 
was second on the team with 70 tackles. 
He will be joined by senior Jeff Mauldin, 
who missed spring drills after undergoing 
arthroscopic knee surgery. The right end 


Paul Chapman 
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WR 13 Tyson Hinshaw (Sr., 2) 


WR 88 Kenny Clark (Sr., 3) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER afier class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Mike Kruczek 
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position belongs to redshirt freshman Don 
Page. Elton Patterson will reside at left end. 

Three returning starters give the Golden 
Knights a strong and talented secondary. 
Strong safety and leading tackler Damian 
Demps returns. He is joined by junior free 
safety Ricot Joseph. Davin Bush returns at 
one corner while junior Travis Fisher replaces 
the departed Jeff Fye at the other. 

Javier Beorlegui will pull double duty as 
punter and placekicker. He averaged 40.3 
yards per punt but misfired on 10-of-20 field 
goal attempts. 

Kruczek held spring practice early this year 
as drills concluded on March 11. This 
allowed injured players more time for rehab, 
created a longer off-season strength program 
and avoided a conflict with final exams. 

“We were also able to give our players a 
refresher course while the 1999 season was 
still in their minds,” says Kruczek. “Kids have 
a tendency to forget, in terms of knowledge 
and technique.” 

If the youthful Golden Knights show up 
stronger and smarter, they may very well 
point to the early spring sessions as their 
springboard to success. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


16 Jimmy Fryzel (So., 1) 
Patrick Jenrette (Jr., 0) 
68 Kurt Baumann (Sr., 2) 
51 Chance Hutto (So., 1) 
66 Willie Comerford (Jr., 1) 


72 John Wimberly (So., 1) 
78 Garrett McCray (So., 1) 
76 Chris Lorenti (Sr., 3) 

69 John Beauchamp (Sr., 3) 


73 Brian Huff (So., 4) Alex Hernandez (So., 0) 
Michael Gaines (Fr.,0) 83 Mario Jackson (So., 1) 
12 Vic Penn (Sr., 1) Ryan Schneider (Fr., 0) 


23 Edward Mack (Sr., 3) 
31 Dwight Collins (Sr., 3) 


22 Omari Howard (Jr., 2) 
34 Sean Gaudion (So., 1) 
25 Britt McGriff (So., 1) 


Defense (6) 
90 Don Page (Fr., 0) 92 Brent Bolar (Fr., 0) 
85 Jeff Mauldin (Sr., 3) 60 Jake McKibben (So., 1) 


95 Josh McKibben (Jr., 2) 
97 Elton Patterson (So., 1) 
46 Willie Davis (Jr., 1) 


80 Fred Harley (Sr., 3) 
99 Mike Hulsman Ur, 2) 
53 Brandon Greenlee (So., 1) 


44 Tito Rodriguez (Jr., 2) 55 Dwight Perkins (Fr., 0) 
15 Tony Hardman (Jr, 2) 56 Rachaud Smith (Sr., 3) 
11 Davin Bush (Sr., 3) 28 Asante Samuel (So., 1) 
10 Damian Demps (Sr.,3) 18 Elliot Shorter (Jr., 2) 
41 Ricot Joseph (Jt, 1) 27 Tommy Shavers (Sr., 2) 


2 Travis Fisher (Jr., 1) 33 Commer Rucker (Fr., 0) 
Special Teams 
39 Javier Beorlegui (Jr., 2) 
39 Javier Beorlegui (Jr., 2) 
23 Edward Mack (Sr., 3) 
25 Britt McGriff (So., 1) 


1999 Record (independent): 4-7 
Florida Citrus Bowl (70,188) 
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Ball State 


Cardinals 


he 1996 season must seem like ancient 

history to Ball State coach Bill Lynch, 

who hasn't had a winning campaign 
since then. And after going winless in 1999, 
and finishing last in the Mid-American Con- 
ference’s West Division, Lynch is ready to put 
the trouble behind him. “We are continuing 
to work very hard to return Ball State football 
to its tradition-rich level,” Lynch says. 


Brian Conn 
That last came four seasons ago, when 
Lynch guided the Cardinals to an 8-4 record 
and berth in the Las Vegas Bowl. But it’s been 
all downhill from there, with five wins in 
1997, one in 1998 and zip last year. 
YY INTs last season, one by Steve 
Monson and the other by Byron Dri- 
ver, who has been lost to graduation. 


The Cardinals only had two 


Part of the problem last season was youth. 
Thirty-seven of the 60 players who traveled to 
Bowling Green for the season finale last sea- 
son were either freshmen or sophomores. 
And of the 22 starters, 10 were in their first or 
second year. 

For a team that needs all the help it can get, 
a new football training facility on campus has 
everyone excited. For one thing, it will 
increase stadium capacity by about 2,000. 
But it’s also designed to produce better ath- 
letes. That's what Lynch is hoping for. 


“That makes us feel good about the future 
of Ball State football,” Lynch says. 

But returning the program to prominence 
will take more than that. Ball State has won 
three conference championships in the last 11 
seasons. Getting out of the MAC cellar this 
fall may be enough cause for celebration. And 
with a team dominated by juniors and seniors 
and 14 returning starters, that seems possible. 
It will be ugly at the start, 
though, as the Cardinals open at 
Florida on Sept. 2. They also play 
formidable Western Illinois and 
Kansas State in weeks two and 
three, respectively. 

Returning tailback Nick 
Dunbar will lead the way 
behind veteran fullback Scott 
Volk and four returning offen- 
sive linemen. The line should 
serve as the strength of the 
offense. Dunbar rushed for 590 
yards and four scores in his first 
season. Everyone will be asked 
to step up this time around; 
fewer than 98 yards per game on 
the ground in 1999 contributed 
mightily to the doughnut in 
the win column. 

Junior quarterback Brian 
Conn is back after throwing 
for 1,525 yards last season 
with 10 touchdowns. He also 
threw 14 interceptions, but made signifi- 
cant progress in the second half of last 
season. Against Ohio, he completed his 
first 14 passes and 17-of-19 in the game, 
which was the second-best single-game 
completion percentage in school history. 

Backup quarterback Clay Walters will 
play wide receiver this fall, but the team’s 
top returning receiver is Jermaine Jordan, 
who played in a reserve role last year and 
only caught 15 passes for 234 yards and 
two touchdowns. David Westbrook 
caught 14 passes for 125 yards and two 
scores. 

The defense gave up 235 rushing yards 
per game last season, and that’s too much. 
Three returning linemen should shore 
that up a bit. Rachman Crable, Mark 
Zackery and Sunungura Rusununguko 
will anchor the unit. Behind them will be 
Shaka Johnson, the lone returning start- 
ing linebacker. Johnson was the second- 
leading tackler last year with 98. 

Even with only two interceptions, the 
pass defense last season wasn't all that bad, 


Ball State Photographic Services 


DE 
DT 
oT 
DE 


KR 
PR 


WR 87 Jermaine Jordan (Sr., 2) 82 David Westbrook (Jr., 1) 
LT 74 Aaron Johnson (Sr, 3) 70 Brian Whalen Ur. 1) 
LG 79 David Miller (So., 1) 62 Travis Barclay (Fr., 0) 

C 73 Jeff Thiel (Sr., 3) 63 Nate Boyd (Jr., 1) 

RG 59 Chad Ludwig (Sr., 3) 65 Shane Smith (Jr., 1) 

RT 61 John Moore (Jr., 2) 67 Lavar Charleston (Jr., 1) 
TE 96 Doug Nelson (Sr., 3) 95 Tim Streit (So.,1 ) 

QB 9 Brian Conn (Jr, 2) 415 Talmadge Hill (Fr., 0) 
FB 38 Scott Volk (So., 1) 48 Tony DelAngel (Jr., 2) 
TB 26 Nick Dunbar (So., 1) 44 Marcus Merriweather (So., 1) 
WR 83 Sean Schembra (So., 1) 4 Jamar Cottee (Jr., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Bill Lynch 
2000 Prediction: Sth MAC West 
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allowing roughly 169 yards per game. And it 
could get even better this fall with the return 
of three starters, Chikosi Bell, Pete Smith and 
Jade Winchell. 

Both last season’s punter and_ part-time 
kicker are gone. That leaves Thomas Pucke to 
handle the kicking chores, while freshman 
Phil Cunningham is the likely punter. Sean 
Schembra, who returned 22 kicks last year for 
a 22-yard average, is back. He collected 156 
return yards in the final game of last season, 
which was the fourth-best single-game effort 
in school history. But the team’s top punt 
returner, Adrian Reese, is gone and will have 
to be replaced. Reese finished his career with 
the fourth-most receiving yards in Cardinal 
history. 

Lynch is gearing up for his sixth season at 
Ball State, and he's not making excuses about 
what happened in the past. “No matter how 
positive a spin we put on it, we lost,” he says. 
Lynch was highly successful in his first seven 
seasons as a head coach. He led Butler to a 
conference crown four out of five seasons and 
guided Ball State to 15-8 record in his first 
two years in Muncie. But the 45-year old has 
a tough road to navigate this time around. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


Defense (7) 


92 Rachman Crable (Jr.,2) 76 Evan Triggs (Sr., 1) 
72 Mark Zackery (Jt., 2) 51 Matt Messaros (Sr., 3) 
66 Sunungura Rusununguko (Sr, 3)56 Merco Hietberg (Fr., 0) 


53 Rob Mayzer (So., 1) 46 Jonas Williams (So., 1) 

24 Nate Andrews (Sr., 3) 3 Alger Boswell (Jr., 2) 

36 Allen Lidy (Jr. 2) 91 Brent Walker (Jr., 2) 

58 Shaka Johnson (Jr, 2) 99 Bayette George (Jr., 2) 
8 Vernard Alsberry (Jr, 2) 35 Cornelius Bowick (Jr, 1) 

31 Steve Monson (So.,1) 30 Jeremy Coleman (So., 1) 

17 Jade Winchell (So.,1) 11 Pete Smith (Sr. 3) 

13 Chickaro Martin (Jr, 1) 33 Chikosi Bell (Sr., 1) 


Special Teams 


41 Thomas Pucke (Jr., 2) 

34 Phil Cunningham (Fr., 0) 
83 Sean Schembra (So., 1) 
83 Sean Schembra (So., 1) 


1999 Record (MAC): 0-11 (0-8) 
Ball State Stadium (23,600) 
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San Jose State 


Spartans 


hat does San Jose State coach Dave 
Baldwin need to help turn things 
around in his fourth year in the 


Silicon Valley? For starters, how about fewer 
injuries, not to mention a little luck? 

The Spartans return 13 starters from a 
squad that went 3-7 overall and finished sev- 
enth with a 1-5 mark in Western Athletic 


Deonce Whitaker 


Conference play. 

Wait a minute. Three plus seven equals 10. 
Dont most Division I-A teams play at least 
11 games? Well, the Spartans had one of their 
home games against SMU canceled when a 
stadium power transformer blew up shortly 
before kickoff. 

“And it was Homecoming, too,” Baldwin 
says. “It was one of those years.” 


Number of rushing touch- 

downs allowed by the Spar- 

tans in just 10 games last 
season. 


But even worse was the injury bug which 
hit the Spartans right after San Jose State 
upset Rose Bowl-bound Stanford, 44-39, to 
improve its record to 3-2. In the next two 
weeks, eleven Spartan starters went down 
with injuries. “We could barely practice,” 
Baldwin says. The Spartans went on to lose 
their final five games by an average of 34.4 
points. 
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The big question regarding the Spartans’ 
running game will be the health — there's 
that word again — of star tailback Deonce 
Whitaker. The 5'6" Whitaker, a two-time All- 
WAC selection and the NCAA record-holder 
for single-season kickoff return yardage, sat 
out spring practice following neck surgery. 

The offensive line, led by junior All-WAC 
left tackle Chris Fe’esago, sopho- 
more right tackle Tim Provost 
and highly touted juco transfer 
Joel Tautuaa at right guard, has 
good size and experience. “We 
think we're as talented as we've 
ever been on the offensive line,” 
Baldwin says. 

The big key for the Spartans 
will be determining who will 
replace Chris Kasteler at quarter- 
back. Baldwin has no shortage of 
solid candidates. Sophomore 
Marcus Arroyo, who started five 
games in 1998 and then red- 
shirted in 1999, would appear to 
be the front-runner, although 
junior Brennan Crooks backed 
up Kasteler last season and fresh- 
man Ryan Sorahan, a transfer 
from Cal, was considered one 
of the top prep quarterback 
prospects on the West Coast | 
as a senior. 

Whoever gets the starting job will be 
throwing to a deep, experienced group of 
receivers led by seniors Shawn Green and 
Waking Bailey and junior Casey LeBlanc. 

After allowing a disastrous 243.4 yards 
per game on the ground in 1999, Bald- 
win wisely decided to make some big 
changes in his defense. 

“We were 114th in the nation in run 
defense,” Baldwin says. “We couldn't fin- 
ish any deeper. But I take part of the 
blame because I wanted to switch to a flex 
defense. And it didn't work very well.” 

So Baldwin hired Paul Arslanian, who 
has 21 years of experience as a defensive 
coordinator at the college level, to try and 
turn things around. 

“We'll be very multiple on defense,” 
Baldwin says. “We'll be moving guys F 
around. We are not a flex package any- } p 
more. We'll be much more aggressive. I’m 
very excited with what Paul has done.” 

Besides the new defensive scheme, it 
will be pretty much a new group in the 
front seven with senior Josh Parry, a three- 
year starter the only real returning starter. 
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WR 6 Shawn Green (Sr, 3) 
jhe 74 Chris Fe'esago (Jr., 2) 
LG 74 Jeremy Dominguez (St, 
vee 64 Bruno Contreras (Jr, 2) 56 Bill Berg (Jt, 0) 
RG 78 Joel Tautuaa (Jr, 0) 66 

ORT 59 Tim Provost (So., 1) 
TE 88 Sean Brewer (Sr., 2) 
QB 2 Marcus Arroyo 
“1B 24. Deonce Whitaker (Sr., 2) 341 Darian Morton (Sr., 1) 
WR 1 Casey LeBlanc (Jr, 2) 
“WR 19 Waking Bailey (Sr., 3) 


DE 93 Kevin Michaelis (St., 2) 
‘DT 54 Edgar Nava (Sr. 0) 
DT 76 ‘Bryan Yeager (Sr, 1) 
DE 98 Tim Mathewson (r., 2) 
‘LB 35 Ron Ockimey (Sr., 4) 
LB 48 Josh Parry (Sr., 3) 
‘LB 90. Marshall Blount (Sr., 1) 
CB 24 Dorae Lewis (Sr, 4) 
$s 34 ‘Kenny Sanchez (Sr, 2) 
FS 30 Travis Seaton (Sr., 3) 
CB 23 Carlos Koustas (So., 4) 


Head Coach: Dave Baldwin 
2000 Prediction: 7th WAC 


The Spartans are also expecting big things 
out of senior defensive tackles Bryan Yeager 
and Edgar Nava, who seems to be rounding 
back into form after a knee injury two years 
ago. 

The Spartans allowed 20 passing touch- 
downs a year ago and intercepted just six 
passes. 

Dorae Lewis and Carlos Koustas both 
return at corner, although Baldwin was experi- 
menting with the idea of moving the hard-hit- 
ting Koustas to free safety. 

San Jose State had 22 quarterback sacks a 
year ago, and Baldwin is hoping that senior 
Marshall Blount, moved to outside linebacker 
in the spring, can use his explosive speed off 
the corner to create havoc in opposing back- 
fields. 

The Spartans lost a good one in All-WAC 
punter Tim Morgan, who also handled the 
placekicking duties. 

Nick Gilliam, who kicked a 58-yard field 
goal in high school, and true freshman John 
Wall, will compete for the placekicking job. 
Redshirt freshman Bryce Partridge and true 
freshman Matthew Witcher will battle for 
punting duties. 


Depth Chart 
_ Offense (8) 
8 Rashied Davis (Jr., 0) 


72. Scott Vandygrift (So., 1) 
Sr, 1) 77 Jose Gomez (Jr., 2) 


Contreras (Fr., 0) 
70 Joseph Hayes (Fr., 0) 
89 Jesse Rogers (Sr., 1) 
(So.,1) 9 Brennan Crooks (Jr., 1) 
3 Edell Shepherd (Jr., 0) 
Charles Pauley (Jr., 0) 


Defense (5) 


67 Chris Tandy (Sr., 1) 
75 John Hammer (Sr., 2) 
54. Daniel Mauga (Jr., 2) 
61 Ali Zandi (So., 0) 

7 Zack Rance (So., 4) 
65 Joe Pereira (Fr., 0) 
20 Luke LaHerran (Jr., 2) 
12 Ricky Lavender (Jr., 0) 
18 Melvin Cook (Fr., 0) 
32. Neil Parry (So., 0) 
11 Willie Adams (Jr., 0) 


Special Teams 


13 Nick Gilliam (So., 0) John Wall (Fr., 0) 
97 Bryce Partridge (Fr., 0) Matthew Witcher (Fr., 0) 


KR 24 Deonce | Whitaker (Sr., 2) 
PR 19 Waking Bailey (Sr., 3) 
1 (#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER ‘after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (WAC); 3-7 7 (4-5) 
Spartan Stadium (30,456) 
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he Bowling Green Falcons finished last 
season 5-6 overall with only a 3-5 
mark in the Mid-American Confer- 
ence. But they won their last three games, and 
that’s a good place to start. Still, to do more 
this fall, coach Gary Blackney knows his team 
must improve in several areas. 
“One of the things that we did offensively 


— 


Kurt Gerling 


in the early years was protect the football,” he 
says. “We hurt ourselves a lot last year by not 
taking care of the ball. We also hurt ourselves 
on defense by not tackling very well. These 
are fundamental things that are correctable.” 


Coach Gary Blackney has 
hired five new assistant 
coaches: offensive coordinator 
Tom Lichtenberg, special teams/line- 
backers coach Al Seamonson, running 
backs coach Brian Jenkins, offensive 
line/tight ends coach Ron Hudson and 
defensive line coach Mike Ward. 


Blackney also wants to see a more physical 
team, one that imposes its will on opponents. 
To open the season at Michigan may not help 
much, but a home game against Pittsburgh in 
the second week will be a great test. 

“Let's face it; we would love to win any of 
those games on the front end of our schedule, 
but we can’t judge ourselves by the outcome 
of the Michigan game,” Blackney says. 
“What is most important is how fast we come 


CC” 


out of the blocks in our first three MAC 
games. Those games are what will define our 
season.” 

Joe Alls, Godfrey Lewis and John Gibson 
are proven tailbacks. Alls and Lewis com- 
bined for 1,092 yards and 10 touchdowns last 
season. The fullback position, however, is up 
in the air. 

The offensive line is also a bit 
unsettled. Seniors Rob Fehrman 
and Eric Curl return, but the 
other three starters must be 
replaced. Still, the coach isn’t too 
worried. 

“We've recruited well in those 
areas, and we have some players 
with experience that are ready to 
step up and take over those posi- 
tions,” Blackney says. “Some of 
the players we have in the wings 
are more athletic. It’s just a mat- 
ter of game experience.” 

Sophomore quarterback Andy 
Sahm will lead the passing attack. 
He threw for 300 yards in his 
first collegiate start, a win over 
rival Toledo, and started for 
much of the remainder of the 
season, 

Sahm’s best targets will be 
Kurt Gerling and Aaron 
Alexander. Gerling, the 
MAC Freshman of the Year in 1998, had 
53 catches for 775 yards last year, leading 
the team in both categories, and was | © 
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named the team’s offensive MVP. Alexan- a 
der came into his own last year, catching } TE 
35 balls and giving the Falcons yet | 98 
another threat. . 
One area of concern is tight end. But | wr 
an interesting wrinkle could be senior 
Ricky Schneider, who began last season as | pE 
the starting quarterback. DT 
He could be moved to an H-back posi- 4 
tion and used as a thrower, runner or | 1B 
receiver. LB 
Linebacker Joe O'Neill is gone after a ms 
solid career, but the bulk of the starters | ss 
return. Senior Brandon Hicks and juniors } FS 
Ryan Wingrove and Malcolm Robinson | ™ 
all return on the line, along with D,J. 


Durkin, who struggled with injuries for | 5 
much of the season. Hicks, a nose guard | KR 
who emerged as a team leader, shared } PR 
team defensive MVP honors with 
O'Neill. 

Linebackers Khary Campbell and 
Garry Fisher are also back, while sopho- 


mores Chris Haneline and Geno Burden 
should compete for time. Blackney thinks he 
has one of the best defensive fronts he’s had in 
a long time. 

A pair of junior safeties, Chad Long and 
Karl Rose, are back with another year of expe- 
rience under their belts. But the cornerback 
position is not as solid. 

“Tes no secret that we've had trouble cover- 
ing people,” Blackney says. “That’s been an 
Achilles heel for us for a long time. It’s a 
tough position to play, and those guys are 
hard to find.” 

Sophomore punter Pat Fleming returns 
after a solid initial season, but kicker Jason 
Strasser is gone after four years in the starting 
role. 

Strasser capped his senior season with an 
appearance in the East-West Shrine Bowl. 
Freshman Shaun Suisham could be the 
replacement. 

Blackney begins his 10th season at Bowling 
Green having guided his teams to a record of 
5841-2 overall, which includes a winning 
percentage in MAC play of almost 64 per- 
cent. His 58 victories rank him third on the 
school’s all-time list. 


Offense (4) 
12 Aaron Alexander (Sr., 2) 85 Joe Fisher (So., 0) 
79 Rob Fehrman (Sr., 3) 69 Frank Kaiser (Fr. 0) 
68 Mike Bodnar (Jr., 1) 36 Jon Mazur (Fr., 0) 
63 Eric Curl (Sr, 3) 74 Ryan Lucas (Fr., 0) 
66 Greg Kupke (So., 1) 71 Matt Tyla (Sr., 1) 
77 Eric Gilbo (Sr., 0) 78 Dennis Wendel (So., 1) 
84 Jason Van Dam (Fr.,0) 86 Ross Durham (So., 1) 


15 Andy Sahm (So., 1) 1 Ricky Schneider (Sr., 3) 


22 Joe Alls (So., 1) 25 Godfrey Lewis (Jr., 2) 
40 Eric Clark (Jr. 1) 32 Doug Kingsbury (Jr., 0) 
4 Kurt Gerling (Jr., 2) 31 Andre Pinchem (Fr., 0) 


Defense (7) 


90 Ryan Wingrove (Jr.,1.) | 93 Alex Glantzis (So., 1) 

97 Malcolm Robinson (Jr, 1) 88 D.J. Owchar (So., 1) 

92 Brandon Hicks (Sr, 2) 88 D.J. Owchar (So., 1) 

44 D.J. Durkin (Sr., 3) 51 Larry Witherspoon (So., 0) 
2 Khary Campbell (Jr., 2) 35 Mitch Hewitt (Fr., 0) 


49 Chris Della Vella (Jr, 1) | 50 Chris Haneline (So., 1) 
10 Garry Fisher (Jr, 2) 33 Geno Burden (So., 1) 
3 Karl Rose (Jr. 1) 38 Justin Turk (So., 0) 
26 Chad Long (Jr., 2) 34 Andre Davis (So., 1) 
9 Sergio Lund (Jr., 2) 37 Jerry Wagner (So., 1) 
24 Ken Dobbs (Sr., 3) 30 Mike Malone (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 


11 Shaun Suisham (Fr., 0) 
48 Pat Fleming (So., 1) 

12 Aaron Alexander (Sr., 2) 
12 Aaron Alexander (Sr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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ou gotta believe. To hear first-year 
Y Tulsa head coach Keith Burns tell it, 
the key to turning around a Golden 
Hurricane football program that has had 
eight straight losing seasons, including a dis- 
mal 2-9 mark last year, will be more mental 
than physical. 
“The biggest thing is getting our players to 


Josh Blankenship 


believe that they can do it, that they can turn 
things around in a year just like Hawaii did in 
our conference last year,” Burns says. “We 
haven't had success here lately, but in the early 
’90’s we had a bowl team here. So success has 
been accomplished here before. And it can be 
done again.” 


Number of quarterback sacks 
allowed by Tulsa’s offensive 
line last season. 


Burns, who spent the last two years as 
defensive coordinator at Arkansas and was a 
finalist for the Broyles Award as the nation’s 
top assistant coach, signed a five-year contract 
in replacing popular Dave Rader. 

One of the top priorities for Burns is to 
improve Tulsa’s anemic running game, which 
averaged a woeful 114.4 yards per game in 
1999. “That’s one of the keys,” Burns says. 
“They've been more of a spread, wide-open 
offense. Our approach is that we want to be 
more physical up front.” 
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Tulsa 


Golden Hurricane 


The offensive line must be rebuilt. Only 
three starters return, center Steve Schiller, 
guard Steve Wiedower and tackle Kevin Shaf- 
fer. Both Schiller and Wiedower earned All- 
WAC honorable mention honors and have 
combined for 51 starts. 

Junior Ken Bohanon and freshman Jorma 
Bailey head what Burns feels is a talented 
group of running backs, but D.]. 
Barnett and a couple more highly 
touted true freshmen, Donte’ 
Hart of Garland, Texas and Eric 
Richardson of Duncanville, 
Texas, could work their way into 
the lineup. 

Burns believes the passing 
attack will be the strength of his 
team, and for good reason. Two 
quarterbacks who started last sea- 
son, sophomore Josh Blanken- 
ship and senior Michael Wall, 
return. 

Wall, who started the first six 
games of the season before going 
down with a knee injury, com- 
pleted 62.7 percent of his passes 
last season. Blankenship, a former 
Oklahoma prep Player of the 
Year at nearby Tulsa Union 
High School, started the final 
five games of 1999 for the 


Golden Hurricane after 
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» ss . . WR 89 Corey Brown (Sr., 3 85 Brandon Birks (So., 0) 
Wall's Injury and was UIT PECSSIVE enough WR 4 Terrance “ai iB 0) 88 Andrew LeCrone (Sr., 2) 
to garner WAC Freshman of the Year || tr 75 Jake Stoetzner(So.,1) 70 Tony Katie (Fr., 0) 
honors. LG 63 Brock Anderson (So.,1) 68 Ron Frederick (Fr., 0) 

Pee ar. yeal*stalent? Burns Sayecee C 65 Steve Schiller (Sr., 3) 62 Anthony Taylor (So., 0) 
. , y RG 61 Steve Wiedower (Sr.,3) 73 Jason Daniluk (So., 0) 
Blankenship. “He's a winner.” RT 72 Kevin Shaffer (Jr, 2) | 67 Phil Franks (Sr., 0) 
Tulsa is also loaded at wide receiver, | T 9% Keith Carey (Sr. 3) Sato eben) 


Senior Corey Brown has big-play ability 
to go with good size (6'1", 190) and has 
10 career starts under his belt. He was 
timed at 4.4 in the forty in the spring. 
Burns is also expecting big things from 
senior transfer Terrance Smalls, who was 
the 1998 Big Ten Conference Newcomer 
of the Year while attending Illinois, and 


junior Donald Shoals, who had 30 


QB 
RB 


catches last season. Lc 
Burns’ strength as a defensive coordi- . 


nator at schools like Arkansas and USC 
came in molding defenses that were 
tough to run against. And that’s some- 
thing the Golden Hurricane defense, 
which surrendered an average of 188.5 
yards per game on the ground as well as 
allowing 24 rushing touchdowns, hasn’t 
been able to claim of late. 

One key hire for Burns after landing 


K 
Pp 
KR 
PR 


ATHLON® SPoRTS™ 


WR 87 Donald Shoals (Jr., 1) 2 


LE 92 Chris Odom (Sr., 3) 53 Sammy Umobong (Fr., 0) 
T 66 Beau Gray (So., 1) 47 Bryce Kelley (Fr., 0) 

NG 93 Jeff Hewitt (Sr, 1) 96 Sam Rayburn (So., 1) 
RE 42 Drew McLaughlin (Jr, 2) 98 Mark Mallory (So., 1) 
LB 57 Brad Hawkins (So.,1) | 50 Clay Johnson (Sr., 3) 
LB 46 Ashon Farley (Sr., 3) 8 Philip Abode (Sr., 3) 
BAN 3 Harold Burgess (Jr., 2) 6 Gavin Engle (Sr., 1) 


ROV 24 Brett Butler (So., 1) 6 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Keith Burns 
2000 Prediction: 8th WAC 
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the job was luring longtime friend and 
respected defensive line coach Jeff McInerney 
away from UNLV, where he did an outstand- 
ing job with a young line in 1999. McInerney 
will be the defensive coordinator and assistant 
head coach for the Golden Hurricane. 

Senior linebacker Ashon Farley, who has 
started 27 games and led Tulsa in tackles each 
of the last two seasons, spearheads the defense 
after garnering second team All-WAC honors 
last fall. 

Tulsa allowed 20 touchdown passes last 
season and an average of 224.9 yards per 
game through the air. Those numbers would 
have been even worse if option-oriented Rice 
hadn't thrown for just 20 yards in its 20-10 
win over the Golden Hurricane. 

Atleast this group can boast of a little expe- 
rience. Three starters return in the secondary, 
including sophomore rover Brett Butler, who 
tied for the team lead in interceptions (three), 
senior free safety Chris Miller and sophomore 
cornerback Keithan McCorry. 

Tulsa returns both punter Casey Lipscomb, 
who averaged 40.7 yards per kick, and kicker 
Chris Earnest, who connected on just three of 
his nine field-goal attempts. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


Donald Moten (Jr., 1) 
16 Josh Blankenship (So., 1) 12 Michael Wall (Sr., 3) 
34 Ken Bohanon (Jr., 1) 27 Jorma Bailey (Fr., 0) 


Defense (8) 


Sean Nelson (Fr., 0) 
9 Keithan McCorry (So., 1) 25 Frankie Johnson (Sr., 1) 
14 Sedrick Lusk (Sr., 3) 22 Chad Smith (Fr., 0) 


32 Chris Miller (St., 2) 19 Terrell Siegfried (So., 0) 
Special Teams 

18 Chris Earnest (Jr., 2) 

29 Casey Lipscomb (Jr., 2) 

87 Donald Shoals (Jr., 1) 

87 Donald Shoals (Jr., 1) 


1999 Record (WAC): 2-9 (1-6) 
Skelly Stadium (40,385) 
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Arkansas State 


an Arkansas State build on the mini- 


Indians 
turnaround they enjoyed in 1999? 


C For coach Joe Hollis, that is the ques- 


tion. Picked by coaches and media to finish 
last in the Big West last year, the Indians’ first 
in the conference, Arkansas State went 3-3 in 
conference play and 4—7 overall. There is a lot 
of room for improvement, however. 


Cleo Lemon 


The offense was fifth in the conference in 
scoring (22.4 points per game) and second- 
to-last in total offense, averaging 331 yards 
per game. The defense also ranked sixth in 
the Big West, yielding 416 yards per game. 

The Indians will miss leading rusher Lam- 
ont Zachary, who was fourth in the confer- 
ence with 846 rushing yards. But Arkansas 
State has a very capable replacement in 
Jonathan Adams. The junior split time with 
Zachary last season and rushed for 680 yards, 
good for sixth in the Big West, and averaged 


4,7 yards per carry. 
Arkansas State posted a 


DA .270 winning percentage in 


the '90s (29-80-2). 


The line has size, but is relatively young. 
Four of the five players listed first on the 
depth chart top 300 pounds, but only two 
players, center Jack Wright and left guard 
Jamie Pond, are seniors. 

The Indians believe they are a team on the 


rise, and big-play receiver Robert Kilow is a 
big reason why. Kilow, a 5'11" senior, led the 
Indians in receptions, receiving yardage, kick 
return yards and punt return yards as he was 
as a first-team all-conference selection. 

Kilow caught 57 passes for 783 yards, both 
career highs, with five touchdowns. He aver- 
aged 21.8 yards per kickoff return and 9.3 

_ yards per punt return. His 1,383 

all-purpose yards ranked third in 
the league. Kilow needs only 128 
yards receiving to move into sec- 
ond on the school’s all-time list 
and 1,287 yards to become the 
school’s all-time leading receiver. 

Also expected to produce at 
receiver is Jamie Hickenbotham. 
The 5'10" sophomore had 14 
receptions for 281 yards and four 
touchdowns. Hickenbotham had 
surgery in the spring on his 
thumb but is expected to be 100 
percent this fall. Looking for 
Kilow and Hickenbotham in the 
passing game is senior quarter- 
back Cleo Lemon. The 6'3" sig- 
nal caller doesn’t have a lot of 
mobility, rushing for minus- 
94 yards last season, but he 
threw for 1,569 yards and 15 
touchdowns in 10 games. He | 
was fifth in the conference in | 
total offense and in passing efficiency 
with a rating of 117.5. 

Hollis knows his defense is young, but 
if the team’s performance during spring 
drills is any indication, the unit should be 
stronger this season. 

The losses of nose tackle Lance Miller 
and linebackers Andy Henault and } Ww 
LeMarcus Harris won't make the job easy. 
However, Arkansas State has talent it can 
depend on. 

Senior outside linebacker Segun 
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Ajigbeda tries to pick up where Henault | 18 


and Harris left off. Also needing to come } | 
through are senior inside linebackers Rus- } | 
sell Seaton and Charles Mabry as well as } 
outside linebacker Leonard Johnson, a 
redshirt freshman. Junior college transfer 
Eti Taula is also expected to produce. 
Along the front, young players abound 
as two sophomores, end Maci Davis and 
nose tackle Tyronne Armstrong, are cur- 
rently listed atop the depth chart at their 
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three-year letterman and had a very produc- 
tive 1999. Last season Mitchell led the team 
in tackles for the second consecutive season 
with 91. He also had an interception, broke 
up four passes, recovered two fumbles and 
blocked a kick. Cornerback Hanis Bowens, 
who transferred to ASU from Navarro 
(Texas) Junior College before the start of last 
season, also brings experience to the defense. 
The senior led the team in passes broken up 
with 10 and interceptions with two. At the 
other cornerback spot is Kishan Cotton, a 
senior who had 44 tackles and a pick. 

The Indians lose All-Big West punter Ryan 
Smith, but Nick Gatto is a capable kicker, 
and punter Andy Shatley spent a season han- 
dling pooch duties. Kilow and Hicken- 
botham are a lethal one-two combination on 
returns. 

As far as overall coaching, Hollis really 
wants to focus on the defensive side of the 
ball this season. 

“We have strengthened our talent level on 
the defensive side through recruiting and red- 
shirting,” he says. “We feel like we're much 
better over there and we've got some good 
prospects coming in this fall.” 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (5) 


WR 26 Jamie Hickenbotham (So.,1) 5 Mark Hamilton (Jr., 0) 
LT 68 Garrick Jones (Jr, 2) 
LG 73 Jamie Pond (St. 3) 
c 50 J 


76 Matt Lazarine | is 0) 


“ 64 Josti Beller (Fr, 0) 
71 Burt Samples (So., 4). 
89 Anwar Cooper (Sr., 3) 

Shatley (Jr., 2) 


itn St 
(Fr, ( 
ose ) 


> ca Sh ha i ir, 
B see oie (So., 4) 
2 Robert Kilow (Sr., 2) 
@) Indicates number of returning starters 
licates $ returning ‘Starters 


positions. The other defensive end looks 
to be senior Erik Kellim. 
Senior strong safety Sean Mitchell is a 


_-NUMBER after class indicates eters won 


1999 Record (Big West): 4-7 (3-3) 
indian Stadium (33,410) 


Head Coach: Joe Hollis 
2000 Prediction: 4th Big 


West 
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Rutgers 


hange is the theme at Rutgers these 
C:: There's a new defensive scheme 
(the 3-4), a new running backs coach 
and some new offensive wrinkles. Coach Terry 
Shea has been told in no uncertain terms that 


if he doesn't produce his first winning season, 
he’s gone. “I understand there's a hot seat 


involved and you don't have to keep reminding 


Mike McMahon 


me that’s the way it’s going to be,” Shea says. 

The tailback solution could be junior Den- 
nis Thomas, converted from fullback, or 
junior college transfer Ravon Anderson. A for- 
mer SuperPrep All-American, Anderson has a 
lot to learn in a hurry. “I only have two years 
to play,” Anderson says. “I’m looking to come 
in right now and grab a starting position.” 


Of course, there’s also this problem: Who 
blocks? The only returning starter on the 
offensive line is senior Rich Mazza. 

Quarterback Mike McMahon, already one 
of the most prolific passers in Rutgers history, 
has failed to throw more touchdown passes 
than interceptions in any of his first three 
years as a starter. McMahon's surgically 
repaired right shoulder appears to be fine, 
meaning the senior will start for the fourth 
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Scarlet Knights 


straight year. This time, he has a proven, capa- 
ble backup in sophomore Chad Schwenk. 

Back are the three leading receivers from a 
year ago (senior wideouts Errol Johnson and 
Walter King and junior tight end L.J. Smith) 
and eight players who lettered at receiver. 
That group is bolstered by the return of Del- 
rico Fletcher and the arrival of NC State 
transfer David Stringer. 

Once again, the offensive line 
is the concern. That's why Rut- 
gers has modified and simplified 
its blocking schemes. Senior 
Randy Smith, junior Jeremy 
Womack and sophomores 
Howard Blackwood, Mike 
Esposito and Sheddrick Mitchell 
are being counted on, as is juco 
transfer Travis Mills. Three fresh- 
men, Brian Duffy, Krzysztof 
Kaczorowski and Rich McManis, 
are also in the mix. 

After Rutgers finished 105th 
nationally in total defense, 113th 
in scoring defense and 105th in 
rushing defense, something had 
to be done. So the switch was 
made from a 4—3 to a 3-4. 


Junior Marcus Perry, 


= senior Thomas Petko and 

© sophomore Will Burnett will 

= be key players on the defen- 
sive line. Redshirt freshmen Jason ‘< 
Malakoski and brothers Greg and Marty } 16 
c 


Pyszczymuka should push for time. One 
intriguing prospect there is junior Billy 
Tulloch, who returns after missing the 
past two seasons for academic reasons. 
Brian Bender, Mitch Davis, Tarell 
Freeney, Dennis McCormack and tal- 
ented-but-oft-injured Wes Robertson 
head up an uncertain linebacker corps 
that is more critical in the new alignment. 
The only positive to come from the 
injuries that devastated the secondary is 
that there are six game-tested players 
returning in the defensive backfield, as 
well as two injured starters who are back 
and healthy again. Junior Garrett Shea 
(the coach’s son), who missed last season 
with a shoulder and neck injury, is 
expected to start at one corner, with 
returning starter Tony Berry at the other. 
Sophomores Nate Colon, Brandon Haw 
and DeWayne Thompson, and seniors 
Peter Mendez and Shahib White have all 
seen significant time because of injuries. 
Sophomore Shawn Seabrooks, a 
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transfer from Tennessee, adds to the sec- 
ondary depth. True freshman Wes Lysack 
will also get a long look. 

The key is whether Rutgers generates a pass 
rush to take pressure off its battle-scarred sec- 
ondary. Shea thinks the switch to the 34 will 
help. “It gives us more flexibiliry with our 
nickel scheme and it will give us the pass rush 
that I think we've been lacking,” he says. 

The return game sorely lacks a big-play 
guy, but the kicking game is solid. Steve 
Barone, a starter since his freshman year, was 
Rutgers’ leading scorer last year with 30 
points, connecting on 6-of-12 field goals 
and 12-of-13 extra points. Sophomore Mike 
Barr, who sat out as a redshirt last year, takes 
over the punting. 

Though he was given a one-year extension 
through 2001 by AD Bob Mulcahy in the 
middle of last season, Shea also received an 
ultimatum from him after the dismal 1-10 
campaign was over: Produce a winning sea- 
son in 2000 or you're gone, extension or not. 
Shea is 8-36 for his four years at Rutgers, 
4-24 versus Big East opposition. As much as 
his record, it’s Rutgers’ lack of competitive- 
ness that has Shea poised for a pink slip. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


80 Errol Johnson (Sr., 1) 81 Sean Carty (So., 1) 
69 Howard Blackwood (So., 1) 71 Rich McManis (Fr., 0) 


55 Rich Mazza (Sr,, 2) 76 Krzysztof Kaczorowski (Fr., 0) 
65 Jeremy Womack (Jr, 2) 71 Randy Smith (Sr., 1) 

78 Mike Esposito (So., 1) 97 Julian Ross (Jr., 2) 

74 Travis Mills (Jr., 0) 70 Tim Baker (Sr., 0) 

85 LJ. Smith (Jr, 1) 89 Rob Ring (Jr., 1) 


Chad Schwenk (So., 4) 
Jason Ohene (Jr., 2) 


17 Mike McMahon (Sr,3) 9 
30 Dennis Thomas (Jr, 2) 28 
40 Seth Stanton (Jr., 2) John Ciurciu (Sr., 0) 

18 Walter King (Sr., 3) 82 Aaron Martin (So., 1) 


Defense (3) 


59 Marcus Perry (Jr., 2) 87 Will Burnett (So,, 0) 
61 Thomas Petko (Sr, 2) 96 Billy Tulloch (Jr., 0) 
99 Greg Pyszczymuka (So., 1) 87 Will Burnett (So., 0) 
3 Wes Robertson (Sr., 2) 20 Jerred Friday (So., 1) 
39 Mitch Davis (So., 1) 46 Steve Berson (So., 1) 
47 Tarell Freeney (Jr., 2) 41 Gary Brackett (So., 1) 
54 Dennis McCormack (Sr., 0) 42 Brian Bender (So., 1) 
8 Garrett Shea (Jr., 4) 24 Brandon Haw (So., 4) 
1 Shahib White (Sr., 1) 31 Wes Lysack (Fr., 0) 
34 Nate Colon (So., 1) 23 Shawn Seabrooks (So., 0) 
2 Tony Berry (Jr., 1) 21 DeWayne Thompson (So., 0) 


Special Teams 


14 Steve Barone (Jr., 2) 

13 Mike Barr (So., 0) 

30 Dennis Thomas (Jr., 2) 
8 Garrett Shea (Sr., 1) 


1999 Record (Big East): 1-10 (1-6) 
Rutgers Stadium (41,500) 
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— Kent 
Golden Flashes 


nything is better than a winless sea- 
son, but last year's Kent team only 
managed two victories after going 
0-11 in 1998. Now, the challenge for third- 
year coach Dean Pees is to figure out how to 
beat not only Bowling Green and Buffalo, 
but others in the Mid-American Conference 
as well. Aside from the two victories, the 


Kent Defense 


Golden Flashes fell in four games that came 
down to the wire. That could serve as moti- 
vation this fall. 


Combined margin of defeat 

last year for Kent in three of 

their final four losses of the sea- 

son. That included a 37-34 loss at 
Akron to close out the season. 


The fact that Kent improved despite its 
youth is also encouraging. The team’s season- 
ending depth chart included five redshirt 
freshmen and five true freshmen. In fact, a 
total of 20 freshmen saw action for the 
Flashes last season. 

But there are problems to overcome. First, 
the team has to replace several key players, 
including last year’s quarterback, Jose Davis. 
The squad must also deal with a schedule that 
includes road games to open the season at 
Pittsburgh and Purdue. A trip to Marshall on 
Oct. 21 won't be a picnic, either. 

Junior tailback Chante Murphy is back 


after emerging as the team’s top rusher last 
season. His play, in fact, played a big role in 
Kent's two victories. He rushed 32 times for 
166 yards in the win over Bowling Green and 
collected 150 yards on 29 carries in the win 
over Buffalo. He finished the season with 676 
yards and one touchdown. 

He and two other running backs, Booker 
Vann and DeMarlo Rozier, will 
plod behind an offensive line that 
has three starters returning. Two 
of the three weigh in at 300 
pounds or more, including right 
guard Brian Hallett (300 
pounds) and left guard Jason 
Hupp (315). 

Davis is gone after concluding 
his career as arguably the best 
quarterback in school history. He 
holds school records with 6,722 
passing yards and 57 touchdown 
throws. Taking his place will be 
senior Zach Williams, who 
passed for only 146 yards last sea- 
son without a touchdown. 

Also lost is tight end Jason 
Gavadza, who proved to be one of 
the nation’s best at his position 
last year. His 47 receptions and 
654 yards last season will fall to 
@ Joel Reikowski and Ray 
= Quinn. 

At wide receiver, last year's young 
group should be much improved. Back 
will be Joshua Bostick, Matt Curry and 
Jurron Kelly, who led the group last sea- 
son with 38 catches for 355 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

The defense should be solid, and it will 
start up front with three returning line- 
men. The most notable among them is 
junior Mark Strickland, who had 51 tack- 
les last season. Also there is Aaron Mayer, 
who registered 45 tackles. 

Behind the three will be a seasoned 
group of linebackers, including junior 
Rashan Hall, who led the Golden Flashes 
last season with 125 tackles. He had 10 or 
more stops eight times last season, includ- 
ing 15 against both Ohio University and 
Miami, 13 versus Buffalo, and 12 against 
Marshall and Akron. Fellow linebacker 
Matt Rayl, a junior, is back after finishing 
second on the team last season with 103 
tackles. 

The defensive secondary will be led by 
returning cornerbacks Nashville Dyer 
and Justin Baugham. The other two spots 


Head Coach: Dean Pees 
2000 Prediction: Gth MAC East 
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will be manned by Scott Booker and Reggie 
Crook, both big hitters. 

The kicking duties will be placed in the 
capable hands of junior Dave Pavich, who hit 
13-of-16 field goals last season. He's also a 
perfect 41-of-41 in two seasons of extra 
points. Last year's punter, Jim Less, is gone. 
But Jared Fritz punted eight times last season 
for a 36.9 average. 

Kelly will handle the punt returns 
averaging nine yards per return last 
Shawn Schoemaker will return kicks 
averaging 26.7 last season. 

Pees inherited a program which has not 
enjoyed a winning season since 1987, when 
Glen Mason guided the Golden Flashes to a 
7-4 record. Kent has managed more than 
two MAC wins just twice since and gone 
winless in league play three times. 

But Pees, a former defensive coordinator at 
Michigan State, appears to be making 
progress. The Golden Flashes improved on 
both sides of the ball last season and have the 
makings of an even stronger team this fall. 

A winning season may not be realistic, but 
Kent should be able to continue its slow 
climb up the MAC East Division standings. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


1 Joshua Bostick (Jr, 2) | 88 Maurio Medley (Fr., 0) 
78 Cory Zwick (Sr., 1) 76 Henry Rucker (Fr., 0) 
69 Jason Hupp (Sr., 2) 75 Victor Vrabel (Jr., 2) 
62 Jeff Krysiak (Sr., 3) 52 Steve Smith (Fr., 0) 
71 Brian Hallett (Jr., 2) 74 Deron Bowling (So., 0) 
70 Kevin Jamieson (So., 1) 64 Josh Diggs (So., 0) 
36 Joel Reikowski (So., 1) 12 Ray Quinn (So., 1) 

19 Zach Williams (Sr., 2) 17 Ryan Cartwright (So., 0) 
26 Chante Murphy (Jr.,2) 25 Booker Vann (So., 1) 
8 DeMarlo Rozier (Jr., 2) 41 Michael Smith (Sr., 2) 
3 Jurron Kelly (Jr, 2) 5 Matt Curry (Jr., 2) 


Defense (7) 


89 Shawn Armstead (So., 1) 96 Tom Crock (Fr., 0) 

65 Aaron Mayer (Jr., 2) 51 Roy Attieh (So., 1) 

92 Richard Bender (Sr., 2) 94 Brandon Bridges (So., 1) 
55 Mark Strickland (Jr, 2) 94 John Nurezyk (So., 1) 

4 Rashan Hall (Jr., 2) 57 Dave Holderbaum (Sr., 3) 
22 Matt Rayl (Sr. 3) 44 Heath Hommel (Jr., 2) 
58 James Harrison (Jr., 1) 56 Ryan Altizer (Sr., 3) 

18 Justin Baugham (So.,1) 20 Jurius Acie (Fr. 0) 

23 Scott Booker (So., 1) 7 Ray Coley (Fr., 0) 

35 Reggie Crook (Jr., 2) 48 Robert James (So., 1) 
11 Nashville Dyer (So., 1) 25 Jacon Avery (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


39 David Pavich (Jr., 2) 
97 Jared Fritz (So., 0) 


after 
year. 
after 


KR 80 Shawn Shoemaker (Sr., 3) 
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3 Jurron Kelly (Jr., 2) 


1999 Record (MAC): 2-9 (2-6) 
Dix Stadium (30,520) 
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Eastern Michigan 


Eagies 


he Eastern Michigan football team will 
T have a new look this fall under first- 
year coach Jeff Woodruff. Last year’s 
4-7 overall record (4-4 in Mid-American 
Conference play) is now history, and 
Woodruff is looking for more. 
“The expectations have been raised,” 
Woodruff says. “We have demanded a lot 


Walter Church 


more from the players, but they are excited, 
and they are working hard with a smile on 
their face. We are definitely going to have a 
team concept.” 


% The difference between 


ey EMU’s rushing yardage and 


that of its opponents for the 

1999 season. The Eagles’ defense 
allowed 1,722 yards on the ground, 
while their offense managed just 909. 


And Woodruff hopes that translates into 
winning at a school that has finished with 
only one winning season in the past ten years. 
He'll have 45 returning lettermen to help the 
cause, including seven returning starters on 
offense. 

The schedule should also help as the team 
opens at home against Connecticut and 
Miami. The Eagles then travel to South Car- 
olina and Temple before playing four of their 
next six games at home. 

Eastern Michigan as a team rushed for 


158 


only 909 yards last season. That must 
change, Woodruff says. The top returnees 
are Eric Powell (583 yards) and Reggie Gage 
(343 yards, eight touchdowns). Rich Schutt 
will also fight for playing time. 

The offensive line has experience. Left 
tackle John Grabowski joins left guard Luis 
Garcia and two others who return up front. 

Senior quarterback Walter 
Church is back to guide the 
offense. He enters his final season 
with three school records. He has 
thrown for 6,816 yards and 32 
touchdowns in his 29-game 
career. He finished last season 
with 2,015 yards passing and 
eight touchdowns. 

The receiving corps lost its top 
two pass catchers from last year, 
but eight lettermen are back at 
the wideout and tight end spots. 
Powell was third on the team 
with 30 receptions last season 
while Kenny Christian caught 23 
balls. Other returning receivers 
include tight ends Matt Kelly, 
who averaged 16.2 yards on 22 
catches, and Willie Hawkins, 
along with wideouts Jamal 
Stevens and Kevin Walter. 

Linebackers Scott Russell 
and Jason Short are back. 
Russell finished second on the team in 
tackles last year with 105 stops from his 
strong-side position while Short was 
fourth with 97 tackles from the weak 
side. Junior outside linebacker Kenny } 1 
Philpot started all 11 games in 1999 and 
responded with 97 tackles, including six 
sacks. 
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Four standouts from ’99 are back in J 
DE 93 Jari Brown (Jr., 1) 


action on the defensive line with senior 
James Turner joining Nik Buckmeier, Jari 
Brown, Jeremaine Kyles and Elliott 
Daniels. That group will provide one of 
the strongest front lines in the MAC. 

The secondary will have the most gaps 
to fill after losing cornerbacks Lincoln 
Dupree and Isaac Shipp along with free 
safety Donald McCall to graduation. 
One bright spot will be the return of 
Clifton Robinson, who missed all of last } 
season with an injury. Robinson was a 
three-year regular at linebacker before 
missing the entire campaign. 

Strong safety London Lindsey joins 
James Willingham to give the Eagles a 
veteran presence in the deep secondary. 


ATHLON® SporTs™ 


WR el Kenny Chistian (Sr, 3) 


R eed Chorak (Jr, 2) 
"62 Craig Cipa (Sr., 3) 


B 33 
WR 81 Kevin Walter (So., 1) 


Lindsey started eight games last year with 
Willingham earning four starts. Lindsey 
picked off a pair of passes and was fifth on the 
team in tackles with 88. 

The kicking game could be one of the 
team’s strongest areas with three-year starting 
punter Nick Avondet hooking up with last 
year’s kicker Toller Starnes. Starnes booted 
17-of-21 field goals last season, along with 
24-of-25 extra points. He led the team in 
scoring with 75 points. 

Brandon Lewis will handle punt return 
duties after running back 10 last season for 70 
yards. Christian handled most of the kick 
returns. 

Woodruff replaces Rick Rasnick, who led 
the Eagles for five seasons. Woodruff had 
spent the past two seasons as an assistant at 
Arizona. He also worked at Washington, 
Nevada and Cholla High in Tucson. A native 
of Kent, Ohio, and a former player and grad- 
uate assistant at Kent, Woodruff is not unfa- 
miliar with the Mid-American Conference 
playing field. He has coached on staffs that 
have brought their teams to 12 postseason 
appearances and a national championship 


(Washington 1991). 


Depth Chart 
_ Offense (7) 


3 Jamal Stevens (Jr.. 2) 


77 John Grabowski (Jr, 2) Izaak Madril (Jr., 0) 


rr ea fie Butkowski (Jr, 1) 66 Luis Garcia (St. 1) 


Kris Stark (Jr., 0) 
74 Francis Gojcaj (Jr., 0) 
75 Matt Bolles (Sr., 3) 
89 Brett Wells (So., 0) 
16 Troy Edwards (So., 1) 
34 John White (Jr., 2) 
82 Kevin Zureki (Fr., 0) 
83 Enik bom (Jr., 2) 


Defense (7) 


56 Elliott Daniels (So., 1) 
Anthony Bailey (Jr., 0) 
Anthony Bailey (Jr., 0) 

32 Antone Hines (Jr., 0) 

54 David Lusky (Fr. 0) 

46 Fred Bateman (So., 1) 

50 Mike Salvatore (Fr., 0) 

5 Andrae Brooks (Jr., 4) 

14. London L (Jn, 2) 26 Terrance Dills (So., 1) 

8 Clifton Robinson (Sr., 3) 43 Josh Martin (Fr., 0) 


Annett (Jr, 2) 


36 Matt Kelly (Sr, 3) 
19 Walter Church (Sr., 3) 
40 


99 James Tumer (St, 2) 


1 15 Jeremaine Kyles (Sr, 2) 
92 Nik: Buckmeler (Jt, 2) 
LB 22 Kenny Philpot (Jr., 2) 
LB 44 Scott Russell (Jr., 2) 
B 39 Jason Short (Sr. 2) 
4 Maurice Ryland (Jr., 0) 


30 James Willingham (Sr., 2) 29 Erick Middleton (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


; 12 Toller Stamnes (Jr., 2) 
20 Nick Avondet (Sr., 3) 


7 Kenny Christian (Sr., 3) 


R 24 Brandon Lewis (Sr., 1) 


# Indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 

NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
Head Coach: Jeff Woodruff 
2000 Prediction; 6th MAC West 


1999 Record (MAC): 4-7 (4-4) 
Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 


CoLLEGE FooTBALL 2000 


North Texas 


Eagles 


s head coach Darrell Dickey enters 
A his third season at North Texas, one 
thing is a certainty — the offense 

must improve if the Eagles are going to have 
any hope of contending for the Big West title. 
How bad was the Mean Green offense in 
1999? Jeered often by the home fans, the 


Eagles ranked last in the conference in scoring 


Brad Kassell 


offense, rushing offense, passing offense and 
total offense. UNT averaged only 10.7 points 
and 245 yards per game while using three dif- 
ferent quarterbacks. 

“Offensively, we need to do a better job of 
getting the ball into the end zone,” Dickey 
says. “We didn't make the big plays.” 


6 


Right now, the starting quarterback posi- 
tion is up in the air. Junior Richard Bridges 
took over the job last season for an ineffective 
Jason Attaway. Bridges was third on the team 
in rushing with 152 yards and two touch- 
downs, but he struggled in the passing game, 
completing only 36 percent of his throws 
(45-of-150) with five interceptions and three 
touchdowns. 

Sophomore Spencer Stack saw action in 
the last three games and gave the passing 
game a spark. Stack completed 19 of his 35 


J.R. Randle became the first 
freshman starter at North 
Texas on the OL in five years. 


passes for 294 yards with two touchdowns 
and one interception. While not as good a 
runner as Bridges, which is important for 
UNT as Dickey likes to run the option 10 to 
15 times per game, Stack did show the ability 
to scramble and run when needed. 

If the quarterback situation improves, it 
will be scary to think what running back 
Ja Quay Wilburn will be able to 
accomplish. The senior, who is 
already the school’s all-time lead- 
ing rusher with 2,364 yards, 
gained 1,016 yards last season 
despite having every opposing 
defender keying on him. Backing 
Wilburn up is the capable 
Michael Hickmon, a sophomore 
who rushed for 302 yards last 
season. Sophomore Aaron Holly 
has taken over the starting full- 
back spot after a strong spring 
and gives the Eagles yet another 
strong runner in the backfield. 

Look for tight end Jeff Muen- 
chow to be a featured player in 
the offense. The sophomore 
started the final six games, catch- 
ing 10 passes for 105 yards, 
and is a good blocker. LaDar- 
rin McLane, a former quar- 
= terback who moved to wide 
= receiver, is the top threat at 


Kassell, Jeff Rodgers, brothers Fred and Corry 
Pertile and Justin Warren. Kassell, a junior, 
moved to middle linebacker with four games 
remaining and had 47 tackles during that 
span. For the season, Kassell had 112 tackles, 
including 17 for a losses. Rodgers, who lost 
his starting job to Kassell, had 68 tackles 
while Fred Pertile was third on the team with 
72 tackles. 

The secondary is strong also with the return 
of strong safety Heath Moody and cornerback 
Lawrence Ellis. Moody was second on the 
team in tackles with 91 and added two inter- 
ceptions while Ellis had one interception and 
broke up six passes. Craig Jones is currently 
the No. 1 free safety; Don McGee and Ty 
Jackson are battling for the other corner job. 

The biggest area of concern is the defensive 
line. All four starters graduated, including 
first-team all-conference defensive end 
Corbin Montgomery. Eric Bridges, a transfer 
from Wyoming, is slated to be the nose tackle 
with John Ryan, who missed the 1999 season 
with a knee injury, and Matt Turney compet- 
ing for the defensive tackle job. Trey Davis 
and Chris Mclver are currently the top two 
defensive ends. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


wideout. The senior was second on the 
team with 21 receptions for 197 yards. 
Sophomore George Marshall had an up 
and down freshman season but will be 
counted on to be a big-play receiver this 
fall. The offensive line was the strength of 
the team last year. Senior guards Josh Kay 
and Andy Lott return, as does sophomore 
tackle J.R. Randle. Lott and Key didn’t 
miss a single snap last season, while Ran- 
dle missed only eight snaps through the 
first nine games before missing the final 
two contests with a knee injury. 

The line loses center David Morgan 
and tackle Vinny Patterson, who failed to 
miss any snaps as well last year and ended 
his career with 37 consecutive starts. 
However, the coaching staff feels redshirt 
freshmen Ian Hobbs, currently first on 
the depth chart, and Michie Smith can 
handle the duties at center while redshirt 
freshman Luke Conder tries to replace 
Patterson. 

On the defensive side of the ball, there 
is no questioning where the strength lies 
— at linebacker. Coming back are Brad 


WR 12 LaDarrin McLane (Sr.,3) 85 Byron Curtis (Sr., 1) 


LT 65 Luke Conder (Fr., 0) 

LG 60 Josh Kay (Sr, 1) 

70 lan Hobbs (Fr., 0) 

64 Andrew Lott (Sr., 2) 

76 J.R. Randle (So., 1) 

89 Jeff Muechow (So., 1) 
16 Richard Bridges (Jr., 2) 
34 Ja’Quay Wilbum (Sr., 3) 
31 Aaron Holly (So., 1) 


QB 
RB 
FB 


86 Buck Prevette (Sr., 0) 
68 Matt Coon (So., 0) 

67 Michie Smith (Fr., 0) 

72 Brad Woosley (Jr., 0) 

57 Josh Brown (Jr., 0) 

47 Sam Parker (Fr., 0) 

14 Spencer Stack (So., 1) 
3 Michael Hickmon (So., 1) 
36 Robert Whitehead (Jr., 2) 


WR 6 George Marshall (So., 1) 81 Brent DeGroot (Jr, 1) 


Defense (5) 


53 Trey Davis (Fr., 0) 
87 Eric Bridges (So., 0) 
97 John Ryan (So., 0) 
98 Chris Mclver (So., 1) 
90 Brad Kassel (Jr., 1) 
43 Fred Pertile (Sr., 3) 
44 Corry Pertile (Sr., 3) 
20 Don McGee (So., 1) 
5 Heath Moody (Sr, 3) 
22 Craig Jones (Fr., 0) 
2 Lawrence Ellis (Sr., 3) 


49 Jeff Harris (Sr., 3) 
74 Marlon Lee (Sr., 1) 
78 Matt Turney (So., 1) 
56 Ron Paris (Jr, 2) 

52 Jeff Rodgers (Sr., 3) 
42 Luke Coe (Fr., 0) 
51 Justin Warren (Jr., 1) 
23 Ty Jackson (So., 1) 
80 Nathan Roberts (Fr., 0) 
25 Keith Frazier (Jr., 0) 
21 Nick Hoppe (Sr., 1) 


Special Teams 


29 Jason Ball (So., 1) 
29 Jason Ball (So., 1) 
KR 23 Ty Jackson (So., 1) 
PR 23 Ty Jackson (So., 1) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters 


NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Darrell Dickey 
2000 Prediction: Sth Big West 


1999 Record (Big West); 2-9 (1-5) 
Fouts Field (30,500) 
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he Aggies enter the season under anew 


i head coach, Mick Dennehy, after yet 
another disappointing season in 1999. 


Utah State finished 4-7 overall after a 3-8 
mark in 1998, leading to the replacement of 
former head coach Dave Arslanian with Den- 
nehy. 

What will the Utah State offense look like? 


Brent Passey 


Fellow Big West coaches aren't 100 percent 
sure, but they do know the Aggies will feature 
a wide-open attack. As the head coach of 
Montana, Dennehy’s offense ranked second 
in Division I-AA in passing (370 yards per 
game), total offense (517.4) and scoring 
(46.4). Montana led the I-AA ranks in pass- 
ing in 1993, 95 and °96. 

Utah State fans hope the new offense 
works; they didn’t see a lot from the old 
offense. The Aggies were sixth in the confer- 
ence in scoring, averaging 21.3 points per 
game and were fourth in total offense with 
372.6 yards per game. 


> 


Junior quarterback Jeff Crosbie, who has 
started 15 straight games, is the man charged 
with filling the air with footballs. Crosbie 
threw for 2,007 yards last season with 10 
touchdowns but also tossed 17 interceptions, 


The average tenure in years 
of Utah State head coaches 
since 1948. 
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a number that must come down. 

Utah State also returns top receiver Aaron 
Jones. Jones hauled in 54 passes for 653 yards 
and four touchdowns as a junior, but the rest 
of the receiving corps isn’t as proven. Senior 
Ky Oday caught only three passes and junior 
Demario Franklin caught five passes for 106 
yards. Adam Colbert (one reception) and 
Artavias Thompkins will also be 
expected to produce. 

The biggest loss for the Aggies 
is at running back. All-confer- 
ence runner Damario Brown left 
due to graduation as the school’s 
all-time career and single-season 
rushing leader. Brown was sixth 
in the nation last year with 1,536 
yards and ended his career with 
4,053 yards. 

Trying to fill the void left by 
Brown is Emmett White, a 5'11" 
junior. When White touched the 
ball, he showed his ability by 
averaging 5.9 yards per carry, 
rushing for 53 yards on nine 
attempts. White, who also aver- 
aged 23.9 yards per kickoff 
return and 15 yards per punt 
return, will have to hold off 
John Roberts, a junior who 
rushed for 147 yards at 4.7 


per carry last season, 


Utah State 


110 


front line will feature new starters. Right now, 
Ryan Duncan and Nick Onaindia are the 
starting defensive ends while Jorge Tapia and 
Jason Moore are the top two tackles. Also 
looking for playing time are Nate Larsen, 
Liua Fonua, Travis LaBoy and Brant Brown, 

Aminifu Johnson is currently the leading 
candidate to take over the starting job at 
strong safety while junior college transfer 
Scott Goss is expected to step in at free safety. 
Terrance Arnold, a sophomore, is currently 
slated to be the other starting cornerback. 

If the current starting lineup doesn’t do the 
job, the Aggies will have to turn to a host of 
young players, Behind Walker at left corner- 
back is sophomore Adebolah Jimoh. Another 
sophomore, Maurice Caraway, is the top 
reserve behind Johnson, and sophomores 
Jamar Glasper and Elijah Bell are listed as the 
backups to Goss at free safety. Redshirt fresh- 
man Codie Smith-Robinson is competing 
with Arnold at the right cornerback position. 

Dennehy, who is the team’s third coach in 
four years, won't have an easy time easing his 
squad into his system. The Aggies face Texas 
Tech, Arizona State and BYU on the road and 
Utah at home. 


Depth Chart 
"Offense (5) 


The offensive line could be a problem 
as three starters are gone. Coming back is 
center Junior Pututau and left guard Jess 
Schuck. Gone are all-conference tackle 
Ben Holbrook and guard Mike Lindsay. 
Senior Steve Canidate is a leading con- 
tender to take over at tackle along with 
senior Jeff Long. Both players saw action 
as backups last year. Luis Trujillo and 
Gerald Sykes will battle for the open 
guard slot along with Jimmy Walker. 

Defensively, all three starting lineback- 
ers — seniors Brent Passey, Tony Newson 
and Blake Eagal — return. Passey, a first- 
team all-conference selection, led the 
group with 142 tackles while Eagal had 
109 and Newson added 95. The three- 
some could be the strongest group of line- 
backers in the conference if they can 
duplicate last season’s numbers. The only 
other returning starter on defense is cor- 
nerback Tony Walker, a junior. Walker 
had one interception and broke up six 
passes. 

The rest of the defensive unit, however, 
is unproven. Like North Texas, the entire 


ATHLON® 


SPORTS™ 


Jerron Tatum (Jt, 9 

_ Etic Gwilliam (Un, 0) 
“16 67 Jess Jens Souc U2) 
Cc 15 dar Pts 2) 
RG 78 Luis Trujillo (So., 0) 
ORT 61 Steve Canidate (St, 4) 
TE Casey Poppinga (So., 0) 
QB 7 Jeff Crosbie (Jn, 2) 
R 32 Emmett White (Jr, 2) 
WR 9 Aaron Jones (Sr., 3) 
WR 3 Ky Oday (Sr, 1) 


am 
4 


Jorge Tapia (Fr, i 


SDT _ Jason Moore: Ur, 0) 


| DE 51 Nick Onaindia (Sr., 1) 


1 Tony ono a 
| SS 24 Aminifu Johnson (ut. 2) 
FS Scott Goss (Jn, 0) 
| CB Terrence Amold (So., 1) 
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Defense (4 (4) 
"99 Travis Labo (Ft, 0) 


27 Ryan Felix (St. 0) 


79. Jim Newton (So., 1) 

72. Jimmy Walker (I, 0) 

63 Matt Jenkins (Sr., 1) 

74 Gerald Sykes (Ft, 0) 

75. Jeff Long (Sr., a 

88 seat Colns 0 
wenge (Ir, 1) ‘Ie 


}) 
ri Demafo Fenkin Un, 2) 


92 Nate Larsen (Sr., 3) 

98. Liua Fonua (So., 0) 

m ‘Brant B yown (J, 1) 

42, Core Sia Sr, 2) 

56 Jesse Busta (So., 1) 
Keith Connors Ur, 0), 

10 Adebolah Jimoh | (So., 1) 

8 Maurice Caraway (So., 0) 

36 Jamar Glasper (So.,1) 
Codie Smith-Robinson (Fr., 0) 


‘Special Teams 


K 26 Brad Bohn (Sr, 3) 
Walon Steve Mullins (So., 1) 
| KR 1 Ton Walker (Jt, 2) 
PR 32 Emmett White (Jr, 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters. 


| NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Mick Dennehy 
2000 Prediction: 6th Big West 


1999 Record cord (Blg West): 4-7 (3-3) 


Romney Stadium (30,257) 


CoLLEGE FOOTBALL 2000 


erry Baldwin's first year as a college head 
coach was memorable, but for all the 
wrong reasons. His University of 
Louisiana-Lafayette squad stumbled home at 
2-9 with a pair of nondescript wins against 
Middle Tennessee and Wofford. 
And the nine defeats were stingers as the 
Ragin’ Cajuns were humbled by an average 


Derek Dyer 


margin of 25 points in those contests. While 
a winning season seems to be out of the ques- 
tion, there is reason to believe that Baldwin's 
second Louisiana-Lafayette squad will at least 
have a fighting chance. He welcomes back 14 
starters, including eight on offense and the 
top six tacklers on defense. 

The Cajuns could use a bit more size, 
strength and big-play capability. But what 
they have gained in experience should be 
enough to make some strides in the right 
direction. 


The University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette joins the Sun 
Belt in 2001. 


Essentially, the team’s entire rushing attack 
returns. Senior tailbacks Darren Brister (729 
yds) and John Bernard (287) and junior quar- 
terback Derek Dyer (241) accounted for 
1,257 rushing yards; that’s four yards more 
than the entire team netted. Sophomore 
Blake Bourque rushed only once last year but 


he nailed down the fullback job during spring 
practice. 

The Cajuns’ offensive line is a shade on the 
light side at 6'4", 289 per man. But four of five 
starters return, including senior guard Wayne 
Smith and senior tackle Henry Hellestine. 

Dyer started only four games as a sopho- 
more. Now that he will have a chance to start 
an entire season, he should be 
able to improve significantly on 
his 1999 numbers of 90-of-203 
(44.3 percent) for 1,066 yards. 
He needs to drastically reduce his 
interceptions as he was picked off 
10 times and passed for only four 
touchdowns. As a team, the 
Cajuns had just five touchdown 
passes. 

Dyer will be throwing to some 
familiar targets as the Cajuns’ top 
four receivers return. Junior wide 
receiver Marcus Wilridge is the 
top returnee after leading the 
team with 37 catches, 504 yards 
and 13.6 per catch. However, he 
was listed behind sophomore 
James Stewart after spring ball. 
As a freshman, Stewart 
caught only two passes for 16 
yards. 

The other two starters are 
senior Desmond Williams, 
who was second with 32 catches for 371 } jy 
yards, and sophomore Corey Scott, who 
caught 19 passes for 192 yards. c 

The Cajuns have only one returning 
starter on the defensive line, but sopho- 
more end Walter Sampson lost his job to 
redshirt freshman Emmitt Holiday in 
spring practice. Sophomore Charley 
Smith and junior Derrick Marshall saw 
limited playing time but will get the start- 
ing nods at tackle and right end respec- 
tively. Junior Chris Gistorb beat Greg 


Louisiana-Lafayette SID 


Shuler for the starting job at nose guard. } 1B 
Support will come from senior Travis 2 
Schwartz. The strong-side linebacker } og 


played in only eight games but was third 
on the team with 64 tackles. He will play 
alongside junior middle linebacker 
Kinante Venible, who saw limited action. 
Senior Victor Hart, who was fifth with 43 } p 
stops, will start on the weak side. KR 
If all else fails, Louisiana-Lafayette has | PR 
a gifted and experienced secondary to fall 
back on, but they may be on their own in 
pass defense. With the graduation of end 
Danny Scott and tackle Eugene Cham- 


bers, no one returns who posted more than 
1.5 sacks a year ago. 

Junior free safety Kyries Hebert led the 
team with 99 tackles. He also intercepted a 
pass and broke up three others. Sophomore 
cornerback Charles Tillman was second on 
the squad with 82 tackles as a freshman. 
Junior Matt Cieslak returns to start at strong 
safety, while senior Mike Merchant gets a 
chance to start opposite Tillman at the other 
corner position. There is also experienced 
depth in the secondary as three positions have 
returning lettermen in backup roles. 

Sophomore kicker Brent Bergeron made 
seven of 11 field goal attempts and converted 
22-of-24 extra points tries. Sophomore Grant 
Autrey will handle the punting duties after 
kicking 15 times for a 33.7-yard average as a 
freshman. Bernard again will return punts and 
kickoffs. 

Baldwin inherited a program that needed 
to be rebuilt from the ground up. He is tak- 
ing the unusual approach of supplementing 
youth and inexperience with more youth as 
his 22-member recruiting class consists 
entirely of freshmen. He will try to redshirt 
the entire group. 


Offense (8) 
17 Desmond Williams (Sr, 3) 87 Andre George (So., 1) 
74 Jonathon Raush (So.,1) 79 Ryan Cade (Sr., 3) 
67 Wayne Smith (Sr., 1) 78 Garrett Charkalis (Jr., 1) 
56 David Gaar (Sr., 3) 614 Tony Hull (Fr., 0) 
Jesse Harmon (Sr., 0) 78 Garrett Charkalis (Jr., 1) 

62 Henry Hellestine (Sr.,1) 77 Mark Lamere (Sr., 2) 
86 Brian Jones (So., 1) 88 Richard Sandusky (Sr., 3) 

4 Derek Dyer (Jr., 2) 16 Lance Domec (Sr., 3) 

2 John Berard (Sr., 2) 21 Darren Brister (Sr., 3) 
82 Corey Scott (So., 1) 17 Desmond Williams (Sr., 3) 
81 James Stewart (Fr., 0) 85 Marcus Wilridge (Jr., 2) 


Defense (6) 


89 Emmitt Holiday (Fr., 0) 49 Walter Sampson (So., 1) 
95 Charley Smith (So., 1) Darrell Cottonham (Jr., 0) 


97 Chris Gistorb (Jr., 0) Greg Shuler (Jr., 0) 

58 Derrick Marshall (Jr., 2) 91 Charles Brown (Sr., 3) 
55 Travis Schwartz (Sr.,1) 47 Antonio Floyd (Fr., 0) 

41 Kinante Venible (Jr. 1) 40 Willie Robinson (Sr., 1) 
25 Victor Hart (Sr., 3) 59 Ross Brupbacher (So., 1) 
37 Charles Tillman (So.,1) 31 Darien King (Jr., 2) 

43 Matt Cieslak (Jr, 2) 35 Jamal Smith (Fr., 0) 

11 Kyries Hebert (Jr., 1) 36 Brian Deamer (So., 1) 


23 Mike Merchant (Sr., 1) 6 Brad Franklin (Jr., 2) 
Special Teams 

80 Brent Bergeron (So., 1) 

39 Grant Autrey (So., 1) 


2 John Bernard (Sr., 2) 
2 John Bernard (Sr., 2) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 
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Wolf Pack 


he theme for Nevada football in 2000 is 

“A Brand New Look.” And it couldn't 

be more appropriate. The Wolf Pack 
welcomes a new coach, Chris Tormey, who 
comes over from the University of Idaho, 
where he coached the Vandals to a 1998 
Humanitarian Bowl upset of Southern Miss. 
Nevada also makes its debut in the Western 


David Neill 


Athletic Conference. “It’s one of the main rea- 
sons I decided to come to Nevada,” Tormey 
says. “It’s definitely a step up in competition. 
It’s also going to give us a lot more exposure.” 
p> The number of times Nevada 

quarterbacks were sacked last 


season. 


The Wolf Pack will also have almost a 
brand new look on the field, losing 16 starters 
including all-time NCAA receiving leader 
Trevor Insley. The good news is that record- 
setting quarterback David Neill, who has 
passed for 3,000 yards in each of his first two 
seasons, returns and gives Tormey a solid 
foundation on offense. 

Tormey’s first order of business will be to 
find a running back. Senior Adrien Dugas, 
who gained 199 yards last season, is the front- 
runner for the starting job, but Tormey says 
sophomore Johnnie Holmes, redshirt fresh- 
man Marquis Starks and junior Jesse Twist 
also will rotate in. 
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“There is some good, young talent at run- 
ning back,” Tormey says. “I think it can be a 
strength for us.” 

Perhaps the biggest key for the Wolf Pack 
offensively will be how well the offensive line 
performs. Among the players Tormey is 
counting on up front are senior tackle Clark 
Roosendaal, the lone returning starter on the 
offensive line, redshirt freshman 
tackle Alan Parker and Colorado 
State transfer Craig Brooks. 

Nevada has one of the best 
quarterbacks in the nation in 
Neill, who finished fourth 
nationally in total offense 
(328.3). “I think he’s an out- 
standing football player,” Tormey 
says. “He's as good as any quar- 
terback I’ve been around.” 

The big question is who will 
be on the receiving end of Neill’s 
passes. Insley, who broke the 
NCAA record for career recep- 
tions, caught an amazing 134 
passes for 2,060 yards and 13 
touchdowns last season and was 
Neill’s go-to receiver the last two 
seasons. And Cle Brooks, the 
_ team’s second-leading pass 

catcher with 51 receptions, 
also graduated, 

Jermaine Brown and 
flanker Mo Jones both caught seven 
passes in the Wolf Pack’s one-back offense 
a year ago and will be counted on to step 
up. Other key players are TCU transfer 
Mike Crawford and redshirt freshman 
Nate Burleson. 

Tormey wants to run an attacking, 
eight-man front defense similar to Ari- 
zonas Double-Eagle Flex. He had good 
success with the same style at Idaho. 

“Our first goal will be to stop the run,” 
he says. “And then we want to pressure the 
quarterback.” That will be good news for 
Wolf Pack fans, who watched their team 
give up 5.4 yards per rush and 242.6 yards 
per game on the ground a year ago. 

Nevada has only three starters back 
from a woeful defense that allowed 38.0 
points and 472.5 yards per game, but for- 
tunately for Tormey all three line up in 
the front seven. 

Junior tackle Horacio Leyva, who was 
second on the team with seven tackles for 
loss, returns, as does explosive senior end 
Ronnie Taylor. Senior inside linebacker 
Josh Smith, who finished fourth on the 
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squad with 91 tackles, is also back. 

The Wolf Pack’s pass defense was dreadful 
a year ago, intercepting five passes and regis- 
tering an anemic 16 quarterback sacks. 

Things dont figure to be a whole lot better. 
The competition will be tougher — teams 
like Hawaii and Fresno State will likely have a 
field day against the Wolf Pack — and the 
secondary doesn’t return any starters. 

Senior rover Christian Broussard and senior 
free safety Brian Laudermilk both impressed 
Tormey in the spring, but it’s possible both 
starting corners could be freshmen. Yikes! 

Both punter Norm Brady and placekicker 
Mike Phillips return after solid campaigns, 
but Tormey believes there is a lot of work 
needed in this area. “Pathetic,” he says. “We 
have a lot of work to do in the kicking game.” 

There were numerous breakdowns in coy- 
erage. Opponents returned two kickoffs and 
two punts for touchdowns while also block- 
ing three Wolf Pack punts. 

Tormey did a nice job at Idaho, guiding 
the Vandals to the first bowl game in the 
school’s history. He brought the majority of 
his Idaho staff with him to Reno. It’s a staff 
that knows how to win, but it will take time. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (3) 


WR 3 Jermaine Brown (So.,1) 80 Nate Burleson (Fr., 0) 


77 Alan Parker (Fr., 0) 71 Brian Barnes (So., 0) 
69 Matt Cannon (Jr., 0) 70 Turmer Graham (Jr. 0) 
66 Cody Johnson (So., 1) 52 Evan Shuler (Fr., 0) 

65 Sean Folweiler (Jr., 0) 62 Brandon Siefker (So., 0) 
75 Clark Roosendaal (Sr, 2) 76 Nicholas Rae (Jr., 0) 

89 Erik Streelman (So.,1) 84 Scott Asai (Jr., 0) 

28 Mike Crawford (Jr., 0) 15 Mo Jones (Jr., 2) 

12 Aaron Carter (So., 1) 81. T.W. Cunningham (Sr., 2) 
14. David Neill (Jr, 2) 14 Zack Threadgill (So., 1) 
32 Adrien Dugas (Sr., 3) 4 Johnnie Holmes (So., 1) 


Defense (3) 


43 Jacob Silicz (Jr., 2) 92 Brant Hill (Fr., 0) 
90 Horacio Leyva (Jr., 2) 97 Isaiah Ross (Fr., 0) 


73 Rickie Stevens (Sr., 1) 98 John Fehoko (Fr., 0) 

56 Ronnie Taylor (Sr., 1) 49 Steve Sylvester (Jr., 0) 

22 Christian Broussard (Sr., 3)20 Maurice Townsell (Fr., 0) 

48 Josh Smith (Sr. 2) 55 Jorge Cordova (Fr., 0) 

39 Jeff Peterson (Jr., 2) 54 Bert Schenone (So., 1) 

44 Darren Taylor (Sr., 1) 19 Carl Lagrone (Fr., 0) 

29 Aaron Dean (So., 1) 6 Ronald Hardiman (Fr., 0) 
9 Brian Laudermilk (Sr., 2) Tim White (Fr., 0) 

17 Domonic Cruz (So., 1) 1 Leondre Lewis (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 


16 Mike Phillips (Sr., 1) 
85 Norm Brady (Jr., 2) 


KR 4 Johnnie Holmes (So., 1) 

PR 22 Christian Broussard (Sr., 3) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Big West): 3-8 (2-4) 
Mackay Stadium (31,545) 
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Middie Tennessee 


ore often than not Middle Ten- 
nessee was in over its head during 
its first year of Division I-A compe- 
tition. But with improved depth, the Blue 
Raiders think they can at least tread water in 
2000. 

“We've really helped ourselves in that 
department from a year ago,” says second- 


Kendall Newson 


year head coach Andy McCollum. “We're still 
not up to D-I numbers, but we're getting 
closer.” 

With 16 starters returning, the youngsters 
wont be thrown right into the fire — at least 
not when the Blue Raiders have the ball. MT 
should be able to move up and down the 
field. But the same is true for the opposition. 


The combined number of 

catches made in 1999 by 

Middle Tennessee’s top three 

receivers — Kendall Newson, Tyrone 

Calico and Hansford Johnson. All three 
wideouts return to action for 2000. 


McCollum is determined to complement 
his pass-happy offense with an effective run- 
ning game, even though the Blue Raiders 
rushed for little more than 100 yards a game. 

The burden falls squarely on senior Jamison 
Palmer and sophomore Dwone Hicks, who 
were listed as co-No. 1 at tailback at the con- 
clusion of spring drills. Palmer, who compiled 


1,351 all-purpose yards and led the team with 
548 yards rushing, has the speed to get outside 
while Hicks, who played in every game as a 
true freshman, is more of a power runner. Help 
may come from Tony Wesley, who missed 
most of last season with an injury. 

Junior quarterback Wes Counts is a proven 
performer. The left-hander set 11 school 
records and completed 63.8 per- 
cent of his passes for over 2,600 
yards. Counts figures to be even 
more productive since this was 
the first spring of his career that 
he did not have to learn a new 
system. 

Counts’ four favorite targets 
return to the lineup. Junior wide 
receiver Kendall Newson is the 
primary deep threat after posting 
school records of 69 catches and 
918 yards. 

Junior Hansford Johnson has 
been moved from wide receiver 
to the slot in an effort to take 
advantage of his speed and quick- 
ness in the open field. Sopho- 
more Tyrone Calico had the best 
freshman season of any 
receiver in school history 
with 65 catches for 695 
yards. Senior tight end Xavier 
Hatnot played in every game 
but caught only four passes. 

The starters in the 3—4 defense should 
hold their own. Right end Curtis Daniely 
started two games and can be a dominant 
down lineman. Ray Miller is a bit under- 
sized at tackle but has tremendous strength 
and footwork. Terrence King returns as a 
starter at left end after pacing the team in 
tackles for loss (seven) and sacks (four) 
last fall, and coaches hope that senior 
Diko Tinch, used primarily in goal line 
situations, can become an every-down 
player. 

Senior Keith Pauldo is the leader of 
MT’s linebacking corps. Pauldo, who has 
played in every game since joining the 
Blue Raiders, moves back inside after 
spending last year in the strong-side spot. 
Joining him inside is sophomore Chris 
Gatlin, who played sparingly. 

Senior safeties Mario Kelso and Delvin 
Pikes, who were the team’s leading tack- 
lers, often act as additional inside line- 
backers against the run in MT’s odd-man 
front. 

MT opponents completed 62 percent 
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of their passes for 2,568 yards. Look for those 
numbers to come down as safeties Kelso and 
Pikes have had a full year in McCollum’s sys- 
tem. The Blue Raiders recorded only 11 sacks 
last season; the hope is that the talented 
Daniely will mature quickly and fulfill his 
pass rushing potential. 

But the biggest improvement to the 
defense is the move of junior Wes Stephens 
from end to linebacker. The switch was made 
during the spring and Stephens greeted it 
with renewed enthusiasm. He is a solid pass 
rusher and will be called upon to harass the 
quarterback on every down. 

Newcomer Brian Kelly has the inside track 
for placekicking. Redshirt freshman Robert 
Billings emerged as the starting punter after 
spring drills. 

MT has a dangerous punt returner in 
Johnson, who ranked 17th nationally. Palmer 
will be called on once again to return kickoffs, 
but coaches are hopeful that he won't have 29 
opportunities like he did a year ago. 

McCollum was one of the nation’s top 
recruiters as an assistant at Baylor and has 
done an excellent job with his first two classes 


at MT. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 


27 Tyrone Calico (So., 1) 9 Rashaad Craft (Sr., 3) 
62 Chris Howington (Sr., 2) 68 Montez Haywood (Jr., 0) 
72 David Coy (So., 0) 61 Reggie Primas (Sr., 1) 
69 Brock Lillis (Sr., 1) 57 Glen Elarbee (So., 1) 
63 Gil Matias (Sr., 1) 77 Kevin Pascoe (So., 1) 
67 Barry Hall (Sr., 3) 59 Brandon Westbrook (Fr., 0) 
84 Xavier Hatnot (Sr., 1) 88 Brett Bucher (Fr., 0) 
17 Wes Counts (Jr., 2) 15 Lance Phillips (Jr., 0) 
21 Jamison Palmer (Sr.,1) | 33 Dwone Hicks (So., 1) 
12 Kendall Newson (Jr, 2) 18 PJ. Johnson (So., 0) 

3 Hansford Johnson (Jr, 2) 80 David Youell (So., 1) 


Defense (7) 


95 Terrence King (Sr., 1) 93 
94 Ray Miller (So., 0) 98 


Jonathan Proby (So., 1) 
Diko Tinch (Sr., 1) 

Brent Walker (Sr., 1) 
Marcus Harvey (Sr., 1) 
Isaiah Brown (Sr., 3) 

Billy Durham (Jr., 2) 

Scott Brown (Jr., 2) 
Muhammad Rashada (Fr., 0) 
Chris Johnson (So., 1) 


96 Curtis Daniely (So., 1) 99 
44 Glenn Jones (Sr., 1) 43 
86 Wes Stephens (Jr., 2) 30 
25 Keith Pauldo (Sr., 3) 45 
40 Chris Gatlin (So., 1) 41 
19 Jykine Bradley (Jr., 1) 5 
24 Delvin Pikes (Sr., 2) 10 
26 Mario Kelso (Sr., 2) 11 Kareem Bland (So., 1) 
8 Jermaine Francis (Sr.,1) 23 Korey Conner (Sr., 2) 


Special Teams 


Brian Kelly (Fr., 0) 
20 Robert Billings (Fr., 0) 


KR 21 Jamison Palmer (Sr., 1) 

PR 3 Hansford Johnson (Jr., 2) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


Head Coach: Andy McCollum 


1999 Record: 3-8 
Johnny Floyd Stadium (30,788) 
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Bilis 


uffalo figured out the hard way that 
Division I-A football can be brutal. In 
their first season with the big boys last 
fall, the Bulls came away with an 0-11 season 
competing in the Mid-American Conference. 
But with a year of learning in the bank, and 
following another off-season, the Bulls are 
optimistic. With 19 seniors to lead the way, 


Joe Freedy 


there are reasons to feel better. 

Opening the season at Syracuse is not 
good, but perhaps it’s called paying dues. The 
Bulls will also play at Rutgers and at home 
against Connecticut before beginning confer- 
ence play against Bowling Green. 


The scoring margin of last 

year’s Buffalo schedule. In the 

process of going 0-11 last season, 

the Bulls were outscored 426-130. 
That's a difference of 296 points. 


The offensive line will look different this 
fall as four of five starters are gone. The only 
returnee is David Pruce, who will take the 
field at left tackle after spending the last two 
years at guard. Joining him will be veteran 
Josh Stello, sophomore Matt Baniewicz and 
converted tight end Gabe Kogler. Stello had 
been stationed on defense for two years after 
starting at guard as a freshman. 

Junior tailback Derrick Gordon overcame 
preseason injuries last year to finish second on 
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the team with 517 yards and three touch- 
downs. Bam McDonald is the team’s most 
explosive back, but he was slowed by injuries 
last season and managed just 244 yards at 4.2 
per carry. 

Fullback Joe McKoy has been moved to 
defense to shore up the line on that side of the 
ball. Junior Marvin Brereton won the starting 
fullback job in the spring because 
of his size and strength. Redshirt 
freshman Tom Shaughnessy and 
Western Kentucky transfer 
David Harvey-Bowen will be 
there to back Brereton up. 

Junior quarterback Joe Freedy 
had never taken a snap at the col- 
lege level until last season. Now, 
he has 11 starts to his credit. He 
completed 51 percent of his 
passes and threw for 1,775 yards 
and eight touchdowns, but he 
also threw 11 interceptions. 
Quarterback depth receives a 
shot in the arm with the return of 
backup Mike Gaydosz, who 
missed most of last season with a 
shoulder injury. 

One of the team’s deepest 
positions may be tight end, 
with senior Brandon Shaugh- 
nessy at the forefront. He 
caught just 11 passes for 112 
yards in 1999, but he will be called upon 
to do more this season. At wide receiver, 
though, only time will tell. Drew Had- 
dad, the best the school has ever had, is 
gone and will be replaced by junior Dah- 
nel Singfield and sophomore Andre Ford, 
who finished third on the team in recep- 
tions with 12 for 148 yards and two 
touchdowns. At least three others will 
fight for playing time as well. 

Defensive lineman Marcus Cole is the 
headliner on defense. He registered 50 
tackles with two sacks last year. Bob 
Dzvonick will also be there after an 
injury-riddled sophomore season. And 
perhaps the surprise of last season, Steve 
Fleming, is back after coming up with 25 
tackles. Fleming should seriously chal- 
lenge last year’s stalwart at left end, Jamie } , 
Guerra, who led the 99 Bulls with three } p 
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sacks but missed spring drills after shoul- } KR 
PR 9 Dahnel Singfield (Jr., 2) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


der surgery. 

At linebacker, the Bulls have decent 
experience, including Chris Shelly and 
Brandon Jordan. Shelly had 89 tackles 
last fall while Jordan had 73. Senior Chris 
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Gray had a solid second half of the season and 
finished with 56 stops. 

Position changes and new faces will make 
the defensive secondary an interesting pro- 
ject. The team’s leader back there, Craig 
Rohlfs, missed spring practice to have off-sea- 
son shoulder surgery, and fellow starter Tory 
Smith has moved from cornerback to safety. 
Rohlfs tied for the conference lead last season 
with five interceptions, and he finished sec- 
ond on the team with 86 tackles. Smith 
missed two games with an ankle sprain, but is 
an excellent tackler. Senior cornerback Carlos 
Spencer is also back while a host of others will 
try to fill the fourth spot. 

Two seniors, kicker Mike Masucci and 
punter Scott Keller, are in place. Singfield will 
most likely handle the kick return chores after 
setting a school record last year with 803 
yards on 37 returns. 

Craig Cirbus has gone through a tough 
transition from Division III to I-A. He is 
17-38 in five seasons after working for Joe 
Paterno at Penn State. He has coached in 
three national championship bowl games, 
and now he’s simply trying to bring his Bulls 
along from the ranks of the winless. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 


Andre Ford (So., 1) 40 Al Brocutto (So., 1) 

74 David Pruce (Sr., 3) 89 Adam Ray (So., 0) 
73 Josh Stello (Sr., 3) 75 Roshon Bradley (Sr., 2) 
33 Matt Baniewicz (So., 1) Kevin Dunn (Fr., 0) 
86 Gabe Kogler (Sr., 3) 56 Rob Meyer (Sr., 3) 
66 Tim Hedges (Jr., 2) 71 Brian Johnessee (Jr., 1) 
88 Brandon Shaughnessy (Sr.,3) | Chad Bartoszek (So., 1) 
15 Joe Freedy (Jr., 1) 13 Mike Gaydosz (Jr., 2) 
31 Derrick Gordon (Jr., 2) 26 Bam McDonald (So., 1) 
27 Marvin Brereton (Jr., 1) Tom Shaughnessy (Fr., 0) 

9 Dahnel Singfield (Jr. 2) Alan Steinman (Fr., 0) 


Defense (7) 


61 Steve Fleming (So., 1) 
Kyle Kampf (So., 1) 


37 Jamie Guerra (So., 1) 
68 Aaron McMickle (So., 1) 
Andy Avery (Fr., 0) 
54 Brandon Nishnick (Sr., 3) 
Duane Williams (Sr., 0) 
25 Alex Lazo (So., 1) 
Chris Gray (Sr., 4) 
Mark Graham (So., 0) 
22 Youdlain Marcellus (So., 1) 
21 Craig Rohifs (Jr., 2) Ruben Vargas (Jr., 0) 
20 Carlos Spencer (Sr., 3) Jason Coley (So., 1) 


Special Teams 


7 Scott Keller (Sr., 3) 
85 Mike Masucci (Sr., 3) 
9 Dahnel Singfield (Jr. 2) 


96 Bob Dzvonick (Jr., 2) 
Marcus Cole (Sr., 1) 
45 Kulaa Bacheyie (Sr., 3) 
38 Chris Shelly (Jr., 2) 
42 Brandon Jordan (Jr., 2) 
6 Mike Lambert (So., 1) 
47 Tory Smith (Sr., 3) 


1999 Record (MAC): 0-11 (0-8) 
UB Stadium (31,000) 
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Huskies 
hat do Ray Allen, Richard Hamil- 
ton, Rebecca Lobo, Tate George, 
Swin Cash, Khalid El-Amin, 
Donyell Marshall and Jen Rizzotti have in 


common? 
Duh, they played basketball at Connecti- 


cut. 
Quick, who is the football coach at 
UConn? 
Don't know? Give up? 


John Fitzsimmons 


It’s second-year head man Randy Edsall. 

He’s the man in charge of shifting the spot- 
light in Storrs, Conn., from the hardwood to 
the gridiron as the coach of a newly minted 


Division I-A Independent program. 
© cut’s porous defense allowed 
at least 40 points during the 
1999 season. 


Number of times Connecti- 


But a 4~7 mark overall in 1999 and a 3-5 
mark in the tough yet not quite Division I-A- 
caliber Atlantic 10 are evidence that the path 
for Edsall and his team could have more road 
blocks than Geno Auriemma has vowels. 

“I pride myself on taking advantage of 
opportunities and attacking challenges head 
on,” Edsall says. “I see this as a great oppor- 
tunity.” 

With that said, it’s time for Connecticut to 
tipoff...ah, wait, what’s that phrase? Ah, yes, 


kick off the 2000 season. 

Running back Taber Small offers Edsall 
and the Huskies a bit of breathing room 
against a brutal schedule that includes games 
against Boston College and Louisville. The 
short but solidly built Small rushed for 757 
yards and 14 touchdowns last season. He 
enjoyed a career-high 175 yards and four 
touchdowns in an overtime loss to Villanova. 

Unfortunately, Small doesn’t offer much 
speed. Edsall may rotate in tal- 
ented incoming freshmen Evan 
Benson (1,008 yards as a high 
school senior), Jason Dellaselva 
(a two-time Connecticut all-state 
pick) and Chandler Poole (a 
burner who runs a 4.5 in the 40). 

Small and the others will have 
added effectiveness with the 
return of offensive linemen 
Corey Derfuss, Steve Darby, C.J. 
Hessel and Mark Compoli. 

Junior Ryan Tracey will start at 
quarterback for the Huskies. 

The juco transfer from Citrus 
(Calif) Community College 
enrolled at Connecticut last Jan- 
uary and went through 
spring practice with the 
Huskies. Tracey passed for 
227 yards and a touchdown 
in the Blue-White Spring 
Game and should provide 
athleticism and leadership to 
the position. 

Senior flanker John Fitzsimmons (112 
catches for 1,825 yards over the past two 
seasons) is a proven receiver who will 
quickly become a favorite target of Tracey. 
Small is also a viable option coming out 
the backfield. He caught 19 passes for 
140 yards last season. 

The team’s leading tackler the past two 
years, senior Jamar Wilkins, moved from 
linebacker to right defensive end to add a 
little more athleticism to the front four. 
He had a great spring scrimmage as did 
sophomore linebacker Razul Wallace. 

The linebacking corps is led by steady 
senior Brandon Smith. Uyi Osunde, who 
started the final four games of last season 
as a true freshman, should have an impact p 
this year. Ronel Jumpp, Ryan Timko and 
Greg Smoot should all see time on the 
front line. Hakeem Kashama, a legitimate 
Division I-A body, will start opposite 
Wilkins. 

Junior cornerback Roy Hopkins is a 


UConn SID 
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two-year starter who was among the team’s 
top tacklers last year and has started 20 con- 
secutive games. 

He's joined by strong safety Jamal Lundy, 
free safety Antonio Grant and cornerback 
Carl Bradford, who had two interceptions, 
seven tackles for a loss and three sacks last sea- 
son. 

Sophomore Marc Hickoc may have solidi- 
fied the kicking job when he nailed the game- 
winner for his side in the spring scrimmage. 
Hickoc’s fellow special teams leg man will be 
punter Randy McGillivray. 

Edsall, a former defensive coordinator at 
Georgia Tech, had big shoes to fill when 
Skip Holtz left the coaching position at 
Connecticut to join his father Lou at South 
Carolina. 

Holtz led the Huskies to some of their 
most productive seasons, including a spot in 
the 1998 Division I-AA postseason. 

Fortunately for Edsall, he’s moving into 
Division I-A this season, into a new 40,000- 
seat stadium in East Hartford in 2003 and 
the Big East in 2005. A very enviable position 
for a young coach — even at a basketball 
school. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


Ayo Sorrells (Jr, 1) 
Ed Injaychock (Fr., 0) 
Barry Crable (So., 0) 


82 Wes Timko (So., 1) 80 
77 C.J. Hessel (Jr., 1) 65 
52 Corey Derfuss (Sr., 3) 72 
68 Steve Darby (Sr., 2) 

63 Mark Campoli (Jr., 1) 66 
79 Steve Cully (So., 0) 75 
83 Rashad Drayton UJr.,1) 89 
32 John Fitzsimmons (Sr., 3) 25 
13 Ryan Tracey (Jr., 0) 12 
47 Terry McClowry (Fr., 0) 48 Justin Costa (Fr., 0) 
38 Taber Small (Jr., 2) Chandler Poole (Fr., 0) 


Defense (7) 


95 Hakeem Kashama (Fr., 0) 59 Paul Hurley (So., 1) 
50 Ronel Jumpp (Sr., 3) 78 Ryan Timko (Sr., 1) 
55 Greg Smoot (So., 1) 96 Matt Jackson (So., 1) 
45 Jamar Wilkins (Sr., 3) 90 Chris Towns (So., 0) 
97 Uyi Osunde (So., 1) 26 Kamari Stroman (Jr., 2) 
44 Jamie Lenkaitis (Jr., 2) 43 Razul Wallace (So., 1) 
51 Brandon Smith (Sr.,1) 39 Michael Mcintosh (Fr., 0) 
4 Carl Bradford (Jr., 2) 23 Jeff Larson (So., 0) 
21 Jamal Lundy (So., 1) 37 Charles Freeland (So., 1) 
11 Antonio Grant (So., 1) 30 Hans Hercule (Fr., 0) 
7 Roy Hopkins (Jr., 2) 35 Mike Gillon (Fr., 0) 


Special Teams 


95 Marc Hickok (So., 1) 
6 Randy McGillivray (Jr., 0) 


Laurence Oliver (Fr. 0) 
Bill Chester (Fr., 0) 
Tommy Collins (So., 1) 
Stephen O'Connor (Jr., 1) 
Luke Richmond (Jr., 2) 


KR = 4 Carl Bradford (Jr., 2) 

PR 4 Carl Bradford (Jr., 2) 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
NUMBER after class indicates letters won 


1999 Record (Division I-AA): 4-7 
Memorial Stadium (16,200) 
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CLEMSON 
Clemson, SC 
(6-6) 
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The Citadel 
Missouri 

Wake Forest 

at Virginia 

at Duke 

NC State 
Maryland 

at North Carolina 
Georgia Tech 
at Florida State 
South Carolina 
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DUKE 

Durham, NC 

(3-8) 

$.2 East Carolina 
at Northwestern 
Virginia 

at Vanderbilt 
Clemson 

at Florida State 
at Georgia Tech 
Maryland 

at Wake Forest 
at NC State 
North Carolina 


FLORIDA STATE 
Tallahassee, FL 
(12-0) 
A.26 BYU@ 
S.9 at Georgia Tech 
S$. 16 North Carolina 
§,23 Louisville 
28 at Maryland 
at Miami 
4 Duke 
1 Virginia 
8 at NC State 
Clemson 
1 at Wake Forest 
N.18 Florida 
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@Pigskin Classic, Jacksomile, FL 


GEORGIA TECH 
Atlanta, GA 


$.2 Central Florida 

$.9 Florida State 

S.16 Navy 

$.21 at NC State 

S$. 30 at North Carolina 
4 Wake Forest 

1 Duke 

8 at Clemson 

9 Virginia 

18 at Maryland 

N. 25 at Georgia 


MARYLAND 
College Park, MD 


$.9 Temple 

$.16 at West Virginia 
$.23 Middle Tennessee 
S.28 Florida State 

0.7 at Virginia 

0.14 at Clemson 
0.21 Wake Forest 
0,28 at Duke 

N.4 NC State 

N. 11 at North Carolina 
N.18 Georgia Tech 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Chapel Hill, NC 


$.2 Tulsa 
S.9 at Wake Forest 
$.46 at Florida State 
$.23 Marshall 
S.30 Georgia Tech 
14 NC State 
21 Clemson 
28 at Virginia 
at Pittsburgh 
1 Maryland 
8 at Duke 
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S.2 Arkansas State 
at Indiana 

SM 

Georgia Tech 
at Clemson 

at North Carolina 
Florida State 
at Maryland 
Duke 

at Virginia 
Wake Forest 
VIRGINIA 
Charlottesville, VA 
(7-5) 

$.2 BYU 

Richmond 

at Duke 
Clemson 

at Wake Forest 
Maryland 

at Florida State 
North Carolina 
at Georgia Tech 
NC State 

at Virginia Tech 


WAKE FOREST 

Winston-Salem, NC 

(7-5) 

A.31 Appalachian State 

§.9 North Carolina 

S.16 at Clemson 

S$.30 Virginia 

7 Vanderbilt 

14 at Georgia Tech 

21 at Maryland 
Duke 

1 Florida State 

8 at Naw 

. 25 at NC State 


ZZZOOONNY 
NRO 


zz 
ne 
Go 


NEO 
won 


ZZzZOOCONHNN 
e°-Sr“s 


= 
rs) 
a 


Blg East 


BOSTON COLLEGE 
Chestnut Hill, MA 
(8-4) 

$.2 at West Virginia 
at Army 

Navy 

Virginia Tech 
Connecticut 
Syracuse 

at Pittsburgh 
Rutgers 
Temple 

at Notre Dame 
at Miami 
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MIAMI 

Coral Gables, FL 
(9-4) 

A.31 McNeese State 
$.9 at Washington 
23 at West Virginia 
30 at Rutgers 

7 — Florida State 
21 at Temple 

28 Louisiana Tech 
4 — Virginia Tech 
11° Pittsburgh 


N.18 at Syracuse 
N.25 Boston College 


PITTSBURGH 
Pittsburgh, PA 


$.2 Kent 
$.9 at Bowling Green 
S.16 Penn State 

" Rutgers 
at Syracuse 
Boston College 
at Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 
at Miami 
at Temple 
West Virginia 
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RUTGERS 

New Brunswick, NJ 
(1-10) 

S.2 Villanova 
S.9 Buffalo 

16 at Virginia Tech 
23 at Pittsburgh 

30 Miami 

14 Temple 

21° at Nay 

28 at Boston College 
N. 11 West Virginia 
N.18 Notre Dame 
N.25 at Syracuse 


SYRACUSE 
Syracuse, NY 


S.2 Buffalo 
at Cincinnati 
at East Carolina 
BYU 
Pittsburgh 
at Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
at West Virginia 
at Temple 
Miami 
Rutgers 
TEMPLE 
Philadelphia, PA 
(2-9) 
$.2 at Nay 
$.9 at Maryland 
$.16 Bowling Green 
Eastern Michigan 
West Virginia 
at Virginia Tech 
4 at Rutgers 
‘1 Miami 

at Boston College 
1 Syracuse 
N.18 Pittsburgh 


VIRGINIA TECH 
Blacksburg, VA 

(14-1) 

A. 27 Georgia Tech 
Akron 

at East Carolina 
Rutgers 

at Boston College 
Temple 

West Virginia 

at Syracuse 
Pittsburgh 

at Miami 

at Central Florida 
Virginia 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Morgantown, WV 
(4-7) 

$.2 Boston College 
S.16 Maryland 
$.23 Miami 

S. 28 at Temple 

7 Idaho 

12 at Virginia Tech 
21 Notre Dame 
4 Syracuse 
if 
ii 
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1 at Rutgers 
8 East Carolina 
4 at Pittsburgh 


1Bigi0 


ILLINOIS 

Champaign, IL 

(8-4) 

S.2 Middle Tennessee 
at San Diego State 
California 
Michigan 

at Minnesota 
lowa 

at Penn State 

at Michigan State 
Indiana 

Ohio State 

at Northwestern 


9 
SBa° 


ZZZOOOVHN 
RRS mR 
ors 


CO 


INDIANA 
Bloomington, IN 
(4-7) 

S.9 NC State 
$.16 at Kentucky 
S$. 23 Cincinnati 
30 lowa 

7 at Northwestern 
14 at Michigan 
21° Minnesota 
28 Penn State 
4 atillinois 
11 Wisconsin 
N.18 at Purdue 


A.26 Kansas State@ 
Western Michigan 
lowa State 

at Nebraska 

at Indiana 
Michigan State 
at IMinois 

Ohio State 
Wisconsin 

at Penn State 

E Northwestern 
N.18 at Minnesota 
@ Kansas City, MO 


MICHIGAN 
Ann Arbor, MI 


ZZOOCOONNHH 
rene Nr wo 
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$.2 Bowling Green 
S.9 Rice 

$.16 at UCLA 

$. 23 at lllinois 

S$. 30 Wisconsin 

0.7 at Purdue 
0.44 Indiana 

0.21 Michigan State 
N.4 at Northwestern 
N.11 Penn State 
N.18 at Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE 
East Lansing, MI 
(10-2) 

S.9 Marshall 
S.16 at Missouri 
§. 23 Notre Dame 
30 Northwestern 
7 atlowa 

14 Wisconsin 

21 at Michigan 
28 Illinois 

4 at Ohio State 
11 Purdue 

at Penn State 


MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis, MN 
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La-Monroe 
Ohio 

at Baylor 

at Purdue 
MHinois 

Penn State 
at Ohio State 
at Indiana 
Northwestern 
at Wisconsin 
lowa 


NORTHWESTERN 
Evanston, IL 

(3-8) 

A. 34 Northern Ilinois 
S.9 Duke 

S.16 at TCU 

at Wisconsin 
at Michigan State 
Indiana 
Purdue 

at Minnesota 
Michigan 

at lowa 
Minois 
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ATHLON® 


OHIO STATE 
Columbus, OH 

(6-6) 

S.2 Fresno State 
at Arizona 
Miami 

Penn State 

at Wisconsin 
Minnesota 

at lowa 

at Purdue 
Michigan State 
at Illinois 
Michigan 
PENN STATE 
University Park, PA 
(10-3) 

A. 27 USC @ 

Toledo 
Louisiana Tech 
at Pittsburgh 
at Ohio State 
Purdue 

at Minnesota 
Minois 

at Indiana 
lowa 

at Michigan 
N.18 Michigan State 
@ Kickoff Classic, Giants 
Stadium, E. Rutherford, NJ 


PURDUE 

West Lafayette, IN 
(7-5) 

$.2 Central Michigan 
3 Kent 

at Notre Dame 
Minnesota 

at Penn State 
Michigan 

at Northwestern 
at Wisconsin 
Ohio State 

at Michigan State 
Indiana 


WISCONSIN 

Madison, WI 

(10-2) 

A.31 Western Michigan 

S.9 Oregon 

$.16 Cincinnati 

S$. 23 Northwestern 

S$. 30 at Michigan 
Ohio State 

4 at Michigan State 

1 Purdue 

8 at lowa 
Minnesota 

1 at Indiana 

5 at Hawaii 
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Big 12 


BAYLOR 
Waco, TX 


4.31 at North Texas 
S.16 Minnesota 
South Florida 
lowa State 

at Texas Tech 
Texas A&M 

at Nebraska 
at Texas 
Oklahoma 

f Missouri 
N.18 at Oklahoma State 


ZzZ09900NN 
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S.2 Colorado State@ 
at USC 
Washington 
Kansas State 
at Texas A&M 
Texas 

at Kansas 
Oklahoma State 
at Missouri 
lowa State 

at Nebraska 
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IOWA STATE 


A.31 Ohio 

$.9 UNLV 

16 atlowa 

at Baylor 
Nebraska 

4 at Oklahoma State 
1 Texas A&M 

8 Missouri 

at Kansas State 
1 at Colorado 
N.18 Kansas 


KANSAS 


(5-7) 
$.2 at SMU 
$.16 UAB 
$.23 Southern Illinois 
$.30 at Oklahoma 
Kansas State 
4 at Missoun 
1 Colorado 
8 Texas Tech 
at Nebraska 
1 Texas 
N.18 at lowa State 


KANSAS STATE 
Manhattan, KS 


A.26 lowa@ 

$.2 Louisiana Tech 
Ball State 
North Texas 
at Colorado 
at Kansas 
Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 

at Texas A&M 
lowa State 
Nebraska 
N.18 at Missouri 
@ Kansas City, MO 


MISSOURI 
Columbia, MO 


ZFOOOONHN 
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$.2 Western Illinois 

S.9 at Clemson 

16 Michigan State 

30 at Nebraska 
Oklahoma State 

4 Kansas 

1 at Texas 

8 at lowa State 
Colorado 

N. 11 at Baylor 

N.18 Kansas State 


NEBRASKA 
Lincoln, NE 


$.2 San Jose State 
$.9 at Notre Dame 
$.23  lowa 

$.30 Missouri 

0.7 — atlowa State 
0.14 at Texas Tech 
0.21 Baylor 

0.28 at Oklahoma 
N.4 Kansas 

N.11 at Kansas State 
N, 24 Colorado 


OKLAHOMA 

Norman, OK 

(7-5) 

$.2 UTEP 

Arkansas State 
Rice 

Kansas 

Texas@ 

at Kansas State 
Nebraska 

at Baylor 

at Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 

N. 25 at Oklahoma State 
@Dallas, TX 
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2000 College Schedules 


OKLAHOMA STATE 
Stillwater, OK 

(5-6) 

$.9 at Tulsa 

$.16 SW Texas State 
§.23 Southem Miss 
30 at Texas 

7 at Missouri 
14 lowa State 
28 at Colorado 
4 Texas A&M 
11 at Texas Tech 
N.18 Baylor 

N.25 Oklahoma 


Austin, TX 
(9-5) 
S.9  La-Lafayette 
$.16 at Stanford 
$.23 Houston 
S.30 Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma@ 
4 at Colorado 
1 Missouri 
8 Baylor 
at Texas Tech 
1 at Kansas 
N. 24 Texas A&M 
@Dallas, TX 


TEXAS A&M 
College Station, TX 
(8-4) 

$.2 at Notre Dame 


Sa° 
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Cotorado 

at Baylor 

at lowa State 
Kansas State 

at Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma 

at Texas 


TEXAS TECH 
Lubbock, TX 

(6-5) 

$.2 at Auburn 
North Texas 
La.-Lafayette 

at Texas A&M 
Baylor 
Nebraska 

at Kansas State 
at Kansas 
Texas 
Oklahoma State 
at Oklahoma 


Big West 


ARKANSAS STATE 
Jonesboro, AR 
(4-7) 

$.2 at NC State 
at Oklahoma 
Memphis 

at TCU 
Richmond 

at Ole Miss 
at Idaho 

New Mexico State 
at Utah State 
Boise State 
North Texas 


BOISE STATE 
Boise, ID 
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$.2 at New Mexico 

S.9 Northern lowa 
$.16 at Arkansas 

at Central Michigan 
at Washington State 
Eastern Washington 
North Texas 

at New Mexico State 
at Arkansas State 
Utah State 

Idaho 
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CoLLEGE FooTBALL 2000 


You know the drill. They 
tease you. They tell you, 
“Your scores are coming 
up next.” Why wait? Check 
out Yahoo! Sports. Fresh 
sports news 24 hrs. a day. 


www.yahoo.com 


Yahoo! Sports 
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2000 College Schedules 


IDAHO 

Moscow, ID 

(7-4) 

§.2 at Washington 
Montana 

at Oregon 


wo 
wo 
SOD 


Montana State 

at West Virginia 
Arkansas State 
at Utah State 

at North Texas 
New Mexico State 
at Boise State 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
Las Cruces, NM 

{6-5) 

$.2 at South Carolina 
New Mexico 

at Georgia 

at UTEP 

Army 

Tulsa 
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Boise State 
4 — Utah State 
11 at Idaho 
at North Texas 


NORTH TEXAS 
Denton, TX 
(2-9) 


> 
w 
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Baylor 

at Texas Tech 

at UNLV 

at Kansas State 
Samford 

Utah State 

at Boise State 

at LaLafayette 
Idaho 

at Arkansas State 
New Mexico State 


UTAH STATE 
Logan, UT 


Ro 
(or) 


PNUNR ON 
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S.2 at Texas Tech 
S.9 Southern Utah 
at Arizona State 
Utah 

at BYU 

at North Texas 
Idaho 

Arkansas State 


at Boise State 
Idaho State 
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Conference USA 


ARMY 
West Point, NY 
(3-8) 

\. at Cincinnati 
Boston College 
at Houston 
Memphis 


QO 


at East Carolina 
Tulane 

Air Force 

at Louisville 
Alabama 

Navy 


CINCINNATI 
Cincinnati, OH 
(3-8) 

$.2 Army 
Syracuse 

at Wisconsin 
at Indiana 

at Tulane 
Houston 

at Louisville 
Miami (OH) 
UAB 

at Memphis 
Southern Miss 


EAST CAROLINA 
Greenville, NC 
(9-3) 
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at Duke 
Virginia Tech 
Tulane 
Syracuse 

at Memphis 
Army 

at Louisville 
UAB 

Houston 

at West Virginia 
at Southern Miss 
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168 


at Washington State 


7 

14 

21 at Arkansas State 
28 


at New Mexico State 


at New Mexico State 


HOUSTON 

Houston, TX 

(7-4) 

$2 at Rice 

at LSU 

Army 

at Texas 

SMU 

at Cincinnati 
at Memphis 
Southem Miss 
at Tulane 

at East Carolina 
Louisville 


LOUISVILLE 
Louisville, KY 
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$.2 Kentucky 
Grambling 

at Florida State 
Connecticut 

at UAB 
Cincinnati 

East Carolina 
Tulane 

at Southern Miss 
Army 

at Houston 


MEMPHIS 
Memphis, TN 


VPRAWNO 
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S.2 Mississippi State 

$.9 — La-Monroe 

at Arkansas State 

at Army.” 

30 at Southern Miss 
East Carolina 

4 atUAB 

1 Houston 
Tennessee 

4 Cincinnati 

at Tulane 


SOUTHERN MISS 

Hattiesburg, MS 

(9-3) 

S.2. at Tennessee 

at Alabama 

at Oklahoma State 

Memphis 

South Florida 

4 at Tulane 

8 at Houston 
Louisville 

1 at UAB 

at Cincinnati 

East Carolina 


TULANE 

New Orleans, LA 
(3-8) 

$.2 at Ole Miss 

at East Carolina 
at SMU 
Cincinnati 

at La-Lafayette 
A Southern Miss 
at Army 

at Louisville 
Houston 

1 Naw 

Memphis 
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UAB 
Birmingham, AL 


S.7 Chattanooga 

at Kansas 

at LSU 

La-Lafayette 

7 Louisville 

414 Memphis 

21 Middle Tennessee 

28 at East Carolina 
at Cincinnati 

4 Southern Miss 

8 at Army 


AKRON 
Akron, OH 


ZzZzZzO0D9O MMS 


S.2 at Virginia Tech 
$.9 at Central Michigan 
Central Florida 
at Ohio 
10 Miami (OH} 

at Bowling Green 
4 Norther Illinois 
Connecticut 
Marshall 
Buffalo 
at Kent 


BALL STATE 
Muncie, IN 


on 
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at Florida 
Westem Illinois 
at Kansas State 
Northern Illinois 
at Miami (OH) 
Eastern Michigan 
at Buffalo 

at Central Michigan 
Westem Michigan 
at Toledo 
Connecticut 


BOWLING GREEN 
Bowling Green, OH 
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§.2 at Michigen 

S.9 Pittsburgh 

at Temple 

at Buffalo 

30 at Kent 
Akron 

4 at Miami (OH) 

1 Easter Michigan 
Marshall 

1 Ohio 

at Toledo 


- BUFFALO 


Buffalo, NY 

(0-11) 

S§.2 at Syracuse 
at Rutgers 
Connecticut 
8owling Green 
at Marshall 

at Ohio 

Ball State 

at Northern Illinols 
Kent 

at Akron 
Miami (Ok) 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 


$.2 at Purdue 
$.9 Akron 
at Wyoming 
Boise State 
30 at Toledo 
7 Kent 
21. at Ohio 
28 Ball State 
4 at Eastern Michigan 
1 
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1 Western Michigan 
8 at Northem Iitinois 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Ypsilanti, Ml 


S.2 Connecticut 

$.9 Miami (OH) 

at South Carolina 
at Temple 

S.30 Central Florida 

0.7 = Toledo 

0.44 — at Ball State 

0.21 at Bowling Green 
N.4 — Central Michigan 
N.14 Northern Illinois 

at Western Michigan 


§.2 at Pittsburgh 
$.9 at Purdue 
Youngstown State 
at Miami (OH) 
Bowling Green 

at Central Michigan 
Ohio 

at Marshall 
Westem Michigan 
at Buffalo 

Akron 


MARSHALL 
Huntington, WV 
(13-0) 
A. 34 
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SE Missouri State 
at Michigan State 
at North Carolina 
Buffalo 

Westem Michigan 
at Toledo 

21 Kent 

28 at Akron 

4 at Bowling Green 
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1 Miami (OH) 
8 at Ohio 
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MIAMI (OHIO) 
Oxford, OH 
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at Vanderblit 
at Eastern Michigan 
at Ohio State 
Kent 

at Akron 

Ball State 
Bowling Green 
at Cincinnati 
Ohio 

at Marshall 

at Buffalo 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Dekalb, IL 


OHIO 


at Northwestern 
Illinois State 

at Auburn 

at Ball State 
Central Rorida 

at Akron 

at Western Michigan 
Buffalo 

Toledo 

at Eastern Michigan 
Central Michigan 


Athens, OH 
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at lowa State 

at Minnesota 
Tennessee Tech 
Akron 

at Western Michigan 
8uffato 

at Kent 

Central Michigan 
at Miami (OH) 

at Bowling Green 
Marshall 


at Penn State 
Weber State 
Eastem Illinois 

at Western Michigan 
Central Florida 

at Eastern Michigan 
Marshall 

at Naw 

at Northern Illinois 
Ball State 

Bowling Green 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Kalamazoo, Ml 


(7-5) 


. 18 


at Wisconsin 

at lowa 

Indiana State 
Toledo 
Ohio” 

at Marshall 
Northern illinois 
at Kent 

at 8all State 

at Central Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 


Mountain West 


AIR FORCE 
Colorado Springs, CO 


(6-5) 
8.2 
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Cal. St-Northridge 


at Notre Dame 
at Army 
Colorado State 
San Diego State 


Florida State@ 

at Virginia 

at Air Force 
Mississippi State 
UNLV 

at Syracuse 

Utah State 

San Diego State 


COLORADO STATE 
Fort Collins, CO 


$.2  Colorado@ 


S.9 — East Tennessee State 


at Arizona State 
30 at Nevada 

7 New Mexico 
414 UNLV 

at Utah 


8YU 
4 at Air-Force 
Wyoming 
@Denver, CO 


NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque, NM 
(4-7) 

$.2 Boise State 
Oregon State 
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Northern Arizona 
Wyoming 

at Colorado State 
at Air Force 

Utah 

San Diego State 
at-UNLV 

at BYU 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
San Diego, CA 
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Arizona State 
$.9 _ Illinois 

at Arizona 

at Oregon State 
7 ~~ at Wyoming 
14° Utah 

24 at BYU 

28 Colorado State 
4 at New Mexico 
18 at Air Force 
UNLV 


$.23 
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UNLV 
Las Vegas, NV 


S.9 at lowa State 
North Texas 
at BYU 

30 Air Force 

7 Nevada 

14 at Colorado State 
21 = Wyoming 

28 at Ole Miss 

4 at Utah 

11 New Mexico 


UTAH 

Salt Lake City, UT 
(9-3) 

Ss. Arizona 

at California 
Washington State 
Air Force 

at Utah State 


OO 


Colorado State 
at New Mexico 
UNLV 


at Wyoming 
BYU 
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N. 25 


$.2 at Aubum 

$.9 at Texas A&M 
Centra! Michigan 
Nevada 

at New Mexico 
San Diego State 
Air Force 

at UNLV 

at BYU 

Utah 

at Colorado State 
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ARIZONA 
Tucson, AZ 


$.2 at Utah 

$.9 Ohio State 

San Diego State 
at Stanford 

at USC 
Washington State 
at Oregon 

UCLA 

at Washington 
Oregon State 
Arizona State 
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28 at San Diego State 
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at New Mexico State 


at San Oiego State 


at San Diego State 


ARIZONA STATE 
Tempe, AZ 


at San Diego State 
Colorado State 
Utah State 

at UCLA 

California 
Washington 

at Washington State 
Oregon 

usc 

at Stanford 

at Arizona 


CALIFORNIA 
Berkeley, CA 


9 — Utah 
~ at Illinois 
at Fresno State 
Washington State 
7 at Arizona State 
14 UCLA 
21 at Washington 
28 at USC 
4 Oregon State 
11 at Oregon 
Stanford 
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S.2 Nevada 

at Wisconsin 
Idaho 

UCLA 
Washington 

at USC 

Arizona 

at Arizona State 
at Washington State 
California 

at Oregon State 


OREGON STATE 
Corvallis, OR 


S.2 Eastern Washington 
S.9 at New Mexico 
San Oiego State 
30 USC 

7 at Washington 
14 Stanford 

21° atUCLA 

28 Washington State 
at California 
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41 at Arizona 
8 Oregon 


usc 
Los Angeles, CA 
(6-6) 
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Penn State@ 
$.9 Colorado 

San Jose State 
-at Oregon State 
7 Arizona 

14 Oregon 

21 at Stanford 

28 California 

4 at Arizona State 
14 Washington State 
at UCLA 

N. 25 Notre Dame 
@Kickoff Classic, Giants 
Stadium, E. Rutherford, NJ 


STANFORD 
Stanford, CA 
(84) 
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at Washington State 
San Jose State 
Texas 

Arizona 

at Notre Dame 
at Oregon State 
USC 
Washington 

at UCLA 
Arizona State 
at Califomia 
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UCLA 
Los Angeles, CA 


S.2 Alabama 
S.9 Fresno State 
Michigan 

. at Oregon 

S$. 30 Arizona State 
at Califomia 
Oregon State 
at Arizona 
Stanford 

1 at Washington 
8 USC 


WASHINGTON 
Seattle, WA 

(7-5) 

$.2 Idaho 

Miami 

at Colorado 

at Oregon 
Oregon State 

at Arizona State 
Califomia 

at Stanford 
Arizona 

UCLA 

at Washington State 


WASHINGTON STATE 
Pullman, WA 
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S.2 Stanford 
at Utah 
Idaho 

at California 
7 Boise State 
14 at Arizona 
21 Arizona State 
28 at Oregon State 
Oregon 

at USC 
Washington 


ALABAMA 
Tuscaloosa, AL 


S.2  atUCLA 

$.9 — Vanderbilt 
Southern Miss 
at. Arkansas 
South Carolina 
Ole Miss 

21 at Tennessee 
28 Central Rorida 
4 atLSU 

11 at Mississippi State 
Auburn 


ARKANSAS 
Fayetteville, AR 

(8-4) 

$.2 SW Missoun State 
Boise State 
Alabama 
Georgia 

0.7 La-Monroe 

0.14  at.South Carolina 
0.28 at Aubum 

N.4 Ole Miss 

N. 14 at Tennessee 

5 at Mississippi State 
N.25 LSU 


AUBURN 

Auburn, AL 

(5-6) 

S.2 Wyoming 

at Ole Miss 
LSU 

Northern Illinois 
Vanderbilt 

at Mississippi State 
at Florida 
Louisiana Tech 
Arkansas 
Georgia 

at Alabama 


FLORIDA 
Gainesville, FL 


88a° 
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S.2 Ball State 
S.9 Middle Tennessee 
§.16 at Tennessee 
Kentucky 
at Mississippi State 
LSU : 
Auburn 
vs. Georgia@ 
at Vanderbilt 

7 South Carolina 
N.18 at Florida State 
@Jacksonville, FL 


GEORGIA 
Athens, GA 
(84) 


Ow 


ZzZzO90NN 
PENPAdON 
aL 


Bp 


Y 
iN) 


Georgia Southern 
at South Carolina 
New Mexico State 
at Arkansas 
Tennessee 
Vanderbilt 

at Kentucky 

at Florida® 

at Auburn 

Ole Miss 

N. 25 Georgia Tech 
@Jacksonville, FL 


ZZOOOOMNH 
NBN 
ERBRE “SB 


z 
BR 
ao 


Sports™ CoL_teGe FooTBALt 2000 


KENTUCKY 
Lexington, KY 

(6-6) 

S.2 at Louisville 
South Florida 
Indiana 

at Florida 

at Ole Miss 
South Carolina 
at LSU 
Georgia 
Mississippi State 
Vanderbilt 

at Tennessee 
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S.2 Western Carolina 
Houston 

at Auburn 
Alabama 
Tennessee 

at Florida 
Kentucky 
Mississippi State 
Aiabama 

at Ole Miss 

at Arkansas 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Starkville, MS 

(10-2) 

S.2 at Memphis 

at BYU 

at South Carolina 
Rorida 

Auburn 

at LSU 

Middle Tennessee 
at Kentucky 
Alabama 
Arkansas 

at Ole Miss 
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16 at Vanderbilt 

30 Kentucky 

7 Arkansas State 
14 at Alabama 

28 UNLV 

4 at Arkansas 

11 LSU 

at Georgia 
Mississippi State 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Columbia, SC 
(0-44) 
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New Mexico State 
Georgia 

Eastern Michigan 
Mississippi State 
at Alabama 

at Kentucky 
Arkansas 

at Vanderbilt 
Tennessee 

at Florida 

at Clemson 


TENNESSEE 
Knoxville, TN 

(9-3) 

$.2 Southern Miss 
Florida 
La-Monroe 

at LSU 

at Georgia 
Alabama 

at South Carolina 
at Memphis 

. 11 Arkansas 

18 Kentucky 

at Vanderbilt 
VANDERBILT 
Nashville, TN 

(5-6) 
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Miami (OH) 

at Alabama 
Ole Miss 

Duke 

at Auburn 

at Wake Forest 
at Georgia 
South Carolina 
Florida 

at Kentucky 
Tennessee 
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FRESNO STATE 
Fresno, CA 


nf 


at Ohio State 
at UCLA 
California 

at Rice 
Nevada 

at UTEP 
Tulsa 

Hawaii 

at TCU 

SMU 

at San Jose State 


HAWAII 

Honolulu, HI 

(9-4) 

S.9 Portland State 
at UTEP 

Tulsa 

at TCU 

SMU 

at Rice 

San Jose State 
at Fresno State 
Nevada 
Louisiana Tech 
Wisconsin 
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$.2 at Oregon 

TCU 

at Wyoming 
Colorado State 
at UNLV 

at Fresno State 
San Jose State 
at SMU 

UTEP 

at Hawaii 

Rice 

at Tulsa 
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Houston, TX 
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Houston 

at Michigan 
Tulsa 

at Oklahoma 
at San Jose State 
Fresno State 
Hawaii 

at TCU 

SMU 

at UTEP 

at Nevada 


SAN JOSE STATE 
San Jose, CA 
(3-7) 
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at Nebraska 
at Stanford 
Southern Utah 
at USC 

Rice 

at SMU 
UTEP 

at Nevada 
at Hawaii 
TCU 

at Tulsa 
Fresno State 
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Dallas, TX 


$.2 Kansas 

at UTEP 

at NC State 
Tulane 

at Houston 
San Jose State 
at Hawaii 
Nevada 

at Rice 

Tulsa 

at Fresno State 
TCU 
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TCU 

Fort Worth, TX 

(8-4) 

$.9 at Nevada 
Northwestern 
Arkansas State 
at Navy 

Hawail 

at Tulsa 

Rice 

at San Jose State 
Fresno State 
UTEP 

at SMU 
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TULSA 


Tulsa, OK 


(2-9) 
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at North Carolina 
Oklahoma State 
at Rice 


at Fresno State 
at SMU 
San Jose State 
Nevada 
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l-A Independents 


at Oklahoma 
SMU 

at Texas A&M 
Hawaii 

New Mexico State 
at Tulsa 

at San Jose State 
Fresno State 

at Nevada 

Rice 

at TCU 


CENTRAL FLORIDA 
Orlando, FL 


(4-7) 
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at Georgia Tech 
Northwestern State 
at Akron 

William & Mary 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Northern Illinois 
Eastern Kentucky 
La.Monroe 

at Alabama 

at Louisiana Tech 
Virginia Tech 


CONNECTICUT 
Storrs, CT 


(4-7) 
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at Eastern Michigan 


Northeastern 

at Louisville 

at Boston College 
at Akron 

South Florida 
Middle Tennessee 
Rhode Island 

at Ball State 


Sam Houston 

at Texas 

at Texas Tech 
Northwestern State 
at UAB 

Tulane 

North Texas 

at Louisiana Tech 


at Memphis 

Nicholls State 

at Tennessee 

SW Texas State 

at Arkansas 

at Middle Tennessee 
at Central Florida 
La-Lafayette 
Louisiana Tech 
Wofford 


LOUISIANA TECH 
Ruston, LA 
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be re & NR at 
or > 


a 


at Kansas State 
at Penn State 
Stephen F. Austin 
at Tulsa 

at Middle Tennessee 
La-Lafayette 

at Auburn 

at Miami 

Central Florida 
La-Monroe 

at Hawaii 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
Murfreesboro, TN 


S.2  atillinois 

S.9 at Florida 
Murray State 
at Maryland 
Louisiana Tech 
La-Monroe 

at UAB 
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at Connecticut 
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Annapolis, MD 
(5-7) 
$.2 Temple 
at Georgia Tech 
at Boston College 
30 TCU 

at Air Force 

Notre Dame@ 
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#Baltimore, MD 


Purdue 
3 at Michigan State 
Stanford 


4 Nawe@ 

‘1 at West Virginia 
8 Air Force 

1 Boston College 
8 at Rutgers 
at USC 
@Orlando, FL 
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DELAWARE 

Newark, DE 

(7-4) 

$.2 at Rhode Island 
The Citadel 

at Hofstra 

West Chester 
Northeastern 

at Richmond 

at William & Mary 
James Madison 
New Hampshire 
at Massachusetts 
Villanova 


JAMES MADISON 
Harrisonburg, VA 
(8-4) 
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Lock Haven 
Liberty 

at South Florida 
New Hampshire 
Villanova 

at Rhode Island 
William & Mary 
at Delaware 
Maine 

at Richmond 

at Northeastern 
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$.9 Hofstra 
Howard 
at Villanova 
30 William & Mary 

4 at Massachusetts 
‘1 at Richmond 
8 Rhode Island 

at James Madison 

1 Northeastern 
8 New Hampshire 


at Mississippi State 


AIC 

at New Hampshire 
Villanova 
Delaware 

at Rhode Island 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Durham, NH 

(5-6) 

$.2 at Hampton 
Rhode Island 
Northeastern 
Dartmouth 

at James Madison 
Richmond 

at Villanova 
Massachusetts 
at Delaware 
Gardner-Webb 
at Maine 


z=zzO999N Ns 
SRP SRE WS 


ZZOOCONYON 
nye 
BRESvae 


es 
es 


N. 18 


at Delaware 
Massachusetts 
Villanova 

Rhode Island 

at William & Mary 
at Maine 

James Madison 
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at William & Mary 
James Madison 
at Northeastern 
at Maine 
Richmond 

at Connecticut 
Massachusetts 


RICHMOND 
Richmond, VA 
(5-6) 

S.2 Bucknell 

9 at Virginia 
16 Massachusetts 
30 
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4 at New Hampshire 
21 Maine 
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4 
8 at William & Mary 


VILLANOVA 
Philadelphia, PA 
(7-4) 

S.2 at Rutgers 


Norfolk State 
Maine 

at James Madison 
at Northeastern 
New Hampshire 
Richmond 

at Massachusetts 
William & Mary 

2 at Delaware 


WILLIAM & MARY 
Williamsburg, VA 


at Massachusetts 
s.9 VMI 

at Furman 

at Central Florida 
at Maine 

Rhode Island 
Delaware 

at James Madison 
Northeastern 

at Villanova 
Richmond 
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at Air Force 

at SW Texas State 
Northern Arizona 
Idaho State 

at Weber State 
Montana 

at Montana State 
Eastern Washington 
at Cal St.-Sacramento 
Cal Poly 

at Portland State 


CAL STATE-SACRAMENTO 
Sacramento, CA 


(6-5) 
$.2 
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at St. Mary's (CA) 
Cal Poly 

Portland State 

at Idaho State 
Weber State 

at Montana 
Montana State 

at Eastern Washington 
at UC Davis 

Cal St.Northridge 
at Northern Arizona 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 
Cheney, WA 


(7-4) 
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at Oregon State 
Western Oregon 
Idaho State 

at Weber State 
Montana 

at Montana State 
at Boise State 

Cal St-Sacramento 
at Cal. St-Northridge 
Northern Arizona 
at Portland State 


IDAHO STATE 
Pocatello, ID 


(3-8) 
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Montana Tech 

at Eastern Washington 
Cal St-Sacramento 
at Cal St-Northridge 
Northern Arizona 

at Portland State 
Southern Utah 
Weber State 

at Montana 
Montana State 

at Utah State 


MONTANA 
Missoula, MT 


(9-3) 
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Hofstra 

at Idaho 

Cal Poly 

at Eastern Washington 
Cal St.-Sacramento 
at Cal St..Northridge 
Northern Arizona 

at Portland State 
Idaho State 

at Weber State 
Montana State 


MONTANA STATE 
Bozeman, MT 
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Humboidt State 

at Weber State 

Cal Poly 

at Idaho 

Eastern Washington 
at Cal St.Sacramento 
Cal St.-Northridge 
at Norther Arizona 
Portland State 

at Idaho State 

at Montana 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 
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Chadron State 

at Cal St-Northridge 
at New Mexico 
Portland State 

at Idaho State 
Weber State 

at Montana 
Montana State 

at Eastern Washington 
Cal St-Sacramento 
Southern Utah 


PORTLAND STATE 
Portland, OR 


(8-3) 
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Western Washington 
at Hawaii 

at Cal St.Sacramento 
at Northern Arizona 
Hofstra 

Idaho State 

at Weber State 
Montana 

at Montana State 
Eastern Washington 
Cal St-Northridge 


Western State 

at Toledo 

Montana State 
Eastern Washington 
at Cal St-Sacramento 
Cal St.-Northridge 
at Norther Arizona 
Portland State 

at Idaho State 
‘Westem New Mexico 
Montana 


ILLINOIS STATE 
Normal, IL 


(11-2) 


West Virginia Tech 
at Northern Iilinois 
at SE Missouri State 
at Northern lowa 
Youngstown State 
at Indiana State 
Prairie View A & M 
Souther Illinois 
at Western Illinois 
Eastern Illinois 
SW Missouri State 


INDIANA STATE 
Terre Haute, IN 


(3-8) 
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Eastern Illinois 
Eastern Kentucky 

at Western Michigan 
at Murray State 

at Western Illinois 
SW Missouri State 
Minois State 
Northern lowa 

at Youngstown State 
at Southern Illinois 
at Western Kentucky 


NORTHERN IOWA 
Cedar Falls, 1A 


(8-3) 
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Morningside 

at Boise State 

at Southern illinois 
Stephen F. Austin 
Illinois State 

at Youngstown State 
at Indiana State 
SW Missouri State 
at Cal Poly 

Prairie View A&M 
Western Illinois 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
Carbondale, IL 


0.7 
0.4 
0. 21 
0. 28 
N.4 
N41 
N. 4 


SW MI 


at Murray State 

SE Missouri State 
Northern lowa 

at Kansas 

Western Illinois 
Drake 

at SW Missouri State 
at Illinois State 
Indiana State 

at Youngstown State 
at Western Kentucky 


ISSOURI STATE 


Springfield, MO 


(5-6) 
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at Arkansas 
Missouri Southern 
at McNeese State 
Youngstown State 
at Indiana State 
Western Illinois 
Southern Illinois 
at Northern lowa 
Tenn-Martin 

SE Missouri State 
at Illinois State 
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WESTERN ILLINOIS 
Macomb, IL 


at Missouri 

at Ball State 

Sam Houston 
Nicholls State 
Indiana State 

at Souther Illinois 
at SW Missouri State 
Youngstown State 
Morgan State 
Illinois State 

at Northern lowa 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
Youngstown, PA 
(11-2) 
A. 31 
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Stippery Rock 
Edinboro 

at Kent 

at SW Missouri State 
at Illinois State 
Northen lowa 

at Western Illinois 
Indiana State 
Hofstra 

Southern Illinois 
at Cal Poly 


Ivy League 


BROWN 
Providence, RI 
(9-1) 
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San Diego 

Harvard 

at Rhode Island 

at Fordham 

4 at Princeton 

1 Cornell 

8 at Penn 
Yale 

1 at Dartmouth 

Columbia 


COLUMBIA 


(3-7) 
Fordham 
at Bucknell 
Princeton 
Lafayette 
4 at Penn 
4 Dartmouth 
8 at Yale 
at Harvard 
1 Cornell 
at Brown 


CORNELL 
Ithaca, NY 
{7-3) 
at Bucknell 
Yale 
at Lehigh 
at Harvard 
4 Colgate 
1 at Brown 
8 Princeton 
Dartmouth 
1 at Columbia 
Penn 


DARTMOUTH 

Hanover, NH 

(2-8) 

Colgate 

at New Hampshire 

at Penn 

Yale 

4 Holy Cross 

1 at Columbia 

8 Harvard 
at Cornell 

1 Brown 

at Princeton 


HARVARD 
Cambridge, MA 
(5-5) 

Holy Cross 
at Brown 

at Lafayette 
. Cornell 
.14 Lehigh 

at Princeton 
at Dartmouth 
Columbia 

. 11 at Penn 
. 18 Yale 
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PENN 


Philadelphia, PA 


6-5) 
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at Lehigh 
Lafayette 
Dartmouth 
at Holy Cross 
Columbia 

at Yale 
Brown 

at Princeton 
Harvard 

at Cornell 


PRINCETON 
Princeton, NJ 
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YALE 


at Lafayette 
Lehigh 
at Columbia 


, at Colgate 


Brown 
Harvard 
at Cornell 
Penn 

at Yale 
Dartmouth 


New HAven, CT 
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Metro Atlantic 


Dayton 

at Cornell 
Holy Cross 
at Dartmouth 
at Fordham 
Penn 
Columbia 

at Brown 
Princeton 

at Harvard 


CANISIUS 
Buffalo, NY 


(1-10) 


at ona 

St. Peter's 
at Gannon 
La Salle 

at Rochester 
Siena 

at Marist 

at Alfred 

at Fairfield 
Duquesne 


DUQUESNE 
Pittsburgh, PA 


(8-3) 


at VMI 
Fairfield 
Marist 

at Bucknell 
at St. John's 
Georgetown 
lona 

at St. Peter's 
at Siena 
Lafayette 

at Canisius 


FAIRFIELD 
Fairfield, CT 


JONA 


at Fordham 

at Duquesne 
lona 

at Siena 

St. Peter’s 
Georgetown 

at Marist 
Canisius 

at La Salle 

at Jacksonville 


New Rochelle, NY 


(5-5) 
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Canisius 

La Salle 
Montclair State 
at Fairfield 

St. Peter's 

at Marist 

at Duquesne 
at Sacred Heart 
at Georgetown 
Siena 

St. John’s 


LA SALLE 
Philadelphia, PA 
(44) 

S.2 at St. Francis 
9 Duquesne 
16 atlona 

23 Siena 

30 at Catholic 
at Canisius 
21 Shenandoah 
28 at St. John’s 
4 at St. Peter's 
11° Marist 

18 Fairfield 


MARIST 

Poughkeepsie, NY 
(6-5) 
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4 


W. Connecticut State 
at St. Peter's 

at Duquesne 

at Wagner 

at Georgetown 

lona 

Canisius 

Fairfield 

at La Salle 

. at Siena 


ST. PETER’S 
Jersey City, NJ 
{1-10) 
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Marist 

at Canisius 
22 Pace 

30 Siena 

7 atlona 

at Fairfield 

21 St. Johns 

28 Duquesne 

4 LaSalle 

411 at Georgetown 


SIENA 
Loudonville, NY 
(3-7) 
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Hartwick 

at Kutztown 

at La Salle 

at St. Peter's 
7 ‘Fairfield 
21 at Canisius 
28 at St. Anslem’s 
4 Duquesne 
11 ationa 
. 18 Marist 


Mid-Eastern 


BETHUNE-COOKMAN 
Daytona Beach, FL 
(7-4) 
$.2 Jacksonville 
Norfolk State 
Johnson C, Smith 
Morris Brown 

at Morgan State 
Delaware State 
SC State 

at NC A&T 

at Hampton 

at Howard 

at Florida A&M 
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Florida A&M 
at Elon 
. Fayetteville State 
. Liberty 
. Hampton 
0. at Bethune Cookman 
. at Morgan State 
. SC State 
N. NC A&T 
. at Norfolk State 
E at Howard 
FLORIDA A&M 
Tallahassee, FL 
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at Delaware State 
9 Morgan State 
16 vs. SC State 

23 vs. Tennessee St. 
30 Howard 
Grambling 

14 NC A&T 

21 at Norfolk State 
28 Hampton 

4 — at Southem 

18 v. Bethune-Cookman 
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HAMPTON 
Hampton, VA 


New Hampshire 
vs. Howard 
Winston-Salem St. 
Southern Utan 
30 at Delaware State 
14  Norfotk State 

21 at SC State 

28 at Alorida A&M 

4 Bethune-Cookman 
14 NC A&T 

N.18 at Morgan State 


HOWARD 

Washington, DC 
(5-6) 
$.2 
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Jackson State 
at Hampton 
at Maine 
Morgan State 
30 at Florida A&M 
14 at Towson 

21° NC ART 
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Norfolk State 

at SC State 
41 Bethune-Cookman 
Delaware State 


MORGAN STATE 
Baltimore, MD 
(2-8) 
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at Florida A&M 

at Towson 

at Howard 
Bethune-Cookman 
7 atNC A&T 

14 at Savannah State 
21 Delaware State 
28 at Western Illinois 
4 — at Norfolk State 
11 at SC State 
Hampton 


NORFOLK STATE 
Norfolk, VA 

(2-9) 
$.2 at Virginia State 

at Bethune-Cookman 
at Villanova 

at NC A&T 

SC State 

at Hampton 

Florida A&M 

at Howard 

Morgan State 
Delaware State 
Texas Southern 


NC A&T 
Greensboro, NC 
(11-2) 
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NC Central 
Tennessee State 
Eton 

Norfolk State 
Morgan State 

at Florida A&M 

at Howard 
Bethune-Cookman 
at Delaware State 
at Hampton 

vs. SC State 


SC STATE 
Orangeburg, SC 
(4-6) 
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Benedict 
Savannah State 
at Florida A&M 

at The Citadel 

at Norfolk State 
at Bethune-Cookman 
Hampton 

at Delaware State 
Howard 

Morgan State 

at NC A&T 


Northeast 


Albany, NY 
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at Northeastern 
at Rowan 
Wagner 

at Stony Brook 
St. Francis 

at St. John's 

at Sacred Heart 
Central Conn. State 
Monmouth 

at Robert Morris 
at Hofstra 
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CENTRAL CONN. STATE 
New Britain, CT 


Frostburg State 
at Sacred Heart 
at Monmouth 
St. John’s 

at San Diego 
Wagner 

at Robert Morris 
at Albany 

St. Francis 
Stony Brook 


MONMOUTH 
W. Long Branch, NJ 
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at Wagner 

at Robert Morris 
Central Conn. State 
Sacred Heart 

7 at CW Post 

14 St. Francis 

21 Stony Brook 
28 Towson 

4 at Albany 

410 at St. John’s 
at Jacksonville 


ROBERT MORRIS 
Corapolis, PA 

(8-2) 

Buffalo State 
Monmouth 

at St. Francis 
St. John’s 

4 at Dayton 

‘1 Central Conn. State 
8 at Wagner 

at Sacred Heart 
Atbany 

at Stony Brook 


SACRED HEART 
Fairfield, CT 

(2-9) 
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Assumption 

at Bryant 
Central Conn. State 
at St. John’s 
at Monmouth 
at Stony 8rook 
Albany 

lona 

Robert Morris 
at St. Francis 
Wagner 


ST. JOHN'S 
New York, NY 


at St. Francis 
at Stony Brook 
Sacred Heart 
at Central Conn. State 
at Robert Morris 
4 Albany 
‘1 at St Peter's 
8 LaSalle 
at Wagner 
O Monmouth 
8 at lona 


ST. FRANCIS 
Loretto, PA 

(2-9) 
$2 
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La Salle 

St. John's 

at 8utler 
Stony Brook 
Robert Morris 
at Albany 

at Monmouth 
Wagner 

at Central Conn. State 
Sacred Heart 
at St. Peter's 


STONY BROOK 
Stonybrook, NY 
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Southern Connecticut 
St. John's 

at St. Francis 
Albany 

at Wagner 

4 Sacred Heart 

‘1 at Monmouth 

8 at Jacksonville 

1 “at Central Conn. State 
8 Robert Morris 


SPORTS™ 


WAGNER 
Staten Island, NY 


Monmouth 
Georgetown 
at Albany 
Marist 
7 Stony Brook 
14 at Central Conn. State 
21 at St. Francis 
28 Robert Morris 
St. John's 
1 at Jacksonville 
8 at Sacred Heart 


Ohio Valley 


EASTERN ILLINOIS 
Charleston, IL 
(2-10) 


at Indiana State 

Kentucky Wesleyan 

at Toledo 

23 at TennMartin 
Tennessee State 

4 Murray State 

1 at Tennessee Tech 

8 at Western Kentucky 
SE Missouri State 

1 at lilinois State 

8 Eastem Kentucky 


SE MISSOURI STATE 
Cape Girardeau, MO 
(3-8) 
A. 31 
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at Marshall 

at Souther Illinois 
Illinois State 
Western Kentucky 
at Eastem Kentucky 
at Tennessee Tech 
Murray State 
Tenn-Martin 

at Eastern Illinois 
at SW Missouri State 
at Tennessee State 


TENNESSEE TECH 
Cookeville, TN 
(5-5) 
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Harding University 
at Ohio 

at Eastern Kentucky 
Tenn-Martin 

7 SE Missouri State 
14 at Westem Kentucky 
21° Eastem Illinois 

28 at Murray State 

4 Tennessee State 
41 Samford 

at Westem Carolina 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 
Richmond, KY 

(7-4) 
A. 31 
8.9 


Glenville State 

at Indiana State 
Tennessee Tech 
SE Missouri State 
at Western Kentucky 
4 at Central Florida 
1 at Tenn-Martin 

8 Tennessee State 
Murray State 
Kentucky State 

at Eastern Illinois 


TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
Martin, TN 

(1-10) 
A. 34 
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Lambuth 

at Western Kentucky 
at Samford 

Easter Illinois 

at Tennessee Tech 
Murray State 

at Tennessee State 
Eastern Kentucky 

at SE Missouri State 
at SW Missouri State 
Wingate 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
Bowling Green, KY 
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Tenn-Martin 

at Elon 

at SE Missouri State 
at Murray State 

7 Eastern Kentucky 
14 Tennessee Tech 

21 at Tennessee State 
28 Eastern Illinois 

4 at South Florida 

1 Indiana State 

8 Southern Illinois 


MURRAY STATE 
Murray, KY 


Southern Illinois 

at Samford 

at Middle Tennessee 
Indiana State 
Western Kentucky 
at Tenn-Martin 

at Eastern Illinois 

at SE Missouri State 
Tennessee Tech 

at Easter Kentucky 
Tennessee State 


TENNESSEE STATE 
Nashville, TN 
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Alabama State 
vs. NC A&T@ 
§.16 vs. Jackson State# 
23 vs. Florida A&M& 
7 at Eastern Illinois 
14 TennMartin 
21 Western Kentucky 
28 at Eastem Kentucky 
4 at Tennessee Tech 
.11 at Murray State 
N.18 SE Missouri State 
@Cincinnati, OH 
#Memphis, TN 
&Atlanta, GA 
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BUCKNELL 
Lewisburg, PA 
(74) 
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at Richmond 
Comell 
Columbia 
Duquesne 
at Georgetown 
4 Lafayette 
1 at Lehigh 
8 Fordham 
at Holy Cross 
1 at Towson 
Colgate 


COLGATE 
Hamilton, NY 
{10-2) 

at Connecticut 
at Dartmouth 
Fordham 

at Towson 
0.7 Princeton 
0.14 at Comell 
0.21 St. Mary's 
0. 28 Lafayette 
N.4 at Lehigh 
N. 14 Holy Cross 
at Bucknell 


Fairfield 

16 at Columbia 
23 at Colgate 
30 at Georgetown 
7 ~~ 8rown 

Yale 

21 = Towson 

28 at Bucknell 

4 Lafayette 

11 at Lehigh 
18 at Holy Cross 


HOLY CROSS 
Worcester, MA 
(3-8) 
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at Georgetown 

at Harvard 

Towson 

at Yale 

Penn 

at Dartmouth 

at Lafayette 

8 Lehigh 
Bucknell 

1 at Colgate 

8 Fordham 
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LAFAYETTE 
Easton, PA 


Towson 
Princeton 
at Penn 
Harvard 
at Columbia 
4 at Bucknell 
1 Holy Cross 
8 at Colgate 
at Fordham 
1 at Ouguesne 
Lehigh 


LEHIGH 
Bethlehem, PA 


at Wofford 

Penn 

at Princeton 

Cornell 

at Towson 

4 at Harvard 

1 8ucknell 

8 at Holy Cross 
Colgate 

1 Fordham 

at Lafayette 


TOWSON 
Towson, MD 
(7-4) 
$.2 at Fordham 
at Lafayette _ 
Morgan State 
at Holy Cross 
Colgate 
Lehigh 
Howard 

at Monmouth 
at St. Mary's 
Bucknell 

at Drake 
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BUTLER 
Indianapolis, IN 
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Morehead State 
St. Francis 
Dayton 

at Albion College 
at Valparaiso 
San Diego 

at Drake 

at Quincy 


Tiffin 

Ohio Northem 
at Yale 
Morehead State 
at Butler 

at Austin Peay 
Robert Morris 
Drake 

St. Joseph's 
at Valparaiso 
at San Diego 
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DRAKE 

Des Moines, IA 

(7-4) 

$. McKendree 

at St. Ambrose 

at Wisc.-Stevens Pt. 
San Diego 
Valparaiso 

at Southem Illinois 
at Dayton 

Butler 

Jacksonville 

at St. Mary's 
Towson 


SAN DIEGO 


San Diego, CA 
(5-5) 
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Azusa Pacific 
at Whittier 
at 8rown 
Menlo 
0 at Drake 
Central Conn. State 
4 Davidson 
1 at Butler 
8 Valparaiso 
1 Dayton 


VALPARAISO 
Valparaiso, IN 
{9-2} 

at Thi State 
at Hope 

at St. Francis 
Austin Peay 
Morehead 

at Orake 
Butler 

at St. Joseph’s 
at San Diego 
4 Dayton 

11° Aurora 


APPALACHIAN STATE 
Boone, NC 


at Wake Forest 
Troy State 

The Citadel 

at East Tennessee State 
Furman 

at Georgia Southem 
Wofford 

at Chattanooga 

VMI 

at Western Carolina 
Liberty 


CHATTANOOGA 
Chattanooga, TN 
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Samford 

at UAB 

Miss. Valley State 
Georgia Southern 
at Wofford 

VMI 

at Western Carolina 
Appalachian State 
at The Citadel 

1 fast Tennessee State 
at Furman 


THE CITADEL 
Charleston, SC 


at Clemson 

at Delaware 
Western Carolina 

at Appalachian State 
SC State 

East Tennessee State 
at Furman 

Georgia Southern 

at Wofford 
Chattanooga 

at VMI 


EAST TENNESSEE STATE 
Johnson City, TN 
(6-5) 
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at Liberty 

at Colorado State 
VMI 

at Western Carolina 
Appalachian State 
at The Citadel 
Furman 

at Georgia Southern 
Wofford 

at Chattanooga 
Charleston Southern 


FURMAN 
Greenville, SC 
(9-3) 
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Eton 

Newberry 

William & Mary 

at VMI 

Western Carolina 

at Appalachian State 
The Citadel 

at East Tennessee State 
Georgia Southern 

at Wofford 
Chattanooga 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
Statesboro, GA 
(11-2) 
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at Georgia 

Johnson C. Smith 
Wofford 

at Chattanooga 

vl 

at Westem Carolina 
Appalachian State 
at The Citadet 

East Tennessee State 
at Furman 
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VMI 
Lexington, VA 
{1-10} 
$.2 Duquesne 

at William & Mary 

at East Tennessee State 
Furman 

at Georgia Southern 
Wofford 

at Chattanooga 
Charteston Southem 
Western Carolina 

at Appalachian State 
The Citadel 


WESTERN CAROLINA 
Cullowhee, NC 
(3-8) 
$.2 at LSU 
$.9 — LenoirRhyne 
6 at The Citadet 
3 East Tennessee State 
(0 at Furman 

Georgia Southem 
4 at Wofford 
1 
8 
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Chattanooga 

at VMI 
Appalachian State 
Tennessee Tech 


WOFFORD 


Spartanburg, SC 
(6-5) 
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Lehigh 
at Georgia Southern 

at Charteston Southern 
Chattanooga 

at VMI 

Western Carolina 

at Appalachian State 
The Citadel 

at East Tennessee State 
Furman 

at La.Monroe 


Southland 


JACKSONVILLE STATE 
Jacksonville, AL 
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at South Florida 
Cumberland 
Samford 
at Charleston Southern 
Sam Houston 
4 at McNeese State 
1 at SW Texas State 
8 Stephen F. Austin 
Northwestern State 
1 at Nicholls State 
Troy State 


MCNEESE STATE 
Lake Charles, LA 
(6-5) 
A.31 at Miami 

Prairie View A&M 

SW Missouri State 

at Alcorn State 
Stephen F. Austin 
Jacksonville State 

at Northwestern State 
at Sam Houston 

SW Texas State 

at Troy State 

Nicholis State 


NICHOLLS STATE 
Thibodaux, LA 
(1-10) 
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Central Arkansas 
at La.-Monroe 

at Western Illinois 
at Samford 

at SW Texas State 
4 Northwestern State 
1 Stephen F. Austin 
8 at Troy State 

Sam Houston 
Jacksonville State 
at McNeese State 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 
Natchitoches, LA 


Southem 

at Central Florida 

at La.Lafayette 
Gardner Webb 

Troy State 

at Nicholls State 
McNeese State 

at SW Texas State 
at Jacksonville State 
Sam Houston 

at Stephen F. Austin 
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SAM HOUSTON 
Huntsville, TX 
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at La-Lafayette 

SE Oklahoma 

at Western Illinois 
Texas A&M-Kingsville 
at Jacksonville State 
at Stephen F. Austin 
Troy State 

McNeese State 

at Nicholls State 

at Northwestern State 
SW Texas State 


SW TEXAS STATE 
San Marcos, TX 

(3-8) 
A. 31 
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Midwestern State 
Cal State-Northridge 
at Oklahoma State 
at La-Monroe _ 
Nicholls State 

4 at Troy State 

1 Jacksonville State 
8 Northwestern State 
4 — at McNeese State 
411 Stephen F. Austin 
at Sam Houston 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
Nacogdoches, TX 


Abilene Christian 
Texas A&M-Commerce 
at Louisiana Tech 

at Northern lowa 

at McNeese State 
Sam Houston 

at Nicholis State 

at Jacksonville State 
Troy State 

at SW Texas State 
Northwestem State 


TROY STATE 
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at Alabama A&M 

at Appalachian State 
Alabama State 

at South Florida 

at Northwestern State 
SW Texas State 

at Sam Houston 
Nicholls State 

at Stephen F. Austin 
McNeese State 

at Jacksonville State 


SWAC 


ALABAMA A&M 
Huntsville, AL 
(6-5) 
$.2 


S. 16 
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Troy State 
Henderson State 
Grambling . 

at Prairie View A&M 
Miss. Valley State 
Southern 

Morris Brown 
Alabama State 

at Jackson State 
Alcorn State 

at Arkansas-Pine Bluff 


ALABAMA STATE 
Montgomery, AL 
(2-9) 
§.2 
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at Tennessee State 
at Alcorn State 

at Troy State 
Atkansas-Pine Bluff 
at Southem 
Jackson State 

at Prairie View A&M 
Alabama A&M 

at Grambling 

Miss. Valley State 
Tuskegee 


ALCORN STATE --- 
Lorman, MS 
(3-7) 
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at Grambling 
Alabama State 

Fort Valley State 
McNeese State 
ArkansasPine Bluff 
at Prairie View A&M 
Texas Southern 
Southem 

at Miss. Valley State 
at Alabama A&M 

at Jackson State 
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ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 
Pine Bluff, AR 


at Miss. Valley State 
Southern 

at Alabama State 
Alcom State 

at Texas Southern 
Grambling 
Kentucky State 
Jackson State 
Prairie View A&M 
Lane 

Alabama A&M 


GRAMBLING 
Grambling, LA 
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Alcorn State 

at Louisville 

at Alabama A&M 

at Miss. Valley State 
Prairie View A&M 
Rorida A&M 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Jackson State 

at Texas Southern 
Southern 


JACKSON STATE 
Jackson, MS 


at Howard 

Tennessee State 
Southern 

Alabama State 

Miss. Valley State 

at Grambling 

at Arkansas Pine-Bluff 
5 Alabama A&M 

. 14 New Haven 

Alcorn State 


MISS. VALLEY STATE 
Itta Bena, MS 

(3-8) 
$.2 
8.9 
$.16 
S. 23 
$. 30 
0.7 
0. 214 
0. 28° 


Askansas-Pine 8luff 
Delta State 

at Chattanooga 
Grambling 

at Alabama A&M 
at Jackson State 
at Texas Southern 
Prairie View A&M 
N.4 — Alcom State 

N.11 at Alabama State 


PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 
Prairie View, TX 
(2-8) 
§.2 Texas Southern 
McNeese State 
Southern 

Alabama A&M 
Grambling 

Alcom State 

Alabama State 

at Illinois State 

at Miss. Valley State 
at Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
at Northern lowa 


SOUTHERN 
Baton Rouge, LA 
(10-4) 
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at Northwestern State 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Prairie View A&M 
Jackson State 
Alabama State 

at Alabama A&M 

at Alcorn State 
Morris Brown 
Florida A&M 

Texas Southern 
Grambling 


TEXAS SOUTHERN 
Houston, TX 

{6-5} 
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at Prairie View A&M 
at Jackson State 
Lane 

Langston 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
at Alcorn State 
Miss. Valley State 
Grambling 

Morris Brown 

at Southern 

at Norfolk State 
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LAA Independents 


AUSTIN PEAY 
Clarksville, TN 
(3-8) 
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at Cumberland 
Catawba 

at Valparaiso 

at Jacksonville 
Dayton 

Charleston Southem 
at Kentucky Wes!eyan 
Morehead State 
Virginia Wise 
Oavidson 

at South Florida 


CAL POLY 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
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at Cal State-Sacramento 
at Montana 
at Montana State 
at Southern Utah 
Saint Mary's 
A Western New Mexico 
1 UC Davis 
8 Hofstra 

Northern lowa 
1 at Cal State-Northridge 
Youngstown State 


CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
Charleston, SC 
(4-6) 
at Presbyterian 
West Virginia State 
Wofford 
Jacksonville State 
Jacksonville 
4 at Austin Peay 
1 at VMI 
8  £lon College 
at Samford 
1 at Liberty 
at East Tennessee State 


DAVIDSON 

Davidson, NC 

(8-3) 

Jacksonville 

at Sewanee 
Emory & Henry 
at Guilford 

7 Morehead State 
14 at San Diego 
Randolph-Macon 
at Hampden-Sydney 
Centre College 
at Austin Peay 
Georgetown 


at Furman 

Delaware State 

at NC A&T 

Samford 

at Hofstra 

at Charteston Southem 
Liberty 

at Georgia Southern 


GEORGETOWN 

Washington, DC 
(9-2) 

Holy Cross 
at Wagner 
Fordham 

Bucknell 

at Duquesne 
1 Marist 

8 at Fairfield 
4 Ilona 

11 St. Peter's 
at Davidson 


HOFSTRA 


(11-2) 

at Montana 
Delaware 

Rhode Island 

at Massachusetts 
at Portland State 
3 Liberty 

Eton 

at Cal Poly 

at Youngstown State 
8 Albany 


JACKSONVILLE 
Jacksonville, FL 


Lenoir Rhyne 

at Davidson 
Tusculum 

. 30 Austin Peay 

at Charleston Southern 
at Virginia Wise — 
Stony 8rook 

at Orake 

. 11 Wagner 

18 Monmouth 
Fairfield 


LIBERTY 
Lynchburg, VA 
(4-7) 
S.2 East Tennessee State 
at James Madison 
Gardner Webb 

at Delaware State 
Wingate 

at Hofstra 

at South Florida 
Samford 

at Efon 

Charleston Southern 
at Appalachian State 


MOREHEAD STATE 
Morehead, KY 
{5-5) 
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Butler University 

at Dayton 

at Valparaiso 

at Davidson 

at Austin Peay 
Kentucky Wesleyan 
at Southern Utah 


SAMFORD 
Birmingham, AL 
(7-4) 
at Chattanooga 
Murray State 
Tenn-Martin 
at Jacksonville State 
0 Nicholls State 

at North Texas 
A at Elon 
Gardner Webb 
at Liberty 
Charleston Southern 
at Tennessee Tech 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
Tampa, FL 

(7-4) 
$.2 
$.9 
S.16 


Jacksonville State 
at Kentucky 
James Madison 
at Baylor 

Troy State 

at Southern Miss 
Liberty 

at Connecticut 
Western Kentucky 
at Middle Tennessee 
Austin Peay 


SOUTHERN UTAH 
Cedar City, UT 
(8-3) 
$.2 FU. Lewis 

at Utah State 

at San Jose State 
at Hampton 

Cal Poly 

at UC Davis 

at Idaho State 

St. Mary's 

Rocky Mountain 
Morehead State 

. at Northern Arizona 
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Cal State-Sacramento 
Western Washington 
at Humboldt State 
Central Washington 
at UC Davis 

-at Cal Poly 

Menlo College 

at Colgate 

at Southern Utah 
Towson 

Drake 


Ban 


ZZOOQOONMUNH 
PAWN RAWNRO 
arn 


B 


171 


26 QUESTIONS WITH FLETCHER + JOE PA CHASES MISTORY + 00 10 FUTURE STARS 


S--= Want More Football 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
EDITION 


Orsay 
EDITION 


- Get Your Football Fix With 

The Complete Line of 
= weg Athlon® Sports” Year 2000 

panic © ,o— Football Previews! 


Sere a em . coverage from end zone to end zone. The nine editions 


fps a feature more than 400 eye-popping color action photos 

meee action; and in-depth analysis for every Pro and Major College 
mitioles Repeat? team. You won't find more football coverage anywhere! 
wr slipcase when you order nine 


preseason football annuals! 


All prices listed below are for U.S. customers and include shipping and handling charges (Canadian Shipments Please Add 
$4.95 to Order. All Other International Shipments Please Add $12.95 to Order.) All annuals will be available for shipment 


June 15. Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. 
Please send me the following annuals: 


NANG! see ee — I [4 Pro — $8.95 

(We cannot deliver to a P.O. Box.) O Atlantic Coast - $8.95 
O Big Ten — $8.95 

City Be. O Big Twelve - $8.95 

O Eastern — $8.95 

(4 Southeastern — $8.95 


Address 


Phone ( ) 


Method of Payment iG: Check Gi Pac Ten — $8.95 
O Western — $8.95 


Acct. Number ____ Exp. Date ____ O National College — $8.95 
Signature Order Total: Athion Combination Packages 
Send order to: O Any 2 of The Above Annuals — $14.95 


Athlon Sports Communications, Inc. Any 3 of the Above Annuals - $20.95 
Attn: Mail Orders & Any 4 of the Above Annuals — $26.95 


220 25th Ave. North Suite 200 


\ 
Nashville, TN 37203 (1 All nine with free slipcase! - $49.95 


eorgia Southern ended the ’90s the way it began — with 

the NCAA Division I-AA championship, the Eagles’ fifth 

title since they emerged on the national scene in the mid- 
1980s. 

Coach Paul Johnson's Eagles routed Youngstown State, 59-24, 
scoring four touchdowns in an explosive eight-minute stretch of the 
second quarter. Adrian Peterson was the star of the game with a 
record 247 rushing yards and three touchdowns. He also was the star 
of the regular season, running for 1,807 yards (7.3 yards a carry) and 
29 touchdowns and winning the Walter Payton Award as I-AA’s out- 
standing player. 

Peterson's return for his junior year keeps Georgia Southern 
(13-2) atop the I-AA preseason Top 20. “He's a great player, some- 
body to build around,” Johnson says. 

Some building will be necessary this fall, specifically at quarter- 
back, on both lines and in the secondary. Junior J.R. Revere will be 
the quarterback after gaining experience last year. “He’s got speed, 
runs the option well and has a good arm,” Johnson says. Senior 
Chris Johnson returns at wide receiver. 

Linebackers Mike Ward and Jason Neese and senior safety Ryan 
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By Rick Bailey 


Hadden are the top returning defenders, according to Johnson. 

Appalachian State (9-3) and Furman (9-3), the other Southern 
Conference tri-champions, will challenge Georgia Southern. Both 
teams have nine offensive starters returning. 

The Mountaineers are led by junior Karim Razzak, who ran for 
991 yards last season. Senior quarterbacks David Reaves (1,167 pass- 
ing yards) and Daniel Jeremiah, who is more mobile, split time last 
year. Sophomore Joe Burchette will challenge them. Seven defensive 
starters return, including first-team All-Southern nose tackle Jamie 
Lovern (6'3", 295, senior) and senior free safety Corey Hall. Junior 
Weslan Hunter (6'0", 215) anchors the linebacking corps. 

Senior quarterback Justin Hill and junior Louis Ivory (1,376 
ground yards, 14 touchdowns) lead the Furman offense. Junior 
‘Trent Sansbury (6'3", 229) is the tight end. Junior linebacker Will 
Bouton (6'2", 225) is the best of seven defensive starters returning 
for the Paladins. Ivory, Sansbury and Bouton were first-team All- 
Southern. 


Five teams are Top 25 candidates starting with 98 I-AA champion 
Massachusetts (9-4 in 99). The Minutemen are led by senior Mar- 
cel Shipp, who is on schedule to break the league's career rushing 
record. He has 5,144 yards and needs another 1,050 for the mark. 
He averaged 143 yards last season, seventh nationally. Sophomore 
Kelly Seibert is the leading candidate at quarterback. Senior line- 
backer Kole Ayi led the league with 147 tackles, 109 solos. 

Sophomore Mike Scipione, a transfer from Kentucky, will be 
throwing the passes at Villanova (7-4) to seniors Murle Sango and 
Brian Westbrook. Sango, All-Atlantic 10 first-team, led I-AA with 
8.91 receptions a game. Westbrook missed last season with a knee 
injury. The year before he became the first college player at any level 
to exceed 1,000 yards rushing (1,046) and receiving (1,144) in the 
same season. Duc Augustin, a senior who led the Wildcat ground 
game with 680 yards and 12 touchdowns, returns. 

William & Mary (9-3) lost its first three games, then won six of 
its last eight behind Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Year David Corley, the 
first freshman to lead the league in passing efficiency. 

Delaware (7-4) is consistently strong, and James Madison (8-4) 
returns Defensive Player of the Year in senior end Chris Morant 


(6'1", 235), who had 12 sacks. 


Montana (9-3) will try to continue its impressive playoff presence 
(seven straight appearances), while Portland State (8-3) seeks its 
first I-AA postseason opportunity. 

The Grizzlies have a new coach, Joe Glenn from Northern Col- 
orado, but a returning quarterback. Senior Drew Miller, a transfer 
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Division 1-AA Preview 


from BYU and a Payton finalist, led I-AA in passing efficiency while Di == [- AA T 20 
throwing for 3,461 yards and 32 touchdowns. ivision op 
for consecutive passes without an interception and was third in I-AA : Georgia Southern 
in passing efficiency (3,098 yards, 29 TDs). The Vikings return 
2. Massachusetts 

receivers, junior Terry Charles and senior Orshawante Bryant. 

Senior Charles Roberts of Cal State Sacramento (6-5) topped I- 3 
leading runner for all divisions and the first to break 7,000 yards. He 4. Northern lowa 
has 4,948 yards after gaining 2,082 last season. Brian Shay of Divi- 

5, Troy State 

Northern Arizona (8-4) and Eastern Washington (7-4) tied for 
second with Portland State last year and figure to continue as peren- 6 
Gateway 7. Villanova 

Youngstown State (12-3), the I-AA runner-up last year, finished 8. Southern 
a senior-dominated team but return 13 starters, nine on defense. 9. Youngstown State 

Junior quarterback Jeff Ryan already has set four school records at 
candidate. He recorded 221 tackles last season, second best in Gate- 
way and school history. 11. Eastern Kentucky 


Portland State quarterback Jimmy Blanchard set an NCAA record 

senior All-Big Sky running back Charles Dunn and a pair of top 
. Montana 
AA with a 189.3-yard rushing average and could become the all-time 
sion I] Emporia State holds the record with 6,958 yards. 
. Florida A&M 

nial challengers this fall. 
second in the Gateway to Illinois State (11-2). The Penguins were 
YSU. Senior linebacker Tim Johnson (6'2", 220) is an All-America 10. Appalachian State 

Illinois State will try to defend its title with a new coach, Denver 


Johnson, after Todd Berry left for Army. The Redbirds return senior 12. Jackson State 


quarterback Kevin Glenn, whose season ended midway through the 


campaign with an injury. Dusty Burk came on to claim Freshman of 13. Murray State 


the Year honors in leading Illinois State to the I-AA semifinals. Lead- 


ing tackler Galen Scott, a linebacker who earned second-team All- 14. lilinois State 


Gateway honors, is back to anchor the Redbirds’ defense. 


Senior quarterback Ryan Helming led Northern Iowa (8-3) with 
3,469 yards and 31 touchdowns. Senior Eddie Berlin will be his pri- 4s. Hampton 


mary receiver. “We have eight starters back on offense, so we have 16 fe if t 
) § : . morstra 


some experience,” coach Mike Dunbar says. “It’s just the opposite on 


defense. We're looking for seven or eight starters.” 17. Stephen F. Austin 


Western Illinois (7-4) returns the Gateway Defensive Player of 


the Year, senior linebacker Edgerton Hartwell, and top newcomer 

Charles Tharp, who ran for 1,311 yards during his junior year. 18. Portland State 
19. Delaware 

20. Lehigh 


Mid-Eastern 


Florida A&M (10-4) almost reached the I-AA title game, losing 
to Youngstown 27-24 in the semifinals. The Rattlers likely will go 
with junior quarterback Quinn Gray, who passed for more than 
1,300 yards and 13 touchdowns as a part-time starter last fall. Senior 
All-America receiver Jacquay Nunnally returns. All-MEAC defensive 
end Jauron Dailey (6'4", 275, junior) also is back. 

Hampton (8-4) was hit hard by graduation but returns junior 
Montrell Coley, one of the league’s top running backs. Senior 
Michael Bland (6'5", 295) anchors the defensive line. North Car- 
olina A&T (11-2) returns sophomore quarterback Jason Battle to 
an offense that averaged just under 220 rushing yards a game. Full- 
back Eric Farmer is a solid back. South Carolina State (4—G) is a 
team to watch. 
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Ohio Valley 


Tennessee State (11-1) and Murray 
State (7-4) have finished one-two the last 
two years, but both teams have lost their 
coaches and quarterbacks. TSU’s James 
Reese, 32, heads one of the nation’s youngest 
coaching staffs, but the Tigers have a wealth 
of returning players. Murray State is coached 
by Joe Pannunzio, who needs to find a quar- 
terback. Redshirt freshman Stewart Chil- 
dress was looking the best in the spring. 

Eastern Kentucky (7-4) has been absent 
from the playoffs three of the last four years. 
The Colonels of coach Roy Kidd have 
returning senior quarterbacks in Waylon 
Chapman and Chad Collins. They are joined 
by redshirt freshman Shedrick Wright. Senior 
tailback Corey Crume is the top returning 
runner. Western Kentucky (6-5) and East- 


ern Illinois (2-10) could be contenders. 


Patriot 

Playoff participants Colgate (10-2) and 
Lehigh (10-2) lost their starting quarter- 
backs. Lehigh must replace Phil Stambaugh, 
No. 4 in I-AA passing efficiency, and his 
2,995 yards and 26 touchdowns. Colgate 
lost Patriot Player of the Year Ryan Vena and 
his 1,917 passing yards and 16 TDs. But the 
two Patriot powers figure to be near the top 


again this fall. 
Southland 


Troy State (11-2) and Stephen F. Austin 
(8-3) shared the Southland title last year, but 
only the Trojans reached the postseason, los- 
ing in the quarterfinals. Troy's Brock Nutter 


J, Millevoi 


Division 


threw for 1,994 yards as a sophomore. 
Lumberjacks quarterback Wes Pate 
was second-team All-Southland as a 
sophomore. Northwestern (La.) State 
(4-7) junior Tony Taylor averaged 131 
yards rushing, 13th in I-AA. McNeese 
State (6-5) lost some key players. 


Southwestern 
Athletic 

Southern (11-2) and Jackson State 
(9-2) captured titles in the first year of 
SWAC divisional play, with the Jaguars 
winning the playoff. Senior linebacker 
George Guidry should make Grambling 
(7-4) a threat to Southern in the Western 
Division. Jackson State (9-2) and 
Alabama A&M (6-5) should stage a 
dogfight in the East. SWAC Offensive 
Player of the Year Corey Holmes, a senior 
running back at Mississippi Valley (3- 
8), returns. He averaged 153.8 yards, fourth in 
I-AA. 


Ivy 

Co-champion Brown (9-1) took a hit 
with the graduation of three-time All-Ivy 
quarterback James Perry, but two-time All- 
Ivy senior receiver Stephen Campbell 
returns. He was second in I-AA with 8.90 
receptions a game and fifth with 110.7 
receiving yards a game. Defensive improve- 
ment is vital for the Bears. Yale (9-4) led the 
Ivy in total defense (292.7 yards) and scoring 
defense (16.0 points). Senior defensive backs 
Todd Tomich and Than Merrill were first- 
team All-Ivy. Cornell (7-3) junior Ricky 
Rahne was second to Perry with 2,762 pass- 
ing yards and 25 TDs. 


Metro Atlantic 


Duquesne (8-3) has the league’s top 
returning quarterback in senior Tony Zim- 
merman, who passed for 2,573 yards and 22 
TDs last season. First-team all-league run- 
ning back Donte Small returns for his junior 
year after gaining 1,309 yards last fall. Senior 
receiver Reggie Harris is the main target. 
Senior defensive back Nick Opalsky and 
junior linebacker Jim Antinopoulos (6'0", 
235) star on the other side of the line. Fair- 
field (9-2), Marist (6-5) and Iona (5-5) 


will be the main challengers. 


Northeast 


Defending champ Robert Morris (8-2) 
and runner-up Albany (7-2) are favored to 
fight it out again this fall. Junior first-team 


1-AA Preview 


Jeff Ryan 
Youngstown St. 


All-Northeast quarterback Tim Levcik 
returns for Robert Morris, which lost four all- 
conference players on offense. Lineman Brad 
Kirit (6'1", 250, senior) and senior corner- 
back Nick Downs lead the Colonials’ 
defense. Albany will have a new quarterback, 
but junior wide receiver Chris Phillis and 
senior tight end Steve Checksfield return. 
Free safety Samson Brown was the only fresh- 
man to make first-team all-conference. 
Junior QB Lou Simone might lift Wagner 


(5-5) into contention. 


Pioneer 
Dayton (6-4) has won or shared five of 


the seven Pioneer titles, including last year 
(4-0). The Flyers will be led this fall by 
senior running back David George (12 TDs) 
and senior linebacker Brad Van Vleet (6'2", 
220), who had a team-high 109 tackles. Val- 
paraiso (9-2) had one of its best seasons and 
returns senior running back Steve Clancy 
and junior defensive tackle Ric Edgcomb. 
Senior All-America defensive end Michael 
Foster leads Drake (7-4). 


Independents 


Hofstra (11-2) must replace quarterback 
Giovanni Carmazzi from last year’s playoff 
quarterfinalist. Junior Rocky Butler and red- 
shirt freshman Ryan Cosentino competed in 
the spring with Chuck Andrew from Valley 
Forge Junior College expected to join them 
in fall camp. The Flying Dutchmen lost two 
starters at running back. Five starters return 
on defense, including both ends and three 
linebackers. 


Sidelines 


Melissa Happe, Missouri 


The sophomore from St. Charles, Missouri, is majoring in business 
and plans to attend law school. In addition to cheerleading, she 
enjoys various styles of dance. 
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Erin Elizabeth Spahn, Duke 


Erin came to Duke from Steubenville, Ohio, for the univer- 
sity's academic integrity and her love for North Carolina. 
Majoring in International Studies, she will join 
pcoreder.com, an internet start-up this fall. Eventually, she 
plans to practice Intellectual Property Law. The high school 
valedictorian enjoys running, Bible study, international 
travel and cooking. 
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Courtney Knudsen, Washington 


Courtney, who is from Bremerton, Washington, 
will be a junior this fall. She is majoring in zool- 
ogy and hopes to graduate at age 20. Adept at 
sign language, Courtney plans to open her own 
clinic to administer specifically to the deaf. 
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Holly Katherine Garces, Vanderbilt 


A mechanical engineer from Jacksonville, 
Holly graduated in May and is now an 
investment banker in Charlotte. She 
enjoys spending time with her grandfa- 
ther building model airplanes. 
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Florida 11 
. Tennessee 12 
. Florida State 13 

Alabama 14 

Penn State 15, 

Ohio State 16 

Texas 17 
. Nebraska 18 
. Michigan State 19 

Auburn 20 

Player POS HT 
. Brock Berlin QB 6'2" 
. DJ. Williams LB 6'2" 
. Charles Rogers WR 6'4" 

Kwame Harris Ole Gin 
. Travis Johnson DL 6'5" 

Sam Maldonado RB 6'2" 
. Bryant McFadden DB 6'1" 
. Marcus Houston RB 6'1" 
. Teyo Johnson TE yOo7® 
. Michael Munoz OL 6'7" 
. B.J. Johnson WR 6'1" 
. Greg Jones RB 6'1" 
. Chance Mock QB 6'2" 
. Antwan Odom DL 6'6" 
. Marco Cooper LB 6'2" 
. Antonio Hall OL 6'5" 
.0.J. Owens DB 6'1" 
. Willis McGahee RB 6'1" 
. Yohance Buchanan DB 6'1" 
. Casey Clausen QB 6'4" 
. Mac Tyler DL 6'6" 
. Nautyn McKay-Loescher DL 6'4" 
. Chris McKelvy OL 6'4" 
. Darrell Lee LB 6'4" 
. Jeff Smoker QB 6'4" 
. Cory Bailey DB 6'0" 
. Tyson Thompson RB 6'2" 
. Matt Grootegoed DB5'11" 
. Roy Williams WR 6'4" 
. Jason Respert OL 6'3" 
. Willie Dixon WR5'11" 
. Sloan Thomas WR 6'2" 
. Albert Hollis RB5'11" 
. Albert Means DL 6'6" 
. Jermelle Lewis RB5'11" 
. Tre Orr DB 6'1" 
. Sean Young OL 6'8" 
. Eric Moore LB 6'4" 
. Alphonso Townsend DL 6'6" 
. Jason Campbell QB 6'4" 
. Terrell Suggs TE i6'5" 
. Jason Richenberger LB 6'1" 
. Adam Black DB 6'0" 
. Anthony Bryant DL 6'4" 
. Brock Edwards TE 6'5" 
. Harold James LB 6'1" 
. Chris Septak TE 6'4" 
. Karlton Neal LB 6'4" 
. Wes Sims OL 6'5" 
. Micheal Boulware WR 6'3" 


Compiled by Bill King 
Top 50 Classes of 2000 

. Miami 21. Wisconsin 31. Stanford 41. Ole Miss 

. USC 22. UCLA 32. LSU 42. Virginia 

. Notre Dame 23. Arkansas 33. Arizona 43. South Carolina 

. Michigan 24. Oregon 34. Syracuse 44. TCU 

. Arizona State 25. Texas A&M 35. Kansas 45. Indiana 

. North Carolina 26. Georgia 36. Illinois 46. Minnesota 

. Washington 27. Mississippi State 37. Boston College 47. Missouri 

. Oklahoma 28. Clemson 38. Purdue 48. California 

. Colorado 29. Kentucky 39. Oklahoma State 49. Kansas State 

. Georgia Tech 30. Virginia Tech 40. Maryland 50. Pittsburgh 

National Top 100 of 2000 

WT Hometown Signed By Player POS HT WT Hometown Signed By 
190 Shreveport, LA Florida 51, Hobie Holiday LB 6'4" 230 Warner Robins, GA Georgia Tech 
235 Concord, CA Miami 52. Paul Mociler OL 6'5" 300 La Mirada, CA UCLA 
195 Saginaw, MI Michigan State 53. Larry Stevens LB 6'4" 230 Tacoma, WA Michigan 
320 Newark, DE Stanford 54. Sam Ruhe DL 6'5" 245 Stow, OH Penn State 
240 Sherman Oaks, CA Florida State 55. Carl Walker DB 6'3" 190 Jacksonville, FL Miami 
215 Harrison, NY Ohio State 56. Chad Mascoe LB 6'3" 225 Kissimmee, FL Florida State 
180 Hollywood, FL Florida State 57. Stevie Lee DL 6'6" 290 Shreveport, LA Texas 
200 Denver, CO Colorado 58. Tatum Bell RB5'11" 190 DeSoto, TX Oklahoma State 
235 San Diego, CA Stanford 59. Johnnie Morant WR 6'5" 225 Parsippany, NJ Syracuse 
285 Cincinnati, OH Tennessee 60. Joe McGuire OL 6'5" 280 Anaheim, CA USC 
190 Grand Prarie, TX Texas 61. Adam Doiron DL 6'4" 260 Duncan, OK Texas 
225 Beaufort, SC Florida State 62. Tyrell Dortch RB5'11" 195 Hoboken, NJ Michigan State 
205 The Woodlands,TX Texas 63. Vontez Duff RB 6'1" 175 Copperas Cove, TX Notre Dame 
265 Bayou La Batre, AL Alabama 64. Greg Pauly DL 6'6" 275 Waukesha, WI Notre Dame 
235 Detroit, MI Ohio State 65. Tony Johnson RB 6'1" 205 State College, PA Penn State 
295 Canton, OH Kentucky 66. Tim Johnson LB 6'4" 245 Delbarton, NJ Penn State 
195 New London, NC Tennessee 67. Rashad Baker WR 6'0" 185 Camden, NJ Tennessee 

" 215 Miami, FL Miami 68. Adrian Mayes DB 6'0" 200 Houston, TX Nebraska 
200 Atlanta, GA Florida State 69. Carlos Joseph DL 6'6" 303 Miami, FL Miami 
210 Northridge, CA Tennessee 70. Amon Gordon DL 6'3" 270 San Diego, CA Stanford 
325 Bessemer, AL Alabama 71. Sean Poole OL 6'7" 285 Flint, MI Michigan State 
240 Toronto, ON Alabama 72. Keith Kelly RB 6'0" 215 Walterboro, SC Clemson 
300 Lansdale, PA Penn State 73. Craig Ochs QB 6'2" 210 Boulder, CO Colorado 
235 Kirkwood, MO Florida 74. Justin Hinds DL 6'4" 265 Piscataway, NJ Boston College 
190 Manheim, PA Michigan State 75. Shannon Snell OL 6'6" 320 Tampa, FL Florida 
180 Hialeah, FL Florida 76. Brooks Daniels LB 6'3" 200 Jasper, FL Alabama 
195 Irving, TX TCU 77. Tab Perry WR 6'3" 218 Milpitas, CA UCLA 
205 Huntington Beach, CA USC 78. Shyrone Carey ATH 5'9" 170 Bridge City, LA Tennessee 
205 Odessa, TX Texas 79. Alex Holmes TE 6'2" 295 Sherman Oaks, CA USC 
300 Warner Robins, GA N/A 80. Alex Barron OL 6'8" 297 Orangeburg, SC Florida State 
182 Stockton, CA Miami 81. Bo Mosley DB5'10" 165 Osceola, AR Arkansas 
194 Houston, TX Texas 82. Derron Parquet RB 6'0" 205 Metairie, LA LSU 
210 Sacramento, CA Georgia 83. Andrew Walter QB 6'4" 190 Grand Junction, CO Arizona State 
310 Memphis, TN Alabama _ 84. Vince Wilfork DL 6'2" 310 Lantana, FL Miami 
175 Bloomfield, CT lowa 85. Erik Noll DL 6'5" 292 Gaithersburg, MD Penn State 
200 Lake City, FL Florida 86. Diamond Ferri RB5'10" 200 Everett, MA Syracuse 
298 Cohutta, GA Tennessee 87. Bennie Mills DL 6'3" 285 Metairie, LA Florida 
225 Pahokee, FL Florida State 88. Ben Emanuel DB 6'2" 190 Friendswood, TX UCLA 
280 Lima, OH Ohio State 89. Chris Kelley QB 6'2" 190 Germantown, MD Maryland 
195 Taylorsville, MS Auburn 90. Robert Peace LB 6'3" 235 Ruston, LA Tennessee 
240 Chandler, AZ Arizona State 91. Chris Young WR 6'2" 185 Batesville, MS Vanderbilt 
200 Liberty, MO Nebraska 92. Darius Jones LB 6'4" 250 Beloit, WI Wisconsin 
175 Houston, TX Texas A&M 93. Ronnie Brown RB 6'1" 207 Cartersville, GA Auburn 
324 Newbern, AL Alabama 94. Stephen Williams DL 6'3" 275 Bolingbrook, IL Indiana 
265 Fort Worth, TX Texas 95. Lawrence Richardson DB5'11" 170 Galveston, TX Arkansas 
220 Osceola, AR Alabama 96. Richard Johnson WR 6'0" 170 Baltimore, MD Virginia Tech 
245 Omaha, NE Nebraska 97. Jason Peters DL 6'5" 275 Queen City, TX Arkansas 
235 Chicago, IL Tennessee 98. Doug Buckles OL 6'5" 275 Madison, MS Ole Miss 
310 Weatherford, OK Oklahoma 99. Lynn McGruder DL 6'3" 285 N. Las Vegas, NV Tennessee 
200 Columbia, SC Florida State 100.Marcus White DL 6'3" 270 Theodore, AL Auburn 


Bill King is host of the popular radio sports talk show Sports Scene on 50,000-watt WLAC. King has been covering recruiting for 15 years 
and is considered one the nation’s foremost experts. To reach Bill King’s hotline, call 1-900-288-2323. (Cost is $1.69 per minute; must be 18 


years of age or older to call.) 


184 


ATHLON® SPORTS™ 


CoLLEGE FooTBALL 2000 


Recruiting Report 


SEC 
1. FLORIDA 


The Gators signed the cream of the crop in quarterback Brock 
Berlin. He could very well start as a freshman. Linemen were also a 
priority and Shannon Snell, Bennie Mills and Ian Scott have impres- 
sive credentials. Safety Tre Orr is big time. 


2. TENNESSEE 

The Vols needed signal callers and they signed two tremendous 
talents in Casey Clausen and John Rattay. All-purpose athlete Shy- 
rone Carey is an exciting offensive talent. Safety O.J. Owens has a 
chance to start as a freshman, 


3. ALABAMA 

The Crimson Tide continued their awesome run of signing defen- 
sive linemen. Mac Tyler, Albert Means and Antwan Odom are a few 
that signed and all have All-American ability. Linebacker Brooks 
Daniels brings lots of talent to Tuscaloosa as well. 


4. AUBURN 

Juco tailback Rudi Johnson is a tremendous talent and will start 
from day one. Juco quarterback Daniel Cobb also has a chance to 
start quickly, Ditto Jason Campbell, who is a very highly acclaimed 
signal caller. Marcus White is an active defensive lineman. 


5. ARKANSAS 

Finding cover corners is hard, but the Razorbacks picked up a 
couple of good ones in Lawrence Richardson and Bo Mosley. Defen- 
sive end Jason Peters has a chance to be a difference maker. Carlton 
Baker is a hard-hitting linebacker. 


6. GEORGIA 

The Bulldogs needed to sign a top-notch tailback and they got 
their wish in Albert Hollis. Musa Smith is no slouch at tailback 
either. Andre Zellner is very athletic for a tight end. Derrick Holl- 
away was a highly recruited linebacker. 


7. MISSISSIPPI STATE 

The Bulldogs picked up some talented players who project on the 
defensive side of the ball. Linebacker Jason Clark is a local product 
with ability. J.J Grant is a quality linebacker as well. Brian Shumaker 
brings excellent coverage skills to the secondary. 


8. KENTUCKY 

The top-rated player signed by the Wildcats was offensive line- 
man Antonio Hall. He will likely start from day one. Antwoine Lias 
is a big time receiver. Dewayne Robertson, Daniel Burnette and 
Jeremy Caudill are solid linemen. 


9. LSU 

The Tigers signed excellent tailback Derron Parquet who has a 
chance to be special. Devery Henderson is also a top-caliber running 
back. Stephen Peterman brings size and talent to the tight end position. 


10. OLE MISS 
The ring leader of this class is Doug Buckles. In Buckles, the Rebels 
signed one of country’s most highly recruited offensive linemen. Receivers 


‘Trey Fryfogle and Bill Flowers and DB Chris Collins are talented. 


11. SOUTH CAROLINA 

Quarterback prospects Dondrial Pinkins and Rod Wilson are 
both athletic and talented. Coach Lou Holtz got quality linemen in 
Carl Smalls, Jonathan Alston, Jason Harris and Ron John-Finn. 


12. VANDERBILT 
All purpose athlete Chris Young is the most dynamic player the 
Commodores have signed in years. Pat Brunner has a chance to help 


at linebacker. 
ACC 
1. FLORIDA STATE 


The Seminoles signed perhaps the top defensive line recruit in the 
country in Travis Johnson. Ditto for defensive back Bryant McFadden. 
Linebackers Eric Moore, Chad Mascoe, Nate Hardage and Devaughn 
Darling are all big time. Another awesome class for Florida State. 


2. GEORGIA TECH 

The Yellow Jackets scored big with in-state linebacker Hobie Hol- 
iday. Daryl Smith, also a linebacker, is no slouch either. Signal caller 
Brandon Sumner has all the makings of a terrific quarterback and 
leader, Defensive backs Nate Curry and Tony Hollings help solidify 
the secondary. 


3. NORTH CAROLINA 

The Tar Heels picked up some nice additions on the defensive 
front including Clarence Gaddy, Jonas Seawright and Issac Mont- 
gomery. Madison Hedgecock is a top-caliber linebacker as is prep 
school product Kitwana Jones. 


4. CLEMSON 

Coach Tommy Bowden did a fine job signing in-state stars such 
as tight end Todd McClinton and tailback Keith Kelly. Both are dif 
ference makers. Safety Ronny Delusme should play quickly. 


5. MARYLAND 

Quarterback Chris Kelley can be a future All-American for the 
Terrapins. He will enjoy throwing to the likes of Maurice Shanks 
and Ike Roberts. 


6. VIRGINIA 

The top-rated player in the Cavalier class is linebacker Raymond 
Mann. He is an outstanding talent. Prep school addition Art 
Thomas is a tailback who will get early playing time. Jon Ward is yet 
another running back that has excellent ability. 


7. DUKE 

Receiver Jeremy Battier is a talent who should help the passing 
attack of the Blue Devils. His older brother is Duke basketball star 
Shane Battier. Wide receiver Reggie Love, fullback Seth Carter and 
linebacker Paul Pugsley all have solid credentials. 


8. NC STATE 

Quarterback Phillip Rivers is a strong-armed pocket quarterback 
and a good signee for the Wolfpack. Chance Moyer is an underrated 
linebacker. Junior college transfer Reggie Poole can expect to con- 
tribute immediately on the offensive line. 
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9. WAKE FOREST 

Signing quality linemen was the key for this class. R.D. Mont- 
gomery, Brad Palmer, Joe Salsich and Rod Eason are a few of the big 
guys that should make a difference. 


BIG EAST 
1. MIAMI 


The Hurricanes signed numerous immediate impact players. 
Linebacker D.J. Williams was perhaps the nations number one 
recruit. Willis McGahee gives Miami even more depth and talent in 
the backfield. Quarterback Derrick Crudup is big time. 


2. VIRGINIA TECH 

Wide receiver Richard Johnson is the highest rated of the Hokie 
signees. Defensive backs Chad Cooper and Mike Daniels have 
impressive credentials as well. Watch out for tight end Jason Lallis. 


3. SYRACUSE 
The Orangeman signed some excellent offensive talent. Receiver 
Johnny Morant will likely be an All-American. Tailback Diamond 


Ferri is also a difference maker. 


4. BOSTON COLLEGE 

Defensive lineman Justin Hinds leads the pack for the Eagles and 
should provide immediate help. Jordan Stockwell is rock solid as a defen- 
sive lineman as well. Tight end Dave Kashetta is highly thought of. 


5. PITTSBURGH 
The Panthers struck gold in versatile back Dustin Picciotti. Dan 
Stephens and Brandon Hayes are solid defensive ends. 


6. WEST VIRGINIA 


Defensive lineman Benjamin Lynch and linebacker Adam Lang 
will help the defense. Yulkeith Brown is a nice looking cornerback. 


7. TEMPLE 

The Owls signed three quarterbacks in Collin Hannigan, Dan 
Bosnic and Mike Frost. Receivers Dwight Anderson, Gerald Butler 
and Jermaine Grandberry have ability, 


8. RUTGERS 
The offense gets a boost from the likes of tight ends Jeff Olsen and 
juco tailback Ravon Anderson. Quarterback Chris DaPolito has 


good ability. 
BIG TEN 


1. PENN STATE 

The big guys up front include Sam Ruhe, Chris McKelvy and 
Erik Noll. Signal caller Zac Wasserman broke a lot of hearts when he 
chose the Nittany Lions. Local product Tony Johnson is an electric 
tailback. 


2. OHIO STATE 


Sam Maldonado is a bruising back with nice agility. Marco 
Cooper is a good inside linebacker prospect. Defensive ends 
Alphonso Townsend and Will Smith are highly acclaimed. 
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3. MICHIGAN STATE 

The Spartans picked up an excellent haul when it comes to the 
skill positions. Quarterback Jeff Smoker and receiver Charles Rogers 
will hook up for many touchdowns in the future. Tyrell Dortch is a 
top-caliber tailback. Michigan State also raided South Carolina to 
pick up talented tight end Bradshaw Littlejohn. 


4. MICHIGAN 

The Wolverines signed a solid class. Tight end Tyler Ecker arrives 
highly acclaimed from California. Look for linebacker Larry Stevens 
to contribute quickly. Linebacker Kolby Wells can help as well. 
Quarterback Jermaine Gonzales will have time to develop. 


5. WISCONSIN 

Linebacker Darius Jones packs a heavy punch as does Jerron 
Smith, Defensive lineman Kalvin Barrett is solid. Pennsylvania prod- 
uct Anthony Paciotti will help at tight end. 


6. PURDUE 

The Boilermakers class is led by a defensive back and a receiver. 
Stuart Schweigert is an outstanding safety prospect. Gary Heaggans 
is equally adept as a pass catcher. Antwaun Rogers has the makings 
of a fine corner. 


7. ILLINOIS 

Jamaal Clark is a strong, speedy receiver who will make opposing 
secondaries nervous. Ade Adeyemo is also highly rated as a receiver. 
Charles Gilstrap, Duke Preston and Mike Maloney will contribute 
in the trenches. 


8. INDIANA 

Versatile athlete Unrico Lloyd is a star in the making. He com- 
bines track speed with the ability to shut down opposing receivers. 
Defensive tackles Stephen Williams and John Lumpkin are studs. 


9. MINNESOTA 

The Gophers did well in signing Jason Green, Brandon Harston 
and Steve Watson. All could help in the defensive line. Watch for 
tailback Demetrus Johnson. 


10. IOWA 

The Hawkeyes top prize, by far, is tailback Jermelle Lewis. He has 
All-America ability. Defensive lineman Derreck Robinson was a 
national recruit who should contribute as a freshman. 


11. NORTHWESTERN 
Quarterback Tony Stauss leads the way for the Wildcats class. 
Tailback Noah Herron and receiver Roger Jordan are solid and will 


work well with Strauss. 
BIG 12 


1. TEXAS 

The Longhorns signed yet another outstanding signal caller in 
Chance Mock. Receivers BJ Johnson and Roy Williams are future 
All-Americans. The big guys up front include Lionel Garr, Donny 
Davis and Stevie Lee. 
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2. NEBRASKA 

The Cornhuskers always seem to have big, physical tight ends and 
Chris Septak will carry on the tradition. Also coming on board are 
linebackers Ira Cooper and Jason Richenberger. Keep an eye on 
cover corner Lornell McPherson. 


3. OKLAHOMA 

Home grown linemen Wes Sims and Jammal Brown are both 300 
pounders who should help quickly. Juco offensive lineman Howard 
Duncan is expected to play immediately. The Sooners signed a 
keeper in Ronbrose Jones as well. 


4. COLORADO 

Quarterback Craig Ochs and tailback Marcus Houston are as 
good a tandem as any team signed. Tight end Quinn Sypniewski will 
add to the offensive production in Boulder as well. 


5. TEXAS A&M 

Defensive ends Linnis Smith and Marcus Jasmine will wreak 
havoc on opponents in the near future. Cornerback Adam Black and 
defensive tackle Eddie Brown are terrific talents. 


6. KANSAS 

The big men up front win games and the Jayhawks picked up a 
few with Richard Pope, Tony Coker and Travis Watkins. Watch out 
for juco defensive ends Ervin Holloman and Demond Benford. 


7. OKLAHOMA STATE 
The Cowboys picked up a couple of good tailbacks in Tatum Bell and 
Johnny Bizzell. Tight ends Mark Milosevich and Pete Howard are solid. 


8. MISSOURI 

Expect juco linebacker Antwaun Bynum to contribute immedi- 
ately, Young defensive tackles Micah Minshall and Terrell Mills have 
exciting potential. Receiver Joseph Bruce is the younger brother of 
Rams star Isaac Bruce. 


9. KANSAS STATE 

Chris Boggas is a big, strong offensive lineman who could play 
quickly. Also watch for linemen Ryan Schmuecker and Mike John- 
son to help as well. 


10. BAYLOR 

Coach Kevin Steele is an outstanding recruiter and will improve 
the talent level with time. Quarterbacks Greg Cicero and Aaron 
Karas can play as can tight end Luke Groth. 


11. IOWA STATE 

The class is headed by safety Ja'Maine Billips. Expect linebackers 
Tyson Smith, Justin Eilers and Tyrone Tucker to develop early. Kerry 
Carlson and T.J. Woods will see early action on the offensive line. 


12. TEXAS TECH 

Rod Ansley is the highest rated recruit in this class. He is a top 
notch safety. Charles Johnson is a solid cover corner. Geremy Woods 
has the size to contribute early on at linebacker. 


PAC-10 


1. USC 

Safety Matt Grootegoed and juco cornerback Chris Cash sup- 
ply immediate help to the secondary. ‘Quarterback Matt Cassel 
and tailback Chris Howard were among the best at their posi- 
tions in California. Offensive lineman Joe McGuire has a 
tremendous upside. 


2. ARIZONA STATE 

The Sun Devils signed an outstanding class. Tight end prospect 
Terrell Suggs can be a future first round pick. Tailback Michael 
Williams is one of the top ball carriers in the country. Sammy Moore 
and Skyler Fulton are exciting receivers. 


3. WASHINGTON 

The Huskies landed a nice group of offensive linemen. Andre 
Reeves, Dan Dicks, Aaron Butler and Brandon Lockheart can move 
the pile. Jimmy Newell is an outstanding cover corner. 


4. UCLA 

The Bruins signed several top caliber recruits. Ben Emanuel and 
Keith Short are outstanding at safety and cornerback respectively. 
Big guys John Ream, Steve Vieira and Paul Mociler will all be future 
starters on the offensive line. Receiver Tab Perry is a keeper. 


5. OREGON 

Perhaps the highest rated of the Oregon recruits are Paris Warren 
and Keith Allen. Both are terrific talents. Defensive backs Sam Cun- 
ningham, Gary McGraw and Eddie Smith are ready to help. 


6. STANFORD 
Hulking offensive lineman Kwame Harris could remind some of 
former Cardinal great Bob Whitfield. 


7. ARIZONA 

Juco quarterback Erik Garcia and tailback Clarence Farmer will 
make Wildcat fans happy. Defensive tackle Vince Feula is a strong 
run stopper. Defensive back Tony Wingate is a local product. Offen- 
sive lineman Ralph Zarate traveled the junior college route and 
should be in the mix at tackle. 


8. CALIFORNIA 

The Golden Bears picked up several top notch linebackers includ- 
ing Wendell Hunter, Brian Tremblay and Eli Thomson. Safety Per- 
ron Wiley and defensive end Tosh Lupoi have the ability to 
contribute quickly. 


9. WASHINGTON STATE 

Three players stick out in this years Cougar recruiting class. These 
players are defensive tackle Norvell Holmes, defensive back Lacy 
McDonald and tailback Chris Bruhn. All have good ability. 


10. OREGON STATE 

Tight end Pat Loney has excellent credentials. Receivers Ron 
Monteilh, Aric Williams and Deondre Alexander should contribute 
quickly. 
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Recruiting Report 


CONFERENCE USA 
1, TULANE 


Coach Chris Scelfo is known as a top-notch recruiter and his lat- 
est talent haul is impressive. Athlete Lyneris Elpheage can play on 
either side of the ball. Ronald McClendon has world class speed. 
Expect receiver Roydell Williams to play immediately. 


2. SOUTHERN MISS 

Quarterback Micky D’Angelo has all the makings of being the 
next star signal caller in Hattiesburg, Linebacker Skylor Magee 
should help quickly. Lineman Myron Powe is a sleeper. 


3. EAST CAROLINA 
Art Brown and Marvin Townes are solid tailbacks. Vonta Leach 
projects as a middle linebacker. 


4. HOUSTON 
New coach Dana Dimel signed a ton of juco talent. Bryan Hill 
and Tyrone Green are a couple of recruits who will help the cause. 


5, LOUISVILLE 


Defensive lineman Tyrone Saterfield should jump into the fray 
quickly. Willie Northern is a juco receiver who can play. 


6. UAB 
Versatile athlete Lynorse Garrett projects as either a tight end or 
receiver, Shamar Abrams is a run stopping defensive lineman. 


7. MEMPHIS 


Highly acclaimed Shaka Hill is a defensive lineman or a line- 
backer. Jerry Brown and Eric Taylor are underrated linemen. 


8. CINCINNATI 


Safety Jason Russell is a standout safety with immediate potential. 


9. ARMY 


Signings not released. 


WAC 


1. TCU 


Signing Tyson Thompson was a huge coup for TCU. He is a 
future pro. Defensive tackle Brandon Johnson and safety Marvin 
Godbolt are big time as well. 


2. HAWAII 


Timmy Chang can be a difference maker at quarterback. Offen- 
sive lineman Uriah Moenoa is highly thought of. 


3. TULSA 

Linebackers Josh Walker and Jason Wiltshire are both solid. 
Defensive tackle Zack Newby can factor into the rotation quickly. 
Look for the speedy Carl Scott early on at receiver. 


4. FRESNO STATE 
This class is headed by talented defensive end Claude Sanders. 


Keep an eye on quarterback Nate Ray and tailback Kevin Tennerson. 
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5. RICE 
The Owls signed some good athletes from South Grande Prarie, 
Texas, in receiver Gavin Boothe and defensive back Clifford Sparks. 


6. SMU 

Defensive backs take center stage in this class and six players fall 
into that category. Ruben Moodley, Derron Brown and Rico Harris 
are a few. 


7. UTEP 


Offensive lineman Bo Morris has solid credentials. 


8. SAN JOSE STATE 
Juco prospects dominate this class which makes it hard to judge. 
San Jose State signed close to twenty junior college recruits. 


9. NEVADA 


Transfer Craig Brooks looks to fill in on the offensive line. 


MOUNTAIN WEST 
1. BYU 


Tight end play is vital to the Cougar offense and Lawrence Cowan 
brings glowing credentials. Up front things look good with Mike 
Marquardt, Eddie Keele, Junior Kato and Cameron Casper coming 
on board. 


2. SAN DIEGO STATE 
The Aztecs welcome a couple of talented signal callers in Jon 
Stoner and Danny Armstrong. 


3. COLORADO STATE 

The Rams signed several quality defensive players in end Pat 
Goodpaster and safety Keith Lander. Offensive linemen Jason 
Speciner and Erik Pears can get the dirty work done up front. 


4. UTAH 

Quarterback Brett Elliott along with receivers James Nelsen and 
Bo Nagahi will provide some offensive fireworks in the coming 
years. Defensive end A.D. Winters reminds many of John Frank. 


5. WYOMING 

The Cowboys dipped heavily into the juco ranks to pick up tal- 
ent. Jay Dirks is a quality offensive lineman and Deshawn Abram is 
a safety with the potential to start. 


6. NEW MEXICO 
The Lobos signed several quarterbacks. Jeremy Denson, Jeff 
Grady and Rudy Caamano all have ability. 


7. UNLV 

The fertile state of California provides a lot of the Rebels talent. 
Fifteen players signed with the Rebels from the Sunshine state. 
Defensive end Scott Parkhurst is a likely first year starter. 


8. AIR FORCE 


Signees not released. 
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INDEPENDENTS 


1. NOTRE DAME 

The Irish had a superb recruiting haul. Carlyle Holiday is a terrific 
all-purpose signal caller. Other offensive talents include receiver 
Lorenzo Crawford and tailback Vontez Duff. The defensive stars of 
this class are tackle Greg Pauly and linebacker Mike Goolsby. 


4, LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
Fred Stamps is a difference maker at receiver. Jon Van Cleave is a 
solid prospect at quarterback. 


5. LOUISIANA TECH 
The top signee for Tech is quarterback Luke McCown. 


6. LOUISIANA-MONROE 


Tyler Satterthwaite is an underrated linebacker prospect. Look out 


2. CENTRAL FLORIDA 


Tailback Alex Haynes is an outstanding recruit as is quarterback 


‘Tracy Thorpe. Thorpe is big, strong and athletic like Daunte 
Culpepper. John Andrews is a rugged inside linebacker. 


3. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 

This class is clearly led by tailbacks DeShaun O'Neal and Rashard 
Lee. Receiver Kerry Wright was highly touted. Ron Akins is a tal- 
ented defensive end prospect. 


for defensive back Calvin Hall. 


7. CONNECTICUT 


8. NAVY 


Signees not released. 


Class of 2001 Report 


Nine recruits from Florida mark the Huskies first year in I-A. 


QUARTERBACKS WIDE RECEIVERS Clayton Harmon 6'5". 270 Stephenville, TX 
Brodie Croyle 6'3" 200 Rainbow City, AL Mike Nance 6'2" 185 Ewing, NJ Raclen; Jokes ee eee 
Aaron Alexander 6'3" 180 Richmond, VA Anthony Mix 6'4" 220 Bay Minette, AL Keith Lipka iio 270 Oak Creek, WI 
Justin Holland 6'4" 185 Lakewood, CO Montrell Jones 6'3" 190 Louisville, KY Pat Masey ge Cera 
Travis Jackson 6'3" 195 Olathe, KS Darrin Charles 66" 190 Oshkosh, WI Shaun:Cody on 250° Hacienda Fights, CA 
Travis Jones 6'2". 175 Hurricane, WV Roscoe Crosby 6'3" 200 Union, SC Lye: Malava Bo ospoe sae 
Ingle Martin 6'4" 210 Nashville, TN John Rust 6'3" 175 Lake Oswego,OR Jeff Littlejohn oe, Cane Leelee 
Kyle Matter 6'2" 180 Newhall, CA Cedric Jones 5'10" 170 Oklahoma City, OK rein Harris 6'3" 255 Newark, DE 
Adrian McPherson 6'4"._ 190 Bradenton, FL Lynzell Jackson -«6'3"_«-175. Tempe, AZ thane <a Merk Md PONY ee 
Brian Randall 6'2". 200 Williamsburg, VA Jerome Janet 6'0" 180 Tulsa, OK Marquis Hill 65" 285 New Orleans, LA 
John Sciarra 6'2" 185 La Canada, CA Michael Collins 6'5"" 210 Commerce, GA LINEBACKERS 
Kendal Briles 6'0" 180 Stephenville, TX Freedie King 5'10" 175 Winnfield, LA Chauncey Davis 6'1" 225 Auburndale, FL 
John DiGirolamo 6'2" 210 Parsippany, NJ TIGHT ENDS Ikaika Curnan 6'0" 200 Honolulu, HI 
Joe Mauer 6'4" 205 St. Paul, MN Tral Essex 6'5" 250. Indianapolis, IN Marquis Elmore 6'4" 230 Folkston, GA 
Mike Robinson 6'2" 200 Richmond, VA Etic Gill 6'6" 220 Belle Vernon, PA Joe Dipre 6'4" 240 Erie, PA 
me ae = ee) catenin Mark Levoir 6'7" 270 Eden Prairie, MN Starrett Esworthy  6'0". 220 Baltimore, MD 
att Ware a 0S nge es, Jerome Nichols 6'3" 225 Washington D.C. Doug Justice 6'4" 220 Orlando, FL 
Casey Paus 6'3" 200 New Lincoln, IL John Boutte 6'3" 230 Lake Charles, LA Lamarcus Rowell 6'4" 225 Opelika, AL 
Rick Clausen has 180 Mission Hills, CA Tui Alaiefaleuta 65" 250 Anchorage, AK Barrett Rudd 6'1" 200 Lincoln, NE 
Brent Rawls 6'5" 200 Shreveport, LA Lionel Williams 6'4" 240 Addison Trail, IL 
Bennet Swygert 6'3" 200 Summerville SC OFFENSIVE LINEMEN Anthony Brown 6'1" 205 Grandview, MO 
Andrew Whitworth 6'8" 300 West Monroe, LA i 0" i 
RUNNING BACKS INGLE W Wik Ad Justin Crooks 6'0" 215 McNeil, TX 
. . ; Lorenzo Alexander 6'3" 285 Berkeley, CA Brent Grover 6'4" 220 Ft.Thomas , KY 
Cedric Benson 6'1" 195 Midland, TX s pate 5, 7 " 
St Le Leo Henige 6'5" 315 Chesaning, MI John DiGiorgio 6'1" 200 Utica, MI 
Dominique Dorsey 5'9" 180 Tulare, CA H ae 
aba lates 5'10" 170 Rolling Hills, IL Zachary Giles 6'4" 270 Marshfield, MA Chris Rudiger 6'2" 230 La Mirada, CA 
Kevin: Jones 6'1" 200 Springfield, PA Andy Moore 6'3" 315 Center Grove, IN Romaro Warren 6'2" 245 Indianapolis, IN 
> ina Jonathan Scott 6'4" 285 Dallas, TX Leon Williams 6'1" 215 Kissimmee, FL 
Damien Nash 5'11" 190 St. Louis, MO ink : 
‘ Jed Paulsen 6'3" 270 Columbia, MO Reggie Arden 6'5" 230 Ironton, OH 
Nanfwang Mutfwang  5'10" 185 Lincoln, NE ine ; 
Whal f 69" 190. tnesbure. GA Tyler Reed 6'5" 300 Pittsburgh, PA DEFENSIVE BACKS 
= =e a oe ao Ee bins, GA Callin Baker 6'8" 310 Wortham, Tx on 
Ks ie on Ss pclae’ to) ae Jami Hightower 6'6" 300 Jacksonville, TX Dustin Fox he : 180 Canton, OH 
ymore “os estes ae Brandon Hopkins 6'5" 270 Mesa, AZ Bobby Klinck re 190 Jenks, OK 
Bi eras ae aa — a, ty ‘Adam Stenavich 6'6" 270 Marshfield, WI Derek Peter 6'2 : 170 Perry Central, IN 
Say ae wae hiss hatin to Randy Starks 6'4" 280 Westlake, MD Corey. Ross AG? LES Dorey 
mike Belin pean OM me, ae Curtis Bradley 6'4" 275 Summerville, SC Eddie Vasquez 330 185 Mission, TX 
yivester Brown poteen John Wilson 6'8" 340 Daytona Beach, FL Brett Bell 6'0" 185 Wheaton, IL 
Jamaal Butler 5'10" 180 Oak Creek, WI Quentin Burrell 6'2" 220 Decatur, GA 
Terrance Freeney = 5'10" 180 Cedar Falls, 1A DEFENSIVE LINEMEN Dominic Robinson 6'1"._ 190 Diamond Bar, CA 
Cedric Houston hl 200 Glarendon; AR Titus Adams 6'3" 280 Omaha, NE Emest Shazor 6'3" 180 Detroit, MI 
DeAndre Soott 5'9" 185 Rialto, CA Tommie Harris 6'3" 290 Killeen, TX D.J. Walton 6'0" 190 Woodbridge, VA 
Otis Shannon ath a. Uenaten enna By Dusty Hoffschneider 5'10" 240 Littleton, CO Derron Johnson == 6'1"._- 205 Memphis, TN 
Monte Williams 5'7" 180 Commerce, GA Charles Rush 6'3" 270 Erie, PA Justin Hamilton 6'3" 190 sae City, VA 
Dwight Whitfield 6'3" 290 St. Louis, MO Fred Lee S'20° 175 Harrisburg, PA 
Troy Banner 6'4" 250 Penn Hills, PA Tymere Zimmerman 6'2" 190 Bennettsville, SC 
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Future Stars of College Football 


Big East 


Big Ten 
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Sad 
Caz? 
ee 


Player Pos. Ht. 
D.J. Williams EBr “6120 
Willis McGahee RB. 164." 
Willie Dixon WR. 5'11" 
Carl Walker DB; 6's" 
Johnny Morant WR 6'5" 
Carlos Joseph OL 6'6" 
Justin Hinds DL 6'4" 
Vince Wilfork DL ip? ae 
Diamond Ferri RB | 5'0" 
Richard Johnson DB 6'0" 
Derrick Crudup Bt 60% 
Willie Roberts Ef Sere 
Jason Lallis TE, “6:2” 
Dave Kashetta TE. “@!4" 
Joe Dunn OL’. 6'6" 
Jordan Stockwell DL 6'4" 
Cedric Edmonds DB ‘S:11" 
Chad Cooper DB. v6'3" 
Jared Jones WR 6'1" 
Anthony Crosson DE. 63" 


Pos. 
DL 


Player 


Travis Johnson 
Bryant McFadden 
Greg Jones 
Yohance Buchanon 
Eric Moore 
Michael Boulware 
Hobie Holiday 
Chad Mascoe 
Keith Kelly 

Alex Barron 

Chris Kelly 

Chris Rix. 

Tony Hollings 
Brandon Sumner 
Clarence Gaddy 
Todd McClinton 
Nate Curry 
Madison Hedgecock 
Ronnie Delusme 
Maurice Shanks 


Wt. Hometown 


Concord, CA 
Miami, FL 
Stockton, CA 

190 Jacksonville, FL 
Parsippany, NJ 
Miami, FL 
Piscataway, NJ 
Lantana, FL 
Everett, MA 
Baltimore, MD 
Deerfield Beach, FL 
Miami, FL 
Mitchellville, MD 
Westport, CT 
Virginia Beach, VA 
Columbus, OH 
Tampa, FL 
Herndon, VA 
Somerville, NJ 
New Brunswick, NJ 


Pos. 


Marcus Houston 
B.J. Johnson 
Chance Mock 
Roy Williams 
Sloan Thomas 
Jason Richenberger 
Adam Black 
Brock Edwards 
Chris Septak 
Wes Sims 
Stevie Lee 
Tatum Bell 
Adam Dorian 
Terrell Butler 


Ht. 


Ht. 


. Hometown 


Sherman Oaks, CA 
Hollywood, FL 
Beaufort, SC 
Atlanta, GA 
Pahokee, FL 
Columbia, SC 
Warner Robins, GA 
Kissimmee, FL 
Walterboro, SC 
Orangeburg, SC 
Germantown, MD. 


Rancho 
Jeffersonville, GA 
Daytona Beach, FL 


Lillington, NC 
Columbia, SC 
Miami, FL 
Kemersville, NC 
Naples, FL 
Hampton, VA 

School 

Miami 

Miami 

Miami 

Miami 

Syracuse 

iami 

Boston College 

Miami 

Syracuse 

Virginia Tech 

Miami 

Miami 

Virginia Tech 

Boston College 

Virginia Tech 

Boston College 

Syracuse 

Virginia Tech 

Syracuse 


Boston College 


Wt. 
205 
190 


Hometown 


Denver, CO. 
Grand Prairie, TX 
The Woodlands, TX 
Odessa, TX 
Houston, TX 
Liberty, MO 
Houston, TX 
Fort Worth, TX 
maha, NE 
Weatherford, OK 
Shreveport, LA 
DeSoto, TX 
Duncan, OK 
Austell, GA 


[mem | Craig Ochs Boulder, CO 
Lornell McPherson Omaha, NE 

Jammal Brown Lawton, OK 
Quinn Sypniewski Granger, IA 
Linnis Smith Tyler, TX 
Chris Boggas Irving, TX 

Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Hometown School 

Charles Rogers WR 6'4" 195 Saginaw, MI Michigan State 

Sam Maldonado RB 6'2" 215 Harrison, NY Ohio State 

Marco Cooper LB 6'2" 235 Detroit, MI Ohio State . 

Chris McKelvy OL '4" 305 Lansdale, PA Penn State 

Jeff Smoker B  6'4" 190 Manheim, PA Michigan State 

Jermelle Lewis B 5'11" 175 Bloomfield, CT lowa 

Alphonso Townsend DL 6'6" 280 Lima, OH Ohio State 

Larry Stevens LB 6'4" 230 Tacoma, WA Michigan 

Sam Ruhe DL 6'5" 245 Cuyahoga Falls, OH Penn State 

Tyrell Dortch RB 5'11" 195 Hoboken, NJ Michigan State 

Tony Johnson RB 6'0" 190 State College, PA Penn State 

Tim Johnson LB 6'4" 235 Morris Township, NJ Penn State 

Sean Poole OL 6'7" 285 Flint, M Michigan State 

Erik Noll DL 6'5" 292 Gaithersburg, MD Penn State 

Darius Jones LB 6'4" 250 Beloit, WI Wisconsin 

Steve Williams DL 6'4" 255 Bolingbrook, IL Indiana 

Tony Paciotti _ TE 6'4" 240 Jessup, PA Wisconsin 

Stuart Schweigert DB 6'3"' 195 Saginaw, MI Purdue 

Unrico Lloyd DB 6'0" 180 Dumphries, VA Indiana 

Brandon Hance QB 6'1" 190 Woodland Hills, CA Purdue 
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School 


Florida State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Florida State 
Georgia Tech 
Florida State 
Clemson 

Florida State 
Maryland 


CA Florida State 


Georgia Tech 
Georgia Tech 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
Georgia Tech 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
Maryland 


School 


olorado 

Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Texas A&M 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma 


exas 
Oklahoma State 
Texas 

Nebraska 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma 
Colorado 

Texas A&M 
Kansas State 
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Player Pos. Ht. Wt. Hometown School 
Lynaris Elpheage 9 soe New Orleans, LA Tulane 


icky D'Angelo oe Gulfport, MS Southern Miss 
Vonta Leac Bi) K6'2" 2 Rowland, NC East Carolina 
Ronald McClendon RB Ponchatoula, LA Tulane 

Roydell Williams WR Reserve, LA Tulane 

Shaka Hill LB Madison, TN Memphis 
Lynorse Garrett TE Cottonwood, AL UAB 
Joseph Scott LB Hattiesburg, MS Southern Miss 
Skylor Magee LB Poplarville, MS Southern Miss 
Marvin Townes RB Warrentown, NC East Carolina 
Myron Powe OL Camden, AL Southern Miss 
Jerry Brown Nashville, TN Memphis 
Tyrone Saterfield M FL Louisville 

roy Stackhouse UAB 
Shamar Abrams 


22 sp. 2 


Southern Miss 
Tulane | 
Cincinnati 


Pos. Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


WEE ACINFWACIONWOIWNONW 


BB 


Wesley Heath 
Jason Russell 


ANNONA HNMNAWAWIANAHAWAAMANAUASG 


9024002 
Boome Hare 


Junior Kato L 
Danny Armstrong B 
Mike Marquardt L 
Lawrence Cowan LB 
DL 
B 
L 


BYU 

San Diego State 
BYU 

[ BYU 

Eddie Keele BYU 

Jon Stoner San Diego State 
Paul Fisher Utah 

Scott Fisher Utah 

Keith Lander 0 é Colorado State 
Pat Goodpaster Colorado State 
Brett Elliott Q Utah 

K.C. Bills BYU 

A.D. Winters Chino, CA Utah 

Eric Butler Lexington, NC Air Force 

Judd Anderton D Tacoma, WA YU 
Brent Pollock Rolling Hills Estates, CA BYU 
Eric Pears OL Denver, CO Colorado State 
Justin Green San Diego, CA San Diego State 
Steve Nevarez OL 2 San Fernando, CA San Diego State 
Cameron Casper San Diego, CA BYU 


Player 2 Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Brock Berlin. 6'2 Shreveport, LA Florida 
Michael Munoz Cincinnati, OH Tennessee 
Antwan Odom 6'6 Bayou La Batre, AL Alabama 
Antonio Hall 6'5 Canton, OH Kentucky 
1 New London, NC Tennessee 
Northridge, CA Tennessee 


yler Bessemer, AL Alabama 
Nautyn McKay Loescher DL Toronto, ON Alabama 
Darrell Lee LB Kirkwood, MO Florida 
Corey Bailey DB 180 Haileah, FL Florida 


Albert Hollis Sacramento, CA Georgia 
Albert Means Memphis, TN Alabama 
Tre Orr Lake City, FL Florida 
Sean Young O Dalton, GA Tennessee 
Jason Campbell B Taylorsville, MS Auburn 
Anthony Bryant Newbern , AL Alabama 
Harold James U 1 Osceola, AR Alabama 
Karlton Neal 6'4 Chicago, IL Tennessee 
Rashad Baker 6'0 Camden, NJ Tennessee 
Shannon Snell Tampa, FL Florida 


: Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Kwame Harris Oxf oS Newark, DE Stanford 
Teyo Johnson TE WEEE San Diego, CA Stanford 


Matt Grootegoed Sit Huntington Beach, CA : 
Terrell Suggs 6'5" Chandler, AZ Arizona State 
Paul Mociler 6'5' La Mirada, CA UCLA 
Joe McGuire 6'5 Anaheim, CA USC 
qa] Amon Gordon 6'3 San Diego, CA Stanford 
Tab Perry 6'3 Milpitas, CA CLA 
| Alex Holines 6'2 N. Hollywood, CA US 
Andrew Walter 6'5 Grand Junction, CO Arizona State 
te | Ben Emanuel 6'3 Friendswood, TX UCLA 
Michael Williams 6'0 Lakewood, CA Arizona State 
Jimmy Newell 6'1 Port Orchard, WA Washington 
eS Matt Cassel 6'5 Northridge, CA US 
Sammy Moore 6'0 esa, Arizona State 
Will Svitek 6'7 Newbury Park, CA Stanford 
Dan Dicks 6'6 Bellevue, WA Washington 
Keith Allen 6'1 Torrance, CA ice Sa 
John Ream 6'4 Las Vegas, NV UC 
Vince Feula 6'1" La Mirada, CA Arizona 


Tyson Thompson 
randon Johnson 


Carroliton, TX 
Marvyn_Godbolt 


San Antonio, TX 


{= ] 
t= 


Clifford Sparks 
Gavin Boothe 
DeMarcus Carroll 


Grand Prairie, TX Rice 
Grand Prairie, TX Rice 
Okmulgee, OK TCU 


DB 
Kenny Boyd DB ; Omaha, TX 
Timmy Chang Re : Honolulu, HI 
Derrick Pope B : Galveston, TX 
Claude Sanders DE 4 San Diego, CA Fresno State 
Uriah Moenoa OL ‘ Honolulu, HI awaii 
Nate Ray | B : Colfax, CA Fresno State 
James Kilian B : Medford, OK Tulsa 
Josh Walker TE/OL 3 Tulsa, OK Tulsa 
Reggie Harrell WR TCU 
Brandon Hassell QB TCU 
David Adamo LB F Fresno State 
Jason Wiltshire f a Tulsa 
Zach Newby x a City, OK Tulsa 
Rico Harris , Nacogdoches, TX SMU 


=000r- 
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Athlon Sports Ultimate Road Trip 2000 


Ever dream of taking off in the fall and traveling from one college football game to the next. From the Kickoff 
Classic to the Orange Bowl? Come on, admit it. You’d love this trip. Here’s our suggestion for the season. It 


has been a difficult dilemma leaving the alma mater, Vanderbilt, off the schedule. 
Send your ultimate trip to: athlon@nashville.net 


Aug. 26 BYU v. Florida State 

We'll drive down a few days early to take in Dis- 
neyWorld before the Pigskin Classic in Orlando. 
We don't think this will be a competitive game, 
but it is a good opportunity to see the champs 
begin their title defense. 

Aug. 27 USC v. Penn State 

The Kickoff Classic in East Rutherford is a must. 
Watching USC quarterback Carson Palmer 
against the Penn State defense should be fun. 
Aug. 31 = Ariz. St. at S. Diego St. 

So the game doesn’t seem that exciting, but we'll 
use any excuse to spend time in balmy San Diego. 
Sept.2 Alabama at UCLA 

While we're on the coast, Alabama's return to 
the Rose Bowl (last trip was in the 1940s) will 
set the tone for the season for both teams. 
Sept.7 Va. Tech at East Carolina 
We'll be on a hurricane watch in Greenville. 
Michael Vick can make any game exciting. 
Sept.9 Miami at Washington 

Are you kidding? Drive from Greenville to Seat- 
tlein a day? We must be crazy, but we are anx- 
ious to see a game at Husky Stadium, enjoy a 
little sterngating, and Miami is not a bad oppo- 
nent to see. The likely Big East and Pac-10 
champs square off in this tilt. 

Sept.14 Miss. State at BYU 

The first of three weeknight visits to the pic- 
turesque setting in Provo. What a beautiful sta- 
dium with the mountain view backdrop. 
Sept.16 Florida at Tennessee 

The drive back east won't be easy, and we're 
tempted to visit Colorado for Washington coach 
Rick Neuheisel’s return to Boulder. But a 
Florida-Tennessee matchup in front of 107,000 
beckons. We'll have our black and gold earplugs 
in during the 864 renditions of Rocky Top. 
Sept. 21 Texas A&M at Notre Dame 
No road trip is complete without a visit to South 
Bend. Not only will the Aggies make the game 
exciting, but we'll have a few days to spend at 
the College Football Hall of Fame as well. 
Sept. 23 Penn State at Ohio State 
No road trip is complete without a visit to the 
famous Horseshoe. (Oh, we've already used that 
line.) The Nittany Lions and Buckeyes, two pil- 
lars of college football. The Penn State uniforms 
and dotting the i. Can it get any better? 
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Sept. 28 Tulane at Louisville 

We get the Astros and the Reds on Sunday 
before heading down I-71 to Louisville. 
Sept. 30 Tennessee at LSU 

We'd love the Big 10 Championship Game at 
the Big House (vs. Wisconsin), but this may 
be our best chance to experience a Saturday 
night at Tiger Stadium. 

Oct. 5 Samford at North Texas 
Our regular-season triple-header begins here. 
Oct. 6 Utah State at BYU 

The only Friday night of the season. 

Oct. 7 Oklahoma v. Texas 

Miami is at Florida State, but we'll choose the 
Texas State Fair and celebrate at the Cotton 
Bowl. 

Oct.14 Maryland at Clemson 

We just want to see the Clemson players touch 
Howard's Rock. 

Oct.19 East Caro. at Louisville 
Only if there are no vital baseball playoff games 
going on Thursday night. 

Oct.21 Alabama at Tennessee 
The third Saturday in October means only one 
thing in the South. Crimson and Orange. We'll 
be wearing Gold. 

Oct.26 Wyoming at BYU 

This is our third scheduled stop in Provo. For- 
give us if we're at the World Series. 

Oct.28 Nebraska at Oklahoma 

As much as we'd love to visit the World’s Largest 
Cocktail Party in Jacksonville, Oklahoma and 
Nebraska haven't met since 97. The Sooners 
have a shot at derailing the Huskers. 

Nov. 2 BYU at Colorado State 
We can now select our All- MWC team. We may 
leave early; it’s a long drive to Tallahassee. 


Nov. 4 Clemson at Florida State 
The Bowden Bowl. Enough said. 
Nov. 9 Virginia at Georgia Tech 


If the Jackets have found a replacement for Joe 
Hamilton at quarterback, this will be a great 
matchup. 

Nov.11 Penn State at Michigan 
Our only visit to the Big House. Maize and Blue 
everywhere in the largest crowd in college foot- 
ball history. 

Nov.16 Wyoming at Colo. State 
Our final adjustments to our All-MWC team. 


Nov.18 Yale at Harvard 
Michigan-Ohio State. Florida-Florida State. 
USC-UCLA. Auburn-Alabama. Stanford-Cal. 
And we pick Harvard-Yale? We'll relax in a low- 
key setting and enjoy watching unheralded 
1400-SAT premed students play their hearts out 
for the love of the game. 

Nov. 24 Texas A&M at Texas 

No Thanksgiving weekend is complete without 
this traditional matchup. It will be an emotional 
week remembering the bonfire accident of 1999, 
Nov. 25 Southern at Grambling 
Certainly one of the least talked about tradi- 
tions in college football. We'd just like to turn 
the clock back about 30 years and watch this 
classic on the bayou. 

Dec. 2 SEC Championship Game 
OK, next year we'll be at the Army-Navy affair. 
Dec. 20 Mobile Alabama 


Ready for a bowl marathon? 


Dec. 21 Las Vegas 
At least Vegas will be fun. 
Dec. 24 Oahu 


Dec.25 Aloha 

If we can tear ourselves away from the beaches, 
we'll consider going to the games. (Footnote: 
This involves the only flights of the season.) 
Dec. 27 = galleryfurniture.com 

The what bowl? Logistically, Houston is bet- 
ter than Boise. 


Dec. 28 __Insight.com 
I hear the weather is nice in Phoenix in Dec. 
Dec. 29 Sun 


We're thinking Oregon State and Purdue. 
Dec.30 Alamo 

We've gotten to know Texas pretty well and 
learned one thing: You can always tell a Texan, 
but you can't tell em much, 

Dec. 31 = Silicon Valley 

Again, San Jose is more feasible than Shreveport. 
Jan. 1 Rose 

The granddaddy of them all. Washington and 
Michigan. Wolverines by 9. 


Jan. 2 Sugar 
Could this be a Miami-Alabama rematch? 
Jan. 3 Orange 


Florida State survives a spirited second-half rally 
by Nebraska as the Seminoles hang on 34-30 


to defend their national title. 
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Remember 
The Alamo 
Bowl. 


The battle will last just under four 
hours. In the end, statistics will record 
one winner. 

But when the dome lights have faded, 
it will be the energy of the arena, the 
spirit of the crowd, the way the game 
was played that is treasured. 

That is how we remember the Alamo 
Bowl, and that is why we will be lighting 
the field, year after year, with our products 
and our sponsorship. 
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ENJOY THE DIFFERENCE ™ is a DuPont trademark, © 2000 DuPont 


